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BACKGROUND NOTES

Blueletterbible.org: The Gospel according to Luke was probably the last Synoptic Gospel to be
written. Since Luke precedes Acts, it is essential to date Acts before a date for Luke can be
determined. The abrupt ending of Acts may be the single most important factor in deriving a
date. Luke leaves the reader with Paul being in Rome and waiting to present his case before
Caesar. The best explanation for this is that Acts was finished before he Paul's final outcome was
known. This would place Acts in the early Sixties with the Gospel of Luke being written in the
late Fifties or early Sixties.

William Barclay: There is no passage of the Bible which sheds such a floodlight on the doctrine
of the inspiration of scripture. No one would deny that the gospel of Luke is an inspired
document; and yet Luke begins by affirming that it is the product of the most careful historical
research. God's inspiration does not come to the man who sits with folded hands and lazy mind
and only waits, but to the man who thinks and seeks and searches. True inspiration comes when
the seeking mind of man joins with the revealing Spirit of God. The word of God is given, but it
is given to the man who is seeking for it. "Seek and you shall find" (Matthew 7:7).

Donald Miller: The book is dedicated to one called “most excellent Theophilus” (1:3).
Theophilus is a Greek name, strongly suggesting that the man was a Gentile. The title “most
excellent” hints that he was a person of high rank. It was customary in Luke’s day, as in ours, to
dedicate to an individual a book intended for a much wider group. Theophilus, however, would
be representative of this group, which must have been composed of Gentiles of high intelligence
and culture. This is confirmed by the style of Luke’s preface (1:1-4). It is written in the literary
form of secular Greek historians, and has a quality of language which reveals the author to have
been a man of learning. Thus, it seems clear that Luke was deliberately setting out to present the
Christian message in a form which would capture the attention of the intelligent Gentile mind of
the first century.

J. Sidlow Baxter: In Matthew He is the King. In Mark He is the Servant. In Luke, behold the
Man. .. Luke’s first concern is the real human birth and the growth through boyhood to the
perfect manhood. . . It is his special interest in our Lord’s manhood which explains also why
Luke’s rendering of our Lord’s Galilean ministry (iv. 14 —ix. 50) is so much shorter than in
Matthew or Mark; and why, in compensation, he gives such a long, leisurely diary of the
winding journey to Jerusalem (ix. 51 — xix. 44). . .

In his short record of the Galilean ministry Luke gives about equal space to our Lord’s deeds and
words, so that neither is emphasized above the other, and both equally reflect back on the
Wonder-Man Himself. . . .

Major points of emphasis distinctive to Luke’s gospel:
- Human Dependence on Prayer
- Human need of the Holy Spirit
- Human catholicity — unconfined goodwill towards those outside the pale of Jewry
- Human poverty
- Human Sympathies



Characteristics of the author Luke:
- Travel companion of Paul
- Physician
- Dear to Paul
- Loyal to Paul
- Widely esteemed
- Gentile

Wil Pounds: More references are found in Luke to the Holy Spirit than in Matthew and Mark
combined. The Holy Spirit is seen empowering John the Baptist, Mary, Elizabeth, Zacharias,
Simeon, and Jesus. With the ascension of Jesus at the end of the Gospel, the emphasis on the
Spirit is further developed in the book of Acts beginning with chapter two. Luke's Gospel must
always be considered with its sequel, the book of Acts.

MacArthur: Luke, more than any of the other gospel writers, highlighted the universal scope of
the gospel invitation. He portrayed Jesus as the Son of Man, rejected by Israel, and then offered
to the world. Luke repeatedly related accounts of Gentiles, Samaritans, and other outcasts who
found grace in Jesus’ eyes. This emphasis is precisely what we would expect from a close
companion of the “apostle of Gentiles” (Ro 11:13).

W. Graham Scroggie: In Luke there is no narrow nationalism, but a broad outlook upon the
world. Men are seen as men, of whatever nation or clime, and Jesus is presented as the
Redeemer of them all. This Gospel contains the word “sinners” more often than all the other
records together: in Matthew, 5 times; in Mark, 5 times; in John, 4 times; but in Luke 16 times.

The writer is fond of the words grace, salvation, evangelize, and Saviour. Here the Gentiles are
seen in the light of redemption. The gospel of Christ is for the whole world. The angels, at the
beginning, proclaim good will to all men (ii. 14). Simeon foretells the infant Saviour as “a light
to lighten the Gentiles” (ii. 32). “All flesh” are to see the salvation of God (iii. 6).

The other Evangelists record the mission of the Twelve, but Luke alone tells of the mission of
the Seventy, as representing the nations of the world (chap. x, cf. Gen. x). No preference is
given to the Jews over the Samaritans; on the contrary, the disciples are rebuked for wishing to
call down fire on the latter (ix. 54), it is a Samaritan who has compassion on a needy man (x. 33),
and the one leper of the ten, who returned to give thanks, was a Samaritan (xvii. 16).

Christ came to seek and to save that which was lost (xix. 10). Repentance and remission of sins
is to be preached unto all nations (xxiv. 47).

John Stott: St. Luke’s Gospel is the gospel of womanhood, and tells more than the others the
gracious, courteous attitude of Jesus towards women, and the place He allowed them to occupy
in His ministry. It is he who tells, with such delicate reserve, the story of the miraculous
conception and birth of Jesus. Mary, the mother of Jesus, and Elizabeth, the mother of the
Baptist, were kinswomen, and the story must have been derived directly or indirectly from Mary
herself. . . only Luke writes of the prophetess Anna (2:36-8), of the widow of Nain (7:11-17),



of the woman who was a sinner (7:36-50), of the ministering women (8:2-3), of Martha and
Mary (10:38-42), of the woman whom Satan had bound for eighteen years (13:10-17), and of the
daughters of Jerusalem who wept (23:27-31). . .

If Luke shows how the grace of God could reach down to the lowest, he also shows how its
broad sweep could gather in all the nations. The ancients were perhaps not altogether fanciful
when they saw in the shape of the cross a parable of the breadth and depth and height of the love
of God (cf. Eph. 3:18-19). It is this inclusion of all nations which most clearly distinguishes
Luke’s presentation of the Gospel. His two-volume history of early Christianity begins in the
Temple but ends near Caesar’s palace. He describes the march of the gospel form Jerusalem, the
capital of Jewry, to Rome, the capital of the world. He includes many special incidents in his
Gospel to illustrate his theme and to exhibit the universal grace of the Lord. The Acts is a
carefully constructed story of how God revealed and began to fulfil His purpose to include the
Gentiles in His Church.

G. Campbell Morgan: Two elements merged in him, which are very rarely found in one person.
He was a man of scientific mind. He claims that. This was a scientific treatise, the result of
scientific examination of the personality of Jesus. But he is also an artist. There is an old legend
of the Church that a painting of the Virgin Mother was found in Jerusalem from the brush of
Luke. The early Church writers all spoke of him as an artist. Somebody has said that he was a
poet, too, and gives as a proof, that he caught and preserved for us the great songs that burst upon
the world with the coming of Jesus into it. Here, then, is a remarkable man, artistic in
temperament and scientific in mentality. And yet once more, and this is of supreme importance,
this man was the close friend and fellow-traveler of Paul for years. There is something very
beautiful about that.

Robert Gundry: Luke thus portrays Jesus as a cosmopolitan Savior with broad sympathies, one
who mingles with all sorts of people, socializes with both Pharisees and publicans (7:36 ff.;
11:37 ff.; 14:1 ff.; 19:1-10), and concerns Himself with victims of personal calamity (7:11-17;
8:40-56; 9:37-43). Where Matthew concentrates on Jesus and the kingdom, Luke concentrates
on Jesus and people, with resultant character sketches which are quite vivid.

Everett Harrison: It is notable that Luke has a more pronounced biographical interest than other
Gospel writers. Information is supplied about Jesus’ ancestors, his kinsfolk and parents, the
place and circumstances of his birth, his boyhood development, the freedom with which he
mingled among men in his social relationships, his exposure to temptation (not only at the
inception of the ministry, but throughout, according to Luke 22:28), his frequent resort to prayer,
etc. This is the Gospel of the manhood of the Master.

Ray Stedman: The essential manhood and humanity of Christ are continually underscored
throughout this Gospel. The key to the Gospel is found in Luke 19:10. In fact, this verse sets
forth a handy outline of the entire book:

“The Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.”

In that one sentence, you have the structure and divisions of this Gospel. First section: “The Son



of Man came.” In the beginning of this Gospel, form 1:1 to 4:13, Luke tells us how Jesus
entered the human race, including His genealogy

Second section: “to seek.” The Lord’s earthly ministry consisted largely of seeking people out
and moving into the heart of humanity, penetrating deeply into human emotions, thoughts, and
feelings. In the middle section of Luke, from 4:14 through 19:27, we see Jesus seeking us out,
putting His finger on the throbbing centers of our pain, shame, and motivations, and touching our
humanity with His healing power. In this section, Jesus carries on His ministry among people.
This section of the Lord’s pursuit of humanity climaxes with His journey toward Jerusalem, the
place where He will be sacrificed, as we read in Luke 9:51:

“As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out
for Jerusalem.”

The record of His journey to Jerusalem occupies chapters 9 through 19 and recounts a number
of important incidents along the way.

Third and final section: . . . and to save what was lost.” Finally, the Lord moves into the final
act of the drama of His life: to save humanity by means of the cross and the resurrection. In
Luke 19:28, we read:

“After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.”

That verse marks the close of His seeking ministry and beginning of His saving ministry. It
introduces the last section of the book, in which He enters the city, goes to the temple, ascends
the Mount of Olives, is taken to Pilate’s judgment hall — and then to the cross, to the tomb, and to
resurrection day.

[. Howard Marshall: For Luke this story is a piece of history, and he is much more of a self-
conscious historian than the other Evangelists. He believed that Christian faith was based on
historical events which could be regarded as the acts of God, and he was trying to establish a
firm historical foundation for the faith of his readers. . .

If no writer has emphasized more than Luke the “wideness in God’s mercy”, at the same time in
no other Gospel are the claims of Jesus expressed more stringently. Jesus summoned men to be
disciples, and would-be disciples had to be prepared to count the cost, to deny themselves and to
follow Jesus. The grace of God is not “cheap grace”; the sinner must be prepared for repentance
and renunciation of his sin.

Steven Cole: Luke has a number of distinctive features. He devotes more space to the birth and
infancy of Jesus than any other gospel. He alone mentions the incident from Jesus’ youth, when
He was left behind at the Temple. On the other end of Jesus’ life, Luke alone mentions the
ascension and, in his companion volume (Acts) traces the history of Jesus’ followers beyond that
momentous event. Luke clearly has a universal emphasis, showing that the gospel is for every
class, race, and nation. The angels tell the shepherds that the news of the Savior who has been
born is “good news of a great joy which shall be for all the people” (Lk 2:10). The aged Simeon



prophesies that this Child is God’s salvation which He has prepared in the presence of all
peoples, “a light of revelation to the Gentiles” (Lk 2:32). As John the Baptist preaches, Luke
alone (of the synoptics) cites Isaiah, that “all flesh shall see the salvation of God” (Lk 3:6).
When our Lord begins His ministry at Nazareth, He creates animosity by pointing out that Elijah
was sent to a Gentile widow in Sidon and that the Gentile Naaman the leper was cleansed (Lk
4:25-27). Luke closes with Jesus’ commission that “repentance for forgiveness of sins should be
proclaimed in His name to all the nations” (Lk 24:47). Not just Gentiles, but sinners of every
stripe are the focus of Luke’s gospel. He uses the word “sinners” 16 times, more than Matthew
(5), Mark (5), and John (4) combined....Luke is the only synoptic gospel to call Jesus “Savior”
(Lk 2:11). He alone uses the word salvation (6 times) and ten times he uses the word for
preaching the good news, which is only used once in the other gospels. . . Luke has been called
the Gospel of Prayer because of his emphasis, not only on our need to pray, but also on Jesus’
prayer life. Nine times Luke tells of prayers that Jesus offered in the crises of His life, and seven
of these are unique to Luke (Scroggie, p. 370). It has also been called the Gospel of the Holy
Spirit, who is named more in Luke than in Matthew and Mark together, and even more than in
John (Baxter, p. 246). There is a marked emphasis on Jesus’ dependence on the Spirit. Thus
Luke shows us Jesus as the Savior who was fully human, but who triumphed as man
through dependence on prayer and the Holy Spirit. (Luke 1:1-4)

Walter Liefeld: Possible Purposes for the writing of Luke:
- Evangelism
- Confirmation of the factual basis for faith
- Personal assurance — “know the certainty of the things he had been taught”
- Narration of history — preserving the record of the origin and growth of the early church
- An apologetic — a brief for Paul’s trial at Rome
- Solution of a theological problem — to explain the delay of the Parousia

- Defense against heresy of Gnosticism

- Instruction — too general; lacks focus as the defining purpose

- Dealing with social problems — prominence of theme of poverty

- Multiple purposes — If none of the above qualifies as the purpose for the writing of Luke-
Acts, is it then wrong to seek a single overarching purpose in Luke? Should we think
instead of primary and secondary purposes? If we take this approach, almost everything
mentioned above has value.

If in addition to winning and establishing individual converts, Luke is concerned with forwarding
the Christian movement, such subsidiary aims as establishing the legitimacy of that movement as
a true sect of Judaism, demonstrating the innocence of Jesus and Paul at their trials, clarifying the
relationship of Jewish and Gentile believers to Israel, and rooting the Gospel record in Jewish
and secular history all have their place. It was important for Luke to deal with specific problems,
whether eschatological or social. If such problems threatened to hinder the forward movement
of the church. Far from producing a simplistic or a fragmented work, the author (Luke) brings
together all the data and addresses all the issues he feels it necessary to deal with in order to
advance Christ’s cause throughout the world.



David Malick: Suggested purpose: Perhaps the question which is being asked by Theophilus (a
Gentile-Christian) and those with him is, “How is it that Christianity is primarily Gentile in
nature if it came from Judaism?” Therefore, Luke writes Luke-Acts to argue that the Christian
Gospel is not anti-semitic, but is rooted in the Hebrew Scriptures’ promise of salvation to both
the Jews and the Gentiles. “The Way” shares in the initiation of the spiritual promises to Israel.
They are the stewards of the promises to Israel. The reason it is primarily Gentile in nature is
because the Jews rejected the message of Jesus as Messiah, and pushed the church out.
Nevertheless, the Jews as a people are not rejected by God or his servant Paul. The promises will
yet be consummated for the nation through the resurrected Jesus--the hope of Israel.

H. A. Ironside:
1. Six miracles peculiar to Luke.
(1) The draught of fishes, Lk 5:4-11.
(2) The raising of the widow's son, Lk 7:11- 18.
(3) The woman with the spirit of infirmity, Lk 13:11-17.
(4) The man with the dropsy, Lk 14:1-6.
(5) The ten lepers, Lk 17:11-19.
(6) The healing of Malchus' ear. Lk 22:50-51.

2. Eleven parables, peculiar to Luke.
(1) The two debtors, Lk 7:41-43.
(2) The good Samaritan, Lk 10:25-37.
(3) The importunate friend, Lk 11:5-8.
(4) The rich fool, Lk 12:16-19.
(5) The barren fig-tree, Lk 13:6-9.
(6) The lost piece of silver, Lk 15:8-10.
(7) The prodigal son, Lk 15:11-32.
(8) The unjust steward, Lk 16:1-13.
(9) The rich man and Lazarus, Lk 18:19-31.
(10) The unjust judge, Lk 18:1-8.
(11) The Pharisee and publican, Lk 18:9-14.

3. Some other passages mainly peculiar to Luke.
(1) Luke 1:1-2:52 and Lk 9:51- 18:14 are mainly peculiar to Luke.
(2) John the Baptist's answer to the people. Lk 3:10-14.
(3) The conversation with Moses and Elias, Lk 9:30- 31.
(4) The weeping over Jerusalem, Lk 19:41-44.
(5) The bloody sweat, Lk 22:44.
(6) The sending of Jesus to Herod, Lk 23:7-12.
(7) The address to the daughters of Jerusalem, 23:27-31.
(8) "Father forgive them", 23:34.
(9) The penitent robber, 23:40-43.
(10) The disciples at Emmaus, 24:13-31.
(11) Particulars about the ascension. 24:50-53.
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While Luke’s name never appears in this gospel, ancient Christian tradition unanimously
ascribes the book to him. One ancient prologue written to introduce the gospel describes Luke as
a Syrian from Antioch. With this piece of information, we can deduce that Luke was probably
not Jewish. Paul also listed him with other Gentiles in his greetings to the Colossians (4:14). The
ancient prologue goes on to state that Luke eventually settled in the Greek city of Thebes, where
he died at age 84.

Luke’s own introduction to his gospel indicates that Luke composed the letter with the purpose
of providing a careful rendering of the events of Christ’s life in chronological order. As a
physician, Luke would have been trained as a careful observer, a quality that would have been
invaluable in this project. The result was the first part of a two-volume work written to
Theophilus. We know the subsequent volume as Acts.
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OUTLINE OF LUKE
MESSIANIC MISSION OF THE SON OF MAN

THE SON OF MAN HAS COME TO SEEK AND TO SAVE THE LOST

(1:1-4) PROLOGUE TO THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE --
THE RELIABLE HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE AND MINISTRY OF JESUS
CONFIRMS THE ABSOLUTE TRUTH OF CHRISTIANITY

A. AUTHOR = Luke

B. (:1-2) SOURCES USED = Primary sources = eyewitnesses

C. (:3a) METHOD = Careful investigation / Orderly account
D. (:3b) RECIPIENT = Theophilus

E. (:4) PURPOSE = Certainty Regarding the Truth

I. (1:5-2:52) NATIVITY AND INFANCY NARRATIVES FOR JOHN THE BAPTIST AND JESUS
A. (1:5-25) BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST ANNOUNCED = THE FORERUNNER --
UNEXPECTED DIVINE INTERVENTION SETS IN MOTION THE COMING OF JOHN THE BAPTIST TO
POINT SINNERS TO THE MESSIAH

1. (:5-17) Announcement of the Birth of John the Baptist

2. (:18-25) Reactions to the Announced Birth of John the Baptist

a. (:18-20) Reaction of Zechariah = Cynicism
b. (:21-23) Interaction with the People = Confusion
c. (:24-25) Reaction of Elizabeth = Contemplation -- Thanksgiving and Rejoicing

B: (26-38) BIRTH OF JESUS ANNOUNCED = THE SON OF THE MOST HIGH --
THE ANGELIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE INCARNATION PROVIDES THE INITIAL DEFINITION
FOR THE ROLE OF THE PROMISED MESSIAH
1. (:26-33) Gabriel’s Announcement of the Birth of Jesus to Mary
a. (:26-27) Gabriel’s Mission to the Virgin Mary
b. (:28-29) Gabriel’s Greeting of Grace and Favor Leads to Initial Concern
c. (:30) Gabriel’s Reassurance
d. (:31-33) Gabriel’s Christology — 7 Truths about Jesus Revealed:
1) Conceived by the Holy Spirit
2) Human Son
3) Named Jesus
4) Destined for Greatness
5) Called Unique Son of God
6) Given the Throne of David — Royalty
7) Unending Reign
2. (:34-38) Mary’s Response of Submissive Faith - Despite the Mystery of the Process
a. (:34-37) Logistical Question Regarding the Process of Conception and Birth
b. (:38)  Submissive Commitment of Faith

C. (1:39-56) MARY’S MAGNIFICAT = HER BEATITUDES --
WE SHOULD REJOICE IN THE BLESSINGS THAT FLOW OUT OF THE CHARACTER OF GOD
(:39-40)  Prologue — Mary Visits Elizabeth / John the Baptist Visits Jesus
1. (:41-45) Interaction between Mary and Elizabeth
a. (:41)  Something Big is Happening




b. (:42-45) Elizabeth Joyfully Pronounces Blessing
2. (:46-55) Mary’s Magnificat

a. (:46-48) Recognition of Her Blessed State

b. (:49-55) Recitation of God’s Blessings Flowing out of His Character
(:56) Epilogue — Conclusion of the Visit

D. (1:57-80) THE VISITATION OF GOD --
THE DIVINE VISITATION EVOKES AWE, AMAZEMENT AND HEARTFELT REJOICING
1. (:57-66) Birth of John the Baptist — God Intervening in Human History
a. (:57-58) Reaction to the Birth of John the Baptist
b. (:59-63) Reaction to the Naming of John the Baptist — Family Feud
c. (:64-66) Reaction to the Restoration of Speech to Zacharias
2. (:67-79) Benedictus of Zacharias — Covenant Promises about to be Fulfilled by the Divine Visitation
a. (:68-71) Praise for Salvation via the Promised Davidic Messiah
b. (:72-75) Praise for God’s Mercy and Faithfulness to Deliver His People to Serve
c. (:76-79) Praise for the Special Role of John the Baptist to Prepare the Way for the
Light of Life and Prince of Peace
(:80)  Epilogue — Development of John the Baptist

E. (2:1-20) BIRTH OF THE SAVIOR = CHRIST THE LORD --
THE HUMBLE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE BIRTH OF THE MESSIAH MAKE HIS MISSION OF
BRINGING GLORY TO GOD AND PEACE TO MAN EVEN MORE ASTOUNDING
1. (:1-7) Birth of Jesus Arranged to Take Place in Bethlehem
a. (:1-3) Providential Circumstances = Mandatory Census
b. (:4-5) Prophetic City for the Birth = Bethlehem
c. (:6-7) Pomp and Ceremony Absent at Birth of the Messiah
2. (:8-14) Birth of Jesus Announced to the Shepherds
a. (:8) Ordinary Activities of the Shepherds
b. (:9) Extra-Ordinary Divine Visitation
c. (:10-12) Announcement of the Birth of Jesus
d. (:13-14) Accompanying Angelic Choir Singing Hallelujah Chorus
3. (:15-20) Birth of Jesus Authenticated and Celebrated
a. (:15-16) Authentication
b. (:17-19) Revelation
c. (:20) Celebration

F. (2:21-40) PROPHETIC INSIGHT OF SIMEON AND ANNA --
PROPHETIC INSIGHT INTO THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE BIRTH OF JESUS
REVEALS HIS GLOBAL MESSIANIC AND REDEMPTIVE MISSION
(:21-24) Prologue— Jesus Fulfilled the Law of Moses
a. (:21) Circumcision and Naming of Jesus
b. (:22-24) Purification of Mary and Presentation before the Lord in the Temple at Jerusalem
1. (:25-35) Prophetic Insight of Simeon Regarding This Infant Jesus
a. (:25-26) Unique Role of Simeon
b. (:27-32) Universal Redemptive Mission of the Messiah
c. (:33-35) Ultimate Impact of the Child
2. (:36-38) Prophetic Insight of Anna Regarding This Infant Jesus
a. (:36-37) Unique Role of Anna
b. (:38)  Unrelenting Thanksgiving and Testimony to the Redemptive Role of the
Long-Awaited Messiah
(:39-40) Epilogue—Jesus Continued to Grow and Develop
a. (:39) Settling in Hometown of Nazareth



b. (:40) Positive Development of Jesus

G. (2:41-52) KINGDOM PRIORITIES --
OUR RELATIONSHIP TO OUR HEAVENLY FATHER MUST TAKE PRIORITY
EVEN OVER OUR RELATIONSHIP TO OUR EARTHLY PARENTS
(:41-42)  Setting — Kingdom Priorities Become Noticed in the Normal Course of Obedient Living --
Jesus Visiting Jerusalem at Age 12 with His Earthly
1. (:43-45) Surprise — Earthly Parents Can Be Surprised By Kingdom Priorities --
Earthly Parents Searching for Jesus
2. (:46-47) Student / Teacher Dialogue in the Temple —
Jesus Found Engaged in Theological Dialogue in the Temple
3. (:48-50) Summary Explanation — Loyalty to Kingdom Priorities should be Expected
(:51-52)  Epilogue — Submission to Earthly Parents and Continued Development
a. (:51a) Consistent Pattern of Submission
b. (:51b) Constant Reevaluation on the Part of Mary
c. (:52) Continual Growth and Development

Il. (3:1-4:13) THE BEGINNING MINISTRIES OF JOHN THE BAPTIST AND OF JESUS
A. (3:1-20) THE BEGINNING MINISTRY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST
1. (3:1-14) Message of John the Baptist — Repentance and the Fruit of Repentance —
Preparing the Way for the Lord Requires Repentance that is Proven Genuine by the Fruit of Repentance
(:1-2a)  Timeframe for the Ministry of John the Baptist Defined by Prominent Authorities
1) Political Hierarchy
2) Religious Hierarchy: Annas and Caiaphas
a. (:2b-6) Way of the Lord Prepared by the Ministry of John the Baptist
(:2b-3a)  His Entrance onto the Stage of History
1) (:3b)  His Core Message
2) (:4-5) His Core Function
3) (:6) His Core Goal
b. (:7-9) Warning to Religious Hypocrites
1) (:7) Labeling the Hypocrites = “Brood of Vipers”
2) (:8a)  Lesson for the Hypocrites = Demonstrate Repentance
3) (:8b)  Legacy of the Hypocrites = No Free Pass
4) (:9) Lethal Destruction Aimed at the Hypocrites = Fire of God’s Wrath
c. (:10-14) Word of Correction: Display of Righteousness Appropriate to Repentance by
Being Generous Instead of Greedy
1) (:10-11) Addressing the Multitudes = Common People
2) (:12-13) Addressing the Tax-Gatherers — Hated Jews
3) (14)  Addressing the Soldiers — Hated Romans
2. (3:15-18) Prophetic Testimony of John the Baptist --
The Ministry of Christ (Dealing with Ultimate Destiny) Is Far Superior to That of John the Baptist
(:15)  Prologue — Curiosity about John the Baptist vs. Jesus
a. (:16) Contrast in Baptisms between John and Jesus
1) Symbolic Baptism Administered by John with Water
2) Superiority of Christ vs Humility of John the Baptist
3) Supernatural Baptism Administered by Christ in Connection with Holy Spirit and Fire
b. (:17) Condemnation Administered by Christ at His Second Coming as He Separates the
Wheat from the Chaff
1) Described in General
2) Described with Respect to Ultimate Salvation
3) Described with Respect to Ultimate Condemnation



(:18) Epilogue— Continuing Preaching Ministry of John the Baptist
3. (3:19-20) Imprisonment of John the Baptist --
Wickedness Hates the Light
a. (:19) Wickedness Deserves Reproof — Herod Reproved by John the Baptist
1) Reproof for Singular Sin
2) Reproof for Multitude of Sins
b. (:20) Wickedness Resists Reproof — Herod Imprisons John

B. (3:21 - 4:13) THE BEGINNING MINISTRY OF JESUS
1. (3:21-22) Divine Testimony at the Baptism of Jesus --
At the Baptism of Jesus, God Endorses His Son as Both Beloved Deity and Suffering Servant
Empowered by the Holy Spirit to Accomplish His Redemptive Mission
(:21a) The Occasion = Jesus Being Baptized by John
a. (:21b-22a) Testimony / Endorsement of the Holy Spirit
b. (:22b) Testimony / Endorsement of God the Father
1) Affirmation of His Person = Beloved Son
2) Affirmation of His Works = Well-Pleased in the works of the Suffering Servant
2. (3:23-38) DNA Testimony --
The Genealogy of Jesus Christ Testifies to His Legitimate Claim to be the Promised Messiah
and to the Universality of His Saving Work
3. (4:1-13) Temptation of Jesus --
Jesus as the Second Adam Defeated the Temptations of Satan by Relying on the Word of God
in the Power of the Spirit
(:1-2) Prologue — The 5 Conditions of the Testing
1) Led by the Holy Spirit
2) Isolated in the Wilderness
3) Endured a Period of 40 Days
4) Tempted by Satan
5) Fasted
a. (:3-4) First Temptation — Failure to Trust God’s Provision —
Can God Care for Me? Goodness and Love of God Attacked
Sufficiency -- Lust of the Flesh
1) (:3) Satan’s Challenge
2) (:4) Christ’s Response
b. (:5-8) Second Temptation — Failure to Trust God’s Kingdom Program --
How Does God Want to Accomplish His Agenda? Wisdom of God Attacked
Supremacy — Pride of Life
1) (:5-7) Satan’s Challenge
2) (:8) Christ’s Response
c. (:9-12) Third Temptation — Failure to Trust God’s Providence —
How Does God Want to Deliver and Exalt Me? Sovereignty of God Attacked
Sustainability -- Lust of the Eyes
1) (:9-11) Satan’s Challenge
2) (:12)  Christ’s Response
(:13) Epilogue -- Satan Departs until Later

lll. (4:14 —9:50) THE MINISTRY OF JESUS IN GALILEE
Malick: Jesus presented himself as the Suffering Servant who was bringing the deliverance of the nation,
and clarified his ministry through teaching his disciples of his suffering Messiahship so that they might
not reject him, but choose to follow his example as suffering-ministers



(14-15) TRANSITION
1. (:14) Jesus Returns to Galilee and His Reputation Spreads
2. (:15) Jesus Begins Effective Public Teaching Ministry

A. (4:16-30) HOMETOWN RECEPTION OF JESUS TURNS UGLY FAST
PROCLAMATION OF GRACIOUS MESSIANIC MISSION THAT EXTENDS TO THE
GENTILES REJECTED BY HOSTILE HOMETOWN CROWD
1. (:16-21) The Announcement in His Home Town of His Messianic Redemptive Mission
a. (:16-17) Preparation for the Public Reading of Scripture
b. (:18-19) Proclamation of the Messianic Text from Isaiah 61
c. (:20-21) Prophetic Fulfillment of the Scripture
2.(:22-30) The Anticipation of a Negative Home Town Response —
Jesus Driven Out of Nazareth
a. (:22) Superficial Praise
b. (:23-24) Stunning Principle
c. (:25-27) Surprising Proof —
2 OT Examples of Prophetic Blessing Directed Towards Outsiders Instead of Insiders
1) (:25-26) Example from Ministry of Elijah 1 Kings 17:8-16
2) (:27) Example from Ministry of Elisha 2 Kings 5:1-14
d. (:28-30) Severe Persecution — Complete Reversal of Reaction from the People

B. (4:31-44) POWER AND AUTHORITY OF JESUS CHRIST
WE NEED TO SUBMIT TO THE ABSOLUTE POWER AND AUTHORITY OF JESUS
CHRIST WHO REIGNS OVER THE KINGDOM OF GOD
(:31-32) Prelude — Developing a Reputation for Power and Authority in Capernaum and Beyond
1. (:31a) Place of Teaching = Capernaum
2. (:31b) Pattern of Teaching = Sabbath
3.(:32) Power of Teaching = Message was With Authority
1. (:33-37) Power and Authority Over Demons
a. (:33a) Demon Possession
b. (:33b-34) Demon Testimony
c. (:35) Demon Exorcism
d. (:36-37) Reaction of the People
2.(:38-41) Power and Authority Over Disease
a. (:38-39) Very Personal Healing — Mother-in-law of Simon Peter
b. (:40-41) General Scope of Healing
1) (:40)  Various Kinds of Sickness
2) (:41)  Miraculous Healing From Demons
(:42-44)  Postlude — Priority of His Ministry
a. (:42a)  Seeking Solitude — Needs Private Time with the Father
b. (:42b)  Swarmed by the Multitudes — Not Constrained by People’s Desires
c. (:43-44) Set on His Course — Committed to His Widespread Preaching Mission

C. (5:1-11) MAKING FISHERS OF MEN — PATHWAY OF CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP
THE CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP (FORSAKING ALL AND FOLLOWING CHRIST)
OFFERS THE PROSPECT OF ABUNDANT MINISTRY FRUIT DESPITE OUR
SINFULNESS BECAUSE OF THE POWER AND AUTHORITY OF JESUS
1. (:1-3) Teaching Lesson — Feeding the Multitudes the Word of God —
Setting the Stage for the Object Lesson
a. (:la)  Logistical Problem — Need a Better Platform for Teaching
b. (:1b-2) Recognizing the Resources at Hand



c. (:3) Effective Solution
2. (:4-7) Fishing Lesson = Object Lesson — Jesus Can Catch a Lot of Fish
a. (:4) Bold Command — Jesus Knows Where the Fish Are
b. (:5) Natural Impossibility — Human Resources are Not the Issue or the Limitation
c. (:6-7)  Supernatural Catch — Fellowship in the Gospel Requires Partnership to Reel in
the Huge Catch that Jesus Will Command
3. (:8-11) Discipleship Lesson = Application of Object Lesson —
The Pathway of Obedient Christian Discipleship Involves Fishing for Men
a. (:8) Jesus Can Deal With Our Doubts and Fears
b. (:9-10a) Jesus Will Constantly Amaze Us
c. :10B) Jesus Keeps Us Focused on the Goal of Fishing for Men
d. :11) Jesus Demands That We Forsake All and Follow Him

D. (5:12-26) ONLY JESUS CAN DO THIS — 2 LEVELS OF HEALING
THE MIRACLES OF PHYSICAL HEALING AUTHENTICATE THE POWER AND
AUTHORITY OF JESUS TO CLEANSE FROM SIN AND TO FORGIVE SINS
1. (:12-16) Healing the Leper — Jesus Can Make the Unclean Clean
a.(:12)  Ministry Petition
b. (:13-14) Ministry Performance
c. (:15-16) Ministry Pressure
2. (:17-26) Healing the Paralyzed Man — Jesus Can Forgive Sins
a. (:17) The Circumstances Surrounding the Miraculous Healing
b. (:18-19) The Persistence and Creativity of Seeking Healing From Jesus
c. (:20) The Spiritual Reality of Forgiving Sins By Grace Through Faith
d. (:21-26) The Physical Object Lesson of Healing the Paralytic

E. (5:27-39) WHAT’S RADICALLY DIFFERENT ABOUT JESUS?
CRITICS OF CHRISTIANITY FAIL TO UNDERSTAND THE RADICAL MISSION
AND THE NEW MOVEMENT COMMANDED BY JESUS
(:27-28) Transition — Radical Mission = Call of a Tax Collector to Follow Jesus
(:29) Setting — Reception at the House of Levi
1. (:30-35) Two Complaining Questions —
The Conduct of Jesus and His Disciples Makes Sense When You Understand Their Radical Mission
a. (:30-32) Question #1 — Why Associate with Sinners?
b. (:33-35) Question #2 — Why Not Fast?
2. (:36-39) Two Insightful Parables —
The Movement Ushered In By Jesus: Breaks with Tradition and Surpasses the Old
a. (:36)  Parable #1 — The New Movement Breaks with Tradition
b. (:37-39) Parable #2 — The New Movement Surpasses the Old

F. (6:1-11) TWO SABBATH CONTROVERSIES
COMPASSION FOR HUMAN NEED TRUMPS LEGALISTIC CONFORMITY BECAUSE:
- JESUS IS LORD OF THE SABBATH
- JESUS PUTS A PRIORITY ON DOING GOOD
1. (:1-5) Sabbath Controversy #1 — Dealing With Hunger
a. (:1)  Fundamental Human Need — Hunger
b. (:2-4) Fundamental Difference in Perspective —
Legalistic Conformity vs. Showing Compassion
c. (:5) Fundamental Principle — Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath
2. (:6-11) Sabbath Controversy #2 — Dealing With Physical Handicap
a. (:6) Fundamental Human Need — Physical Handicap
b. (:7-8) Fundamental Difference in Perspective —



Legalistic Conformity vs. Showing Compassion
c.(:9) Fundamental Principle — Jesus Puts a Priority on Doing Good
d. (:10-11) Fundamental Difference in Action — Healing vs. Malice

G. (6:12-16) THE DREAM TEAM — SELECTION OF THE APOSTLES - A FEW GOOD MEN
PAY ATTENTION TO LEADERSHIP SELECTION
1. (:12-13) Choosing of the 12 — A Significant Ministry Transition
a. (:12) Prayer Preparation
b. (:13) Selection Process
2. (:14-16) Composition of the 12 -- 6 Groupings of 2 Apostles Each

H. (6:17-26) BEATITUDES - BLESSINGS VS WOES
THOSE WHO EMBRACE THE VALUE SYSTEM OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD
RECEIVE BLESSING RATHER THAN CONDEMNATION
(:17-19)  Setting
1. (:20-23) Blessings = Happiness Now and Forever for Embracing the Value System
of the Kingdom of God
a. (:20-21) Kingdom Character Traits — Lead to Blessing
b. (:22-23) Kingdom Persecution Indicates Alignment with Jesus and the OT Prophets --
Leads to Great Reward
2. (:24-26) Woes = Condemnation for Embracing the Value System of the World
a. (:24-25) Worldly Character Traits — Lead to Condemnation
b. (:26)  Widespread Popularity Indicates Alignment with the World’s Value System and
the False Prophets of the OT — Leads to Condemnation

l. (6:27-38) COMMANDMENTS -- RADICAL LOVE AND MERCY
LOVING OUR ENEMIES:
- DISTINGUISHES DISCIPLES FROM THE WORLD
- REVEALS OUR CONNECTION TO OUR MERCIFUL FATHER AND
- IMPROVES OUR RELATIONSHIP FOR THE SAKE OF EVANGELISM
1. (:27-31) Command to Love Even Our Enemies
a. (:27-28) Practice Love and Goodness to Your Enemies
b. (:29) Practice Unnatural Restraint and Undeserved Kindness
c. (:30) Practice Unlimited Generosity
d. (:31)  Practice the Golden Rule to Everyone
2. (:32-34) Contrast Between Radical Christ-Like Love and Love Practiced by the World
3 Examples to Prove His Point:
a.(:32)  Regarding Loving
b. (:33)  Regarding Doing Good
c.(:34)  Regarding Lending Expecting Nothing in Return

3. (:35-36) Connection to the Father Explains Why We Are to Love In This Manner and to This Extent

a. (:35a)  Repetition of the Command
b. (:35b)  Reward Promised

c.(:35¢c)  Reason for Obedience is Your Connection to the Father — by Nature and by Action

d. (:36) Repetition of the Command Now Linked to Family Character
4. (:37-38) Command to Pursue Gracious Pardon Over Judgmental Condemnation —
With Corresponding Benefits That Improve Our Relationship for the Sake of Evangelism
a. (:37-38a) Clear Command with Corresponding Benefits —
Pursue Gracious Pardon over Judgmental Condemnation
b. (:38b)  Fundamental Principle — You Will Get What You Give

J. (6:39-45) WARNING AGAINST FOLLOWING THE WRONG TYPE OF SPIRITUAL LEADERS



BE CAREFUL WHOM YOU FOLLOW -4 TYPES OF LEADERS NOT TO FOLLOW:

1. (:39) The Blind — You Need Discernment = Light vs. Darkness
2.(:40)  The Novice—  You Need Experience and Wisdom = Expertise
3. (:41-42) The Hypocrite — You Need Integrity = Walk the Talk

a. (:41-42a) Tendency to Concentrate on the Sins of Others
b. (:42b)  Priority of Dealing with Your Own Sins
4. (:43-45) The Unrighteous — You Need Righteousness = Proved by Fruit
a. (:43-44) The Condition of the Tree Will Show Itself in Fruit—  Good vs Bad
b. (:45) The Condition of the Heart Will Show Itself in Speech — Good vs Evil

K. (6:46-49) TWO CONTRASTING FOUNDATIONS
SPIRITUAL SECURITY COMES FROM OBEYING THE WORD OF THE LORD
1. (:46) Teaching Lesson = Embracing the Lordship of Christ Requires Obedience, Not Just Lip Service
2. (:47-49) Object Lesson = Houses Built on 2 Different Foundations
a. (:47-48) House Built on Solid Foundation = Well Built / Destined for Permanence
b. (:49) House Built on No Foundation =  Poorly Built / Destined for Destruction

L. (7:1-10) AMAZING FAITH - HOW SWEET THE PICTURE
THE GREAT FAITH OF THE HUMBLE GENTILE CENTURION FOCUSED ON THE
POWER AND AUTHORITY OF JESUS TO JUST SPEAK THE SAVING WORD
(:1) Transition — Scene Switches Back to Capernaum = Ministry
1. (:2-5) Testimony to the Worthiness of the Centurion and His Dying Slave
a. (:2-3) The Worthiness of the Dying Slave Motivates the Petition for Healing
b. (:4-5) The Worthiness of the Centurion Commended to Jesus as the Basis for Granting
the Petition
2. (:6-8) Testimony to the Authority of Jesus
a. (:6-7) Recognition of the Power and Authority of Jesus
b. (:8)  Appreciation of the Response to Authority
3. (:9-10) Testimony to the Great Faith of This Gentile Centurion
a. (:9) Jesus Proclaims the Special Greatness of This Gentile’s Faith
b. (:10) Jesus Performs the Healing

M. (7:11-17) DEALING WITH HEARTACHE
NO HEARTACHE IS TOO HOPELESS FOR THE COMPASSIONATE GRACE OF
JESUS -- WHO ALONE HAS THE POWER OVER EVEN DEATH
(:11)  Prologue — Divinely Ordained Setting
1. (:12) Sad Funeral Procession for the Widow’s Only Son
a. Hopelessness of the Dead Man
b. Anguish of the Mother
c. Grief of the Crowd
2. (:13-15) Compassionate Restoration of Life by Jesus
a. (:13) Jesus Intervenes — His Motivation
b. (:14) Jesus Initiates — His Interaction
c. (:15) Jesus Imparts — His Restoration
3. (:16) Incomplete Recognition of Who Jesus Is
a. Enough Impact to Inspire Fear
b. Enough Impact to Relate This Event to the Power of God
(:17) Epilogue — Spreading Reputation of Jesus

N. (7:18-35) THE MIRACLES OF JESUS SAY EVERYTHING THAT NEED TO BE SAID
THE MIRACLES PERFORMED BY JESUS:
- CONFIRM HIS IDENTITY AS PROMISED MESSIAH



- CALM THE DOUBTS OF COMMENDED DICIPLES (LIKE JOHN THE BAPTIST)
- CALL OUT THE DUPLICITY OF HIS UNREASONABLE CRITICS

(:18) Prologue

1. (:19-23) Confirmation Regarding the Identity of Jesus as the Messiah —

His Miracles Confirm His Messiahship
a. (:19-20) Confirmation Requested by John the Baptist — Take Your Doubts to Jesus

b. (:21-23) Confirmation Provided by the Ministry of the Messiah
2. (:24-28) Commendation Regarding the Greatness of John the Baptist —
His Doubts Don’t Compromise His Greatness
a. (:24-26) Commending John by Use of Rhetorical Questions
b. (:27-28) Commending John by Explicit Testimony
3. (:29-35) Contrast Regarding the Response to the Ministry of John the Baptist and of Jesus —
Critics Hide behind Unreasonable Smokescreens
a. (:29-30) John’s Baptism Proves to be a Watershed Between:
1) (:29)  Those Accepting God’s Kingdom Program = Common People
2) (:30) Those Rejecting God’s Kingdom Program = Jewish Religious Leaders
b. (:31-34) Critics Will Be Critics — Impossible to Please Them
1) (:31-32) Never Satisfied
2) (:33-34) Always Finding Fault — With Both John the Baptist and Jesus — Despite

Their Contrasting Styles
c. (:35) Wisdom Will Be Vindicated — Unreasonable Critics Will Be Unmasked

O. (7:36 — 8:3) EXTRAORDINARY FORGIVENESS . . . EXTRAVAGANT LOVE
FORGIVEN SINNERS DISPLAY EXTRAVAGANT LOVE THAT THE SELF RIGHTEOUS REJECT
1. (7:36-39) The Plot = What Happened at the Dinner?
a. (:36) The Setting — Dinner at Simon’s House = Self-Righteous Pharisee
b. (:37) The Surprise Intruder — Disgraced Prostitute Bringing an Alabaster Vial of Per
c. (:38) The Story Line Played Out = Extravagant Display of Love and Gratitude
d. (:39) The Scornful Reaction on the Part of the Host Pharisee
2.(7:40-50) The Principle = The Point Jesus Wants to Drive Home
a. (:40-43) Object Lesson — The Greater the Forgiveness . . . the Greater the Love
b. (:44-46) Application — The Prostitute Showed Jesus More Consideration Than the Host
c. (:47-48) Connection Between Forgiveness and Love (Gratitude)
d. (:49-50) Connection Between Faith and Forgiveness of Sins and Peace
(8:1-3) Epilogue — Support for the Itinerant Preaching Ministry of Jesus
a. (8:1a) Itinerant Preaching Ministry of Jesus
b. (8:1b-3) Inclusive Ministry Support from a Wide Range of Disciples

P. (8:4-21) RIGHT RESPONSE TO THE WORD OF GOD IS KEY
1. (8:4-15) Parable of the Soils —
Response to the Gospel Depends on Your Heart Condition —
a. (:4) Teaching Logistics
b. (:5-8) Details of the Parable —4 Types of Soil and the Results
(:52) Prologue
1) (:5b) Seed on the Road
2) (:6) Seed on Rocky Ground
3) (:7) Seed among Thorns
4) (:8a) Seed on Good Soil
(:8b) Postscript
c. (:9-10) Aside — Parables 101 — Introduction to Parables
1) (:9) Perplexity about Parables: Why Use Parables? / What Do They Mean?

2) (:10) Purpose of Parables



d. (:11-15) Interpretation of the Parable — 4 Types of Soil and the Results
(:11) Consistent Thread = Sowing the Seed
1) (:12) Seed on the Road — Hardened Hearts vs. Spiritual Life
2) (:13) Seed on Rocky Ground — Shallow Hearts vs Spiritual Perseverance
3) (:14) Seed among Thorns — Distracted (Preoccupied) Hearts vs Spiritual Devotion
4) (:15) Seed on Good Soil — Fruitful Hearts
2. (8:16-21) Application of the Parable of the Soils —
Be Careful How You Listen and Respond to the Word of God
a. (:16-18) Parable of the Lamp — Be Careful How You Listen to the Word of God =
Key to Gaining Additional Spiritual Insight
1) (:16-17) God Ultimately Desires Illumination Rather Than Concealment
2) (:18) Degree of Attentiveness Determines Degree of Spiritual Insight
b. (:19-21) Incident with His Family — Be Careful How You Respond to the Word of God =
Key to Inclusion in the Family of God
1) (:19)  Family Situation
2) (:20-21) Spiritual Lesson

Q. (8:22-56) ABSOLUTE POWER AND AUTHORITY
WHATEVER THE CRISIS, FAITH IN THE PERSON AND POWER AND AUTHORITY
OF JESUS IS THE ANSWER
1. (:22-25) Power Over Nature
a. (:22-23) Crisis Situation — Danger of Drowning
b. (:24) Confrontation — Disciples vs. Master
c. (:25) Critical Lesson to be Learned — Trust the One Who Has All Power over Nature
2. (:26-39) Power Over Demons
a. (:26-29) Crisis Situation — Distress of the Demon Possessed Man
b. (:30-33) Confrontation — Jesus Grants the Entreaty of the Demons
c. (:34-39) Critical Lesson to be Learned — Testify to the One Who Has Power over the
Strongest Demons
3. (:40-48) Power Over Sickness
a. (:40-44) 2 Crisis Situations —
1) (:40-42a) First Crisis=  Jairus’ Daughter
2) (:42b-44) Second Crisis = Woman With Hemorrhage
b. (:45-47) Confrontation — Between Jesus and the Woman with the Hemorrhage
c. (:48) Critical Lesson to be Learned — Trust in the One Who Has Power over Sickness
to Cleanse You From All Defilement
4. (:49-56) Power Over Death
a. (:49)  Critical Situation — Jairus’ Daughter Reported as Dead
b. (:50)  Confrontation — Between Jesus and Jairus — Faith Replaces Fear with Hope
c. (:51-56) Critical Lesson to be Learned — Trust in the One Who Has Power over Death

R. (9:1-17) WHO IS ADEQUATE FOR THESE THINGS?
THE ALL-SUFFICIENT KING EQUIPS INADEQUATE DISCIPLES FOR EFFECTIVE MINISTRY
1. (:1-6)  Apostles Sent Out on a Missions Trip — Preaching and Healing
a. (:1-2) Commissioning for the Missions Trip
b. (:3-5) Logistical Instructions for the Missions Trip
c. (:6) Execution of the Missions Trip
2.(:7-9) Aside: Perplexity of Herod Regarding Identity of Jesus
a. (:7-8) Confusion
b. (:9) Curiosity
3.(:10-11) Aftermath of the Missions Trip
a. (:10a) Missions Report



b. (:10b)  Missions Break
c.(:11) Missions Continuation
4. (:12-17) Feeding of the 5,000
a. (:12-14a) Commissioning for the Feeding
b. (:14b-16) Logistical Instructions
c. (:17) Execution of the Feeding Miracle — Jesus Supplies and Satisfies All Our Needs

S. (9:18-22) THE ONLY QUESTION THAT MATTERS
JESUS CHALLENGES EVERYONE TO KNOW HIS TRUE IDENTITY AND TO
RESPOND TO HIS REDEMPTIVE MISSION
1. (:18-19) Confusion of the Multitudes Regarding the Identity of Jesus = Human Opinion
a. (:18) Key Question — What is the Word on the Street?
b. (:19) Speculative Answers
2. (:20) Confession of Peter Regarding the Identity of Jesus = Divine Revelation
3. (:21-22) Caution and Clarification Regarding Messianic Mission

T. (9:23-27) THE TOTAL COMMITMENT INVOLVED IN DISCIPLESHIP
THE CALL TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP DEMANDS A COMPLETE
REORIENTATION OF ONE’S LIFE
1. (:23-24) Essence of Genuine Christian Discipleship
a. (:23) Following Jesus
b. (:24) Forsaking Self Interest
2. (:25-26) Emptiness of Friendship with the World
a. (:25) Empty Gain = Eternal Loss
b. (:26) Eternal Shame / Missing Out on Glory
3.(:27) Expectation of the Nearness of Kingdom Days

U. (9:28-36) TESTIMONY OF THE FATHER AT THE TRANSFIGURATION
THE TRANSFIGURATION PROVIDES VISUAL AND AUDIBLE TESTIMONY TO BOTH THE
IDENTITY OF JESUS AND THE NECESSITY OF HIS REDEMPTIVE MISSION
1. (:28-31) The Impact of the Transfiguration Event on Jesus =
Confirmation Regarding His Redemptive Mission
a. (:28)  Venue for the Transfiguration Event
b. (:29)  Visible Physical Transformation
c. (:30-31) Visitation by Moses and Elijah
2. (:32-33) The Impact of the Transfiguration Event on Peter, James and John =
Confusion
a. (:32) Saw the Transfiguration Event Correctly
b. (:33) Suggested An Outcome That Was Off Target
3. (:34-33) The Impact of the Transfiguration Event Delivered by God the Father =
Clarity — by Way of Divine Testimony
a. (:34) Divine Presence
b. (:35) Divine Testimony
c.(:36a)  Divine Focus
(:36b) Epilogue

V. (9:37-50) CORRECTIVE PHASE IN THE TRAINING OF THE 12
JESUS ADDRESSES WRONG PERSPECTIVES ON THE PART OF HIS APOSTLES
WITH A SERIES OF 4 CORRECTIONS

1. (:37-43a) Correcting a Spirit of Ministry Inadequacy —

(Lack of Faith When Confronted with Difficult Ministry Challenges)

Focus on the Greatness of God



a. (:37-40) Wrong Perspective of the Disciples = Lack of Faith When Confronted with
Difficult Ministry Challenge
b. (:41-42) Correction = Jesus Rebukes the Demon and Heals the Boy
c. (:43a)  Testimony to the Greatness of God
2. (:43b-45) Correcting a Spirit of False Expectations —
(Embracing the Superficial Popularity Offered by the Fickle Crowds)
Focus on the Rejection by Men Associated with Jesus’ Redemptive Mission
a. (:43b)  Wrong Perspective of the Disciples = Embracing Superficial Popularity
b. (:44) Correction = Sobering Reality of Rejection Associated with Redemptive Mission
c. (:45) Problem = Lack of Discernment
3. (:46-48) Correcting a Spirit of Selfish Ambition —
(Striving to be the Greatest)
Focus on Respecting the Least Significant Individuals
a. (:46)  Wrong Perspective of the Disciples = Spirit of Selfish Ambition
b. (:47-48) Correction = Respect the Least Significant Individuals
4. (:49-50) Correcting a Spirit of Sectarianism —
(Limiting the Ministry of Those Who Differ)
Focus on Tolerance
a. (:49) Wrong Perspective of the Disciples = Spirit of Sectarianism
b. (:50) Correction = Tolerance

IV. (9:51 - 19:27) THE MINISTRY OF JESUS ON THE ROAD TO JERUSALEM
Malick: As Jesus moved toward Jerusalem, he was continually rejected by the religious leaders as
Messiah, he exposed the evil of people by emphasizing God’s requirement of loyal love, and he
prepared his disciples for service by instructing them in God’s requirements of faithful love, warning
them of his upcoming suffering, and proclaiming the upcoming judgment upon the nation

A. (9:51 - 11:13) KINGDOM PRIORITIES
1. (9:51-62) Priority of Salvation — High Level of Commitment Required --
Maintain a Singular Focus (Without Distractions and Competing Priorities) on Seeking Conversions and
Following Jesus
a. (:51-56) Priority of Seeking Conversions Rather Than Pronouncing Condemnation —
The Compassion (Mercy) Involved in Following Jesus
1) (:51-53) Rejection by Prejudiced Samaritan Village
2) (:54-56) Revenge Is Antithetical to the Mission of Seeking Conversions
b. (:57-62) Priority of Following Jesus Trumps All Possible Excuses —
The Commitment Involved in Following Jesus
1) (:57-58) Excuse #1 = Unwilling to Embrace the Hardship of the Mission
2) (:59-60) Excuse #2 = Family Commitments Require Me to Delay
3) (:61-62) Excuse #3 = Other Distractions Compromise a Singular Focus
2. (10:1-24) Priority of Evangelism — High Level of Accountability and Condemnation --
Ministry Success Governed by Sovereign Grace Brings the Kingdom of God Near to the Lost Along
with the Condemnation Associated with Rejection
a.. (:1-9) Commissioning of the 70 for Evangelistic Blitz --
Bring the Kingdom of God Near to Those Who are Lost
b. (:10-16) Condemnation for Rejecting Jesus
1) (:10-12) Accountability Once the Kingdom of God Has Come Near
2) (:13-14) Applied to Chorazin and Bethsaida
3) (:15)  Applied to Capernaum
4) (:16)  Applied Universally Based on Rejection of Jesus
c. (:17-20) Celebration of Ministry Success — Reasons for Rejoicing



1) (:17)  Subjugation of Demons — In the Name of Jesus
2) (:18-19) Subjugation of Satan = Over All the Power of the Enemy
3) (:20)  Salvation Trumps Ministry Success as Cause for Rejoicing
d. (:21-24) Control of Spiritual Revelation / Illumination — Governed by Divine Choice —
Reasons for Jesus to Greatly Rejoice:
1) (:21)  Paradox of Spiritual Revelation/Illumination -- Governed by Divine Choice
2) (:22)  Process of Spiritual Revelation/Illumination — Governed by Divine Choice
3) (:23-24) Privilege of Spiritual Revelation/Illumination — Governed by Divine Choice
3. (10:25-37) Priority of Loving Our Neighbor --
How Good Do I Have to Be? -- Parable of the Good Samaritan —
God’s Standard of Righteousness Convicts Us All of Our Inability to Merit Salvation by Good Works —
2 Key Questions That Expose the Futility of Self Righteousness:
a. (:25-28) Question #1 = What Shall I Do to Inherit Eternal Life?
b. (:29-37) Question #2 = Who is My Neighbor?
4. (10:38-42) Priority of Communion (Devotion) with God --
Communion with God Must Take Priority over Spiritual Service
(:38) Prologue — Visit in Martha’s Home
a. (:39-40) Contrasting Conduct of Mary and Martha
1) (:39) Conduct of Mary — Devoted to the Person of the Lord and His Word
2) (:40) Conduct of Martha — Distracted by Service Activities
b. (:41-42) Contrasting Evaluation of Martha and Mary
1) (:41) Evaluation of Martha’s Conduct — Distracted by Lower Priority Concerns
2) (:42) Evaluation of Mary’s Conduct — Devoted to the Highest Priority
5. (11:1-13) Priority of Prayer --
As We Persist in Praying as Jesus Taught Us We Should Have the Expectation of Receiving
Answers from Our Heavenly Father -- 3 Areas of Instruction Regarding Prayer:
(:1) Prologue — Teach Us to Pray
a. (:2-4) Pattern of Prayer Defined by Topic
b. (:5-8) Persistence in Prayer in Interceding for Others
1) (:5-6) Request Should Be Legitimate
2) (:7) Rejection Must Not Discourage You
3) (:8) Principle: Persistence Matters
c. (:9-13) Prospects of Answered Prayer from Your Good Heavenly Father
1) (:9-10) Persistent Asking Leads to Receiving
2) (:11-12) Earthly Fathers Don’t Disappoint and Give Something Harmful
3) (:13) Principle: Heavenly Father Likes to Give Good Gifts to His Children

B. (11:14-28) KINGDOM DOMINION -- TWO WARRING KINGDOMS
DOMINION OVER THE REALM OF SATAN REQUIRES THE SUPERIOR POWER
OF JESUS CHRIST THAT TRANSFORMS THOSE WHO HEAR AND OBEY HIM
1. (:14-16) Dominion over the Realm of Satan Demonstrates Supernatural Power
a. (:14a) Reality of the Miracle
b. (:14b-16) Reaction of the People
2.(:17-20) Dominion over the Realm of Satan Cannot Come From Satan
a. (:17-18a) Conviction - General Principle = Powerful Kingdoms Are Not Divided —
Argument of Absurdity
b. (:18b-19) Charge of a Double Standard —
Argument of Consistency
c. (:20) Claim of Dominion by the Arrival of the Kingdom of God —
Argument of Prophetic Fulfilment
3. (:21-23) Dominion over the Realm of Satan Requires a Superior Supernatural Power
a. (:21-22)  Illustration of Protecting a Homestead



b. (:23) Invitation to Align with the Superior Power — No Possibility of Neutrality
4. (:24-26) Dominion over the Realm of Satan Must Be Divinely Transformative —
Attempts at Morality or Self-Reformation Fail Miserably

a. (:24) Demonic Spirits Look for a Home = Opportunities to Possess and Afflict
b. (:25) Demonic Spirits Land Where They Find a Void of Supernatural Power
c. (:26) Demonic Spirits Love to Return in Greater Force to Wreak Greater Havoc

(:27-28) Epilogue — Hear the Word of God and Obey It

C. (11:29-36) KINGDOM DISCERNMENT -- RECEPTIVITY TO REVELATION
SPIRITUAL DISCERNMENT (SIGHT - the type of understanding that leads to Obedience)
DEPENDS NOT ON GREATER REVELATION (LIGHT) BUT ON THE RIGHT HEART CONDITION
1. (:29-32) Greater Revelation Brings Greater Condemnation (Not Genuine Spiritual Discernment)
If Your Heart Condition Is Wrong
a. (:29-30) Despite the Attacks of the Ungodly, God's Revelation Cannot be Faulted
b. God's Supreme Revelation in the Resurrected Christ is the Watershed for Blessing or
Condemnation -- a sign like that of Jonah
c. (:31-32) 2 Examples that illustrate the point Jesus is trying to make:
1) (:31) The Example of the Faith of the Queen of Sheba
2) (:32) The Example of the Repentance of the Ninevites
2.(:33) The Very Nature of Revelation Proves That God’s Intention Is Not to Conceal But to
[llumine All Who Truly Seek Illumination
3. (:34-36) Examine Yourself to Make Sure Your Heart Condition Can Receive God’s Revelation with
Spiritual Discernment
a. (:34) Check the Condition of Your Heart
b. (:35-36) Check How Much Light You Have Within

D. (11:37 - 12:12) KINGDOM AUTHENTICITY
1. (11:37 — 12:3) Exposing the Religious Hypocrisy of the Pharisees and Scribes —
Religious Hypocrisy Focuses on External Formalism at the Expense of Internal Righteousness
(:37) Prologue — Opportunity to Confront Hypocrisy — Lunch at the Home of a Pharisee
a. (:38--41) Tense Exchange — External Religious Observances Cannot Compensate for Internal
Spiritual Deficiencies
1) (:38) Supposed Offense — Regarding External Religious Observances
2) (:39) Sharp Rebuke — Regarding Internal Depravity
3) (:40) Superficial External Focus Misses God’s Intention Regarding Internal
Righteousness
4) (:41) Spiritual Lesson Regarding Cleanliness
b. (:42-52) Severe Condemnation — 6 Woes Pronounced Against the Self Righteous,
Hypocritical Pharisees and Lawyers
1) (:42-44) 3 Woes Pronounced Against the Pharisees
2) (:45-52) 3 Woes Pronounced Against the Lawyers
c. (:53-54) Opposition to Jesus Grows
d. (12:1-3) Live a Life of Integrity Rather Than Hypocrisy
(:1a) Setting
1) (:1b) Warning Against Hypocrisy
2) (:2-3) Exposure of Hypocrisy on Judgment Day
2. (12:4-12) Confidence and Integrity in Confessing Christ —
Avoid Hypocrisy in Boldly Confessing Christ in the Face of Persecution in Light of Future Judgment
a. (:4-5) Fear the Ultimate Judge Rather Than Men Who Can Only Harm You Physically
1) (:4) Men Have Limited Potential to Harm You in This Life
2) (:5) God Has Ultimate Ability to Cast into Hell Forever
b. (:6-7) Do Not Fear Men Because God Cares For You



1) (:6)  God Cares for the Least Significant
2) (:7a) God Knows All About You
3) (:7b) God Values You
c. (:8-12) Do Not Fear Men But Testify Boldly in Times of Persecution
1) (:8-9) Contrast Between Confessing and Denying Christ
2) (:10)  Contrast Between Blaspheming Against Christ vs.
Blaspheming Against the Holy Spirit
3) (:11-12) Contrast Between Anxiety vs. Confidence When Facing Persecution

E. (12:13 - 13:9) KINGDOM INVESTMENT AND ACCOUNTABILITY
1. (:12:13-34) Kingdom Investment --
Life Should Be Oriented Around Investing in God’s Kingdom to Lay Up Treasure in Heaven Rather
Than Accumulating Wealth Here on Earth
a. (:13-15) Reject the Value System of Accumulating Wealth
1) (:13-14) Money Grab
2) (:15a) Guard Against Greed
3) (:15b) General Principle: Life Cannot Be Defined By Your Possessions
b. (:16-21) Riches Can’t Satisfy or Save You
1) (:16-17) Nothing But Headaches
2) (:18-19) Never Enough
3) (:20-21) Not a Good Long Term Strategy
c. (:22-31) Reorient Your Life to Seek God’s Kingdom
1) (:22-23) Trust God for Life’s Necessary Provisions
2) (:24-28) Take a Lesson from Nature -- 2 Illustrations of God’s Provision From Nature
3) (:29-31) Transform Your Ambitions
d. (:32-34) Refinance Your Treasure in Heaven
1) (:32) Refinance Based on a Grace Outlook Rather Than a Works Outlook
2) (:33) Refinance to Support Charity in This Life and Invest in Unfailing Heavenly
Treasure
3) (:34) Refinance to Match Your Heart Devotion
2. (12:35-59) Kingdom Accountability and Readiness —
Be Ready for Accountability at the Return of Jesus Christ
a. (:35-48) Accountability (Rewards or Retribution) Based on Readiness for the Lord’s Return
1) (:35-40) 2 Illustrations Exhorting Readiness for the Lord’s Return
a) (:35-38) Servants Alert for the Return of Their Master from a Wedding Feast
b) (:39-40) Homeowner Alert for the Attack of a Thief
2) (:41-48) Accountability Described
b. (:49-53) Accountability Based on the Division that Christ Creates
1) (:49-50) Mission Statement -- Two Images of Christ’s Divisive Mission on the Cross
a) (:49) Casting Fire on the Earth — Offense of the Cross as a Dividing Point
b) (:50) Undergoing Painful Baptism -- Creating a Divide by Way of the Cross
2) (:51-53) Impact Statement -- Causing Division Within Families — Bringing Strife
c. (:54-59) Accountability Based on Discerning the Signs of the Times and Preparing
1) (:54-56) Discerning the Signs of the Times
2) (:57-59) Preparing Accordingly
3. (13:1-9) Last Chance to Repent --
Avoiding Disaster only Accentuates the Urgency of Repentance Since It Is only the Forbearance of God
that Stands between Us and Eternal Damnation
a. (:1-5) Two Disaster Illustrations Stressing the Urgent Need for Repentance
1) (:1-3) Slaughter of the Galileans by Pilate
2) (:4-5) Jews in Jerusalem Killed by Falling Tower in Siloam
b. (:6-9) Parable of the Fig Tree: Don’t Presume Against God’s Forbearance



1) (:6) Expectation of Fruit
2) (:7) Exasperation and Logical Pronouncement of Destruction
3) (:8-9) Extension of Merciful Patience and Forbearance

F. (13:10 — 14:24) KINGDOM PARADOXES
1. (13:10-17) Dramatic Deliverance Showing Mercy in Defiance of Legalism —
Jesus Breaks All the Rules of Legalism and Hypocrisy to Set People Free from Bondage and Brokenness
a. (:10-13) Dramatic Healing on the Sabbath — Setting Free from Bondage and Brokenness
1) (:10)  Standard Practice = Teaching in Synagogue on Sabbath
2) (:11) Severe Disability Attributed to an Evil Spirit
3) (:12-13) Spectacular Healing at the Loving Initiative of the Great Physician
b. (:14-17) Different Reactions to the Healing on the Sabbath —
Willingness to Break All the Rules of Legalism and Hypocrisy
1) (:14) Synagogue Official — Indignant
2) (:15-16) Jesus
3) (:17a)  Opponents — Humiliated
4) (:17b)  Multitude — Rejoicing
2. (13:18-30) Scope of the Kingdom Is Both Broad and Narrow --
a. (:18-21) Kingdom of God Characterized by Explosive Growth — 2 Metaphors
1) (:18-19) Outwardly and Visibly - Like a Mustard Seed
2) (:20-21) Inwardly and Invisibly - Like Leaven
b. (:22-30) Kingdom of God Limited to a Narrow Core of Mainly Gentile Genuine Believers
1) (:22) Context — Heading to Jerusalem
2) (:23a) Key Question = How Many Will Be Saved? Many or Just a Few?
3) (:23b-24) Key Principle = The Door to the Kingdom is Narrow
4) (:25-27) Don’t Presume You Have a Free Pass
5) (:28-30)  Transition From Jewish to Gentle Orientation
3. (13:31-35) Ministry of Love and Compassion in Climate of Hate and Opposition —
The Love, Compassion and Resolve of Jesus Kept His Ministry on Track Despite Potential Derailment
a. (:31-33) The Resolve of Jesus Kept His Ministry on Track —
The Reported Threat from Herod
1) (:31)  Reported Threat = Potential Derailment
2) (:32-33) Response of Jesus — Resolve to Maintain His Ministry Course that Will Take
Him to Death in Jerusalem = Ministry of Jesus Staying on Track
b. (:34-35) The Love and Compassion of Jesus Kept His Ministry o Track —
Lament over Jerusalem’s Demise
1) (:34) Rejection of Jesus’ Love and Compassion by Jerusalem = Potential Derailment
2) (:35) Consequences of Rejecting Love and Compassion of Jesus = Ministry of Jesus
Staying on Track
4. (14:1-6) Sabbath Controversy — Show Mercy or Not?
Hypocritical Hearts Cannot Refute the Legitimacy of Showing Compassion and Mercy towards Those
Who Are Suffering
a. (:1-2) Controversial Confrontation with Hypocritical Hearts
1) ;1) Context of Scrutiny
2) (:2) Compassion towards Suffering
b. (:3-4a) Controversial Question Pointing to the Legitimacy of Showing Compassion and
Mercy towards Those Who Are Suffering
1) (:3)  Question: Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?
2) (:4a)  Response: Silence
c. (:4b-6) Controversial Healing That Silences Any Possible Refutation of Showing Compassion
and Mercy
1) (:4b)  Dramatic Action



2) (:5) Irrefutable Justification
3) (:6) Response: Silence
5. (14:7-24) Spiritual Leaders should not Seek Prominence, Payback or Privilege —
Surprising Dinner Etiquette for the Eschatological Messianic Feast — 3 Spiritual Instructions:
a. (:7-11) Humble Yourself Rather than Exalting Yourself —
Don’t Seek Prominence — Don’t think too highly of yourself
) (:7) Scrambling for Positions of Prominence
2) (:8-10) Seating Protocol
3) (:11) Spiritual Lesson = Exaltation Rather Than Humiliation
b. (:12-14) Show Hospitality to the Needy Rather than to Your Friends —
Don’t Seek Payback — Don’t try to earn God’s favor
1) (:12-13) Selection Criteria for Hospitality Invitations
2) (:14) Spiritual Lesson = Eternal Reward for Blessing the Needy
c. (:15-24) Accept with Thanksgiving and Enthusiasm Y our Invitation to the Banquet
Don’t Seek Privilege — Don’t be self-assured about your spiritual standing
1) (:15) Self-Assured Can Be Self Deceived
2) (:16-18a) Spurning God’s Gracious Invitation
3) (:18b-20) Specific Excuses Reflecting Poor Priority Decisions
4) (:21-23) Seeking a Full House
5) (:24) Spiritual Lesson — Kingdom Focus Switching to the Non-Privileged

G. (14:24 - 16:18) KINGDOM VALUES
1. (14:25-35) Whole-Hearted Discipleship Commitment —
The Whole-Hearted Demands of Genuine Christian Discipleship Demolish Superficial Easy-Believism
(:25) Setting
a. (:26-33) The Cost of Discipleship = Total Commitment
1) (:26) Supreme Loyalty
2) (:27-33) Self-Denial
b. (:34-35a) The Value of Salt = Maintain Its Integrity
1) (:34) Lack of Integrity Cannot Be Restored
2) (:35a) Lack of Integrity Renders Salt Useless
(:35b) Epilogue — Listen and Apply
2. (15:1-32) Joy over Conversions —
The Kingdom of God Values Not the Self Righteous but Lost Sinners Who Repent
(:1-2) Occasion = Association of Jesus with Crowds of Sinners
) (1) Curious Needy Sinners — The Context
2) (:2) Critical Self-Righteous Scholars — The Complaint
a. (:3-7)  Parable of the Priority of the Lost Sheep
1) (4 Story: Priority of Diligently Searching for the Lost Sheep
2) (:5-6)  Response: Joy on Earth upon Finding the Lost Sheep
3) (7) Application: Joy in Heaven Over the Sinner Who Repents
b. (:8-10) Parable of the Priority of the Lost Coin
1) (:8) Story: Priority of Diligently Searching for the Lost Coin
2) (:9) Response: Joy on Earth upon Finding the Lost Coin
3) (:10)  Application: Joy in Heaven Over the Sinner Who Repents
c. (:11-32) Parable of the Priority of the Lost Son
1) (:11-19) Story: Lost Son Broken to the Point of Repentance
2) (:20-30) Response: Joy on Earth Upon Finding the Lost Sheep
3) (:31-32) Application: Priority of Rejoicing Over the Sinner Who Repents
3. (16:1-13) Stewardship Responsibilities — Parable of the Irresponsible but Shrewd Steward --
Steward Your Material Possessions shrewdly and faithfully so that they don’t Rule over You but Serve
God’s Kingdom Purposes



a. (:1-8) 2 Key Insights Regarding the Christian and Material Possessions
1) (:1-2) Steward Your Material Possessions Faithfully In Light of Eternal
Accountability
2) (:3-8) Steward Your Material Possessions Shrewdly to Make Friends for Eternity
b. (:9-12) 2 Key Applications Regarding the Christian and Material Possessions
1) (:9) Steward Your Material Possessions Shrewdly to Make Friends for Eternity
2) (:10-12) Steward Your Material Possessions Faithfully In Light of Eternal
Accountability
c. (:13) Key Conclusion = Don’t Allow Your Material Possessions to Rule over You, but Serve
God Instead
4. (16:14-18) Transparency before God
Legalists Justify Loophole Living but Stand Condemned before God Who Sees the Heart
a. (:14-17) Legalists Justify Themselves and Miss the Point of God’s Revelation
1) (:14) Legalists Reject the Application of Truth to Their Hearts
2) (:15a) Legalists Justify Themselves Based on External Behavior
3) (:15b) Legalists Are Exposed Before God Who Hates Their Hypocrisy
4) (:16) Legalists Miss the Heart of the Gospel Message -- the Fulfillment of the OT
(:17) Aside: Progressive Revelation is Not a Minimization of the Validity of the Law
b. (:18) Loophole Living of Legalists Condemned -- One Case Study: Divorce and Remarriage
1) The Case of the One Divorcing His Wife and Remarrying = Adultery
2) The Case of the One Remarrying the Divorced Woman = Adultery

H. (16:19-31) KINGDOM DIVIDE -- THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS
THE ETERNAL DIVIDE BETWEEN SERVING GOD AND SERVING WEALTH
BRINGS COMFORTING RELIEF OR UNRELENTING TORMENT
1. (:19-21) Disparity in Life — Contrast between the Rich Man and the Poor Man --
Between Serving Wealth vs Serving God
a. (:19)  Condition of the Rich Man = Privilege and Luxury
b. (:20-21) Condition of the Poor Man - Lazarus = Deprivation and Suffering
2. (:22-23) Disparity in Death — Contrast between the Poor Man and the Rich Man --
Resulting from Serving God vs Serving Wealth
a. (:22a)  Destiny of the Poor Man = Comfort in Abraham’s Bosom
b. (:22b-23) Destiny of the Rich Man = Torment in Hades
3. (:24-26) Destiny is Fixed Based on Serving God vs Serving Wealth
a. (:24) Desperate Cry for Personal Relief From Torment
b. (:25) Destiny is Justified
c. (:26) Divide is Final
4. (:27-31) Debate over the Root Problem of this Eternal Divide
a. (:27-28) Is the Issue More Information?
b. (:29) No — Look to the Sufficiency of the OT Scriptures
c. (:30) Is the Issue the Need for a Spectacular Sign?
d. (:31) No — The Source of the Root Problem = Wicked Heart of Unbelief

I. (17:1-19) KINGDOM STABILITY -- AVOIDING SIN, WEAKNESS, PRIDE AND INGRATITUDE
FOUR PERSPECTIVES ESSENTIAL FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH (STAYING ON COURSE)
AND GLORIFYING GOD
1. (:1-4) Guard Against Sin Harming Y ourself or Others —
Don’t Allow Sin to Knock You off Course
a. (:1-2) Do No Harm — Don’t Cause Others to Sin — Be Alert for Spiritual Snares
b. (:3a) Guard Yourselves against Sin
c. (:3b-4) Balance Necessary Rebuke of Sin with Unlimited Forgiveness
2. (:5-6) Exercise Faith for Dramatic Results —



Don’t Allow Weakness to Knock You off Course (or become an excuse)
a. Rather Than Pleading for Faith, Exercise Faith by Obeying
b. The Amount of Faith is not as Important as the Object of our Faith (right kind of faith)
c. Faith Should Produce Dramatic Results
3. (:7-10) Humbly Obey as Servants Thankful for God’s Grace —
Don’t Allow Pride to Knock You Off Course
a. (:7-8)  What Behavior is Appropriate for a Servant?
b. (:9) What Reward is Appropriate for a Servant?
c. (:10) What Attitude is Appropriate for a Servant?
4. (:11-19) Glorify God by Giving Thanks for the Healing You Have Experienced by Grace thru Faith -
Don’t Allow Ingratitude to Knock You off Course
a. (:11-13) Jesus is the Source of Undeserved Mercy
b. (:14a)  Jesus Commands Our Simple Obedience
c. (:14b)  Jesus Accomplishes Our Complete Healing
d. (:15-18) Jesus Deserves Our Abundant Thanksgiving & Directs Our Worship to Glorify God
e. (:19) Jesus Responds to Genuine Faith

J. (17:20-37) KINGDOM CERTAINTIES
THE KINGDOM IS HERE (SO SUBMIT TO THE KING) AND IT’S COMING (SO BE READY)
1. (:20-21) Submission to the King Now Takes Precedence over the Timing of the Consummated
Kingdom in the Future
a. (:20a) Deflecting Question
b. (:20b-21a) Discerning Clarification - Don’t Prioritize the Physical Over the Spiritual
c. (:21b) Definitive Answer
2.(:22-25) Sudden Return of the King Longed for but Delayed until after Suffering and Rejection

a. (:22) Anticipation — Longing for the Return of Christ and His Kingdom
b. (:23) Deception — False Claims and Hopes

c. (:24) Obvious Glorious Fulfilment — You Won’t Be Able to Miss It

d. (:25) Prerequisite — One Prior Event

3. (:26-30) Surprise Destruction Will Be Unleashed against Those Preoccupied with Normal Living and
Unsuspecting of Final Accountability

a. (:26-27)  Like the Days of Noah

b. (:28-29)  Like the Days of Lot

c. (:30) Like the Second Coming
4. (:31-37) Separation unto Final Salvation and Destruction Will Occur at the Second Coming

a. (:31-33)  Pathway to Salvation - Lose Your Life to Preserve It

b. (:34-36)  Examples of Separation

c. (:37) Certainty of Destruction

K. (18:1-27) KINGDOM ACCESS - HOW TO APPROACH GOD
1. (18:1-8) Parable of the Wicked Judge —
Perseverance in Prayer Directly Tied to Perseverance in Faith
(:1) Prologue -- Point of the Parable — Perseverance in Prayer is Key
a. (:2-5) Story of the Parable — Persistence Pays Off
1) (:2)  Unrighteous Judge
2) (:3) Oppressed Widow
3) (:4-5) Persistent Entreaties Pay Off
b. (:6-8a) Application of the Parable — God Will Do What Is Right
1) (:6)  Argument from the Lesser to the Greater
2) (:7-8a) Argument from Family Relationship
(:8b) Epilogue — Perseverance in Faith is Key
2. (18:9-14) Parable of the Pharisee and the Publican --



Approach God with Humility and Confession of the Need for Mercy
Rather than Smugly Trusting in Your Own Good Works
a. (:9) Purpose of the Parable = Expose Self Righteousness
b. (:10-13) People of the Parable
1) (:10) Two Men Identified
2) (:11-13) Two Men Characterized
a) (:11-12) The Pharisee = Self-Righteous — How Not to Approach God
b) (:13) The Tax-Gatherer = Humble Sinner — How to Approach God
c. (:14) Point of the Parable = Humble Yourself to Obtain Mercy
1) Result = Justified
2) Principle — Exalting Self vs. Humbling Self
3. (18:15-17) Approach God in Childlike Dependence
a. (:15) Protectionist Attitude of the Disciples
1) Did Not Want Jesus Bothered
2) Denied Access to Jesus
b. (:16) Protectionist Attitude of Jesus
1) Not Bothered by Children
2) Only Ones Like Little Children Have Access to the Kingdom
c. (:17) Principle = Approach God in Childlike Dependence
4. (18:18-27) The Rich Young Ruler — Salvation Cannot be Earned —
The Impossibility of Salvation by Human Means Requires God’s Sovereign Grace through Repentance
and Faith in the Lordship of Christ
a. (:18-21) Wrong Thinking
1) (:18) The Wrong Question Regarding How to Inherit Eternal Life
2) (:19)  The Wrong Assessment of Jesus Christ
3) (:20-21) The Wrong Answer to the Requirements of the Law
b. (:22-23) Worldliness Exposed
1) (:22) Pressure Point
2) (:23) Fatal Flaw
c. (:24-27) Way to God only Possible via Sovereign Grace
1) (:24-25) Impossibility of the Wealthy Achieving Salvation
2) (:26-27) Only Possibility is Sovereign Grace of God

L. (18:28-34) KINGDOM RETURN ON INVESTMENT
THE COSTLY SACRIFICES FOR GOD’S KINGDOM WILL PROVE TO BE WORTH IT BECAUSE OF
CHRIST’S SACRIFICE
1. (:28-30) Costly Sacrifices by the Dedicated Followers of Christ
a. (:28)  Testimony of Total Commitment — Implied Question: Is it Worth It?
b. (:29-30) Triumph of Tremendous Reward — Definitive Promise: You Bet It Is
2. (:31-34) Costly Sacrifice by Christ Himself = Supreme Sacrifice
a. (:31) Prophetic Fulfillment Regarding Suffering and Death in Jerusalem
b. (:32-33a) Progression of Suffering Culminating in Crucifixion
c. (:33b)  Promise of the Resurrection
d. (:34) Perplexity on the Part of the Apostles

M. (18:35-19:10) KINGDOM TRANSFORMATION EXAMPLES
1. (18:35-43) Transformation of the Blind Man --
Seize Every Opportunity to Seek God’s Mercy for Transformation through Faith in the Messiah
a. (:35-39) The Blind Can Come to Jesus for Mercy
1) (:35)  Helpless Individual
2) (:36-37) Hope Stirred by Arrival of Jesus
3) (:38-39) Insistent Cry for Mercy



b. (:40-43) The Blind Can Receive Sight through Faith in Jesus Christ
1) (:40-41) The Request for Regaining Sight
2) (:42) The Response of Jesus to Faith — Commanded the Miracle
3) (:43a) The Response of the Healed Man
4) (:43b) The Response of the People = Praising God
2. (19:1-10) Transformation of Zacchaeus --
The Son of Man has Come to Seek and to Save that which was Lost
a. (:1-4) Lost Sinners Should Seek to Connect with Jesus
) (:1) Itinerary of Jesus = Passing Through Jericho
2) (:2) Introduction to Zacchaeus = a Lost Sinner
3) (:3-4) Intent of Zacchaeus = Trying to See Who Jesus Was
b. (:5-6) Jesus Makes the Connection with Lost Sinners
1) (:5) Jesus Invites Himself into Zacchaeus’ Life
2) (:6) Zacchaeus Eagerly Receives Jesus
c. (:7-9) Lost Sinners are Transformed When Saved by Jesus

1) (:7) Association with Sinners Criticized
2) (:8) Evidence of Transformation
3) (:9) Affirmation of Salvation of Zacchaeus

d. (:10) Messianic Mission Statement
“For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”

N. (19:11-27) FUTURE ACCOUNTABILITY DEMANDS FAITHFULNESS NOW -
PARABLE OF THE POUNDS
FAITHFULNESS IN SPIRITUAL STEWARDSHIP WHILE THE KING IS AWAY WILL
BE REWARDED WHEN THE KING RETURNS
(:11) Prologue — Correcting Kingdom Misconceptions
1. (:12-14) Kingdom Responsibility
a. (:12)  Parameters of the Kingdom Established
b. (:13) Stewardship of the Kingdom Commanded
c.(:14) Resistance to the King Intensified
2. (:15-23) Kingdom Accountability
a. (:15)  Final Reporting
b. (:16-25) Faithfulness Rewarded / Unfaithfulness Rejected
3. (:26-27) Kingdom Lessons
a. (:26) Faithfulness Will Be Rewarded / Unfaithfulness Rejected
b. (:27) Final Condemnation for Rejecting the King

V. (19:28 - 21:38) JESUS IN JERUSALEM FOR PASSION WEEK
A. (19:28-48) DESTINATION OF JESUS = TEMPLE IN JERUSALEM
1. (19:28-40) Messianic Approach to Jerusalem in Humility and Peace —
The King of Peace Approached Jerusalem in Fulfillment of OT Prophecy with Messianic Significance
a. (:28-34) Requisitioning the Colt to Ride On
1) (:28-29) Messianic Significance of the Setting
2) (:30-31) Messianic Significance of the Lord’s Instructions
3) (:32-34) Messianic Significance of Obedience to the Lord’s Instructions
b. (:35-38) Receiving Praise and Adulation
1) (:35-36) Messianic Significance of Physical Displays of Praise and Adulation
2) (:37-38) Messianic Significance of Verbal Expressions of Praise and Adulation
c. (:39-40) Rebuking the Pharisees = Boomerang Rebuke
1) (:39) Messianic Significance of the Reaction of the Pharisees —
Pharisees Want Jesus to Rebuke His Disciples



2) (:40) Messianic Significance of the Reply of Jesus —
Instead, Jesus Rebukes the Pharisees
2. (19:41-48) Arriving in Jerusalem and in the Temple
Failure to Discern the Day of Messianic Visitation Leads to Serious Consequences
a. (:41-42) Lamenting over Jerusalem — Genuine Compassion
1) (:41) Grief
2) (:42) Regret
b. (:43-44) Leveling of Jerusalem — Necessary Judgment
1) (:43-44a) Devastating Destruction
2) (:44b) Fatal Flaw — Leading to Serious Consequences
c. (:45-46) Liberating the Temple — Importance of Speaking to God
1) (:45) Purge of Temple Merchants
2) (:46) Indictment for Subverting the Mission of the Temple
d. (:47-48) Listening in the Temple — Importance of Listening to God
1) (:47) Danger While Teaching Daily in the Temple
2) (:48) Devotion of the Listening Crowd Offered Temporary Protection

B. (20:1-40) WISDOM OF JESUS IN SILENCING HIS ANTAGONISTS
1. (20:1-8) Wisdom of Jesus in Silencing the Chief Priests, Scribes and Elders --
Undeniable Authority of Jesus Christ —
The Source of the Baptism of John Answers the Question of the Authority of Jesus Christ
a. (:1-2) The Question of Unbelieving, Hostile Hearts —
What Authority Does Jesus Have?
1) (:1) Hostile Confrontation
2) (:2) Condemning Question = Who Gave You Authority?
b. (:3-6) The Method of Indicting the Critics by Their Own Words
1) (:3-4) Answering the Question With a Very Obvious Question
2) (:5-6) Catching Them In a Dilemma
3) (:7)  Indicting Them By Triggering an Obvious Lie
c. (:8) The Answer is Self-Evident = A Matter of Faith
2. (20:9-18) Parable of the Wicked Tenant Farmers — 4 Unthinkable Role Reversals --
The Jewish Spiritual Leaders Have Surrendered Stewardship of God’s Kingdom Because of:
- Their Attempt to Usurp Ownership of the Kingdom instead of Functioning as Good Stewards
- Their Rejection and Mistreatment of God’s Envoys (Despite God’s Patient Love and Forbearance)
a. (:9-15a) Unthinkable Role Reversal = God’s Elect Nation
Mistreats God’s Envoys instead of Respecting Them
1) (:9b) Privilege of Kingdom Stewardship Over a Long Time Period
2) (:10-15a) Persecution of God’s Envoys Culminating in the Killing of God’s Beloved
b. (15b - 16) Unthinkable Role Reversal = Gentiles Gaining Kingdom Status instead of the Jews
1) (:15b) Role Reversal Deserved
2) (:16a) Role Reversal Executed
3) (:16b) Role Reversal Unthinkable
c. (:17) Unthinkable Role Reversal = Jesus Becoming Preeminent as the Foundation of the
Church instead of Rejected by the Nation of Israel —
Image of Chief Corner Stone vs. Rejected Stone
1) Prophetic Anticipation
2) Rejection of the Messiah
3) Preeminence of the Messiah
d. (:18) Unthinkable Role Reversal = Chief Corner Stone Now Becomes Stone of Destruction —
Image of Falling on Stone or Stone Falling on Someone
1) Broken to Pieces
2) Pulverized



3. (20:19-26) Wisdom of Jesus in Silencing the Herodians —
Trap Question Regarding Ultimate Loyalty —
Our Legitimate Obligations to Civil Authorities Can’t Trump Our Supreme Loyalty to God
a (:19-20) Scheming to Seize Jesus
1) (:19)  Attempt to Capture Jesus
2) (:20)  Attempt to Discredit Jesus
b. (:21-25) Trap Question — Regarding Paying Taxes — Regarding Ultimate Loyalty
1) (:21-22) Asking the Question — Supreme Lordship of God or Caesar?
2) (:23-25) Answering the Question — Legitimacy of Both Church and State
c. (:26) Silencing the Schemers
1) Frustrated
2) Fascinated
3) Finished
4. (20:27-40) Wisdom of Jesus in Silencing the Sadducees --
Doctrinal Error Has Practical Consequences:
- Failure to Apply God’s Revealed Truth
- Failure to Experience God’s Resurrection Power
a. (:27-33) Convoluted Hypothetical Trap Question — Regarding Marriage and the Resurrection
1) (:27)  Examination by the Heretical Sadducees
2) (:28) Expository Scriptural Instruction — Quoting from Moses
3) (:29-33) Extrapolated Extreme Case Study — Trying to Prove the Absurdity of the
Doctrine of the Resurrection
b. (:34-38) Concise Historical True Answer — The Reality and Significance of the Resurrection
1) (:34-36) The Significance of the Resurrection as it Relates to Marriage in the Future Age
2) (:37-38) The Reality of the Resurrection as it Relates to Present Accountability
(:39-40) Epilogue— Silencing the Scribes with Inscrutable Wisdom
1) (:39) Empty Praise
2) (:40) End of Questioning

C. (20:41 — 21:4) INDICTMENT BY JESUS OF HYPOCRITICAL RELIGIOUS LEADERS
AVOID HYPOCRITICAL RELIGIOUS LEADERS BY RECOGNIZING:
- THE CONTRADICTIONS IN THEIR THEOLOGY (ESPECIALLY ERRORS IN CHRISTOLOGY)
- THE PHONINESS OF THEIR MINISTRY
- THEIR EXPLOITATION OF POOR WIDOWS
1. (:41-44) Jesus Exposes the Hypocritical Theology of the Scribes —
Refusal to Submit to the Deity of the Son of David, the Messiah —
Contradictions in Theology (Especially Errors in Christology)
a. (:41) The Contradiction
b. (:42-43) The Confession
c. (:44) The Clincher
2. (:45-47) Jesus Exposes the Hypocritical Practices of the Scribes —
Refusal to Follow the Model of Servant Leadership —
Phoniness of Ministry
(:45) Prologue
a. (:46a) Summary Warning
b. (:46b-47a) 6 Characteristics of Hypocritical Religious Leaders (Phony Ministry)
Contrast with the Ministry of Jesus Christ
1) Elevated Stature
2) Popularity and Respect
3) Leadership Preeminence
4) Power and Influence
5) Greedy Exploitation



6) Pretentious Religious Practices
c. (:47b) Summary Judgment — Elevated Condemnation vs. Elevated Stature
3.(21:1-4) Jesus Exposes the Exploitation of Poor Widows
a. (:1-2) Corrupt Religious System Funded by Both Rich and Poor
b. (:3-4) Corrupt Religious System Burdens the Poor More Than the Rich

D. (21:5-38) WARNING OF JESUS TO PREPARE FOR HARD TIMES AHEAD
PREPARE FOR HARD TIMES LEADING UP TO
- THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM AND THE TEMPLE
- THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST
BE PERCEPTIVE AND READY
1. (:5-24) Prepare for the Destruction of Jerusalem and the Temple
a. (:5-6)  Shocking Prophecy of Temple Destruction —
Transformation from Valuable Edifice to Worthless Rubble
b. (:7-11) Stable Perspective as Events Draw Near and Unfold
c. (:12-19) Systemic Persecution Will Lead to Opportunity for Testimony
d. (:20-24) Severe Plight Described
2. (:25-36) Prepare for the Second Coming of Christ
a. (:25-26) Cosmic Signs
b. (:27-28) Coming in Glory
3. (:29-36) Parable of the Fig Tree — Be Perceptive and Ready
a. (:29-33) Be Perceptive
b. (:34-36) Be Ready

VI (22:1 — 23:49) BETRAYAL, TRIALS AND THE CRUCIFIXION
A. (22:1-62) BETRAYAL, LEADERSHIP AND THE GARDEN OF GETHSEMANE
1. (22:1-6) Judas is the Ultimate Betrayer
a. (:1-2) Passover Plotting — Goal = Killing Jesus
1) (:1) Opportunity — Passover Approaching
2) (:2) Obstacle — Popularity of Jesus
b. (:3-4) Betrayal Initiated
1) (:3) Satan Recruits Judas to Betray Jesus
2) (:4) Judas Starts the Betrayal Process
c. (:5-6) Betrayal Contracted
1) (:5) Contract Proposed
2) (:6) Contract Put Into Operation
2. (22:7-23) Transitioning from Passover to the Lord’s Supper
The Institution of the Lord’s Supper Builds on the Imagery of Passover and Anticipates Final Kingdom
Consummation
a. (:7-13) Passover Preparation
D) 7 Perfect Timing
2) (:8-12) Perfect Venue
3) (:13)  Perfect Arrangements
b. (:14-18) Passover Participation
1) (:14-16) Game Plan
2) (:17-18) Execution
c. (:19-20) Lord’s Supper Instituted
1) (:19)  Distributing the Bread — Significance
2) (:20)  Distributing the Cup — Significance
d. (:21-23) Warning of Betrayal
1) (:21)  Calling Out the Traitor



2) (:22)  Culpability Coupled with Divine Decree
3) (:23)  Confusion
3. (22:24-38) Servant Leadership and Suffering
a. (22:24-34) Servant Leadership Advocated —
Instead of Striving for Leadership Preeminence Follow the Example of Christ to Lead by
Serving Others
1) (:24)  Dispute over Leadership Preeminence
2) (:25-27) Demonstration of the Model of Servant Leadership by Christ
a) (:25-26) Contrast in 2 Models of Leadership — Gentile vs. Christian
b) (:27) Example of Christ
3) (:28-30) Dominion and Privilege Promised for the Faithful in the Coming Kingdom
a) (:28) Faithfulness Recognized by Christ
b) (:29-30) Favor of Dominion and Privilege Granted in Coming Kingdom
4) (:31-34) Denial and Restoration Prophecied by Christ —
Even the Best Spiritual Leaders Have Serious Warts
a) (:31) Danger for Spiritual Leaders
b) (:32) Directives Regarding Failure and Recovery
c) (:33-34) Denial of Christ Exposes Deceptive Self-Confidence
b. (22:35-38) Be Prepared for Suffering and Rejection
1) (:35-36) Preparation Mandated:
Following Christ Looks Different After His Rejection
a) (:35) Before Picture — Followers of Christ Could Expect Welcome Reception
and Support
b) (:36) After Picture — Followers of Christ Should Expect Rejection and Attacks
2) (:37)  Preparation Modeled:
The Rejection of Christ was Both Prophecied and Fulfilled

a) Necessity of Fulfillment of Scripture
b) Heart of the Passage = Rejection of Jesus Christ
c) Reality of Fulfillment of Scripture

3) (:38)  Preparation Misunderstood:
Followers of Christ Fail to Grasp the Nature of Spiritual Warfare
a) Missing the Point
b) Moving On
4. (22:39-46) Prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane —
Learn the Lessons from Jesus on Prayer so that We too May Triumph over Temptation —
Ten Lessons on Prayer from Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane:
a. (:39) Pattern of Prayer
b. (:40) Purpose for Prayer
c. (:41a) Privacy in Prayer
d. (:41b) Posture in Prayer
e. (:42a) Petition in Prayer
f. (:42b) Predetermination in Prayer
g. (:43)  Partner in Prayer
h. (:44a) Pain, Pathos and Passion in Prayer
i. (:44b) Perspiration in Prayer
J. (:45-46) Perseverance in Prayer
1) (:45) Emotional Exhaustion
2) (:46) Exhortation to Keep Praying
5. (22:47-53) Betrayal by Judas and Arrest of Jesus —
Power of Darkness — Only Jesus has the Power to Hand Himself over to the Authorities
a. (:47-48) Reaction to Judas’ Betrayal Leading to the Arrest of Jesus
1) (:47) Treacherous Kiss from Intimate Apostle



2) (:48) Touching the Conscience of the Traitor
b. (:49-51) Resistance by Disciples Arrested by Jesus
1) (:49) Quick Question — Should We Fight?
2) (:50) Bold Blunder — Off with His Head!
3) (:51a) Authoritative Answer — Stop Fighting!
4) (51b) Miraculous Mending — Tender Touch
c. (:52-53) Ridicule of the Cowardice and Duplicity of the Arresting Officials
1) (:52) Embarrassing Overkill
2) (:53) Extraordinary Opportunity
6. (22:54-62) Peter’s 3 Denials —
Failure to Boldly Identify with Christ Does Not Have to Define Us if We Respond to God’s Mercy and
Repent
a. (:54-55) Close Without Confessing Christ —
Social Distancing — Peter Follows — But Not Too Closely
1) (:54) Plot Developed via 2 Tracks
a) Trial of Jesus
b) Tale of Peter
2) (:55) Peter = the Initial Focus
b. (:56-60a) Denying by Lying — Another Type of Betrayal
1) (:56-57) First Denial
2) (:58) Second Denial
3) (:59-60a) Third Denial
c. (60b-62) Crowing Leads to Weeping
1) (:60b) The Cock Crows — The Cock Doesn’t Lie
2) (:61) The Lord Looks — The Look Doesn’t Condemn
3) (:62) Peter Weeps — The Tears Lead to Repentance

B. (22:63 — 23:25) TRIALS
1. (22:63-71) The Trials Begin —
Stubborn Rejection of the Claims of Christ Lead to Brutal Mistreatment and Sham Trials
a. (:63-65) Travesty of Brutality and Mocking Inflicted by the Guards
1) (:63)  Verbal and Physical Abuse
2) (:64)  Mocking His Prophetic Ministry
3) (:65)  Blaspheming
b. (:66-71) Trial Before the Sanhedrin
(:66) Staging of the Trial
1) (:67-70) Inquisition
2) (:71)  Case Closed
2. (23:1-25) Progression of the Trials Before Roman Authorities —
Truth and Justice only Found in the Falsely Accused Messiah
a. (:1-7) Pilate Tries Jesus But is Please to Refer the Case to Herod
1) (:1-2) Politically-Oriented False Accusations
2) (:3-4) Pilate’s Findings of Innocence
3) (:5-7) Passing the Buck to Herod
b. (:8-12) Herod Tries Jesus but Comes Away Frustrated and Kicks it Back to Pilate
1) (:8) Curiosity
2) (:9) Frustration
3) (:10)  Anger on the Part of the Religious Leaders Against Jesus
4) (:11)  Mistreatment
5) (:12)  Strange Bedfellows
c. (:13-25) Pilate Tries Jesus Again and Caves to the Pressure from the Jewish Religious
Leaders and the Frenzy of the Mob



1) (:13-16) Summary Judgment
2) (:17-25) Special Release Option

C. (23:26-49) THE CRUCIFIXION --
THE CRUCIFIXION CONSUMMATES THE REDEMPTIVE MISSION OF THE MESSIAH
1. (:26-32) Sad Scene = Via Dolorosa
a. (:26) Death Walk of Jesus
b. (:27-28) Mourning for the Suffering of Jesus in the Current Day of the Lord
c. (:29-31) Mourning for the Suffering of Israel in the Future Day of the Lord
d. (:32) Death Walk of the Two Thieves
2.(:33) Summary Statement of the Crucifixion
3.(:34-43) Selected Interactions — Highlighting Jesus’ Desire to Extend Forgiveness against the
Backdrop of Mocking and Indignities
a. (:34a)  Forgiveness Extended — Interaction of Jesus with His Heavenly Father
b (:34b-39) Final Mocking and Indignities — Interaction of Mockers with Jesus
1) (:34b) By Divesting Him of His Only Garments
2) (:35a) By the Silence of the Onlookers
3) (:35b) By the Religious Rulers
4) (:36-37) By the Soldiers
5) (:38) By the Plaque on the Cross
6) (:39) By One of the Criminals
c. (:40-43) Forgiveness and Blessing Promised — Interaction of Jesus with the Confessing
Criminal
4. (:44-49) Cataclysmic Climax
a. (:44-45A) Dramatic Darkness
b. 45b) Dispensational Transition
c. (:46) Death Cry
d. (:47-49) Dramatic Eyewitness Responses
1) (:47) Praise of the Centurion — Proclaiming Innocence of Jesus
2) (:48) Anguish of the Multitudes — Saddened by What They Had Witnessed
3) (:49) Remote Observance of His Close Followers — Perplexed and Uncertain

VII. (23:50 - 24:53) BURIAL, RESURRECTION, GREAT COMMISSION AND ASCENSION
A. (23:50-56) THE BURIAL OF JESUS
THE BURIAL OF JESUS PROVIDES THE ESSENTIAL LINK BETWEEN THE
REALITY OF HIS DEATH AND THE VALIDITY OF HIS RESURRECTION
1. (:50-51) Identity of Joseph —
Righteous Disciple Who Had Been Concealing His Loyalty to Jesus

a. His Name

b. His Status = Member of the Sanhedrin
C. His Reputation

d. His Ethnicity

e. His Devotion

2. (:52-53) Internment of Jesus —
Reality of the Death of Jesus
a. (:52) Request for the Body
b. (:53) Recap of the Burial
3. (:54-56) Preparations for Embalming the Body —
Respect and Love for Jesus
a. (:54) Day Defined — Complicating the Logistics
1) Preparation day for the Passover



2) Day Preceding the Sabbath
b. (:55) Details of the Burial Scoped Out

c. (:56a) Development of Spices and Perfumes
d. (:56b) Delay Due to the Sabbath

B. (24:1-12) THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS
DON’T BE SURPRISED BY THE REALITY OF THE RESURRECTION
1. (:1-3) The Surprise of the Discovery of the Empty Tomb —
Where is the Body of Jesus?
a. (:1) Expectation of Ministering to the Dead Body of Jesus
b. (:2) Effort to Remove the Stone Not Needed
c.(:3) Empty Tomb Raises More Questions Than It Answers
2. (:4-7) The Fulfillment of the Prophecy of the Resurrection —
He Is Not Here, But He Has Risen
a. (:4) Encounter with Dazzling Angels
b. (:5) Encouragement to Reverse Their Negative Expectation
c. (:6a) Exclamation of the Reality of the Resurrection
d. (:6b-7) Enlightenment Regarding Fulfillment of Messianic Prophecy
3. (:8-12) The Response to the Report of the Resurrection —
How Will You Respond?
a. (:8-10) Veracity of Reporting
1) (:8) Remembered
2)  (:9a) Returned
3) (:9b-10) Reported
b. (:11-12) Variety of Responses
1) (:11) Skepticism and Unbelief
2) (:12) Excitement, Investigation and Amazement

C. (24:13-35) OPENING EYES ON THE ROAD TO EMMAUS
ONLY JESUS CAN OPEN OUR EYES TO BELIEVE THE FULL SCOPE OF HIS
MESSIANIC MISSION WHICH DELIVERS US FROM CONFUSION AND DESPAIR
1 (:13-16) Spiritual Blindness Requires Divine Enlightenment
a. (:13)  Trip to Emmaus —
In the Vicinity of the Key Events of the Crucifixion and the Resurrection
b. (:14)  Talk About Recent Events Concerning Jesus in Jerusalem —
Inquiring About the Key Events
c. (:15)  Travel Companion —
In the Presence of the Key Figure — the Risen Messiah Himself
d. (:16)  Thwarted From Recognizing Jesus —
In Total Spiritual Darkness
2.(:17-24) Only Jesus Can Resolve Our Spiritual Confusion and Despair
:17) Jesus Invites Our Spiritual Questions
a. (:18-21) Confusion Concerning Jesus’ Messianic Redemptive Mission
1) (:18-20) Clarity Needed Regarding the Crucifixion of Jesus Christ
2) (:21)  Clarity Needed Regarding the Messianic Redemptive Mission of Jesus Christ
b. (:22-24) Confusion Concerning the Empty Tomb and the Resurrection
1) (:22-23) Testimony of the Women Raised Questions
2) (:24) Testimony of our Companions Raised Questions
3. (:25-27) We Must Listen in Faith to the Exposition of Jesus in the Scriptures
a. (:25)  Reprimand Over Failure to Believe the Messianic Message of the OT Prophets
b. (:26)  Reinforcement of the Essential Link Between Christ’s Suffering and Glory
c. (:27)  Revelation of Christ in the OT



4. (:28-35) Divine Enlightenment — The Opening of Our Eyes to See Jesus — Confirms the
Resurrection
a. (:28-29) The Blessing of Being with Jesus
1) (:28) Opportunity Almost Lost
2) (:29a) Opportunity Pursued
3) (:29b) Opportunity Realized
b. (:30-31) The Blessing of Truly Seeing Jesus
1) (:30) Truly Seeing Jesus is a Gift from God Associated with Genuine Fellowship
2) (:31) Truly Seeing Jesus Physically Confirmed the Reality of the Resurrection
c. (:32) The Blessing of Divine Spiritual [llumination and Exposition of Scripture
d. (:33-34) Testimony of the Disciples to the Resurrection
e. (:35) Confirming Testimony of the Emmaus Road Disciples

D. (24:36-49) VERIFICATION AND GREAT COMMISSION
1. (:36-47) Verification of the Resurrection of Jesus
a. (:36-43) Physical Evidence
1) (:36-37) Verification Via Personal Appearance
2) (:38-40) Verification Via Viewing His Wounds and Touching His Body
3) (:41-43) Verification Via Eating a Meal
b. (:44-47) Exegetical Evidence from OT Messianic Prophecy
1) (:44) Significance of Fulfillment of Messianic Prophecy
2) (:45) Supernatural Divine Illumination
3) (:46) Scope of the OT Prophecies Included Both His Crucifixion and Resurrection
4) (:47) Spreading the Gospel Message to All the Nations
2. (:48-49) Great Commission Mandate
a. (:48) Testify to What You Have Witnessed
b. (:49a)  Anticipate the Gracious Promise of the Indwelling Holy Spirit
c. (:49b)  Wait for the Empowerment of the Holy Spirit

E. (:50-51) FINAL BLESSING AND ASCENSION
1. (:50) Final Blessing
2. (:51) Departure via Ascension

(:52-53) EPILOGUE — RESPONSE OF THE DISCIPLES
1. (:52) Great Joy While Waiting in Jerusalem
2. (:53) Grateful Worship in the Temple in Jerusalem



TEXT: Luke 1:1-4
TITLE: PROLOGUE TO THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE

BIG IDEA:
THE RELIABLE HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE AND MINISTRY OF JESUS
CONFIRMS THE ABSOLUTE TRUTH OF CHRISTIANITY

INTRODUCTION:

How do you know whether something is true or not? In our postmodern world that has become
almost an irrelevant question. Everything is seen as relativistic and defined by the individual.
But Christianity presents itself as Absolute Truth that must be believed and embraced
universally. There can be no exceptions regarding the critical necessity of faith in Jesus Christ
for salvation from sin and eternal life in fellowship with God.

Walter Liefeld: The introduction to Luke is a long, carefully constructed sentence in the tradition
of the finest historical works in Greek literature. It stands in contrast to the genealogical table of
Matthew, the concise opening sentence of Mark, and the theological prologue of John. It was
customary among the great Greek and Hellenistic historians, including the first-century Jewish
writer Josephus, to explain and justify their work I a preface. Their objet was to assure the
reader of their capability, thorough research, and reliability. While such a weighty introduction
does not in itself guarantee the honesty of the writer, neither should its conventional form be
dismissed as a merely formal pretension.

THE RELIABLE HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF THE LIFE AND MINISTRY OF JESUS
CONFIRMS THE ABSOLUTE TRUTH OF CHRISTIANITY

I. AUTHOR = LUKE -- of the Gospel of Luke — Who wrote the book
A. Traveling Companion of Apostle Paul
Col. 4:14 — traveling companion of Paul after the Macedonian vision; Acts 16:8, 10; 20:5

B. Gentile — possibly from Antioch -- only Gentile to write any Scripture (Acts) — distinguished
from those who were “from the circumcision”;

C. Beloved Physician — Dr. Luke — Col. 4:14
lot to say about healing ministry of Christ; scholarly; well-educated

D. Man of Dynamic Faith

Matt Chandler: We also know that Luke, although he started out a skeptic, has a dynamic,
fearless faith. And we know this because in 2 Timothy 4, the apostle Paul is lamenting the fact
that as persecution began against the church, specifically him, as he began to be beaten and
imprisoned, everyone left him. They left him and went and hid in Ephesus, they went and headed
down in Cyprus. They left, everyone except Luke. Luke didn’t go. And so, as persecution started
blowing up against Paul and against the Church, everyone scattered that was with Paul except
Luke.

How do we know Luke wrote the book:



John Piper: The main reason is that the earliest list of New Testament books (Muratorian Canon)
from the second century ascribes it to Luke, and there is no evidence that it was ever ascribed to
anyone else. So in the light of no plain evidence to the contrary, we generally give credence to
early tradition. There is no reason to doubt that Luke, the beloved physician, wrote the Gospel of
Luke and the Acts of the Apostles.

II. (:1-2) SOURCES USED in the Writing of the Gospel of Luke — What was the subject
matter
“Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile an account of the things accomplished
among us, 2 just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the
word have handed them down to us,”

A. Multiple Accounts
Synoptic gospel = “see together” — Mat., Mark, Luke

Speaks to the importance of the subject
Unique focus of Luke:

More of a Gentile focus — presents Jesus as the Son of Man, rejected by the nation of Israel and
then offered to the world; longest book in NT not in terms of chapters but in terms of words

Matthew: Jesus is the King of the Jews
Mark: Jesus is the perfect Servant
John: Jesus is the Unique Son of God

B. Significance of Person and Works of Jesus
Why so much interest in this man Jesus Christ?
- The Eternal Word
- The Incarnate Son of God — reveals God to man
- Central figure of history — the one Mediator between God and Man
- Savior
- Lord and Master and coming again as Reigning King
- Pattern for Righteousness for the Christian — 1 John 2:6; 1 Pet. 2:21

Miracle works of healing pointed to His identity as the promised Messiah

Significance of word “fulfilled” — promises made in OT and now promises fulfilled in Christ;
promises made to Elizabeth and Mary

C. Primary Sources
Significance of relying on eyewitnesses; primary sources — not secondary

“servants of the word’ —
J. C. Ryle: They were men who counted it their highest privilege to carry about, as messengers,
the tidings of God's love to a sinful world, and to tell the story of the cross.

Geldenhuys: Luke, therefore, lays special emphasis on the fact that those writings are by no
means the collecting of legends or mere human gossip, but the written rendering of what had
really happened and had been communicated by authoritative witnesses.



III. (:3a) METHOD of Writing the Gospel of Luke — How was it written
- Careful Investigation
- Orderly Account
“it seemed fitting for me as well, having investigated everything carefully from the
beginning, to write it out for you in consecutive order,”

A. Careful Investigation
Investigative journalism
Accurate historian

No fake news here
B. Divinely Directed Investigation

Morgan: “anothen” — translated here “from the first” — also means in the Greek “from above.”
My own view is that when Luke says he traced the course of all things accurately “anothen,” he
meant from above; and that he was claiming that his scientific work was under the guidance of
heaven itself, the he not only brought to bear upon his work his own scientific ability to sift and
trace; but he sought guidance from heaven. That is how he prepared his material. (John 3:31;
19:11)

Alternative view:
Liefeld: anothen can mean, according to the context, either “above” or “again.” Here in its
relation to historical research, it has a temporal sense.

C. Orderly Account — systematic and orderly presentation
- Largely Chronological, orderly account — not strictly chronological

0 Geographic order

=  Chaps. 1-9 in and around Galilee; home town of Nazareth and
ministry headquarters of Capernaum

= Chaps. 9-19 Jesus on the move; travelling to Jerusalem
= Chaps. 19-24 take place in Jerusalem

0 Theological order

IV. (:3b) RECIPIENT of Writing the Gospel of Luke = Theophilus — To whom was it written
“most excellent Theophilus

“lover of God”
Acts 1:1-2 — Luke wrote a 2 volume book addressed to this individual

MacArthur: a title used to address governors (Ac 23:26; 24:3; 26:25).

V. (:4) PURPOSE of Writing the Gospel of Luke — Certainty Regarding the Truth — Why
was it written
“so that you might know the exact truth about the things you have been taught.”



Lenski: All kinds of doubts still disturbed Theophilus, and Luke writes in order to dispel them.
How do we know the biblical account is true?

- Self-authenticating nature of Bible — not just circular reasoning

- Supported by fulfillment of specific prophecies

- Historical — based on eyewitness testimony

Question other people about the certainty of their beliefs — everyone has a belief system.
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DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) How do you answer people who deny that there can be any absolute truth in this relativistic
culture in which we live?

2) How can Luke’s account be inspired by God if it was drawn from historical research from a
wide number of sources?

3) Why do we need an additional gospel account if there were already so many written records
of the life and ministry of Jesus?

4) How do you know that God wants Christians to have certainty and assurance about what they
believe?
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QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Steven Cole: Faith Rooted in History

Postmodernism is the prevailing philosophy of our day. A main tenet of this philosophy is that
there is no such thing as absolute truth. Rather, truth is personal and subjective. It is not
discovered, but created. In religious and spiritual matters, especially, to say that you have the
truth is viewed as arrogance because this implies that you’re right and others are wrong. . .

I agree that the Christian faith is not just a matter of the head, but also of the heart. But it is not
Jjust a matter of the heart. The emotional aspect of the Christian faith must be firmly grounded on
the historical and doctrinal truth of the faith as revealed to us in Scripture. Otherwise, we have no
firm foundation when our feelings change and we have no objective basis for evaluating our
feelings. It is essential to affirm that the Christian faith is rooted in objective history and
absolute, unchanging truth. . .

Theophilus may have been troubled by questions like,
“Is the Christian faith I believed in really the truth and the only truth?
- Ifitis true, why was Jesus rejected by His people and crucified?
- Why are Christians being persecuted?
- Why have most of the Jews rejected the message, while the Gentiles are receiving it?”



(Adapted from Darrell Bock, Luke [Baker Exegetical Commentary], 1:65). . .

Big Idea: Since Luke’s Gospel is an accurate, orderly, historically true account of the life
and ministry of the Savior, we can believe it with confidence.

Christianity is not a religious philosophy based on the speculations and ideas of some great
religious thinkers. Christianity is primarily about the God who created the universe miraculously
invading human history in the person of Jesus Christ who uniquely revealed God to us. Thus the
great doctrines of the Bible are not matters of personal opinion or philosophical speculation.
They are matters of revelation from God and therefore, they must be submitted to. This is
especially true concerning the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ. God has revealed
Himself in history in the person of Jesus Christ. Luke wants us to know and believe this with
absolute certainty. . .

John Piper: The Aim of Dr. Luke

So I conclude that Luke thinks it is very important to try to persuade people of the truth of
Christianity and that faith, for Luke, is a personal acceptance and readiness to act upon what one
is persuaded to be true. This does not rule out the Holy Spirit; without his work no one would
ever own up to the truth of the gospel. For example, Luke says of Lydia, in Acts 16:14, that as
she listened to Paul's compelling sermon by the river "the Lord opened her heart to give heed to
what was said by Paul." If God does not open the heart of Theophilus and our hearts, all Luke's
writing is in vain. But the Holy Spirit does not replace persuasive words, he empowers them and
removes the prejudices that keep people from giving heed. So it is important to try, like Luke, to
persuade people of the truth of Christianity. . .

Specifically, Luke tries to bolster Theophilus' confidence in his narrative by referring to three
important facts. First (but not in the order of the text), he says in verse 3 that his narrative is
based on thorough and careful research. "I have followed all things accurately from the
beginning (or for a long time past)." He has followed all things; that is, he does not include
anything that he has not traced back to a reliable source. He has followed all things accurately;
his work has not been careless but painstaking, as befits the seriousness of the subject. He has
followed all things accurately for a long time. He has not been hasty in his work. He has been
patient. That is the first thing that gives integrity to his narrative.

But no matter how careful one is with his research, his narrative can only be as good as his
sources. So Luke stresses the number and the quality of his sources of information. There are
many written sources. "Inasmuch as many have set their hand to compile a narrative of the
things which have been accomplished among us . . . " In all likelihood one of the written sources
that Luke has access to was the Gospel of Mark. I will try to point out why this is so as we move
through the gospel. Verse 1 guards us against two errors in studying the gospels. One is the error
that our belief in the inspiration of the Bible implies that each writer got all of his narrative
directly from God by dictation. Luke shows clearly that he wrote his gospel on the basis of
sources and research. So inspiration means that God chose Luke and guided him in his writing so
that it would all be true and powerful. The other error that verse 1 guards us against is the claim
that until the writing of our four gospels, Jesus' teaching and deeds were only passed down
orally. If, as Luke says, many had earlier written down accounts of Jesus' sayings and deeds, then
there is no reason to think people had not done this from the start. So the first thing Luke stresses
is the number of his sources: there are many.



Then he stresses their quality in verse 2: these narratives accord with what the eyewitnesses
have reported, "Just as they were delivered to us by those who from the beginning were
eyewitnesses and ministers of the word." Notice that Luke includes himself among those who
received reports directly from the eyewitnesses and ministers of the word: "Just as they were
delivered to us . . . by the eyewitnesses." So not only are there many sources which he can use to
corroborate each other, but even better, he has had direct access to the eyewitnesses themselves
so as to confirm his own narrative by their testimony.

Matt Chandler: Skeptics Welcome

Luke is not the blind faith guy. He’s not the blind faith guy, but rather he seems to be naturally
the skeptic that wants to read everything and then not only read it, he wants to hunt down who
wrote it, ask him how it happened again and then compare it to what he wrote to see if the guy’s
a liar. I love him. Not only do I get that from this, but there’s also in the book of Acts, Paul’s
teaching to a group of men called the Bereans and they don’t believe Paul. So every time Paul
says anything, they take what he says and then they go rip it apart and try to study it and look in
the Old Testament and try to deny it. And then the more they try to study the teachings of Paul to
deny it, the more they started becoming believers, and Luke loved them for it. Luke loved them
because they were doubters. They were skeptics, and Luke was like, “You’re my type of people.
Let’s get something to drink. Let’s talk.” So Luke starts out a skeptic, but it’s very evident that
he had read some very early church writings. . .

The second you say ultimate reality is unknowable and that ultimate truth is unknowable, you’ve
just claimed what you say can’t be claimed. This is intellectually inconsistent. I’m not speaking
religiously. I’'m speaking intellectually, philosophically . . .

The relativist and me, we’re claiming the same thing at different points of emphasis. Here’s
what’s happening. I, Matt Chandler, fundamental in doctrine, orthodox in doctrine, conservative
in theology, pastor Matt Chandler, and the relativist, we’re claiming the same thing: an
understanding of ultimate reality, only he’s calling me arrogant and himself enlightened. That’s
what’s happening. I’'m arrogant and I’'m intolerant because I say I know ultimate reality. And
because I don’t really know ultimate reality, he knows ultimate reality, ’'m arrogant for claiming
I know ultimate reality because he really knows ultimate reality. That’s what’s happening. And
for all the talk of Christians trying to convert the world, the missionary force around this idea is
massive compared to what we send out. This is the very air Americans breathe. Now, I wrote this
last little sentence here. “In the end, relativism zealously fights to make sure no one believes in
any absolutes while using their own absolutes to establish this idea.”

J. Ligon Duncan: Gospel Beginnings

The first thing [ want to draw your attention to is this: Luke makes it clear in this passage that the
story of God's redemption in Jesus Christ begins with a focus on what God is accomplishing
among us. . .

Second, you’ll see that it is a record of what God has prophesied that He would do in the Old
Testament coming to pass in the very time of Luke and his friends and their contemporaries. . .

In other words, Luke believes that it is absolutely imperative that we understand the truth on
which Christianity is founded; that we understand the basis of the gospel message in the light and
ministry, the person and work of Jesus Christ, because Christianity is an historical religion.

It claims that God has intersected and intruded into [if we can use that language] human history,



and therefore there is truth, there are facts, there are events, there are concrete things that have
happened that form the basis of what God is doing in His plan of salvation. . .

John MacArthur: It is important to note that Luke was not critical of those who had undertaken
(a term often used in connection with literary endeavors) to compile an account (a phrase often
used to refer to historical writing) of Jesus’ life and ministry. He did not pen his gospel as a
corrective to those accounts, but because God prompted him to write a comprehensive narrative
of the life of Christ and the spread of His salvation gospel. Luke’s reason for referring to his
sources was twofold. First, it establishes his history as a legitimate, reliable account. He was a
careful historian who used credible methods of research and writing, and based his content on the
firsthand accounts of eyewitnesses. Second, Luke’s use of those sources places his gospel
squarely in the orthodox tradition. His volume was not a bizarre, different, heretical gospel.
Luke’s account was consistent with the teaching of the apostles (cf. Acts 2:42) and with those of
eyewitnesses and especially the other Spirit-inspired gospel writers (cf. John 20:30-31; 21:24—
25).



TEXT: Luke 1:5-25
TITLE: BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST ANNOUNCED = THE FORERUNNER

BIG IDEA:
UNEXPECTED DIVINE INTERVENTION SETS IN MOTION THE COMING OF
JOHN THE BAPTIST TO POINT SINNERS TO THE MESSIAH

INTRODUCTION:

The role of a forerunner is to point people to the more important individual who will follow.
Such was the mission ordained for John the Baptist. His arrival had been promised centuries ago
in the Old Testament. But God had been quiet for over 400 years and even the most righteous
Jews were caught by surprise when the angelic messenger appeared to get the ball rolling. God
is sovereignly working out His plan for history and moves according to His timetable. It might
seem like not much is happening in response to our prayers; then all of a sudden God moves in a
hurry and the pace of events intensifies. He is faithful to fulfill all of the detailed prophecies of
both the First and Second Comings of the Messiah.

Our role is to point sinners to the Messiah as well. We have a testimony to offer of what Christ
has already accomplished in our lives in bringing us joy and gladness and we are charged to call
people to repentance and faith. Are we alert and expecting God to intervene in the end times and
set in motion all of the events described in the Book of Revelation. Or will we be caught by
surprise and asleep at the switch? What is exceptional and miraculous to us (e.g. activity of
angels and conception of a child in old age) is just normal divine activity to our God who is able
to do the impossible.

UNEXPECTED DIVINE INTERVENTION SETS IN MOTION THE COMING OF
JOHN THE BAPTIST TO POINT SINNERS TO THE MESSIAH

I. (:5-17) ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST
Luke’s account of the nativity is the fullest of the gospels
A. (:5-7) Sad Problem = Righteous Couple is Barren

1. Timestamp
“In the days of Herod, king of Judea,”

Herod the Great ruled from 37 to 34 BC — pressure of difficult times

Warren Wiersbe: It was indeed a dark day for the nation of Israel. The people had heard no
prophetic Word from God for 400 years, not since Malachi had promised the coming of Elijah
(Mal. 4:5-6+). The spiritual leaders were shackled by tradition and, in some instances,
corruption; and their king, Herod the Great, was a tyrant. He had nine (some say ten) wives, one
of whom he had executed for no apparent reason. But no matter how dark the day, God always
has His devoted and obedient people."

Gal. 4:4 “But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under
the law,”

2. Zechariah and his Priestly Role




“there was a certain priest named Zacharias, of the division of Abijah;”
“Yahweh has remembered”

3. Elizabeth and her Priestly Connections
“and he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth.”

4. Righteous Character
“And they were both righteous in the sight of God, walking blamelessly in all the
commandments and requirements of the Lord.”

Faithful even in their old age — quite a track record of obeying God

5. Sad Burden = Childless and Beyond Child-Bearing Years
“And they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren,
and they were both advanced in years.”

Lesson: Don’t be surprised when troubles come — even if you are faithfully obeying the Lord.
Nobody is exempt from trials.
How do you respond to life’s disappointments?

Can make us bitter or make us better

Abraham and Sarah with promise of baby Isaac — Messianic typology

Bruce Hurt: Zacharias and Elizabeth, mentioned in Luke 1, are a model for anyone who is facing
physical or spiritual barrenness. The aged couple had an impeccable reputation, having faithfully
and obediently served the Lord for many years (Lk 1:6). They had prayed for children, but none
came. Yet instead of becoming bitter, they kept serving and obeying the Lord. In His time, God
honored Zacharias and Elizabeth with a son named John, the one who would prepare the way for
the Messiah (Lk 1:13-17).

B. (:8-17) Startling Pronouncement
1. (:8-10) Appointment of Zechariah to Serve in the Temple
“Now it came about, while he was performing his priestly service before God in
the appointed order of his division, 9 according to the custom of the priestly
office, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10
And the whole multitude of the people were in prayer outside at the hour of the
incense offering.”

Donald Miller: There were as many as 20,000 priests altogether and so there were not far short
of 1,000 in each section. Within the sections all the duties were allocated by lot. Every morning
and evening sacrifice was made for the whole nation. A burnt offering of a male lamb, one year
old, without spot or blemish was offered, together with a meat offering of flour and oil and a
drink offering of wine. Before the morning sacrifice and after the evening sacrifice incense
was burned on the altar of incense so that, as it were, the sacrifices might go up to God
wrapped in an envelope of sweet-smelling incense. It was quite possible that many a priest
would never have the privilege of burning incense all his life; but if the lot did fall on any priest,
that day was the greatest day in all his life, the day he longed for and dreamed of. On this day the
lot fell on Zacharias and he would be thrilled to the core of his being.



Because there were so many priests serving the temple, this was a once-in-a-life privilege for
Zechariah — orchestrated by God to occur at just the right time in history;

Temple priesthood divided into 24 divisions; each division served twice a year for one week
Most priests never got the opportunity to burn the incense; limited to once in your life —

Incense was kept burning perpetually just in front of the veil that divided the holy place from the
most holy place; the lone priest would offer the incense every morning and evening — rest of the
priests and worshippers stood outside the holy place in prayer

2. (:11-12) Appearance of an Angel of the Lord
“And an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing to the right of the altar of
incense. 12 And Zacharias was troubled when he saw him, and fear gripped him.”

Why is the first reaction of humans to the appearance of an angel always Fear?

3. (:13-17) Announcement of Birth of John = to Prepare the way for Christ
“But the angel said to him, ‘Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your petition has
been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will give him the
name John. 14 And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his
birth. 15 For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and he will drink no wine or
liquor, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, while yet in his mother's womb.
16 And he will turn back many of the sons of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 And
it is he who will go as a forerunner before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah,
to turn the hearts of the fathers back to the children, and the disobedient to the
attitude of the righteous, so as to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”™

Your prayer has been heard — Was Zechariah still praying for a child? Probably not; Lord does
not forget our past prayers — God’s delays are not necessarily denials

What was the significance of the 400 years of God’s prophetic silence before this word from
God? Malachi 4:5-6

Constable: Elijah had led the people back to Yahweh after Ahab and Jezebel had pushed Israel’s
apostasy farther than it had ever gone by instituting Baal worship as Israel’s official religion.
John would possess the same spirit and power that Elijah had.

II. (:18-25) REACTIONS TO THE ANNOUNCED BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

A. (:18-20) Reaction of Zechariah = Cynicism
“And Zacharias said to the angel, ‘How shall I know this for certain? For I am an old
man, and my wife is advanced in years.’ 19 And the angel answered and said to him, ‘I
am Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you, and
to bring you this good news. 20 And behold, you shall be silent and unable to speak until
the day when these things take place, because you did not believe my words, which shall
be fulfilled in their proper time.”

Def. of cynicism = feeling of distrust or that something isn't going to work out well
Look at the emphasis on “How can I be sure” — cf. vs. 4
Here you have someone involved in the most sacred of religious ministry in the most holy setting



... and still he responds in unbelief and skepticism — despite receiving God’s word directly from
an angel

Role of Gabriel — What type of obedience was Gabriel used to seeing among his angelic
companions??

J. Ligon Duncan: Now it is no accident that Luke is telling you that it's Gabriel now who's
talking to Zechariah, because Gabriel is now about to announcement the fulfillment of the
message that he himself gave to Daniel (chap. 9) hundreds of years ago.

God has a role for old folks

Think of our role of proclaiming God’s Word today — we can speak with certainty and
conviction; we have received the Word from God and have been sent to preach it to others — with
authority and expecting results

Wiersbe: You would think that the presence of an angel and the announcement of God’s Word
would encourage Zacharias’ faith, but they did not. Instead of looking to God by faith, the priest
looked at himself and his wife and decided that the birth of a son was impossible. He wanted
some assurance beyond the plain word of Gabriel, God’s messenger, perhaps a sign from God.
This, of course, was unbelief, and unbelief is something God does not accept. Zacharias was
really questioning God’s ability to fulfill His own Word! Had he forgotten what God did for
Abraham and Sarah? (Gen. 18:9-15; Rom. 4:18-25) Did he think that his physical limitations
would hinder Almighty God? But before we criticize Zacharias too much, we should examine
ourselves and see how strong our own faith is. Faith is blessed, but unbelief is judged; and
Zacharias was struck dumb (and possibly deaf, Luke 1:62) until the Word was fulfilled. “/
believed, and therefore have I spoken” (2 Cor. 4:13). Zacharias did not believe; therefore he
could not speak. When he left the holy place, he was unable to give the priestly benediction to
the people (Num. 6:22-27) or even tell them what he had seen. Indeed, God had given him a
very personal “sign” that he would have to live with for the next nine months.

B. (:21-23) Interaction with the People = Confusion
“And the people were waiting for Zacharias, and were wondering at his delay in the
temple. 22 But when he came out, he was unable to speak to them; and they realized that
he had seen a vision in the temple; and he kept making signs to them, and remained mute.
23 And it came about, when the days of his priestly service were ended, that he went back
home.”

Like playing charades — trying to act something out
Zechariah wants to testify to the good news ... but cannot ...
We have unrestricted mouths to proclaim the good news, why would we choose not to speak?

We are the ones who lose out when we don’t trust God and speak out

Zechariah lost out on the opportunity to verbally shout out the good news of the coming
forerunner that would pave the way for the long-awaited Messiah

C. (:24-25) Reaction of Elizabeth = Contemplation -- Thanksgiving and Rejoicing
“And after these days Elizabeth his wife became pregnant,; and she kept herself in




seclusion for five months, saying, 25 ‘This is the way the Lord has dealt with me in the
days when He looked with favor upon me, to take away my disgrace among men.”

Did Elizabeth take any credit for the Lord now showing her favor?
All of grace

David Guzik: Elizabeth did not go away to hide her pregnancy; she was gone for the first five
months, the time when she would be least noticed as pregnant. She went away to spend time with
the Lord, and to meditate on the destiny of the child within her.
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DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) How do you respond to life’s disappointments and then to God’s surprising activity?
2) What type of preparation helps to prepare one for the advent of the Messiah?

3) How would this passage be a good retirement message?

4) How are we judgmental and wrongly attach stigma to people because of something in their
life?
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QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Steven Cole: The Problem of Doubt

Doubt comes in varying degrees. There is the doubt of the proud skeptic, who delights in his own
intellect. He pits himself against God as if he is a match for the Almighty. He delights in
upsetting the faith of weak believers. He sets forth his arguments against God’s existence or the
Christian faith as if he is the first brilliant thinker in history to come up with such insights. Such
doubters often find jobs teaching at American universities! The Bible dismisses such scoffers
with the word, “The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God™ (Ps. 14:1).

Another level of doubt is that of the person who wants to believe, but he’s struggling with
difficult questions and he has not yet come to see the glory and excellency of the Lord Jesus
Christ as the all-sufficient Savior of sinners. While this person’s questions are often sincere,
invariably they are mixed up with sin, especially the sin of wanting to run his own life apart from
the lordship of Christ.

In dealing with this type of person, I often use John 7:17, where Jesus said, “If any man is
willing to do His will, he shall know of the teaching, whether it is of God, or whether I speak
from Myself.” I’ll point out that while there are some tough questions, the core issue is one of the
heart, of being willing to obey God. I encourage such people to read the gospel accounts with an
open heart and ask the question, “Who is Jesus Christ?” If He is God in human flesh, who
offered Himself as the sacrifice for sinners, then we must trust Him and submit ourselves to Him.



Once our hearts are subject to Him, He will give us satisfactory answers to most of the tough
questions.

Another type of doubt is that of the believer who has gotten his eyes off the Lord in the midst of
a difficult situation. The disciples were there when they were being swamped by the storm at sea
and they shouted, “Save us, Lord; we are perishing!” He first rebuked the disciples, “Why are
you timid, you men of little faith?”” Then He rebuked the wind and the sea (Matt. 8:25-26). The
distraught father was there when the disciples could not cast the demon out of his son. He
entreated Jesus, “But if You can do anything, take pity on us and help us!” Jesus responded, “If
You can! All things are possible to him who believes.” The father cried out, “I do believe, help
my unbelief” (Mark 9:22-24). . .

So even if we’ve walked with God for years, when we are faced with a seemingly impossible
situation, we need to look to our hearts, which are prone to limit the Almighty by human
possibilities. God has given us abundant evidence in Scripture that He is the God of the
impossible. Nothing is too difficult for Him. The source of our doubts is not a lack of evidence.
It is rather our, sinful hearts. . .

Luke wants us to see that God is faithful to His promises, especially in the matter of sending the
Lord Jesus Christ to be the promised Savior. We can trust such a God and such a Savior. He has
a proven track record of keeping His word.

J. Ligon Duncan: Scared Stiff by an Angel, Struck Dumb by Unbelief

I. The angel's announcement is that God is preparing to fulfill His promises.

II. Zechariah's response manifests the fear of God.

III. Prayers are not rejected just because God's answers are delayed.

IV. True greatness is greatness in the Lord's estimation

V. Repentance is an indication of the work of God's Spirit in us to show us our sin and need for
God's grace.

John Piper: How Not to Talk to an Angel

There is clearly a pattern in Luke's presentation: announcement of John—announcement of
Jesus; birth of John—birth of Jesus, with a link between the two pairs as Mary and Elizabeth,
pregnant with these two unexpected children, meet each other.

Evidently what Luke wants to do with this pattern is get the reader to compare and contrast Jesus
and John the Baptist. For example, both children are announced in advance by the angel Gabriel
(1:11, 28); both births are unnatural or miraculous; in both cases the angel tells what the name
should be (1:13, 31), and so on. But even more important than the similarities are the contrasts.
John was born to an aged and sterile woman, Jesus was born to a virgin; John was given a name
which means "God is gracious"; Jesus was given a name which means "savior"; John was to
prepare for the Lord, Jesus was the Lord who would reign forever.

In this way Luke helps Theophilus and us to see two important truths. One is that God is
uniquely at work in the birth of these two men. This is the all important thing for Theophilus to
see about the history of Jesus: it originates with and is guided by the sovereign God. It was not
easy for a Roman official to believe that a poor Jewish teacher, executed as a criminal, is in fact
the Son of God. That such a man could be an eternal king and savior of the world was very hard
for Theophilus to accept. So Luke starts at the beginning to show that this man and his



forerunner were no ordinary people: the sovereign God ordained and ordered their births and
their destinies. . .

There is another thing that I think Luke wants us to see from the contrast between the
announcements of Jesus' birth and John's birth. Luke wants Theophilus to see the power of God
and the preeminence of Jesus, but he also wants him (and us) to see the right way and the wrong
way to respond to God's promise of power. This contrast is unavoidable when we look at how
Zechariah on the one hand and Mary on the other hand respond to Gabriel's promise that God is
going to give them a child and make the child great. Luke clearly wants Theophilus to follow
Mary's example, not Zechariah's. . .

That's the first lesson we learn from the contrast between Mary's response and Zechariah's
response: it is possible and dangerous to insist on too much evidence before you believe. The
second thing we learn is that it is OK to want and to ask for explanations when we are perplexed.
.. There is one other lesson to learn from Zechariah's unbelief. It was preceded by a life of
godliness and followed by a life of godliness. . . We should not despair that we are cast off from
God if we fall into distrusting God for a time. What counts is coming out again and blessing the
Lord in the obedience of faith.

J. C. Ryle: Nowhere in the Bible do we find such frequent mention of (ANGELS), as in the
period of our Lord’s earthly ministry. At no time do we read of so many appearances of angels,
as about the time of our Lord’s incarnation and entrance into the world. The meaning of this
circumstance is sufficiently clear. It was meant to teach the church that Messiah was no angel,
but the Lord of angels, as well as of men. Angels announced His coming. Angels proclaimed His
birth. Angels rejoiced at his appearing. And by so doing they made it plain that He who came to
die for sinners, was not one of themselves, but one far above them, the King of kings and Lord of
lords (Rev 19:16). One thing, at all events, about angels, we must never forget. They take a
deep interest in the work of Christ, and the salvation which Christ has provided. They sung high
praise when the Son of God came down to make peace by His own blood between God and man
(Lk 2:14). They rejoice when sinners repent, and sons are born again to our Father in heaven
(Luke 15:10). They delight to minister to those who shall be heirs of salvation (Heb 1:14). Let
us strive to be like them, while we are upon earth,—to be of their mind, and to share their
joys. This is the way to be in tune for heaven. It is written of those who enter in there, that
they shall be “as the angels.” (Mark 12:25.)

Matt Chandler: A Righteous Response to Absurd Promises

What do we do with these promises when it seems like and it feels like they’re impossible? What
do we do with the promises of God, that all things are working for my good when there’s no
good to be seen in it and in the moment, the weight of it has stolen our ability to breathe? What
do we do with that promise in that moment?

Zechariah’s response to the promises of God was, “I don’t believe it. Here’s why I don’t believe
it. I don’t believe it because of this, this, this and this. And you answer these question for me and
then maybe I’ll believe.” It’s a heart full of pride, full of doubt that God is capable or able and
believes that his circumstances trump the power and authority of God.

God moves in a mysterious way
His wonders to perform;




He plants His footsteps in the sea,
And rides upon the storm.
Deep in unfathomable mines
Of never failing skill
He treasures up His bright designs
And works His sovereign will.

Ye fearful saints, fresh courage take;
The clouds ye so much dread
Are big with mercy and shall break
In blessings on your head.

Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
But trust Him for His grace;
Behind a frowning providence
He hides a smiling face.

His purposes will ripen fast,
Unfolding every hour;
The bud may have a bitter taste,
But sweet will be the flower.

Blind unbelief is sure to err
And scan His work in vain;
God is His own interpreter,
And He will make it plain.



TEXT: Luke 1:26-38
TITLE: BIRTH OF JESUS ANNOUNCED — THE SON OF THE MOST HIGH

BIG IDEA:
THE ANGELIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE INCARNATION PROVIDES THE
INITIAL DEFINITION FOR THE ROLE OF THE PROMISED MESSIAH

INTRODUCTION:

The birth of the Messiah was the subject of a number of prominent OT prophecies. Now the
moment in history has arrived — “the fullness of times’ — for God to send forth His Son to be born
of the Virgin Mary. This announcement by the super angel Gabriel follows close on the heels of
his parallel announcement of the birth of the forerunner -- John the Baptist. But what a
difference in person and in roles.

Here we see the privileged function of Mary — highly favored by God; but we also feel the
tension and pressure she will face as she carries the God-child under such unusual and unique
circumstances. Here we are also introduced to some key fundamental truths about the person
and work of Jesus Christ.

G. Campbell Morgan: This is the Biblical interpretation of the Person of Jesus. A naturalistic
philosophy necessarily cannot accept this as true.

THE ANGELIC ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE INCARNATION PROVIDES THE
INITIAL DEFINITION FOR THE ROLE OF THE PROMISED MESSIAH

I. (:26-38) GABRIEL’S ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE BIRTH OF JESUS TO MARY

A. (:26-27) Gabriel’s Mission to the Virgin Mary
“Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city in Galilee, called
Nazareth, 27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the descendants of
David; and the virgin's name was Mary.”

What are the prophetic significance of the details in these 2 verses?
- Location of Nazareth in Galilee — about 70 miles north-east of Jerusalem
- Condition of Mary being a virgin
- Ancestral connections of Joseph to David

Significance of her status as engaged —

B. (:28-29) Gabriel’s Greeting of Grace and Favor Leads to Initial Concern
1. (:28) Announcement of Grace and Favor and Privilege
“And coming in, he said to her, ‘Hail, favored one! The Lord is with you.’
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A recipient of divine grace, not one who could dispense grace; not a call to pray to Mary

2. (:29) Apprehension and Initial Concern
“But she was greatly troubled at this statement,
and kept pondering what kind of salutation this might be.”




What was so troubling to Mary?
Not a lack of faith — not questioning whether God would actually accomplish this ... but asking
How?

C. (:30) Gabriel’s Reassurance
“And the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God.”

D. (:31-33) Gabriel’s Christology — 7 Truths About Jesus Revealed:
1. Conceived by the Holy Spirit
“And behold, you will conceive in your womb,”

Concept is fleshed out below in vs. 35

2. Human Son
“and bear a son,”

3. Named Jesus
“and you shall name Him Jesus.”

Jehovah saves
Matt. 1:21 “He will save His people from their sins”

4. Destined for Greatness
“He will be great,”

Steven Cole: Jesus later said that John the Baptist was the greatest person ever born naturally on
this earth (Matt. 11:11). That means that John was greater than Mary. But John himself
acknowledged of Jesus, He is “mightier than I, and I am not fit to untie the thong of His sandals”
(Luke 3:16). John also testified, “After me comes a Man who has a higher rank than I, for He
existed before me” (John 1:30). Remember, John was born six months before Jesus, yet he
acknowledged that Jesus existed before him. No wonder John exclaimed, “This is the Son of
God” (John 1:34). “He must increase, but I must decrease” (John 3:30). Any elevation of Mary
that puts her on the same plane as Jesus is utter blasphemy! Jesus alone is the uniquely great
Savior and Son of God.

5. Called Unique Son of God
“and will be called the Son of the Most High,”

Equality of nature

Bruce Hurt: Most High (hupsistos superlative of hupsos = height from hupsi = high, aloft) in a
spatial sense means the highest (highest places). Figuratively of the highest possible status. In
view of God's superior rank and power it is an appropriate descriptive Name of God. He is

the Most High which also emphasizes His as dwelling in the highest heavens far exalted above
all other things.

What do we learn about Jesus here? How distinct from John the Baptist?



Son of the Most High vs. Prophet of the Most High vs.76

6. Given the Throne of David -- Royalty
“and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David;”

Supreme power

7. Unending Reign
“and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever;
and His kingdom will have no end.”

MacArthur: This emphasizes both the Jewish character of the millennial kingdom and the eternal
permanence of Christ’s rule over all.

(2 Sam. 7; Dan. 2; 7:14)

II. (:34-38) MARY’S RESPONSE OF SUBMISSIVE FAITH DESPITE THE MYSTERY

OF THE PROCESS

A. (:34-37) Logistical Question Regarding the Process of Conception and Birth
“And Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ 35 And the angel
answered and said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Most High will overshadow you, and for that reason the holy offspring shall be called the
Son of God. 36 And behold, even your relative Elizabeth has also conceived a son in her
old age,; and she who was called barren is now in her sixth month. 37 For nothing will be
impossible with God.’"

Thabiti Anyabwile: Did you ever feel like your life is too small for God to notice, too
insignificant for God to be aware of you? Perhaps that’s how Mary felt.

Bruce Hurt: Overshadow (episkiazo from epi = upon + skia = shadow) "literally, as darkening
by partially blocking out a source of light" (Friberg) and so to throw a shadow upon as in Acts
5:15. To cover as with a cloud as in the cloud of Shekinah glory (Exodus 40:34). Even as

the Shekinah glory cloud was a visible manifestation of the glory and holy, powerful presence of
God, this same divine power which was with Moses and others in the Old Testament was now
going to do a unique work in the life of Mary!

Only a God who can accomplish the impossible could keep this promise of a virgin birth.

Beauty of the incarnation — God becoming flesh — He needed to be God to supply the
righteousness required; he needed to be man to accomplish the atoning sacrifice — the
substitutionary death in our place to take the punishment for our sins; only one mediator between
man and God = the God-man Christ Jesus

What would give Mary assurance that this promise of a virgin birth would come about as Gabriel
had announced to her? Birth of John to Elizabeth

Comforting: No Word of God will ever fail.

John Piper: It is an unfathomable mystery that all the fullness of deity should dwell bodily in



Jesus (Colossians 2:9). It is fitting (indeed necessary, I think) that the entrance gate to this
mystery of incarnation should be the virgin birth. And it should cause us to smile with pleasure
that the shy member of the Trinity should be assigned the delicate and wonderful and mysterious
work of causing the virgin to conceive—to conceive the One whose greatness he will magnify
forever. It's all so beautifully appropriate.

B. (:38) Submissive Commitment of Faith
“’I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. ‘May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the
angel left her.”

We each have been gifted to perform a specific role in God’s kingdom agenda.
Do we have the same attitude of submissive commitment?

She knew she would be accused of adultery — not many good explanations for her pregnancy

What can we learn from Mary’s attitude of submission?
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DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:
1) What is so essential about the virgin birth of Jesus?
2) How do you deal with feelings of insignificance?

3) Does this passage increase your confidence that God is in the business of doing the
impossible?

4) How prepared are you to embrace God’s plan for your life when that plan might seem so
outrageous and outside of your comfort zone?
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QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

John Piper: Christ Conceived by the Holy Spirit

What's significant in this verse is God's choice to announce to Mary ahead of time what he is
about to do. Again and again in Scripture this is the pattern: a word and then a deed. Why? I
think it's because God wants his deeds to be understood, and he wants to be sure that se gets
credit for them. Events by themselves without words of explanation are ambiguous. The word of
God interprets the work of God and takes away the ambiguity.

There are two lessons for us here in passing.
1) Beware of reading extraordinary meaning into unusual circumstances when there is no
clear word of Scripture to guide your interpretation. When God intends his work to teach,
he adds his word.
2) The other lesson is that we should never settle for a merely silent witness to
Christ. How we live is crucial, but if God thought his own work needed verbal
explanation, how much more ours. . .



Five things Gabriel says about Mary's child.

1. His Name Will Be Jesus

His name will be Jesus. In Hebrew: Joshua, which means Savior or Deliverer. Gabriel loves to
highlight grace. Before he tells Mary of Christ's greatness and dignity and power, he tells her
how he is going to use this greatness and dignity and power. He is going to use it as a Savior. So
don't be afraid, Mary, your child will be your Savior. He will be Jesus.

2. He Will Be Great

"He will be great" (v. 32). Jesus is great. He is very great. A Christian who feels ashamed of
Jesus Christ is like a candle feeling ashamed of the sun. Our Lord Jesus has been "appointed the
heir of all things. Through him God created the world. He reflects the glory of God and bears the
very stamp of his nature, upholding the universe with the word of his power." Is there anything
great in the world that excites you, that you go out of your way to see or hear? Christ made it!
And he is ten million times greater in every respect, except sin.

If you took all the greatest thinkers of every country and every century of the world and put them
in a room with Jesus, they would shut their mouths and listen to the greatness of his wisdom. All
the greatest generals would listen to his strategy. All the greatest musicians would listen to his
music theory and his performance on every instrument. There is nothing that Jesus cannot do a
thousand times better than the person you admire most in any area of human endeavor under the
sun. Words fail to fill the greatness of Jesus. So Gabriel leaves it simple and yet so profound:
"He will be great!"

3. He Will Be Called Son of the Most High

Gabriel says, "He will be called Son of the Most High." It's true that disciples of Jesus are also
called "sons of the Most High" (6:35) and so some say that the sonship of Jesus is not anything
more than what you or I have. I doubt that for two reasons. One is that Gabriel is giving a
description of what distinguishes Jesus: he is great, he is king, he is eternal. It would be pointless
and out of place to say: he is merely a son of God by faith like you and me. The other reason is
that in Luke 8:28 a demon cries to Jesus, "What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most
High? I beseech you, do not torment me." The demons recognize that Jesus' sonship is not like
ours. As the Son of God he has the right and power to torment the forces of Satan. So Gabriel
means: Jesus is uniquely God's Son, the divine Word and image of God, begotten from all
eternity.

4. He Will Sit on David's Throne

Gabriel says, "The Lord God will give him the throne of his Father, David." Since Mary's son
will be the Savior of his people, will be superior in greatness, and will be called the Son of the
Most High, it is fitting and inevitable that he will be king. He will fulfill all the prophecies that a
son of David will rule over Israel. But not only over Israel. Isaiah 11:10 says, "In that day the
root of Jesse shall stand as an ensign to the peoples, him shall the nations seek, and his dwelling
shall be glorious" (cf. Luke 2:32). Mary's son will some day rule the world (Luke 2:32).

5. His Kingdom Will Never End

Gabriel says, "He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no
end." Do you see what this promise means? It means that Jesus is alive and ruling over his
people at 11:50 AM, Sunday, March 11, 1984. Do you believe that? Jesus, Savior, Son of God,



King of the world, is governing just as realistically today as Ronald Reagan or Margaret
Thatcher or Helmut Kohl. If Gabriel has spoken the truth, THE ISSUE in 1984, no matter where
you live on this planet, is: Will you bow before the kingship of Jesus and obey the rule of his
kingdom?

Steven Cole: Should Christians Hail Mary?

Should Christians hail Mary? (To hail means to greet with enthusiastic approval or to summon
by calling.) Is she “our life, our sweetness, our hope?” Should we pray to her (or to any saint) or
ask her to intercede with Jesus on our behalf? If not, how should we view Mary? Does she
deserve a higher status than that of other believers?

Mary didn’t seem to be afraid of the angel’s presence, as Zechariah had been (1:12), but she was
troubled by his words. I think she was overwhelmed at the implication of what the angel was
saying, that God had singled out her—of all people—for a special task. While God noticed Mary,
she was humbly unaware of anything special about herself. . .

Observations regarding Mary:

1. MARY IS NOT A DISPENSER OF GRACE, BUT A RECIPIENT OF IT.

2. MARY WAS THOUGHTFUL AND REVERENT TOWARD THE THINGS OF GOD.
3. MARY BELIEVED THAT GOD WOULD DO AS HE SAID.

4. MARY OBEDIENTLY SUBMITTED TO GOD IN SPITE OF THE POTENTIAL
HARDSHIP FOR HER FUTURE.

Our text and the whole Bible make it clear that Mary is not to be elevated above any other
believer. Yet at the same time, we should not react to Catholicism’s veneration of Mary by
neglecting to learn from her. As a godly woman who trusted and obeyed God, she has much to
teach us. But we can learn even more by looking at Mary’s Son.

J. Ligon Duncan: Nothing is Impossible with God

But even as we exalt God and Christ, as we see the redeeming purposes of the Lord and the work
of the Lord Jesus Christ unfolded in this passage, we also learn some things about how to live to
Christ and die to self and the world in this passage. Five words, I think, sum up some of these
lessons that we learn: Humility, Privilege;, Mystery; Sovereignty; and, Submission. . .

1. Humility
The humble circumstances of Mary and the humble condition of our Savior's birth set forth
something of God's condescension and Jesus’ humility. . .

Kent Hughes says, “Mary was a nobody from a nothing town in the middle of nowhere.”

2. Privilege
Martin Luther in his little Christmas book said, “No woman has ever lived on earth to whom God
has shown such grace.”

Do you realize that, my friend? That as you trust in Jesus Christ alone for salvation as He is
offered in the gospel, you are given a status and a privilege, the greater than which cannot be
conceived: to be called a child of God, a brother or sister of Jesus Christ, a joint heir with Him.
Such that, later in Luke (Luke 8:21) when Mary and His brothers were looking for Jesus, do you
remember how Jesus responded to the crowd? [‘4h...Jesus! Your mother and your brothers are



looking for you!’] You remember what Jesus says? Luke 8:21 — “Who are My mother and My
brothers?” And then what does He say? “Those who hear My word and do it, they are My
mother and brothers.” Do you realize that by grace through faith every believer has the privilege
of being the brother or sister of Jesus and the son of His heavenly Father?

My friends, do not discount your gospel privileges! It is totally appropriate for us to honor this
godly young woman whose charge it was to nurture the One who would be our Savior, the
Messiah promised of God. But, my friends, we must not do it at the discount of the heavenly
promise that is given to all those who by faith in Christ have become children of God. Those
words come from Jesus himself, and we must meditate upon the privilege that we've been given.

3. Mystery

If you can't conceive how a virgin can conceive, then what about this? Christians believe that
Mary gave birth to the sinless Son of God. Now which is harder to believe, that God came in the
flesh in Jesus and He was without sin? Or that He came in the flesh miraculously?

Christians worship a God who brought the world into being by speaking. It does not surprise
them that He does mighty miracles that display His power. This is not a surprise and it's not a
problem. It's a proof of His infinity and His omnipotence. . . Do not despise mysteries. In a
religion in which we worship an infinite, omnipotent God, there are going to be mysteries.

4. Sovereignty
Faith rests on the sovereignty of God. Our favorite Anglican bishop, J.C. Ryle, says, “Faith never
rests so calmly and peacefully as when it lays its head on the pillow of God's omnipotence.”

First of all, at the very outset of Jesus’ life and ministry, notice how God intervenes in His all-
powerfulness with this miracle in order to show us that our salvation must be all of God and all
of grace. It begins with the miracle of the virgin birth. It begins with the miracle of God in the
flesh. What does this tell you? It tells you that salvation is all of God and all of grace, but it also
tells you something about how we are to live the Christian life, trusting God and His sovereignty.

5. Submission

There is a bravery and a faith and a humility displayed by Mary in this word that shows that she
understood that the burden that she was going to carry, dangerous as it was going to be, was in
fact going to be freedom for her. Her bondage, her service, her servitude, was going to mean
freedom. And there is a submission that understands this that is the very heart of the Christian
life.

John MacArthur: Regarding Jewish engagement - In Jewish practice, girls were usually engaged
at the age of twelve or thirteen and married at the end of a one-year betrothal period. The
betrothal, arranged by the parents, was a more binding legal arrangement than a modern
engagement. Only death or divorce could sever the contract, and the couple could be referred to
as husband and wife. If her betrothed husband died, the girl would be considered a widow. The
couple did not live together or have sexual relations during the betrothal period. During that year
the girl was to prove her faithfulness and purity, and the boy was to prepare a home for his bride-
to-be. When the year was up there was a seven-day wedding feast (cf. Matt. 25:1-13; John 2:1-
11), after which the couple began their life together as husband and wife. Only then was the
marriage consummated.



Wayne Grudem - The doctrinal importance of the virgin birth is seen in at least three areas.

1. It shows that salvation ultimately must come from the Lord. Just as God had promised that
the “seed”” of the woman (Gen. 3:15) would ultimately destroy the serpent, so God brought it
about by his own power, not through mere human effort. The virgin birth of Christ is an
unmistakable reminder that salvation can never come through human effort, but must be the
work of God himself. . .

2. The virgin birth made possible the uniting of full deity and full humanity in one

person. This was the means God used to send his Son (John 3:16; Gal. 4:4) into the world as a
man. If we think for a moment of other possible ways in which Christ might have come to the
earth, none of them would so clearly unite humanity and deity in one person. It probably would
have been possible for God to create Jesus as a complete human being in heaven and send him to
descend from heaven to earth without the benefit of any human parent. But then it would have
been very hard for us to see how Jesus could be fully human as we are, nor would he be a part of
the human race that physically descended from Adam. On the other hand, it probably would have
been possible for God to have Jesus come into the world with two human parents, both a father
and a mother, and with his full divine nature miraculously united to his human nature at some
point early in his life. But then it would have been hard for us to understand how Jesus was fully
God, since his origin was like ours in every way. When we think of these two other possibilities,
it helps us to understand how God, in his wisdom, ordained a combination of human and divine
influence in the birth of Christ, so that his full humanity would be evident to us from the fact of
his ordinary human birth from a human mother, and his full deity would be evident from the fact
of his conception in Mary’s womb by the powerful work of the Holy Spirit.

3. The virgin birth also makes possible Christ’s true humanity without inherited sin. As we
noted in chapter 24, all human beings have inherited legal guilt and a corrupt moral nature from
their first father, Adam (this is sometimes called “inherited sin” or “original sin”"). But the fact
that Jesus did not have a human father means that the line of descent from Adam is partially
interrupted. Jesus did not descend from Adam in exactly the same way in which every other
human being has descended from Adam. And this helps us to understand why the legal guilt and
moral corruption that belongs to all other human beings did not belong to Christ.

Henry Morris - The miraculous conception was unusual in that it took place directly in the womb
rather than in the tubes, but it was uniquely miraculous in that no man was involved. "That holy
thing" was placed directly in Mary's womb by God "the Holy Ghost" (Luke 1:35) and thus was
uniquely "the seed of the woman" (Genesis 3:15). Just as the body of "the first Adam" was
directly formed by God (Genesis 2:7), with no genetic connection to either father or mother, so
the body of "the second Adam" (1 Corinthians 15:45) was directly formed by God (Hebrews
10:5) with no genetic connection to either parent. Since the very ground was brought under
God's curse because of sin (Genesis 3:17), all the elements of the ground ("the dust of the earth")
out of which the bodies of Adam and Eve and all their descendants had been formed were
contaminated with the "bondage of corruption" (or decay--Romans 8:21,22). This was just as
true of Mary's body as of Joseph's, so there could have been no natural genetic connection of
Jesus' body to Mary's, any more than to Joseph's. The "holy thing" placed in Mary's womb by the
Holy Spirit could have been nothing less than a special creation, just as was the body of Adam.
Otherwise, like all men born of women, Jesus would have inherited both physical defects and the
sin-nature of Adam and Eve.



TEXT: Luke 1:39-56
TITLE: MARY’S MAGNIFICAT = HER BEATITUDES

BIG IDEA:
WE SHOULD REJOICE IN THE BLESSINGS THAT FLOW OUT OF THE
CHARACTER OF GOD

INTRODUCTION:

God’s actions flow out of His attributes. What He does is directly tied to Who He is. We need a
passion to know God in a deeper, more intimate way. We need to focus more on the attributes of
God and how they are connected to what He does for us. The events recorded here are pivotal in
human history. We are talking about the upcoming births of both John the Baptist and the
promised Messiah. Yet God chose to work thru two otherwise insignificant women. Their faith
and worship and rejoicing set a godly example for our own spiritual walk.

Geldenhuys: It is striking that Luke alone, the educated and artistically disposed Greek, has
committed to writing the songs of Elisabeth, Mary, Zacharias and Simeon and the hymn of the
angels.

WE SHOULD REJOICE IN THE BLESSINGS THAT FLOW OUT OF THE
CHARACTER OF GOD

(:39-40) PRELUDE — MARY VISITS ELIZABETH /

JOHN THE BAPTIST VISITS JESUS
“Now at this time Mary arose and went with haste to the hill country, to a city of Judah,
40 and entered the house of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth.”

Why did Mary go to visit Elizabeth?
- Somebody she could share openly with; similar experiences; shared faith and joy
- Shows importance of fellowship and community
- Their unusual pregnancies were connected

J. Ligon Duncan: this passage is the visitation, the visitation of Mary to Elizabeth, but perhaps
even more deeply the visitation of the Savior to Elizabeth and to her son, John the Baptist, and
it's a remarkable story. . . Now we don't know how old Mary was, but she was probably a very,
very, very young teenager—thirteen, fourteen years old perhaps. And she's visiting her cousin
Elizabeth, who is old enough to be her great-grandmother. And they’re both pregnant at the same
time. [Now that's just a little weird!] And she's traveled almost a hundred miles, all the way from
Nazareth in Galilee, all the way down into the hill country of Judah, and they are going to
commune together a little bit. They’re going to experience some fellowship: not just the
fellowship of cousins, not just the fellowship of kin, not just the fellowship of two women who
are expecting children; but communion, fellowship in God's providence for their lives because
they have been called to fulfill the promise of God in Genesis 3:15 that a Messiah is going to be
sent into the world — the seed of the woman, who is going to crush the serpent's head. They are
going to be respectively the mother of the forerunner of the Messiah and the mother of the
Messiah, and they needed to have words and they needed to have fellowship, and they needed to
commune in that glorious (and no doubt overwhelming) reality.



I. (:41-45) INTERACTION BETWEEN MARY AND ELIZABETH
A. (:41) Something Big is Happening
1. Womb Bounce
“And it came about that when Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the baby leaped in
her womb;”

J Vernon McGee - What we are dealing with here is miraculous, and there is no use trying to
offer a natural explanation. You either believe what happened in these verses or you do not. I am
so weary of people today, especially preachers, who try to appear intellectual by attempting to
explain away the miracles in the Bible. You either accept the miracles of the Bible or you do not,
and what took place in these verses was a miracle. This woman is filled with the Holy Spirit, and
the babe leaps in her womb.

Piper: That's all the confirmation Mary needs. She sees clearly a most remarkable thing about
God: He is about to change the course of all human history; the most important three decades in
all of time are about to begin. And where is God? Occupying himself with two obscure, humble
women—one old and barren, one young and virginal. And Mary is so moved by this vision of
God, the lover of the lowly, that she breaks out in song—a song that has come to be known as
the Magnificat.

J. Ligon Duncan: Maximus of Turin, one of the early church fathers, says: “Not yet born, John
already prophesies.” He's already pointing to the Savior! In his mother's womb he's already
pointing to the Savior! The church fathers used to say that John is the only child who ever turned
his mother's womb into a pulpit. That's exactly what John does. With joy he responds to the
presence of the Messiah. And isn't that how we're supposed to respond at the presence of the
Messiah, our Savior, our Lord Jesus, the Christ? Isn't that how we're supposed to respond? And
in the womb, John shows us the way.

2. Holy Spirit Activity
“and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.”

B. (:42-45) Elizabeth Joyfully Pronounces Blessing
1. (:42a) High Privilege for Mary
“And she cried out with a loud voice, and said, ‘Blessed among women are you,”
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2. (:42b) Blessing Upon Baby Jesus in the Womb
“and blessed is the fruit of your womb!”

J. Ligon Duncan: Do you see the humility of Elizabeth? An angel has come to her husband to
tell her that she will be the bearer of the forerunner of the Messiah. An angel has come to her
husband and told her that in her son... the prophecies of Malachi and Elijah, and Isaiah and
Jeremiah...the prophecies of these great Old Testament prophets will be fulfilled in the person of
her son. And Mary walks in the door, and Elizabeth has nothing to say about herself.

3. (:43-44) High Privilege for Elizabeth and Her Baby
“And how has it happened to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?




44 For behold, when the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby leaped
in my womb for joy.”

4. (:45) Commendation of Faith of Mary
“And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what had
been spoken to her by the Lord.”

II. (:46-55) MARY’S MAGNIFICAT

[cf. parallel statements in the Beatitudes]

Name Magnificat comes from the first word of the song in the Latin translation
many OT biblical references in the song — Mary knew the Scriptures

Leon Morris: there are quite a number of resemblances to the song of Hannah (1 Sa. 2:1-10).
But we should notice a difference in tone. Hannah’s song is a shout of triumph in the face of
here enemies, Mary’s a humble contemplation of the mercies of God.

A. (:46-48) Recognition of Her Blessed State
1. (:46-47) State of Rejoicing in God
“And Mary said: ‘My soul exalts the Lord, 47 And my spirit has rejoiced in God
my Savior. ™

Mary was not sinless; recognized her need for a Savior

2. (:48a) State of Elevation from Humble Standing
“For He has had regard for the humble state of His bondslave,”

3. (:48b) State of Perpetual Honor
“For behold, from this time on all generations will count me blessed.”

B. (:49-54) Recitation of God’s Blessings Flowing Out of His Character
1. (:49) Holiness — Connected with Performance of Great Things
“For the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is His name.”

Thabiti Anyabwile: The point is God, not Mary. There’s not the slightest hint of Mary worship,
or Mariolatry, in this passage. Our Catholic friends err significantly when they exalt Mary to
comediator with Christ. Mary herself exalted God for his greatness.

2. (:50) Mercy — Connected with Fear of the Lord
“And His mercy is upon generation after generation toward those who fear Him.”

Lenski: Fear denotes the awe which fills the heart and reflects itself in the bearing of those who
recognize aright God’s majesty and greatness. His power, holiness, and righteousness deer them
from treating him and his commandments lightly by disobedience whereas his love, grace, and
mercy move them to honor and to obey him with childlike reverence. The fear is childlike, not
slavish.

3. (:51) Power — Connected with Dispersing the Proud




“He has done mighty deeds with His arm; He has scattered those who were proud
in the thoughts of their heart.”

4. (:52) Sovereignty — Connected with Bringing Down and Raising Up Leaders
“He has brought down rulers from their thrones, and has exalted those who were

humble.”
5. (:53) Goodness — Connected with Provision for the Needy and Frustration of the Self
Sufficient
“He has filled the hungry with good things; and sent away the rich empty-
handed.”

Geldenhuys: She sings of the mighty reversal of things which in principle has already been
accomplished by the entrance of God upon the course of history and in the life of mankind,
through the coming Messiah, her promised Son. In God’s choice of two persons of humble life
like herself and Elisabeth she sees the powerful revolutionary principle according to which God
is going to renew everything through the Messiah. This principle entails a complete reversal of
all human opinions of greatness and insignificance. The proud, those who exalt themselves and
take not account of God, He puts down — beaten by His mighty arm. The powers that be,
oppressors who tryannise over the poor and lowly, are deprived of their power and high standing,
while those who are truly humble are exalted to great things. The hungry, those who realise their
own need and yearn for spiritual food, are blessed. But the rich, those who are self-satisfied and
proud, are shamed in the imagination of their hearts.

6. (:54) Faithfulness — Connected with Covenant Promises
“He has given help to Israel His servant, in remembrance of His mercy, 55 As He
spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and his offspring forever.”

Thabiti Anyabwile: We should praise God for keeping his promises even before we see the
promises fulfilled. That’s what these women of faith do.

(:56) POSTLUDE — CONCLUSION OF THE VISIT
“And Mary stayed with her about three months, and then returned to her home.”

Leon Morris: Mary left before John was born. There would then be much excitement and many
visitors. Mary, in her condition, might not wish to be there for that.
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DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) What steps are you taking to grow in your knowledge of God and a more in depth
appreciation of His attributes?

2) What are the evidences of being filled with the Holy Spirit?



3) Why did Elizabeth respond so differently than her husband? What does this text teach about
the role of women in Christian worship?

4) How does God work in ways which are counter to normal cultural expectations?
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QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

John Piper: Meditation on the Magnificat



‘the parallel expressions and ideas? For example:

Hannah (1 Samuel 2) Mary (Luke 1)

v. L6f.
v.1
My soul magnifies the Lord;
My heart exults in the Lord;
my spirit rejoices in God my
I rejoice in thy salvation.
Savior.

V.2
V. 49
There is none holy like the
Holy is his name.
Lord.

V. 4 V. h2

The bows of the mighty are |He has put down the mighty

broken but the feeble gird trom their thrones, and
on strength. exalted those of low degree.
V. B
v. 53

Those who were full have
He has filled the hungry

hired themselves out for
with good things, and the

bread, but those who were

rich he has sent away
hungry have ceased to
empty.
hunger.

Mary makes the general statement that God's name is #oly. That is, God's nature, his essence is
holiness. He is completely free from sin, and his ways are not our ways. He is separate from and
exalted above the creature. All his attributes are perfect, and they all cohere in a perfect harmony
called holiness. But what Mary stresses is the way this holiness expresses itself. And her words
are a warning to Theophilus and to us not to make the common mistake that because God is
great, he is partial to great men, or because God is exalted, he favors what is exalted among men.
Just the opposite is the case. God's holiness has expressed itself and will express itself by
exalting the lowly and abasing the haughty.



What fills Mary's heart with joy is that God loves to undertake for the underdog who calls on his
mercy. She mentions this three times: verse 50, "He has mercy on those who fear him"; verse 52,
"He has exalted those of low degree"; verse 53, "He has filled the hungry with good things."
That's one side of God's holiness. The other side is that God opposes and abases the haughty.
Mary mentions this three times also: verse 51, "He has scattered the proud in the imagination of
their hearts"; verse 52, "He has put down the mighty from their thrones"; verse 53, "The rich he
has sent away empty."

It is clear from Mary's words (and from the whole Bible) that God is not partial to the rich, the
powerful, or the proud. How could God be partial to the things which in our world are, more
often than not, substitutes for God rather than pointers to God? Vast numbers of people have
perished because they were enamored by pride, power, and wealth. And probably Theophilus, as
a ranking Roman official, has all three. So Mary's Magnificat is not just recorded out of pure
antiquarian interest. There is a word of warning and of salvation here. Theophilus, look at what
God is really like. He is not the least impressed by any of your pride, power, or opulence. He has
mercy on those who fear him, who humble themselves and turn from the ego boosting
accumulation of wealth to the lowliness of self-denial for the sake of others. This is the way God
is, Theophilus. This is how his holiness expresses itself. Does this not commend itself as true,
that the great and holy God should magnify his greatness by blessing the lowly who admire his
greatness and by abasing the haughty who resent his greatness?

Steven Cole: Glorifying the God of Mercy and Judgment

Mary further teaches that God’s name is holy (1:49). His name refers to His person, the sum of
His attributes. To be holy means to be set apart. In this context, it refers not only to God’s
absolute moral righteousness, but also to His being set apart as the only sovereign authority over
people (Darrell Bock, Luke [Baker], 1:152). Thus He is to be held in highest esteem and to be
feared.

Thankfully, Mary does not leave us with just these attributes of God, or we would not dare to
approach Him! She goes on to emphasize God’s great mercy (1:50, 54). God’s mercy and His
grace are close in meaning, both emphasizing His undeserved favor. But mercy has the
connotation of God’s compassion due to our miserable condition. When Mary speaks of God’s
mercy on those who fear Him, we should not conclude that somehow their reverence earned
them God’s favor. His mercy is always unmerited in the sense that it flows totally from His great
love and not at all because of anything worthy in the creature. But when God bestows His mercy,
those who have received it respond with grateful reverence to Him.

In addition to His mercy, Mary adds that God is the giver of good things (1:53). As James

1:17 reminds us, “Every good thing bestowed and every perfect gift is from above, coming down
from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation, or shifting shadow.” Jesus taught that
even earthly fathers, though evil, know how to give good gifts to their children. How much more
will not the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to His children who ask Him (Luke 11:13)? In
line with this, Mary shows that God is faithful to His covenant promises (1:54, 55). Even
though 2,000 years had elapsed since God’s promises to Abraham, God had not forgotten. What
God has promised, He will fulfill in His time.

- God’s mercy is a sovereign mercy.
- God’s mercy is a covenant mercy
- God’s mercy is a benevolent mercy.



J. Ligon Duncan: Mary on the Christian Life

It seems to me that Mary, in her song of praise here, gives us an address, a lecture, on how to live
the Christian life. I fully understand the uniqueness of her circumstances. I understand that it's
not every day that a woman is called to be the mother of the Lord Jesus Christ. I understand her
unique role in redemptive history and in God's purposes for salvation, but it seems to me that
there are things that Mary teaches us by example that are vital and are of importance for the
living of the Christian life no matter when and where you happen to live on this planet. . .

First of all, I want you to notice the role of the Bible in Mary's praise. This is a Scripture-filled
song. Second, I want you to note Mary's humility. Mary's humility is evident in this song. Third,
I want you to note Mary's gratitude. You really can't move from syllable to syllable in this song
without seeing her gratefulness, and I want to think with you this morning actually about how
surprising that is. Many of us may think, “Well, there's nothing surprising about that. Of course
she's grateful. She's just been told she's going to be the Messiah's mother. Of course you’re
grateful!” But think a little bit about the situation that Mary finds herself in. Fourth, I want you to
see how Mary does not see this as something just about her. For her, it's about all of God's
people in all ages, so she sees herself as part of a larger story. That's the next thing I want us to
see. Fifth, I want us to see how this song points us to God's promises. So — to God's people,
and now to God's promises. And then, finally, I want you to see how this song points us to the
gospel itself. So — Scripture; humility; gratitude; God's people; God's promises; God's
gospel.

Donald Miller - It has been said that religion is the opiate of the people; but, as Stanley Jones
said, “the Magnificat is the most revolutionary document in the world.” It speaks of three of the
revolutions of God.

(1) He scatters the proud in the plans of their hearts. That is a moral revolution.

(ii) He casts down the mighty—he exalts the humble. That is a social revolution.

(iii) He has filled those who are hungry ... those who are rich he has sent empty

away. That is an economic revolution.

Bob Deffinbaugh: The Worship of Two Women

There is no mention as to whether or not Mary was pregnant when she first arrived at the home
of Elizabeth and Zachariah. Neither, Elizabeth, Mary, nor Luke refer to the fetus in Mary’s
womb, while we are specifically told that John leaped in his mother’s womb when Elizabeth
heard Mary’s greeting (Luke 1:41). It is my opinion is that Mary became pregnant during the
time she way staying with Elizabeth and Zachariah. She would have been separated from Joseph,
while at the same time being chaperoned by Elizabeth and Zachariah. This would serve as further
testimony to the divine origin of the Christ-child. . .

We can see that the verbs in these verses (:51-55) are past perfect. The question which this raises
is what is meant by the use of the past tense. My opinion is that deliverances which are described
have already been demonstrated in Israel’s history, to some degree, but that they will finally and
fully be realized in the future, as a result of Messiah’s coming. Much, perhaps most, of these
things will be fulfilled in the second coming of Messiah, rather than in His first coming. In His
first coming, Messiah came to reveal God to men, and to accomplish eternal redemption for all
who would believe. In His second coming, Messiah will come to “set things straight,” to bring
justice to the earth and judgment to the wicked. The book of Revelation speaks much of these
themes, and prophesies their fulfillment.



Mary and Elizabeth’s praise of God went much further than just gratitude for the gift of a child.
Mary’s praise began with her own experience, but quickly linked this with God’s character and
actions in the past (His ways) and then with His covenant and promises regarding the future.



TEXT: Luke 1:57-80
TITLE: THE VISITATION OF GOD

BIG IDEA:
THE DIVINE VISITATION EVOKES AWE, AMAZEMENT AND HEARTFELT
REJOICING

INTRODUCTION:

The momentous intervention of God into human affairs (especially after such a long period of
prophetic silence) should cause awe, amazement, and rejoicing. The events surrounding the birth
of John the Baptist and the coming of the Messiah (who will bring ultimate life and lasting
peace) are anything but ordinary and typical. But what we easily forget is that God’s
intervention in our own lives to draw us to Himself in saving faith is no less an awe-inspiring
wonder of His mercy and grace. God’s visitation in our experience could also be described in
the graphic language of the rising of the Sun star as we are rescued out of the domain of darkness
to serve Him in holiness and righteousness.

THE DIVINE VISITATION EVOKES AWE, AMAZEMENT AND HEARTFELT
REJOICING

I. (:57-66) BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST — GOD INTERVENING IN HUMAN
HISTORY
A. (:57-58) Reaction to the Birth of John the Baptist
1. (:57) Birth of John the Baptist
“Now the time had come for Elizabeth to give birth, and she brought forth a son.”

2. (:58) Reaction of Neighbors and Relatives = Rejoicing
“And her neighbors and her relatives heard that the Lord had displayed His great
mercy toward her; and they were rejoicing with her.”

Created quite a stir among their friends and neighbors

B. (:59-63) Reaction to the Naming of John the Baptist — Family Feud
1. (:59-63a) Naming of John the Baptist

“And it came about that on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and
they were going to call him Zacharias, after his father. 60 And his mother
answered and said, ‘No indeed; but he shall be called John.’ 61 And they said to
her, ‘There is no one among your relatives who is called by that name.’ 62 And
they made signs to his father, as to what he wanted him called. 63 And he asked
for a tablet, and wrote as follows, ‘His name is John.”™

G. Campbell Morgan: In the Hebrew economy, the boy was named on the day of circumcision.
These kinsfolk taking for granted, as was so often the case, that he would be called by his
father’s name.

Liefeld: The present tense in the statement “his name is John has the ring of deliberate
emphasis.



SermonWriter.com: They motion to Zechariah, as if he is deaf as well as mute. We have no
evidence that he is deaf aside from this verse. People often assume that a mute person cannot
hear, which is often but not always the case. That seems to be what is happening here.

2. (:63b) Reaction to the Naming of John the Baptist = Astonishment
“And they were all astonished.”

C. (:64-66) Reaction to the Restoration of Speech to Zacharias
1. (:64) Restoration of Speech to Zacharias
“And at once his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he began to speak
in praise of God.”

Zacharias forgiven and given a second chance; no longer doubting the promises of God,
benefited from the Lord’s discipline in his life

2. (:65-66) Reaction to the Restoration of Speech of Zacharias = Awe and Amazement
“And fear came on all those living around them,; and all these matters were being
talked about in all the hill country of Judea. 66 And all who heard them kept them
in mind, saying, ‘What then will this child turn out to be?’ For the hand of the
Lord was certainly with him.”

Ralph Wilson: The phrase "were talking about" (NIV) or "were noised abroad" (KJV) is the
Greek verb dialaleo, "discuss, exchange opinions or viewpoints." The verb is in the imperfect
sense, suggesting that the discussion continued on for some time and didn't die down right away.

II. (:67-79) BENEDICTUS OF ZACHARIAS — COVENANT PROMISES ABOUT TO
BE FULFILLED BY THE DIVINE VISITATION
“And his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying:”

Ralph Wilson: The idea of being filled by the Spirit in order to speak by the Holy Spirit is found
in the Old Testament (Deuteronomy 34:9; Micah 3:8; cf. Numbers 11:25; 2 Samuel 23:2;
Joel 2:28; etc.) as well as the New (Luke 1:15, 41, 67 and Acts 2:4; 4:8, 31; 9:17; 13:9).

A. (:68-71) Praise for Salvation Via the Promised Davidic Messiah
1. (:68-69a) Redemption / Salvation
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited us and accomplished
redemption for His people, 69 And has raised up a horn of salvation for us”

“horn of salvation” — Often refers to strength and power and military victory

2. (:69b) Davidic King
“In the house of David His servant—*

3. (:70) Promised by OT Prophets
“As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from of old—*




4. (:71) Rescue From Enemies
“Salvation from our enemies, And from the hand of all who hate us,”

B. (:72-75) Praise for God’s Mercy and Faithfulness to Deliver His People to Serve Him
1. (:72a) Mercy
“To show mercy toward our fathers,”

G. Campbell Morgan: All through, the song is celebrating the name. John means the grace of
God, and that is what Zacharias was celebrating in this wonderful song-prophecy. . . His name
was Zacharias, which means, God will remember. His wife’s name was Elisabeth, which means,
the oath of God. .. The theme of the Benedictus is the Episcopacy of God . .. “For He hath
visited” . . . Oversight . . . the celebration of God’s government in grace. . . the vision of God that
leads to the action of God.

Zacharias is praising the merciful acts of God leading to the salvation of His covenant people
2. (:72b-73) Faithfulness to the Covenant

“And to remember His holy covenant,
73 The oath which He swore to Abraham our father,”

Liefeld: chiastic structure of the Benedictus — God’s faithfulness to his covenant occupies a
central position theologically in the Benedictus.

3. (:74a) Deliverance from Enemies
“To grant us that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies,”

4. (:74b-75) Service in Holiness and Righteousness
“Might serve Him without fear,
75 In holiness and righteousness before Him all our days.”

Thabiti Anyabwile: God saves so that we might worship. Freedom is a good goal, but it’s not the
ultimate goal. The freedom God seems most interested in is the freedom to worship him. Just as
Zechariah worshiped God when God mercifully opened Zechariah’s mouth and ears, so all Israel
is to praise and glorify God for the salvation he brings.

C. (:76-79) Praise for the Special Role of John the Baptist to Prepare the Way for the
Light of Life and Prince of Peace
1. (:76-77) Special Role of John the Baptist
a. (:76a) Prophet
“And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High,”

b. (:76b) Forerunner
“For you will go on before the Lord to prepare His ways;”

c. (:77) Preacher with Message of Repentance from Sin
“To give to His people the knowledge of salvation
By the forgiveness of their sins,”



Geldenhuys: John’s task as forerunner of Christ will be to bring people to the right attitude
through the power of God. This attitude will mainly consist in this, that men will be brought to a
realization and confession of sin and will long and hunger for the Messiah-Redeemer. Thus John
will proclaim to his people the arrival of redemption, a redemption which does not consist in
external political liberation (at least in the first instance) but in forgiveness of sins.. .. This
preparation was most necessary because the people as a whole (with few exceptions) at that time
had an altogether wrong opinion concerning the redemption to be brought about by the Messiah.
They regarded the expected Messiah as a worldly ruler whose great task would be to free the
people from the yoke of Rome. . . Therefore it was necessary that John, the forerunner of Christ,
should summon the people to a realization of guilt and to a confession sins, should make as many
of them as possible see that the real redemption needed by them was deliverance from the power
of their spiritual enemies — sin and the forces of darkness, so that they might escape from the
wrath of God.

Liefeld: The role of John . . . derives its significance and greatness from God’s purpose and, even
more, from the greatness of the Person served.

2. (:78-79) Special Role of the Messiah
a. (:78) Source of This Messiah = Mercy of God
“Because of the tender mercy of our God,
With which the Sunrise from on high shall visit us,”

Geldenhuys: The original metaphor here refers to a party of travelers who, before reaching their
destination, have been overtaken by the darkness of a pitch-black night and are now sitting
terrified and powerless and expect any moment to be overwhelmed and killed by wild beasts or
enemies. But all at once a bright light appears to show them the way, so that they reach their
destination safely where they enjoy rest and peace.

Mal. 4:2 --  the sun of righteousness
2 Pet. 1:19 -- the day star
Rev. 22:16 -- the bright and morning star

b. (:79) Function of This Messiah
1) Light of Life
“To shine upon those who sit in darkness
and the shadow of death,”

John 8:12
2) Prince of Peace

“To guide our feet into the way of peace."

(:80) POSTSCRIPT - DEVELOPMENT OF JOHN THE BAPTIST
“And the child continued to grow, and to become strong in spirit, and he lived in the
deserts until the day of his public appearance to Israel.”

Wiersbe: Instead of enjoying a comfortable life as a priest, John lived in the wilderness,
disciplining himself physically and spiritually, waiting for the day when God would send him out



to prepare Israel for the arrival of the Messiah.

SermonWriter.com: The people of Israel have a special relationship to the wilderness (a desert
wilderness rather than a forest wilderness). It was in the wilderness that God tested the people
and it was in the wilderness that they rebelled. It was in the wilderness that God saved them
again and again, and the wilderness was the crucible where they became a nation. The wilderness
was a place where people sinned—and where they also repented to restore their relationship with
God.
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DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) Did John receive the appreciation he deserved for his ministry of preparation? Would he
have coveted that appreciation? What types of ministries of preparation take place today and
might get overlooked?

2) What type of deliverance were the people of Israel expecting from the promised Messiah?

3) Does the church place enough emphasis today on living before God in holiness and
righteousness?

4) What hints do you see in this text that point not only to Christ’s First Coming but to His
Second Coming?
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QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

MacArthur: Luke as a historian is writing divine history, inspired in his mind by the self-
revealing God, and so his concern, that we know this is divine history. As the gospel of Luke
begins, Luke is especially concerned that we see the movement of God, the purpose of God, the
plan of God for redemption unfolding. And Luke focuses on staggering supernatural events, two
miracle conceptions, two miracle births and some attendant miracles that go along with

them. And then the coming of John and the coming of Jesus and a plethora of miracles explodes
on the world through the power of Jesus and the apostles to whom He delegated that power.

The reality is that God is acting in human history. God who has been silent for 400 years, God
who hasn't done a miracle in over 400 years or a series of miracles in perhaps 500 years. God
who hasn't sent a visible angel to earth in that same amount of time is now acting in history.
Luke wants his readers to see God being revealed, God launching the greatest era of redemptive
history, the coming of the Savior of the world. He reminds us to look for God. . .

Zachariah, in his song of praise here, is linking what is unfolding before his very eyes. He is
linking it to very specific covenants given in the Old Testament, a covenant to David, a covenant
to Abraham, and a covenant about the forgiveness of sins, known as the New

Covenant, presented in Jeremiah 31. . .

So these are covenants which have to do with salvation. The Davidic Covenant is



universal, insofar as it relates to the universal and eternal rule of Jesus Christ. The Abrahamic
Covenant is national, insofar as it deals primarily with promises made by God to Israel for
blessing. And the New Covenant is personal, in that it deals with how God works for the
forgiveness of sin in the life of an individual. The Davidic Covenant, universal; the Abrahamic
Covenant, national; the New Covenant, personal. They're not exclusively that but that's the main
feature of those covenants . . . his whole song is a song of redemption. It's a song of

salvation. That's the only way to understand it, and he sees it in his Jewish perspective with his
Jewish eyes in the framework of Jewish theology as the fulfillment of Davidic, Abrahamic and
New Covenant promise.

Bob Deffinbaugh: Why John Was Not Named "Little Zach”

In the culture of the Israelites, the name of a child was very significant. God sometimes changed
the name of a person, such as changing the name of Abram to Abraham, of Sarai to Sarah, and of
Jacob to Israel. At other times, God gave the name of the child before birth. Such is the case with
both John and Jesus. The drama of our text has to do with a family argument over the name
which was to be given the child of Zacharias and Elizabeth. When Gabriel informed Zacharias
that he and his wife would have a child in their old age, the first thing he did was to instruct this
priest as to what the child’s name would be:

“... your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will give him the name John” (Luke 1:13). .

The naming of the son after his father implied that this child would “walk in the steps of his
father,” that he would carry on the father’s name, and thus his work as well. Had John been
named “Little Zach,” he would have been expected to grow up as a priest, just like his father. He
would thus have gone about with his father as he carried out his priestly duties, learning how to
do things, just like his daddy did them.

To be named by any other name would have implied just the opposite. John would not follow in
his father’s steps. He would not learn to do what his father did. He would not be a priest. This, of
course, was precisely the case, and thus the reason for the name John. It isn’t the meaning of the
name “John” which is so important, then, but the message implied by having any name other
than Zacharias which is such an emotional issue. If many of those gathered at the circumcision
ceremony were relatives, Elizabeth’s insistence that the boy be named John was to renounce the
family, its work, and its perpetuation through the next generation. . .

The statement, “For the hand of God was certainly with him” (v. 66), may indicate that there
were a number of other unusual or miraculous incidents associated with John in his childhood
which testified to his unusual origin and mission in life. Luke must be selective, and thus he
gives us but this general statement, suggesting that much more could have been written. The
outcome of all of these things was a sense of expectancy among the people of that area. . .

If there is one thing which characterized John it was that he was a man who was set apart. He
was set apart by his calling before his birth, by his unusual birth, by his life as a Nazarite, by his
name, and by his childhood spent in the desert, where he lived apart from his “world,” wore
distinct clothing, and ate very different food. It was his separation from his “world” which
facilitated his ability to see its sins, to stand firmly against them, and to speak out boldly in
condemning them.



I believe that separation is just as essential for Christians today, if we would serve God as we
should, and live up to our “calling.”

MacArthur: Like many Old Testament predictions, the Lord’s promise to David in 2 Samuel
7:12—14 has both a near and a distant fulfillment. In the short term, David’s descendant, whose
kingdom God promised to establish (2 Sa 7:12) was his son Solomon. He was granted the
privilege of building the temple that was denied to David (2 Sa 7:13a).

But neither Solomon’s kingdom nor the temple he built were to last. As Solomon grew old, he
sank deeper and deeper into sin. As a result, after his death the kingdom split into two kingdom:s:
the northern kingdom of Israel, and the southern kingdom of Judah. Eventually, after centuries of
rebellion and disobedience, Israel was destroyed by the Assyrians (722 B.C.). Little more than a
century later Judah fell to the Babylonians, who in 586 B.C. destroyed Solomon’s magnificent
temple.

God’s covenant promise, however, did not fail. It extends to the One greater than Solomon
(Luke 11:31+)—the Lord Jesus Christ. It is His kingdom that God promised to establish forever
(2 Sa 7:13, 16). He will one day return to establish His earthly kingdom in fulfillment of the
promise made to David, and “there will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and
righteousness from then on and forevermore” (Isa. 9:7+).

It was that Messianic Kingdom, with its hope and expectation of salvation from Israel’s
enemies, and from the hand of all who hate the Jewish people (cf. Ps. 106:10), that elicited
Zacharias’s praise. As noted above, he believed the kingdom’s arrival was imminent (as indeed
did Jesus’ own disciples, even after His resurrection; he knew that his son was the forerunner of
the Messiah, and that Mary was pregnant with the Messiah. Zacharias did not foresee that the
unthinkable would happen—that Israel would reject and execute her King.

But Israel’s disobedience cannot nullify the promises of God (Ro 3:1-3). The King will one
day return to establish His earthly kingdom, just as God promised David. In that day the remnant
of Israel will come to repentance and faith and, says the Lord, “will look on Me whom they have
pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only son, and they will weep bitterly
over Him like the bitter weeping over a firstborn” (Zech. 12:10+). They will cry out joyously,
“Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!” (Mt 23:39). “In that day,” Zechariah
prophesied, “His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the
east” (Zech. 14:4+). The most detailed description of the triumphant return of Jesus Christ to
judge His enemies and establish His earthly kingdom is found in Revelation 19:11-21+...The
hope of Zacharias and the future remnant of Jews, as well as all true believers, is sure and will
certainly come to pass. God will not forget His covenant with David. The redeemed will
experience the blessed joy of serving and worshiping the King during the Millennial

Kingdom and the eternal kingdom that will follow it. Only then will the fervent longing of the
children of Israel for salvation from their enemies, and from the hand of all who hate them be
realized.

Spurgeon: OBSERVE how Zacharias, in this his joyful song, extolled the remission of sins
(Luke 1:77), as one of the most extraordinary proofs of the tender mercy of our God (Luke
1:78). He had been dumb for a season, as a chastisement for his unbelief; and therefore he used
his recovered speech to sing of pardoning mercy. No salvation is possible without forgiveness,



and so Zacharias says, “To give knowledge of salvation unto his people by the remission of their
sins.” The Lord could not forgive them on the ground of justice, and therefore he did so because
of his tender mercy—the tender mercy of our God, Who has made Himself “our God “by the
covenant of grace. He passes by the transgression of his people because he delighteth in mercy."
(Micah 7:18). At the very outset, I want any soul here that is burdened with sin to believe in the
forgiveness of sins, and to believe in it because God is love, and has a great tenderness towards
the work of His hands. He is, so merciful that He loves not to condemn the guilty, but looks with
anxious care upon them to see how He can turn away his wrath and restore them to favor. For
this reason alone there is remission of sins. Forgiveness comes not to us through any merit of
ours, present or foreseen; but only through the tender mercy of our God, and the marvelous
visit of love which came of it. If He be gracious enough to forgive our sins, it can be done; for
every arrangement is already made to accomplish it. The Lord is gracious enough for this—for
anything. Behold Him in Christ Jesus, and there we see Him as full of compassion.



TEXT: Luke 2:1-20
TITLE: BIRTH OF THE SAVIOR — CHRIST THE LORD

BIG IDEA:

THE HUMBLE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE BIRTH OF THE MESSIAH MAKE HIS
MISSION OF BRINGING GLORY TO GOD AND PEACE TO MAN EVEN MORE
ASTOUNDING

INTRODUCTION:

You would think that a birth that had been heralded by the OT prophets for so many centuries
would be more glorious and spectacular. But what we see emphasized in Luke’s account are the
humble circumstances surrounding the incarnation. This birth does not rise even to the level of a
normal common-place experience. Instead, Mary finds herself in the most demeaning of
situations — relegated to some type of outbuilding in a city where she has no connections where
there is not even a proper crib for the baby Jesus. Yet God announces this birth in spectacular
angelic fashion to highlight the cosmic mission of this infant to bring “glory to God and peace to
man’ — a mission that would resonate down through the ages in terms of its significance and
impact. The chorus of the angelic choir should be mirrored by the praise and worship of our own
hearts as we with Mary contemplate the meaning of this good news.

THE HUMBLE CIRCUMSTANCES OF THE BIRTH OF THE MESSIAH MAKE HIS
MISSION OF BRINGING GLORY TO GOD AND PEACE TO MAN EVEN MORE
ASTOUNDING

I. (:1-7) BIRTH OF JESUS ARRANGED TO TAKE PLACE IN BETHLEHEM

A. (:1-3) Providential Circumstances = Mandatory Census
“Now it came about in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a
census be taken of all the inhabited earth. 2 This was the first census taken while
Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all were proceeding to register for the census,
everyone to his own city.”

The great Caesar August envisioned himself as a strong autocratic ruler when in actuality he was
a mere puppet with God pulling his strings to accomplish the divine will that had been
prophesied centuries earlier in the OT. God is always sovereign and in control.

B. (:4-5) Prophetic City for the Birth = Bethlehem
“And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of
David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and family of David, 5 in
order to register, along with Mary, who was engaged to him, and was with child.”

MacArthur: Critical that Joseph and Mary go to Bethlehem, which was their own city, so that
they would be there when the Messiah was born so the prophecy of Micah would come to

pass. Little did Caesar Augustus know that he was being moved by the Spirit of God to do
exactly what he did on time, on schedule to effect exactly the result God wanted. There was a
few days in which Joseph and Mary had to be in Bethlehem, right at the very time of the birth of
the child. God knew exactly when that moment was, exactly when that day was. He knew when
they had to be there and He had planned for that to happen under the authority and power of a



Caesar who was far removed from the little village of Bethlehem and utterly removed from the
purposes of God and utterly ignorant of the Word of God. But nonetheless he was a main player
in bringing the prophecy to pass, which shows the mighty, incomprehensible, providential work
of Almighty God.

Deffinbaugh: the decree of Caesar was divinely intended to cause one couple to make a long
difficult journey from their home town of Nazareth in Galilee to the place of their birth,
Bethlehem in Judea. The ancient prophet had prophesied that the Messiah would be born in
Bethlehem, a fact that was well known to the Jews:

C. (:6-7) Pomp and Ceremony Absent at Birth of the Messiah
1. Humble Circumstances of the City of Bethlehem
“And it came about that while they were there, the days were completed
for her to give birth.”

2. Humble Circumstances of the Simple Attire
“And she gave birth to her first-born son; and she wrapped Him in
cloths,”

No attendants present to help Mary at the time of delivery.

Leon Morris: That Mary wrapped the child herself points to a lonely birth. . . everything points
to obscurity, poverty and even rejection.

3. Humble Circumstances of the Stable Location
“and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the
inn.”

Geldenhuys: He had left the glory of the Father and humbled Himself to be born as a human
child in the most lowly circumstances. And ... He was laid in a manger.

I1. (:8-14) BIRTH OF JESUS ANNOUNCED TO THE SHEPHERDS

A. (:8) Ordinary Activities of the Shepherds
“And in the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields, and keeping
watch over their flock by night.”

God chose a surprising class of people to give testimony to the world of the arrival of the King of
Glory. Perhaps they were in charge of flocks that were intended for temple sacrifices.

Life is made up of ordinary days ... but God can intervene at any time.

Thabiti Anyabwile: This is not glorious work.. This is not the best shift. Shepherds had bad
reputations. The nature of their work meant they could not observe Israel’s ceremonial laws.
They were considered unreliable and could not give testimony in the law courts. They were a
despised class of people.

Deffinbaugh: In spite of their poor reputation as a class of people, these shepherds seem to have
been godly men, men who were looking for the coming of Israel’s Messiah. All the others of



those who were directly informed of the birth of Messiah in Matthew and Luke were described
as godly people, and so it would seem to be true of the shepherds as well. After all, news of His
coming would not be “good news of a great joy” (v. 10) unless they were seeking Him. The haste
of these shepherds to the place of Christ’s birth (vv. 15-16) also testifies to their spiritual
preparedness and eagerness for the coming of Messiah. This is in contrast to the response of the
Jerusalemites to the news of Messiah’s birth, as prophesied in their Scriptures and announced by
the magi.

B. (:9) Extra-Ordinary Divine Visitation
“And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terribly frightened.”

C. (:10-12) Announcement of the Birth of Jesus
1. (:10) Significance of the Announcement — 2 Great Purposes for Such Great News
“And the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news
of a great joy which shall be for all the people; ™

Geldenhuys: The extreme simplicity of the narrative forms the strongest contrast to the
stupendous significance of the occurrence that is recounted.

2. (:11) Substance of the Announcement
“for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ
the Lord.”

Donald Miller: Jesus’ birth is set over against Caesar, too, because Jesus is a “Savior” (vs. 11).
Augustus was called “savior.” His word was called “gospel”. But Augustus’ “good news”
would ultimately turn to bad news. His “salvation could not meet the deepest needs of men. His
kingdom could not last. Here was the true “Savior,” sent from God, who should meet men at the
deep level of “the forgiveness of their sins” (1:77), “Of His kingdom there will be no end” (1:33).

3. (:12) Sign Confirming the Announcement
“And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in cloths, and lying
in a manger.”

This sign also provides the identification for the correct baby

D. (:13-14) Accompanying Angelic Choir Singing Hallelujah Chorus
“And suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising
God, and saying, 14 ‘Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace among men with
whom He is pleased.”™

ITI. (:15-20) BIRTH OF JESUS AUTHENTICATED AND CELEBRATED
A. (:15-16) Authentication
1. (:15) Seeking to Check Things Out
“And it came about when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that
the shepherds began saying to one another, ‘Let us go straight to Bethlehem then,
and see this thing that has happened which the Lord has made known to us.”™




They immediately determined to go and investigate what they had been told and found things
exactly as had been described.

2. (:16) Finding What Had Been Announced
“And they came in haste and found their way to Mary and Joseph, and the baby
as He lay in the manger.”

B. (:17-19) Revelation
1. (:17) Communicating the Divine Revelation
“And when they had seen this, they made known the statement which had been
told them about this Child.”

Revelation always demands a response:
2. (:18) Response by All
“And all who heard it wondered at the things which were told them by the
shepherds.”

3. (:19) Response by Mary
“But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.”

C. (:20) Celebration
“And the shepherds went back, glorifying and praising God for all that they had heard
and seen, just as had been told them.”
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DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:
1) Where have you experienced God’s providential ordering of circumstances in your life?

2) How shocked must the angels have been to see the humble entrance of the majestic Messiah
into the human realm?

3) What types of thoughts would have been going through the mind of Mary as she pondered
and meditated upon the message of the angels?

4) How much more excited about the gospel message should we saved sinners be than God’s
holy angels?
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QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Thabiti Anyabwile: Verses 17-20 lay for us a pattern to be repeated by disciples of the Lord
throughout all generations. The shepherds teach others what they heard and saw. Mary
treasures it in her heart. Then the shepherds return home to tell others of the glory of God.
From the time of the Savior’s birth, those receiving the Savior have followed this pattern of
teach, treasure, and tell. Can there be any other response to God’s mercy in Jesus Christ? Can



there be any other response to seeing the glory of God? Let us teach it, treasure it, and tell it
abroad forever.

Steven Cole: The Best News in the World
The best news in the world is that a Savior was born for you, who is Christ the Lord.

Consider five aspects of this good news:
1. The good news about Christ the Savior is historically true.

2. The good news about Christ the Savior is based on His unique Person.

e Heis fully man

e He s fully God

e This Savior is the Christ (or Messiah). Messiah is the Hebrew and Christ is the
Greek word for “Anointed One.” It refers to Jesus as the special Anointed King
and Priest, who brings God’s salvation to His people. In the Old Testament, the
only two office bearers to be anointed were the King and the High Priest, but the
messianic expectation centered on the kingly aspect, as portrayed in Psalm 2. The
title, Christ, especially focuses on the fact that Jesus is the One who fulfilled all
the Old Testament prophecies about the promised Savior.

e this one who was born is the Savior

3. The good news about Christ the Savior is for all people, but especially the common
person.

e The good news is for all people, not just for the elite.

e The good news involved the sacrifice of the Lamb of God.

e The good news provided us with a Good Shepherd.

4. The good news about Christ the Savior brings light, then fear, then joy.
5. The good news about Christ the Savior requires a personal response.

e The response of proclamation.
e The response of praise.
e The response of endurance.

J. Ligon Duncan: The Messiah is Born

two things strike me in particular in these verses that we’ll read today; one, the way they display
God's sovereignty in providence, the most amazing way God's control of everything is on
display in these verses. The other is the way these verses reveal the character of God. . .

I want you to be on the lookout for what we learn about the timing of Christ's birth, the place of
Christ's birth, the manner of Christ's birth, and the irony of it all.

Gene Brooks - Sermon Points:

1. The humble entrance of a glorious Savior (Luke 2:1-7)

2. The humble hearers of a glorious Announcement (Luke 2:8-14)



The humble proclamation of a glorious Birth (Luke 2:15-20)

Brian Bill - Angels appear in more than half of the books of the Bible, with over 300 total
references. They have three primary responsibilities.

- They magnify God. The number one job of angels is to adore God. Nehemiah 9:6: “You
give life to everything, and the multitudes of heaven worship you.” According to Job
38:7, at creation “the morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy.”

- They are messengers of God. The word “angel,” as used in the Bible, literally means
messenger. Their job is to do what God sends them to do. Angel messengers basically
convey two types of messages. Sometimes it’s good news like announcing the birth of
Christ. That Christmas carol “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing” captures the fact that angels
“herald” or proclaim. But, other times they bring bad news. When they serve in this
capacity, they are not cute and cuddly cherub dolls that we put on top of our Christmas
trees. 2 Thessalonians 1:7: “This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from
heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels.” The Book of Revelation is full of
avenging angels and it is anything but pretty.

- They minister to people. Hebrews 1:14 puts it best: “Are not all angels ministering
spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?”” Most of the time angels are not
seen; they minister invisibly behind the scenes. And yet, on occasion, they break into our
world, appearing for a short time to accomplish a specific purpose. The Bible mentions
that when they do appear, they often look just like humans. Listen to Hebrews 13:2: “Do
not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing some people have entertained angels
without knowing it.”

It is impossible to read the Christmas story without understanding a little about angels because it
begins and ends with them. The Incarnation is so incredible and so earth shaking that only the
angels could be entrusted by God to be the appropriate messengers. No earthly channels of
communication could be relied upon to get this amazing message out because no human person
could possibly be persuasive enough. One interesting point to be made is that if you were to look
at all the major events in the Bible, there is no other occurrence that has as many messages from
so many angelic messengers.

John Piper: A Savior is Born — Glory to God, Peace to Man

“For unto you is born this day . . .” (verse 11). It happened on a day. A day in history. Not a day
in some mythological, imaginary story, but a day when “Caesar Augustus was the emperor of
Rome and Quirinius was governor of Syria.”

It was a day planned in eternity before the creation of the world. Indeed the whole universe —
with untold light-years of space and billions of galaxies — was created and made glorious for
this day and what it means for human history. . .

Two Great Purposes for This Great News

First and foremost, God is glorified because this child is born. And second, peace is to spread
everywhere this child is received. These are the great purposes for the coming of Jesus: Glory
ever-ascending from man to God. Peace ever-descending from God to man. God’s glory sung out
among men for the sake of his name. God’s peace lived out among men for the sake of his name.



- Peace with God
- Peace with Ourselves
- Peace with Others

Bob Deffinbaugh: The Birth of the Messiah

To me, the shepherds’ search for the baby Messiah in Bethlehem was like a scavenger hunt. The
“clues” they were given were (1) that there was a newly born babe; (2) that the babe was a boy;
and (3) that he was to be found in a cattle feeding trough, wrapped in strips of cloth. I can just
imagine those shepherds, converging on the town of Bethlehem, in the middle of the night (vv. 8,
15-16), knocking on doors, seeking to find a child meeting these descriptions. One looking on
the town from a distance could have seen the whole town progressively lit up, astir with the news
which the shepherds brought. From every house where the baby was not found, there was
probably another addition to the search party. Perhaps the entire town was awakened and
engaged in the search before the babe was found. All of this served to make the news of the
Christ-child’s birth known, as well as to create of mood of expectation and curiosity. At some of
the homes, at least, there may have been the request to come back with news of where Messiah
was found.

There are four lessons which I wish to underscore here, which I believe are taught in our text.

(1) The sovereignty of God in history.

(2) Luke provides us with a lesson in the communication of the gospel.

Luke passed up the opportunity to highlight the fulfillment of Micah 5:2 because it would not
have as much impact on his Gentile recipient as it would have had on a Jew. Luke emphasized
the sovereignty of God over history and over a heathen king, which would have had a great
impact on Theophilus. In what he has done and not done Luke teaches us that we dare not
change the gospel, but we should carefully chose to focus on those details of the gospel which
will have the greatest impact on our audience. Thus, the need for more than one gospel is once
again apparent.

(3) Luke’s account of the birth of Christ reminds us of the principle of proportion.

The principle of proportion teaches us that much time and space is devoted to what is most
important, while little time and space is given to that which is of lessor import. On the basis of
this simple principle we would have to conclude that the death of Christ is more important to the
gospel writers than His birth.

(4) Finally, we learn that God’s purposes are often achieved through suffering, and that God’s
purposes in our suffering are often not immediately apparent.




TEXT: Luke 2:21-40
TITLE: PROPHETIC INSIGHT OF SIMEON AND ANNA

BIG IDEA:
PROPHETIC INSIGHT INTO THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE BIRTH OF JESUS
REVEALS HIS GLOBAL MESSIANIC AND REDEMPTIVE MISSION

INTRODUCTION:

Surprisingly few details are given of the life of Jesus on earth before the beginning of His public
ministry. Therefore, all of the incidents that are related must be treated with special significance.
Here we have some important details of the weeks just after the birth of Jesus followed by a
more general description of His youthful growth and development.

PROPHETIC INSIGHT INTO THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE BIRTH OF JESUS
REVEALS HIS GLOBAL MESSIANIC AND REDEMPTIVE MISSION

(:21-24) PRELUDE - JESUS FULFILLED THE LAW OF MOSES

A. (:21) Circumcision and Naming of Jesus
“And when eight days were completed before His circumcision, His name was then called
Jesus, the name given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb.”

Circumcision -- Identified Jesus with his Jewish covenant people; fulfilled requirements of the
Law — Lev. 12:3

B. (:22-24) Purification of Mary and Presentation Before the Lord in the Temple at
Jerusalem
1. (:22) Context
“And when the days for their purification according to the law of Moses were
completed, they brought Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord”

For a woman who gave birth to a male child, she would be ceremonially unclean for 7 days.
Circumcision would take place on the 8" day. Then another 33 days were required before she
could enter the sanctuary or touch any holy things.

Geldenhuys: The circumcision and purification customs after a birth had reference to the state of
sin in which each human being is born and to the purification therefrom by blood-sprinkling and
sacrifices ... serves as a sign that He voluntarily places Himself under the Law and takes upon
Himself the obligations of His people so as to procure their redemption.

Wiersbe: Our Lord’s relationship to the law is an important part of His saving ministry. He was
made under the law (Gal. 4:4); and although He rejected man’s religious traditions, He obeyed
God’s law perfectly (John 8:46). He bore the curse of the law for us (Gal. 3:13) and set us free
from bondage (Gal. 5:1).

2. (:23) Consecration
“(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, ‘Every first-born male that opens the
womb shall be called holy to the Lord °),” Ex.13:2,12




Leon Morris: Two quite separate ceremonies are involved here, the presentation of the child and
the purification of the mother.

Liefeld: Luke, conflating the performance of these OT obligations into the single narrative,
shows how Jesus was reared in conformity with them. His parents obeyed the Lord (1:31) in
naming him. The offering of birds instead of a lamb shows that he was born into a poor family.

3. (:24) Commanded Sacrifice
“and to offer a sacrifice according to what was said in the Law of the Lord, ‘A
pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.”™

Lev. 12:8 — indicates that this offering reflected the poverty of Mary and Joseph

I. (:25-35) PROPHETIC INSIGHT OF SIMEON REGARDING THIS INFANT JESUS
A. (:25-26) Unique Role of Simeon
1. His Identification
“And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon,”

2. His Reputation
“and this man was righteous and devout,”

Outstanding personal character in both how he treated others and how he worshiped God

3. His Orientation
“looking for the consolation of Israel;”

Most Jews were looking for a military leader to deliver them from the oppression of the Roman
government. Simeon and Anna had a spiritual orientation that gave them a different perspective
towards the coming of the Messiah. They understood the need for forgiveness of sins.

4. His Association
“and the Holy Spirit was upon him.”

Leon Morris: seems to mean on him continually. In the old dispensation e read of the Spirit as
coming upon people on special occasions, but a continuing presence is rare. Simeon’s
endowment was something special.

5. His Anticipation
“And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death
before he had seen the Lord's Christ.”

B. (:27-32) Universal Redemptive Mission of the Messiah
1. (:27) Revealed by the Spirit
“And he came in the Spirit into the temple,”

2. (:27b) Related to Obedience to the OT Law
“and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to carry out for Him the custom
of the Law,”




3. (:28-29) Received in Fulfillment of OT Expectations
“then he took Him into his arms, and blessed God, and said, 29 ‘Now Lord, Thou
dost let Thy bond-servant depart In peace, according to Thy word; ™

4. (:30) Recognized Upon Seeing the Baby Jesus
“For my eyes have seen Thy salvation,”

5. (:31-32) Refocused Towards Both Jews and Gentiles
“Which Thou hast prepared in the presence of all peoples,”

a. Directed Towards the Gentiles
“A light of revelation to the Gentiles,”

b. Directed Towards the Jews
“And the glory of Thy people Israel.”

C. (:33-35) Ultimate Impact of the Child
1. (:33) Wow Factor
“And His father and mother were amazed at the things which were being said
about Him.”

Geldenhuys: Simeon’s words especially, regarding the universal purport and significance of the
redemption wrought by God through Jesus, bring to Joseph and Mary a clearer perception of the
divine majesty of the Child.

2. (:34-35) Watershed Fulcrum
“And Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary His mother, ‘Behold, this Child is
appointed for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and for a sign to be opposed-- 35
and a sword will pierce even your own soul-- to the end that thoughts from many
hearts may be revealed.”™

Liefeld: A negative attitude toward him, however, serves to brand the unbeliever as one who has
rejected not only him but the whole of God’s revelation (v. 35; cf. John 5:45-47). This clash
will inevitably wound Jesus’ mother.

Geldenhuys: But it was especially when He was nailed to the cross that the “sword pierced
through her soul.” She is, therefore, rightly called Mater Dolorosa (Mother of Sorrows) and
represented as such in Christian art.

Thabiti Anyabwile: Simeon blessed them with strange words. This child will be a light, but he
will be the kind of light that exposes. Because he exposes, he will face opposition. That
opposition will be a violent piercing — a piercing that will penetrate his mother’s heart also.

Donald Miller: The most startling thing about Simeon’s words is that they introduce for the
first time the note of sorrow into the story of Jesus’ birth (vss. 34-35). .. God’s saving action
always produces a crisis, a division, depending on men’s response.



II. (:36-38) PROPHETIC INSIGHT OF ANNA REGARDING THIS INFANT JESUS
A. (:36-37) Unique Role of Anna
1. (:36a) Forgotten Prophetess
“And there was a prophetess, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher.”

From the lost tribe of Asher; insignificant up to this point in time; but her life was about to take a
dramatic turn

2. (:36b) Fatigued Widow
“She was advanced in years, having lived with a husband seven years after her
marriage, and then as a widow to the age of eighty-four.”

She had been a widow for an exceptionally long time and had dedicated herself to serving the
Lord; she had to have been tired out by this time; difficult to keep the flame lit on her messianic
expectations

3. (:37) Faithful Servant
“And she never left the temple, serving night and day with fastings and prayers.”

B. (:38) Unrelenting Thanksgiving and Testimony to the Redemptive Role of the Long-
Awaited Messiah
“And at that very moment she came up and began giving thanks to God, and continued to
speak of Him to all those who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.”

Importance of older people having a thankful spirit based on experiencing God’s faithfulness
over the years; rather than becoming cranky and bitter

(:39-40) EPILOGUE - JESUS CONTINUED TO GROW AND DEVELOP

A. (:39) Settling in Hometown of Nazareth
“And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they
returned to Galilee, to their own city of Nazareth.”

B. (:40) Positive Development of Jesus
1. Physical Development
“And the Child continued to grow and become strong,”

2. Wisdom Development
“increasing in wisdom,”

3. Spiritual Development
“and the grace of God was upon Him.”
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DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:



1) How can you move beyond the disappointments you have experienced in life to have a
consistent perspective of hope?

2) What should the relationship of a Christian be to the OT law?
3) What type of global missionary message can you develop from this text?

4) How can you best be prepared for your death?
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QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

John Piper: Simeon’s Farewell to the World

Up until John the Baptist's coming, the word and the rule of God had been proclaimed through
the law and the prophets, but now with the arrival of Jesus the King and his forerunner John, the
word and rule of God is proclaimed and encountered in a new way. Jesus is the Word;

Jesus is the King; the long awaited kingdom has now arrived (at least partially). For those who
believe in Jesus, a tremendous shift occurs: no longer do we live merely in the era

of promise with the law and the prophets awaiting the consolation of Israel. Now we live in the
era of fulfillment when the kingdom of God is preached as present and powerful, albeit not yet
consummated. . .

First, we saw that for Luke the era of the law and the prophets has grown old like Simeon and
Anna and is passing away. Christ and the message of his kingdom have come. Nevertheless he
does not come to abolish but fulfill. There is continuity with the old. The best OT Jewish saints
are most receptive to the new age.

Second, we saw that Luke depicts this new era as marked by an amazing outpouring of the Holy
Spirit in the book of Acts. But he also shows that this same Spirit was at work in a similar
(though not identical) way in the old era, in Elizabeth and Zechariah and Simeon. So again there
is newness but also continuity between the new and the old.

Finally, we saw in Simeon's song that in this new era of the Messiah salvation would spill over
the boundaries of an unbelieving Israel and reach all the nations of the world. But even here the
old is not abandoned. The Messiah will bring glory to the people Isracl when he banishes
ungodliness from Jacob. So again there is newness but also continuity with the old.

This is a fundamental truth that will affect the way we read our Bibles: with Jesus comes a new
era, but the old when properly understood is not against the new but in harmony with it.

Tony Hobbs: The Days Following Jesus’ Birth

Requirements of the Law following birth of a child

Males to be circumcised after 8 days. (Genesis 17:12.)

Firstborn had to be sanctified in a special way. (Based on Exodus 13:2 and repeated a number of
times in the Torah.)

Mothers had to undergo a period of ritual purification and offer a sacrifice for her ritual
cleansing. (Leviticus 12:1-8.)

What’s going on in this passage



No requirement for the parents to go to Jerusalem to obey the requirements of the Law.

Were they so influenced by what had happened that it seemed appropriate to go to the Temple?
Start of passage has similarities with incident in OT: Where Hannah dedicated her first child,
Samuel, to the Lord. (I Sam 1:21-28.)

Two people meet Mary, Joseph and Jesus and say special things about Jesus.
(Echoing/confirming things the angel had said 9 months earlier.)

Simeon: A personal dimension

Description of Simeon and language he uses concerning Jesus based on OT hopes; especially
reflects hopes from book of Isaiah.

Can die in peace having seen the fulfillment of God’s promises to the nation and to him
personally.

Can also die with confidence of personal salvation. As one commentator puts it:

“Simeon can entrust himself to death, knowing that life and immortality have been brought to
light through the gospel.”

Simeon: A wider dimension

What Simeon is experiencing personally will also be made available to others: Jews and
Gentiles.

Gentiles responding to God seen in Jewish thought as a particular sign of coming of God’s
kingdom and fulfillment of His promises.

But the Messiah will also bring judgement. (Not clear here what form that takes but later in
gospel judgement is a result of rejecting Jesus.)

Also warns that suffering is part of the coming of God’s kingdom.

Anna

Again language reflects OT hopes and God’s promises.

Sees Jesus as fulfillment of these hopes and promises.

She may have thought her life was effectively over many years before. But —
In dedicating her life to worshipping and praying she meets Jesus.

Some principles for us

- Good to be aware of God’s promises — both in Scripture and those to us personally — and to see
how Jesus meets them.

- That salvation and meeting of our deepest needs a result of meeting Jesus for ourselves.

- Age is no obstacle! (Indeed, we may need patience in earlier years!) True life fulfillment may
come when society says our best years are over.

- Jesus offers salvation and true fulfillment — but He also brings judgement. And suffering may
also be part of the process.

- But if we know Jesus we can look forward with confidence to everlasting life with Him.

Steven Cole: Christ Our Hope
Those who hope in God’s promises in Christ will be rewarded.

1. To hope in Christ means to live righteously and expectantly in the power of the Holy Spirit.
A. TO HOPE IN CHRIST MEANS TO LIVE RIGHTEOUSLY.

B. TO HOPE IN CHRIST MEANS TO LIVE EXPECTANTLY.

C. TO HOPE IN CHRIST MEANS TO LIVE IN THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.



2. Those who hope in Christ will be rewarded.
A. THOSE WHO HOPE IN CHRIST ARE REWARDED WITH AN UNDERSTANDING OF
THE THINGS OF GOD.

B. THOSE WHO HOPE IN CHRIST ARE REWARDED WITH THE FULFILLMENT OF
THEIR GODLY DESIRES.

C. THOSE WHO HOPE IN CHRIST WILL BE REWARDED WITH THE READINESS FOR
DEATH.

3. The Christ we hope in is God’s promised Savior.
A. HE WAS BORN WITHOUT SIN, BUT IDENTIFIED WITH SINNERS.

B. HE WAS BORN TO SAVE PEOPLE FROM EVERY NATION FROM THEIR SINS.
C. HE WAS BORN TO BRING JUDGMENT TO THOSE WHO OPPOSE.
D. HE WAS BORN TO BRING SALVATION THROUGH HIS DEATH.

J. Ligon Duncan: Fulfilling the Law — Finding the Messiah

Jesus, from His earliest days, from His childhood, obeyed the whole Mosaic code. That was
absolutely essential for Him to be the Teacher of Israel. Would Israel have accepted an
uncircumcised, disobedient-to-the-Law-of-Moses teacher coming to Israel to tell Israel what
Moses really meant? What the Old Testament was really about? No. Israel would view a person
like that as no more than an uncircumcised Philistine. And so Luke is saying, ‘Let me just say
that Jesus obeyed the Law of Moses better than Moses did.” Why? Because Moses broke this
very law. Remember that? Moses didn't circumcise his own son, and in Exodus 4 we're told that
Moses, who wrote this law, was met by God on the way and the Lord almost killed him because
he had failed to obey this law. And Luke is telling you Jesus is better than Moses. He obeyed
Moses’ law better than Moses obeyed Moses’ law. From childhood He obeyed the whole Mosaic
code. He fulfilled that Law, and that not only enabled Him to speak with authority to Israel

as the Teacher of the Law, but it is also one part of His active obedience whereby we are saved. .

Do you know the Jesus that saves? If you don't know that you need forgiveness of sins and if you
don't know that Jesus has come to save, then you don't know the Jesus of the gospels. . .

Who is Jesus? He fulfilled the Law perfectly. He is the only Savior of mankind. He lived in
poverty on your behalf. He is the Messiah. He is the Savior of Jew and Gentile. He is the
consolation of His people.



TEXT: Luke 2:41-52
TITLE: KINGDOM PRIORITIES

BIG IDEA:
OUR RELATIONSHIP TO OUR HEAVENLY FATHER MUST TAKE PRIORITY
EVEN OVER OUR RELATIONSHIP TO OUR EARTHLY PARENTS

INTRODUCTION:

Jesus demonstrates in this passage the crucial distinction between His earthly parents and His
heavenly Father. As the unique Son of God He is about to enter upon a public ministry (after
some more years of growth and preparation) where His mission and loyalty to kingdom priorities
must take precedence over other legitimate earthly priorities. He must be about His Father’s
business. Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness.

OUR RELATIONSHIP TO OUR HEAVENLY FATHER MUST TAKE PRIORITY
EVEN OVER OUR RELATIONSHIP TO OUR EARTHLY PARENTS

(:41-42) SETTING — KINGDOM PRIORITIES BECOME NOTICED IN THE NORMAL
COURSE OF OBEDIENT LIVING --
JESUS VISITING JERUSALEM AT AGE 12 WITH HIS EARTHLY PARENTS
“And His parents used to go to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42 And
when He became twelve, they went up there according to the custom of the Feast,”

Requirement of the OT law to visit the temple in Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the
Passover, Pentecost and Tabernacles. (Ex. 23:14-17; Deut. 16:16)

I. (:43-45) SURPRISE -- EARTHLY PARENTS CAN BE SURPRISED BY KINGDOM

PRIORITIES —

EARTHLY PARENTS SEARCHING FOR JESUS
“and as they were returning, after spending the full number of days, the boy Jesus stayed
behind in Jerusalem. And His parents were unaware of it, 44 but supposed Him to be in
the caravan, and went a day's journey; and they began looking for Him among their
relatives and acquaintances. 45 And when they did not find Him, they returned to
Jerusalem, looking for Him.”

I1. (:46-47) STUDENT/TEACHER DIALOGUE IN THE TEMPLE —

JESUS FOUND ENGAGED IN THEOLOGICAL DIALOGUE IN THE TEMPLE
“And it came about that after three days they found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst
of the teachers, both listening to them, and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard
Him were amazed at His understanding and His answers.”

The parents of Jesus searched for him for a total of 3-5 days — 1 day journeying without him; 1
day journeying back to Jerusalem; 1 or 3 days looking in the city itself. (Not sure if the mention
of 3 days here is the total time Jesus was missing or just the time they searched for him in the

city.)



Geldenhuys: With the Child Himself, however, there was no boasting, self-conceit, arrogance or
self-exaltation.

III. (:48-50) SUMMARY EXPLANATION —

LOYALTY TO KINGDOM PRIORITIES SHOULD BE EXPECTED
“And when they saw Him, they were astonished; and His mother said to Him, ‘Son, why
have You treated us this way? Behold, Your father and I have been anxiously looking for
You.’ 49 And He said to them, ‘Why is it that you were looking for Me? Did you not know
that I had to be in My Father's house?’ 50 And they did not understand the statement
which He had made to them.”

Geldenhuys: It is remarkable that the first words of Jesus quoted in the Gospel narrative are these
words in which He so clearly refers to His divine Sonship, and in which He points to his life’s
vocation to be about His Father’s business — to serve and glorify Him in all things and at all
times. The words indicate a divine inevitability: Jesus must be busy with the interests of His
Father.

Leon Morris: Jesus had a relationship to God shared by no other. Joseph and Mary did not
understand this. They learnt what Jesus’ Messiahship meant bit by bit.

(:51-52) EPILOGUE - SUBMISSION TO EARTHLY PARENTS AND CONTINUED
DEVELOPMENT
A. (:51a) Consistent Pattern of Submission

“And He went down with them, and came to Nazareth;

and He continued in subjection to them,”

B. (:51b) Constant Reevaluation on the Part of Mary
“and His mother treasured all these things in her heart.”

Donald Miller: As mother of Messiah, she had a son, and yet, in a sense, she did not. He did
not belong to her, but to all men, in a way that Mary could not at that time understand (see Luke
8:19-21; 11:27-28). There is wisdom, however, in Mary’s dealing with her lack of
understanding. When God’s truth is not clear, do not cast it off; hide it in the heart and wait for
fuller light (vs. 51).

C. (:52) Continual Growth and Development
“And Jesus kept increasing in wisdom and stature,
and in favor with God and men.”

Geldenhuys: He passed through a natural but perfect spiritual and physical development. At
every stage He was perfect for that stage. But there is a big difference between the perfection of
a child and that of an adult.

Wiersbe: Jesus is a wonderful example for all young people to follow. He grew in a balanced
way (Luke 2:52) without neglecting any part of life, and His priority was to do the will of His
Father (see Matt. 6:33). He knew how to listen and how to ask the right questions. He learned
how to work, and He was obedient to His parents.

K ok sk sk sk ok ok ok ok o3k



DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) As aparent, when have you experienced the panic of seemingly having lost one of your
children?

2) Do you think Jesus did anything wrong here?

3) Do you think Joseph and Mary were blaming each other for the disappearance of their special
child? (They each had probably thought that he was traveling with the other parent or that
permission had been granted to travel with another group.)

4) What does this passage teach about responsible parenting and about the relationship of a child
to his parents?
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QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

John Piper: The Son of God at 12 Years Old

At the end of the 12th year the child goes through a ceremony by which he formally takes on the
yoke of the law and becomes a bar mitzvah or "son of the commandment." This was the year
Jesus chose to stay behind in the temple. Perhaps, at this crucial turning point in every Jewish
boy's life, Jesus wanted to demonstrate subtly for those who had eyes to see that he would be
more than an ordinary Jewish bar mitzvah, his insight into the commandment was more
profound than ordinary men, and his relation to God was unique. . .

Jesus has chosen this crucial stage in his life, on he brink of manhood, to tell his parents in an
unforgettable way that he now knows who his real Father is and what it will mean for his
mission. . .

it seems to me that the main teaching of the passage is that Jesus now recognizes his unique
sonship to God, and that his mission will require of him a devotion to God's purposes so great
that it takes precedence over the closest family ties. He must follow his calling, even if it brings
pain and misunderstanding. In this way Luke sets the stage for the adult ministry of the Son of
God.

Ronald Allen:

As the ministry of Jesus unfolds, Jesus has considerable conflict with Jewish authorities over
how to interpret God’s presence and purposes in the eschatological moment. The same thing is
true of the church in Acts. By recollecting that Jesus was raised in a faithful Jewish atmosphere,
and recalling that Jesus speaks as a Jewish insider, Luke assures listeners that the viewpoints of
Jesus and the church are authentically Jewish. Jesus and the church do not reject Judaism. They
interpret Jewish convictions in light of the eschatological turning of the ages. . .

Many people today are confused about identity and vocation, about who they are and their
mission in life. This is particularly (though by no means exclusively) true of Millennials. It may
go too far to say that Jesus here claims his own identity and mission. Whether or not that is



exegetically true, this passage could provide the preacher with an entry into the importance of
claiming our own identities as disciples and witnesses.

Steven Cole: Imitating Jesus

We should imitate Jesus, the Son of God, in spiritual growth, in routine faithfulness, and in
commitment to God’s purpose.

1. The Jesus whom we should imitate is the unique Son of God.

2. We should imitate Jesus, the Son of God, in spiritual growth.

- Spiritual growth takes time, but we must actively engage in the process.

- Spiritual growth involves an active interest in the Word of God.

- Spiritual growth should be focused in two directions: Toward God and toward others.
- Spiritual growth can get off track if we are not on guard.

3. We should imitate Jesus, the Son of God, in routine faithfulness.
4. We should imitate Jesus, the Son of God, in commitment to God’s purpose above all else.

John MacArthur:

Jesus' having to be present in His Father's house is not only the crux of the passage, but also
expresses the definitive reality of Christian theology. This statement is the first time in Scripture
that any individual claimed God as his personal Father. The Jews viewed God as the Father of all
in a creative sense, and the Father of Israel in a national sense. But no one had the audacity to
claim God as his Father in a personal, intimate sense, because of the profound implications of
such a claim. In this confession, Jesus made it clear that His first priority was to do the will of
His heavenly Father. He also lifted Himself above the human realm. He was not in the ultimate
sense Joseph’s son, or Mary’s son; He was the eternal Son of God, who came down from heaven
(John 3:13; 6:38, 42). As such, He was under the authority of His heavenly Father, not His
earthly parents.

J C Ryle:

He had a Father in heaven, and that this heavenly Father’s work demanded His first attention.
The expression is one that ought to sink down deeply into the hearts of all Christ’s people. It
should supply them with a mark at which they should aim in daily life, and a test by which they
should try their habits and conversation. It should quicken them when they begin to be slothful. It
should check them when they feel inclined to go back to the world.—“Are we about our Father’s
business? Are we walking in the steps of Jesus Christ?”—Such questions will often prove very
humbling, and make us ashamed of ourselves. But such questions are eminently useful to our
souls. Never is a Church in so healthy a condition as when its believing members aim high, and
strive in all things to be like Christ.



TEXT: Luke 3:1-14
TITLE: REPENTANCE AND THE FRUIT OF REPENTANCE

BIG IDEA:
PREPARING THE WAY FOR THE LORD REQUIRES REPENTANCE THAT IS
PROVEN GENUINE BY THE FRUIT OF REPENTANCE

INTRODUCTION:

The ministry of John the Baptist paves the way for the coming of the promised Messiah who will
bring salvation to both Jews and Gentiles. The core message in conjunction with the symbolic
baptism administered by John is one of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. It is easy for
religious people and especially religious leaders to try to cloak themselves with the trappings of
spirituality while never demonstrating the fruit of genuine repentance. John the Baptist pulls no
punches and bluntly condemns such hypocrisy by exposing the failure to demonstrate sacrificial
love and generous care for those in need. When one’s life remains characterized by greed and
self-interest, the baptismal waters cannot mask the lie of an unrepentant heart. Despite false
security and a religious lineage, the hypocrite should expect the axe of God’s impending
judgment.

PREPARING THE WAY FOR THE LORD REQUIRES REPENTANCE THAT IS
PROVEN GENUINE BY THE FRUIT OF REPENTANCE

(:1-2a) TIMEFRAME FOR THE MINISTRY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST DEFINED BY
PROMINENT AUTHORITIES

Geldenhuys: As an author with historical aptitude, Luke gives an exceptionally full chronology
for the commencement of John’s public appearance. He does this because, on account of the
preparatory nature of his work, it is really also the time-indication for the beginning of the public
appearance of Jesus (which commenced only about six months later). . . All these chronological
data, taken together, show that John was called to appear as forerunner of Christ in public
between the years A.D. 26 and 29. Probably the exact year was A.D. 27.

A. Political Hierarchy
1. Ruler = Tiberius Caesar
“Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar,”

2. Governor = Pontius Pilate
“when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea,”

3. Tetrarchs
a. Herod
“and Herod was tetrarch of Galilee,”

b. Philip
“and his brother Philip was tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and
Trachonitis,”



c. Lysanias
“and Lysanias was tetrarch of Abilene,”

Anyabwile: The Caesars were the rulers of the Roman world. Beneath Caesar was a governor
named Pilate. And beneath Pilate were three tetrarchs who ruled various regions. Philip ruled
Iturea and Trochonitis, Lysanias ruled Abilene, and Herod ruled Galilee, Jesus’s hometown area.

B. Religious Hierarchy: Annas and Caiaphas
“in the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas,”

Leon Morris: Annas was high priest AD 6-15, when the Roman governor Gratus deposed him.
Five of his sons became high priest in due course, and Caiaphas, who held the office AD 18-36,
was his son-in-law. Luke uses the singular, which shows that he knew there was only one high
priest. He appears to mean that Caiaphas was officially in office but that Annas still exercised
great influence, perhaps even was regarded by many Jews as the true high priest (cf. Acts 4:6). It
may be worth pointing out that when Jesus was arrested He was first brought to Annas (Jn.
18:13).

I. (:2b-6) WAY OF THE LORD PREPARED BY THE MINISTRY OF JOHN THE
BAPTIST
(:2b-3a) His Entrance Onto the Stage of History
1. Prophetic Burden
“the word of God came to John,”

The power and authority as well as the content for his ministry derived from God rather than
human initiative

2. Pedigree
“the son of Zacharias,”

3. Place of Ministry
“in the wilderness.
And he came into all the district around the Jordan,”

Contrast lowly position of John with the movers and shakers identified up above who were in the
positions of prominence; interesting platform for such an important ministry = the wilderness

Liefeld: The desert held memories for the Jews as the locale of the post-Exodus wanderings of
Israel. It also had eschatological associations (cf. not only Isa 40:3 but also Hos 2:14).

A. (:3b) His Core Message
“preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins,”

Cf. Luke 1;16-17

Anyabwile: Repentance = that turning in the heart and mind that results in a changing of
direction of the entire life



MacArthur: Saving repentance never exists except in partnership with faith. It is impossible to
have true faith in Jesus Christ apart from true repentance from sin or true repentance from sin
apart from true faith. They are two sides of the same work of the Holy Spirit to convict sinners of
their sin and draw them to Christ. It must be clearly understood that repentance is not a human
work that earns salvation. Repentance is not a pre-salvation effort by sinners to set their lives
right that God rewards by saving them. In repentance sinners recognize their dire condition,
acknowledge that they are unable to save themselves, and turn to Jesus Christ as the only One
who can save them. Left to themselves, the unregenerate will never come to that conclusion,
since they love darkness rather than light (John 3:19), and are dead in their trespasses and sins
(Eph. 2:1). The conviction that produces repentance is a work of the Holy Spirit, who “convicts
the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment” (John 16:8)

Darrell Bock: John’s baptism was a step on the way to the Promised One’s forgiveness. The
repentance in view here will not only make one alter the way one lives, but also will cause one to
see “the Mightier One to come” as the promise of God. To submit to this baptism is to confess
one’s commitment to this perspective. This is the essence of John’s baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins.

B. (:4-5) His Core Function
“as it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, ‘The voice of one crying in
the wilderness, Make ready the way of the Lord, Make His paths straight. 5 Every ravine
shall be filled up, And every mountain and hill shall be brought low,; And the crooked
shall become straight, And the rough roads smooth; ™

MacArthur: Quoted from Isaiah 40:3-5. A monarch traveling in wilderness regions would have
a crew of workmen go ahead to make sure the road was clear of debris, obstructions, potholes,
and other hazards that made the journey difficult. In a spiritual sense, John was calling the
people of Israel to prepare their hearts for the coming of their Messiah.

C. (:6) His Core Goal
“And all flesh shall see the salvation of God.”

Speaking of the universal scope of the gospel message — both Jews and Gentiles

Geldenhuys: all flesh shall see His redemption as it finds form in the Messiah. Nothing will
prevent Him. Everything is prepared for his coming. He will come and all will see Him. This
does not, however, mean that all will be saved by Him. His coming will mean redemption to
those that are prepared, but doom to His adversaries.

Piper: In Luke 2:30-31 Simeon says of the baby Jesus, "My eyes have seen thy salvation which
thou hast prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to the Gentiles. . . ." And
in Acts 28:28 Paul says to the Jews who rejected the Gospel, "Let it be known to you that this
salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles, they will listen." So Luke begins and ends his big
two-volume work with this emphasis: the salvation Jesus brings is for all men and any attempt to
limit its proclamation or effect to any ethnic group or groups is wrong.



II. (:7-9) WARNING TO RELIGIOUS HYPOCRITES

A. (:7) Labeling the Hypocrites = “Brood of Vipers”
“He therefore began saying to the multitudes who were going out to be baptized by him,
‘You brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? ™

They were going to try to argue their status as the spiritually elite from their physical lineage
back to Abraham; but John short circuits that argument by labeling them “brood of vipers”
Cf. John 8:43

Geldenhuys: like snakes hastening to escape when the grass which sheltered them has been set
on fire behind hem

MacArthur: Possibly a reference to the coming destruction of Jerusalem. But this certainly also
looks beyond any earthly calamity to the eschatological outpouring of divine wrath in the Day of
the Lord, and especially the final judgment, where divine wrath will be the just fruit of all the
unrepentant (cf. Ro 1:18; 1 Th 1:10; Heb 10:27).

B. (:8a) Lesson for the Hypocrites = Demonstrate Repentance
“Therefore bring forth fruits in keeping with repentance,”

Genuine repentance must always lead to observable fruit

C. (:8b) Legacy of the Hypocrites = No Free Pass
“and do not begin to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham for our father,’ for I say to you
that God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.”

In their nationalistic sense of elitism, they imagined that they had a lock on spirituality that could
not be denied to them.

D. (:9) Lethal Destruction Aimed at the Hypocrites = Fire of God’s Wrath
“And also the axe is already laid at the root of the trees, every tree therefore that does
not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”

Piper: What these Jews had forgotten--and it's what all people forget when they try to obligate
God by any of their human distinctives or human efforts--they forgot the freedom of God to have
mercy on whomever he wills. They forgot the power of God who can always find a way to
rebuke human self-reliance while keeping his promises. So verse 9 repeats the warning implicit
in verse 7. "Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees, every tree therefore that does not
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire." Don't trust in the kind of tree you are. If
there is no fruit that accords with repentance you will be destroyed. It doesn't matter if the tree is
Jewish or Gentile, what matters is repentance and its fruit.

III. (:10-149) WORD OF CORRECTION: DISPLAY RIGHTEOUSNESS
APPROPRIATE TO REPENTANCE BY BEING GENEROUS INSTEAD OF GREEDY
Addresses 3 very different classes of people —

A. (:10-11) Addressing the Multitudes = Common People



1. (:10) Concern: What Shall We Do?
“And the multitudes were questioning him, saying, ‘Then what shall we do? ™

2. (:11) Command: Be Generous in Providing for Those in Need
“And he would answer and say to them, ‘Let the man who has two tunics share
with him who has none; and let him who has food do likewise.”™

Self sacrificial love for neighbor is the evidence of a regenerated life

Lenski: No new, strange laws are laid down; nor does John require of others the mode of life that
he led as part of his peculiar calling. It is the old law and will of God that are done with a
converted heart in the power of God’s grace.

B. (:12-13) Addressing the Tax-Gatherers — Hated Jews
1. (:12) Concern: What Shall We Do?
“And some tax-gatherers also came to be baptized, and they said to him,
‘Teacher, what shall we do?

2. (:13) Command: Don’t Be Greedy
“And he said to them, ‘Collect no more than what you have been ordered to.”

99

Did not instruct them to leave their profession of tax gathering; but rather to act with integrity

Leon Morris: The Romans taxed people by farming out the taxing rights to the highest bidder.
The successful man would pay Rome the amount he bid, but he would collect more than that to
pay expenses and to give him his legitimate profit. But it was a strong temptation to levy more
tax than was strictly necessary and to pocket the extra. This provoked resentment, especially
among the patriotic, who in any case did not like to see Jews helping the Romans by collecting
their taxes for them. So the tax collectors were hated.

C. (14) Addressing the Soldiers — Hated Romans
1. (:14a) Concern: What Shall We Do?
“And some soldiers were questioning him, saying, ‘And what about us, what shall
we do?”

2. (:14b) Command: Don’t Be Greedy
“And he said to them,

a. Don’t Abuse Your Power — to Steal Money
“Do not take money from anyone by force,”

b. Don’t Make False Accusations — to Extort Money
“or accuse anyone falsely,”

c. Be Content With Your Compensation
“and be content with your wages.”

Did not take some type of pacifist position as if it were immoral to be a soldier



Bible Background Commentary: Some commentators think these “soldiers” are Jewish police
who accompanied tax gatherers or Herodian mercenaries, but more likely these are the light
auxiliary non-Jewish troops that Rome recruited from Syria. Although the large legions were
stationed in Syria, not Palestine, some soldiers were stationed in Palestine (Caesarea and
Jerusalem) and smaller bands no doubt marched through. The frequency of Roman soldiers’
illegal concubinage with native women also indicates that all soldiers did not remain in their
garrison at all times. Jews were exempt from required military service due especially to their
dietary laws. Soldiers occasionally protested their wages, creating trouble with the government
(e.g., the frontier mutiny of a.d. 14); they were known for extorting money from local people
they intimidated or for falsely accusing them (see, e.g., the papyri; Apuleius). (The IVP Bible
Background Commentary — New Testament)

Lenski: Each station in life has its peculiar temptations and sins. Repentance will show
amendment especially in avoiding these sins. Failing in this is proof of spuriousness.

Piper: When a person turns to rely on God's mercy, he can no longer hate his neighbor. It is
psychologically impossible to cherish the mercy God has shown to us and at the same time
refuse to show it to another. . . negatively, the fruit that befits repentance is the refusal to exploit
anyone to get more money or things. And, positively, the fruit that befits repentance is the
willingness to give of our food and clothing and money to those who have need.
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DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) Why was it important for Luke to reference historical leaders and dates in his gospel
narrative?

2) What type of arguments do religious people offer today to try to justify their false confidence
in salvation?

3) Why was John the Baptist so harsh in his calling out of these religious hypocrites?

4) When is ethical behavior a smokescreen for empty confession of faith and when is it a
legitimate demonstration of fruit of a regenerated heart?
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QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

J. Ligon Duncan: John Came Preaching Repentance

Why is repentance so important? Why is repentance the prelude to the coming ministry of Jesus
the Messiah? Well, think about it. The Messiah [John will say later], the Lamb of God, Jesus
Christ, has come to do what? To take away the sins of the world. The ministry of Jesus the
Messiah is to atone for sin, to provide the way for the forgiveness of sin, and to provide a just
and righteous basis where by our loving heavenly Father can forgive us of sin. What could
possibly inoculate us to such a glorious message? This: Not adequately appreciating that we need
to be forgiven of sin. You can't be forgiven of sin if you don't believe that you have sinned and



need forgiveness. Repentance is the recognition of our need for forgiveness of sin, and therefore
it is necessary for the forgiveness of sin — not because repentance brings about or causes
forgiveness. We could repent until the cows come home, and apart from the saving work of Jesus
Christ it would not forgive our sins. But John makes it clear that it is necessary for forgiveness
because we need to recognize our need for forgiveness before we are in a position of receiving
forgiveness and trusting in the One who has purchased us forgiveness before His heavenly
Father. And so repentance is absolutely vital, and Luke summarizes John the Baptist's ministry in
terms of his preaching of repentance. . .

John is calling us to a life of that kind of repentance, where we own our sin, and because of the
mercy of God to us in Jesus Christ, are able to accept it, acknowledge it, ask forgiveness for it,
realize the consequences of it.

J C Ryle: Let us notice first, in this passage, the wickedness of the times when Christ's Gospel
was brought into the world. The opening verses of the chapter tell us the names of some who
were rulers and governors in the earth, when the ministry of John the Baptist began. It is a
melancholy list, and full of instruction. There is hardly a name in it which is not infamous for
wickedness. . . When such were the rulers, what must the people have been? Such was the state
of things when Christ's forerunner was commissioned to begin preaching. Such were the times
when the first foundation of Christ's church was brought out and laid.

Steven Cole: All flesh shall see the salvation of God — 3 Observations:

A. SALVATION IS FROM GOD.

“The salvation of God” means that God is the originator and provider of salvation. Luke has
already used this particular word in 2:30, where Simeon holds the baby Jesus and proclaims, “My
eyes have seen Your salvation.” What we are saved from is our sin and the impending judgment
of God because of our sin. Thus a key element in salvation is the forgiveness of sins (Lk 3:3).

Since only God can forgive sins, and the Bible is clear that He does it only by His free grace, no
man can save himself by earning it through any amount of good deeds or human merit or effort.

Salvation comes totally from God who planned it before the foundation of the world, announced
it through His prophets, and sent His messenger John and His Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.

The great British preacher, Charles Spurgeon, tells of the time, just months after his conversion
at age 15, when it dawned on him that his salvation was totally from God. He was sitting in
church when, he says (4dutobiography [Banner of Truth], 1:165),

The thought struck me, “How did you come to be a Christian?” 1 sought the Lord. “But
how did you come to seek the Lord?” The truth flashed across my mind in a moment—I
should not have sought Him unless there had been some previous influence in my mind
to make me seek Him. I prayed, thought I, but then I asked myself, How came I to pray? 1
was induced to pray by reading the Scriptures. How came I to read the Scriptures? 1 did
read them, but what led me to do so? Then, in a moment, I saw that God was at the
bottom of it all, and that He was the Author of my faith, and so the whole doctrine of
grace opened up to me, ... and I desire to make this my constant confession, “I ascribe
my change wholly to God.”

Writing to his father about this experience, he said, “I trust that I feel sufficiently the
corruption of my own heart to know that, instead of doing one iota to forward my own



salvation, my old corrupt heart would impede it, were it not that my Redeemer is mighty,
and works as He pleases” (ibid., p. 115).

Salvation by man’s efforts or merits does not have the power to change the corrupt human heart.
But God is mighty to save. The only message that will bring relief to this evil world is the
message that salvation is from the Lord.

B. SALVATION REQUIRES FACING THE BAD NEWS ABOUT YOURSELF, THAT
YOU ARE A SINNER, ALIENATED FROM THE HOLY GOD.

“John came preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” God’s message to
a lost and hurting world begins with the issue of sin. Jesus taught that when the Holy Spirit came,
He would convict the world of sin, righteousness, and judgment (John 16:8). Until people are
brought before God in His holiness and wrath against all sin, they do not realize their desperate
situation. They justify themselves by comparing themselves with others, and they think that God
will be tolerant on the day of judgment. So they assume that all will be okay on that day.

In a great section in his Institutes of the Christian Religion ([Westminster Press], 3.12.1), John
Calvin argues that we can never be justified before God by our own good works. He points out
that before we compare ourselves with one another and so acquit ourselves, we need to
remember that we will one day stand, not before a human court, but before God’s heavenly
court. He asks:

How shall we reply to the Heavenly Judge when he calls us to account? Let us envisage
for ourselves that Judge, not as our minds naturally imagine him, but as he is depicted for
us in Scripture: by whose brightness the stars are darkened [Job 3:9]; by whose strength
the mountains are melted; by whose wrath the earth is shaken [cf. Job 9:5-6]; whose
wisdom catches the wise in their craftiness . . .

Luke’s quote from Isaiah 40:3-5 shows us in figurative language the problem that sinful human
hearts have in receiving the King of kings and His salvation. Isaiah pictures the scene when a
king announced that he would visit a remote village. The rocky, twisted, up-and-down mountain
trail was good enough for the villagers, but it was not suitable for the king. The village needed to
get a road crew out there to straighten out the path, to fill in the ravines and level the mountains
in the way, to remove the rocks and fill in the potholes, so that the king had a smooth, straight
road for his arrival.

It’s a spiritual picture. If we just have to do with one another, we can tolerate the twisted, rocky,
potholed ways of our heart. But if the King of Glory is coming, we’re in big trouble! Our hearts
are full of ravines of sin and impurity. There are mountains of pride and self-righteousness in the
way. We walk the crooked paths of deceit and falsehood. There are the rough, rocky, and
potholed roads of greed, jealousy, self-will, blame, and disobedience. The King doesn’t travel on
those kinds of roads!

Don’t misapply the analogy. It is not teaching that you must remove every trace of sin and
corruption before you can receive the King into your life. That would be impossible! But the
Holy Spirit must convict you of the awful sinfulness of your heart, so that you recognize your
desperate need for God’s salvation. You must face the bad news about yourself as a sinner before
you can welcome God’s gracious salvation.



C. SALVATION PROMISES THE GOOD NEWS, THAT IF YOU WILL REPENT AND
BELIEVE IN CHRIST, GOD WILL FORGIVE ALL YOUR SINS.

Repentance and faith are often linked in Scripture and are the flip sides of the same

coin. Repentance has the main idea of turning (Luke 1:16, 17-note) or changing one’s thinking
and behavior. It involves recognizing our sin and alienation from God so that, rather than
continuing in the same direction of self-will and disobedience, we turn back to God and appeal to
His mercy. Faith is the hand that receives God’s mercy or grace. Faith lays hold of Jesus Christ
as the perfect Substitute who died for our sins. Forgiveness means that God releases us from the
penalty of our sins because His Son Jesus bore that penalty for us, and we are trusting in Him.
Thus in summarizing the gospel message to the disciples after the resurrection, Jesus said, “Thus
it is written, that the Christ should suffer and rise again from the dead the third day; and that
repentance for forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning
from Jerusalem” (Luke 24:46, 47-note).

Repentance and faith are not something you must do to earn salvation. The shed blood of Christ
merited salvation for every sinner who will lay hold of Him. Repentance and faith are God’s
gracious gifts that enable us to receive His mercy. J. C. Ryle explains,

There is nothing meritorious in this. It forms no part whatever of the price of our
redemption. Our salvation is all of grace, from first to last. But the great fact still remains,
that saved souls are always penitent souls, and that saving faith in Christ, and true
repentance toward God, are never found asunder (Expository Thoughts on the Gospels).

The Scriptures instruct the person who has repented and believed in Jesus Christ to confess that
faith in water baptism. John’s baptism was a unique rite that pointed people ahead to the
promised Messiah. It pictured God’s washing or purification from sins, but it was not complete
apart from what Messiah would do in offering Himself as the Lamb of God, the perfect sin-
bearer. That is why, when Paul later found some disciples of John in Ephesus, who did not know
about Jesus Christ, when they believed he baptized them in the name of the Lord Jesus (Acts
19:1-6).

For those who have believed in Christ, baptism is a public confession that symbolizes what Jesus
Christ has done spiritually for the one who has believed. He has washed us from all of our sins
and He has identified us totally with His death, burial, and resurrection to new life. Since the
word “baptism” means dipping, and since going completely under the water best pictures what
baptism means, immersion is the best mode of baptism. If you look up every occurrence of
“baptism” in the New Testament, you will find that it always has reference to believers, and
never to infants who cannot yet believe. If you have believed in Christ and know that He has
forgiven your sins by His grace, you should be baptized in obedience to His command (Mt.
28:19-note).

Kent Hughes - John's answer is somewhat surprising. We might have expected that he would ask
them to do something penitential ("Go do four good acts to the orphans in your town")

or ecclesiastical ("Commit yourself to your local synagogue") or perhaps devotional ("Pray
through the Psalms"). But significantly, John's advice was ethical. He asked them to change how
they treated their fellow human beings.

It is not uncommon for people who do not know Christ to perform elevated ethical deeds in an
attempt to prove the authenticity of their "Christianity." They may take up a just social cause,



then present it as evidence of their spiritual life—"I am pro-life—therefore I am a Christian," or
"I am an advocate for the poor—this proves my Christianity."

A real danger comes with spiritual presumption stemming from exemplary ethical performance.
However, it is also true that if you are truly regenerate and repentant, your faith will most surely
affect how you treat others, especially those who are closest to you—your family, your business
associates, your employees, and those in need. If there is no change in your personal ethics, no
elevation of your concern and care for others, you may be self-deceived about your salvation.
(Preaching the Word — Luke, Volume I: That You May Know the Truth)



TEXT: Luke 3:15-18
TITLE: PROPHETIC TESTIMONY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

BIG IDEA:
THE MINISTRY OF CHRIST (DEALING WITH ULTIMATE DESTINY) IS FAR
SUPERIOR TO THAT OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

INTRODUCTION:

It is easy for spiritual leaders to get too full of themselves. They can imagine that their
popularity and their large following equates to personal significance and indispensability. John
the Baptist never made that mistake or crossed that line when it came to people comparing his
ministry (that of the Forerunner) to the ministry of the Promised Messiah (the True Light). He
testified that his baptism was merely symbolic while the ministry of Christ dealt with life and
death issues — with regeneration and cleansing by the Holy Spirit or the eternal fire of God’s
wrath. Will you be found to be among the wheat or the chaff when it comes to the winnowing of
the Last Days? Those Jewish leaders who prided themselves on their physical descent from their
father Abraham are going to be sorely disappointed when they are exposed as lacking the type of
genuine repentance that leads to salvation.

(:15) PRELUDE - CURIOUSITY ABOUT JOHN THE BAPTIST VS CHRIST
“Now while the people were in a state of expectation and all were wondering in their
hearts about John, as to whether he might be the Christ,”

The Jews had experienced a dead period of over 400 years in terms of prophetic revelation. It is
no surprise that with the coming of such a powerful figure as John the Baptist, they start asking
the question of his true identity.

Apparently John was doing his job in pointing people to Christ because the discussion was all
about the identity of this Christ.
I. (:16) CONTRAST IN BAPTISMS BETWEEN JOHN AND CHRIST

“John answered and said to them all”

A. Symbolic Baptism Administered by John with Water
“As for me, I baptize you with water,”

B. Superiority of Christ vs Humility of John the Baptist
‘but One is coming who is mightier than I,
and I am not fit to untie the thong of His sandals;’”

John 3:30 — Jesus must increase; I must decrease

C. Supernatural Baptism Administered by Christ in connection with the Holy Spirit and Fire
“He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”



Jesus will immerse people in the ultimate reality — not just dealing with symbols

MacArthur: What he's saying here is the One who is coming, the coming One, the stronger One,
the mightier One, the One I'm not even worthy to untie His sandals, that One will do things that
only God can do. Only God can immerse you in the Holy Spirit. Only God can immerse you in
fire.

Alexander Maclaren (Expositions of Holy Scripture [Baker], Luke, p. 76) Either we shall gladly
accept the purging fire of the Spirit which burns sin out of us, or we shall have to meet the
punitive fire which burns up us and our sins together. To be cleansed by the one or to be
consumed by the other is the choice before each of us.

Lenski: one en (dative of means — “in connection with”) connects the Spirit and fire and thus
regards the two as one concept which as one is also placed over against the one water. . .
judgment is never conceived as a baptism; baptism and baptizing always mean cleansing and
never destruction. This view assumes that “fire” is always a sign of judgment and destruction;
but see the refiner’s fire in Mal. 3:2, 3; and fire as an image of purification in Zech. 13:9; Isa.
6:6, 7; 1 Pet. 1:7, and the “spirit of burning,” taking away filth in Isa. 4:4. Clearest of all,
Pentecost, the fulfillment of John’s prophecy, has the two combined: the Spirit and cloven
tongues of fire as the visible manifestation of the Spirit.

II. (:17) CONDEMNATION ADMINISTERED BY CHRIST AT HIS SECOND
COMING AS HE SEPARATES THE WHEAT FROM THE CHAFF
A. Described in General

“And His winnowing fork is in His hand to thoroughly clear His threshing floor,”

The interval between Christ’s Two Comings is skipped over and John goes immediately to
describe the mission of the Messiah as one to whom the Father has committed all judgment

Steven Cole: When a farmer harvested his crop, he would thresh the grain with a heavy sledge
that separated the kernel of wheat from the outer shell or chaff. Then he would take a shovel-like
winnowing fork and throw the wheat and chaff into the air when there was a breeze. The chaff
would blow to the side, while the heavier wheat would fall to the ground. The chaff would be
swept up for burning.

MacArthur: And I want to point something out to you in verse 17. You see that verb "to
thoroughly clear, "to thoroughly clear," that's very interesting in the Greek. That is a

verb diakathair. That's what we call a hapax legomena in the Greek, which means it's the only
time in the New Testament this word is used. It's a very...it's a very unusual word, and it is a rare
word, this being its only usage. What it means is no traces are left, nothing is left. Everything is
dealt with. The separation is complete. That is to say nobody is left out. The separation will
take place completely. You either fall in the pile of grain, or the pile of chaff. You are either
barned with the grain, which means you go into the glories of heaven, or burned with the chaff
which means you go into the terrors of hell.

B. Described with Respect to Ultimate Salvation
“and to gather the wheat into His barn,”



Cf. Psalm 1:4

C. Described with Respect to Ultimate Condemnation
“but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”

Lenski: If the wicked were to be annihilated, the fire would burn itself out; instead it will never
be quenched, it simply cannot be, it will burn on eternally as an eternal punishment for the
wicked.

(:18) POSTLUDE — CONTINUING PREACHING MINISTRY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST
“So with many other exhortations also he preached the gospel to the people.”

G. Campbell Morgan: Somehow we are missing a vital element in our message from Christ if we
fail to understand that the call to repentance must always precede the call to confidence in the
redeeming Lord.

Liefeld: That John not only “exhorted”’ the people but “preached the good news” shows that
grace accompanies the warning to flee from judgment.
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DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) Why are preachers so reluctant today to preach on the subject of “unquenchable fire?” as it
relates to punishment in hell?

2) How do we explain to our friends the difference between Christ and Christians?

3) What are some of the errors associated today with the teaching about baptism with the Holy
Spirit?

4) How can such a message that includes a heavy dose of baptism with fire be characterized as
good news?
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QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Steven Cole: Pointing people to Christ requires confronting their sin, warning of the reality of the
coming judgment, and exalting His supremacy over all.

MacArthur: Now if the Jews heard the word "fire" in connection with Messiah, they had plenty
of Old Testament scriptures to pop into their minds. Many, many times in the Old Testament
"fire" is associated with judgment. And I'm not going to take the time this morning to give you
all those scriptures. But, for example, and there are many, many of them, Isaiah 29:6, "From the
Lord of hosts you will be punished with thunder and earthquake and loud noise, with whirlwind
and tempest and the flame of a consuming fire." That's just one of many. That's Isaiah 29:6.

You can see it in Isaiah 31:0, Ezekiel 38:22, Amos 7:4, Zephaniah 1:18, Zephaniah 3:8,



Daniel 7:10, God's final judgment is associated with fire.

Roy Harrisville: To ignore judgment leaves the preacher with no reason for preaching the gospel.
It is not a matter of scaring people into heaven. It is a matter of revealing the need for salvation
and why Jesus is so important. If he is only a common messiah who does what the people expect,
then he is no use to us. But if, on the other hand, he is the Messiah who lays bare the pretenses
and false expectations of the people and reveals their deep seated need for personal and inner
transformation, then he is someone surprising and filled with ultimate and eternal meaning. For
preachers to leave out the fire is to let go of the reason for the gospel and thereby cheapen the
good news.

https://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=500




TEXT: Luke 3:19-20
TITLE: IMPRISONMENT OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

BIG IDEA:
WICKEDNESS HATES THE LIGHT

INTRODUCTION:

John 3:19-20
“This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness
rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil. For everyone who does evil hates the
Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.”

It takes courage to confront powerful rulers with God’s truth when you know it could easily cost
you your life. John the Baptist did not shrink back from his responsibility to confront Herod
Antipas with his wickedness.

I. (:19) WICKEDNESS DESERVES REPROOF -- HEROD REPROVED BY JOHN
THE BAPTIST
A. Reproof for Singular Sin

“But when Herod the tetrarch was reproved by him on account of Herodias,

his brother's wife,”

Steven Cole: Herod had divorced his own wife and seduced Herodias, the wife of his half-
brother, who was also his own niece. By so doing, he was guilty of both adultery and incest.

Jeremy Myers: If you ever have trouble keeping all of the Herods separate, that’s okay. There are
six of them in the New Testament, and all of them are related in one way or another, not only as
a ruling family, but also in crime and cruelty. This Herod is Herod Antipas, the second
surviving son of Herod the Great. As we read in Luke 3:19, he was the tetrarch of Galilee.
Although he was on okay ruler from Rome’s perspective, he was not a real nice man. He had all
of the vices, but none of the good qualities of his father, Herod the Great. He was covetous,
greedy, luxurious, corrupt, suspicious and cunning. All of this though is typical of most rulers of
that day.

https://redeeminggod.com/sermons/luke/luke 3 15-22/

B. Reproof for Multitude of Sins
“and on account of all the wicked things which Herod had done,”

Apparently John was aware of additional transgressions as well.
II. (:20) WICKEDNESS RESISTS REPROOF -- HEROD IMPRISONS JOHN
“he added this also to them all, that he locked John up in prison.”

Being a faithful communicator of God’s Word is often the pathway to rejection and persecution
and unjust suffering.



Donald Miller: In his suffering, without knowing it, John was a forerunner of him who came to
be the Suffering Servant (see Matthew 17:12, where Jesus connects John’s sufferings with his
own).
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DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) How have you confronted the sin of others?

2) What must our spirit and disposition be when reproving sin?

3) What opposition have you faced for taking a stand against sin and unrighteousness?

4) Why did John feel the need to confront Herod?
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QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Lenski: Luke presents John’s arrest as being the climax of all Herod’s crimes. It was this
because Herod laid hands on God’s prophet, Christ’s forerunner, and silenced his gospel
preaching, an act that was worse than his adultery with Herodias. . . The character of John is
revealed in all its courage and fearlessness. He might have kept still about Herod because of
Herod’s position and power; but, sent as a preacher of repentance, he preached against all sins,
no matter who the sinners might be.

MacArthur: This event actually occurred much later during Jesus’ ministry (Mt 14:1-12; Jn
3:22-24). But Luke organized his material on John the Baptist topically rather than
chronologically.

Matthew Henry: John the Baptist disowned being himself the Christ, but confirmed the people in
their expectations of the long-promised Messiah. He could only exhort them to repent, and assure
them of forgiveness upon repentance; but he could not work repentance in them, nor confer
remission on them. Thus highly does it become us to speak of Christ, and thus humbly of
ourselves. John can do no more than baptize with water, in token that they ought to purify and
cleanse themselves; but Christ can, and will baptize with the Holy Ghost; he can give the Spirit,
to cleanse and purify the heart, not only as water washes off the dirt on the outside, but as fire
clears out the dross that is within, and melts down the metal, that it may be cast into a new mold.
John was an affectionate preacher; he was beseeching; he pressed things home upon his hearers.
He was a practical preacher; quickening them to their duty, and directing them in it. He was a
popular preacher; he addressed the people, according to their capacity. He was an evangelical
preacher. In all his exhortations, he directed people to Christ. When we press duty upon people,
we must direct them to Christ, both for righteousness and strength. He was a copious preacher;
he shunned not to declare the whole counsel of God. But a full stop was put to John's preaching
when he was in the midst of his usefulness. Herod being reproved by him for many evils, shut up
John in prison. Those who injure the faithful servants of God, add still greater guilt to their other



sins.

John Calvin: This history shows clearly, what sort of reward awaits the faithful and honest
ministers of the truth, particularly when they reprove vices: for scarcely one in a hundred bears
reproof, and if it is at all severe, they break out into fury. If pride of this sort displays itself in
some of the common people, we have no reason to wonder, that cruelty to reprovers assumes a
more hideous form in tyrants, who brook nothing worse than to be classed with other men. We
behold in John an illustrious example of that moral courage, which all pious teachers ought to
possess, not to hesitate to incur the wrath of the great and powerful, as often as it may be found
necessary: for he, with whom there is acceptance of persons, does not honestly serve God. When
Luke says, he added this to all the evil actions which he did, he means, that Herod’s malice is
become desperate, and has reached its utmost height, when the sinner is enraged by remedies,
and not only refuses correction, but takes vengeance on his adviser, as if he had been his enemy.



TEXT: Luke 3:21-22
TITLE: DIVINE TESTIMONY AT THE BAPTISM OF JESUS

BIG IDEA:

AT THE BAPTISM OF JESUS, GOD ENDORSES HIS SON AS BOTH BELOVED
DEITY AND SUFFERING SERVANT EMPOWERED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT TO
ACCOMPLISH HIS REDEMPTIVE MISSION

INTRODUCTION:

What a majestic moment as God the Father commissions God the Son for His earthly Messianic
ministry of worldwide redemption. As Jesus fulfills all righteousness in submitting to this
baptism by John, there can be no greater endorsement than the words uttered from heaven on this
momentous occasion. The endowment with the Holy Spirit for public ministry that will take
Jesus all the way to the Cross was memorialized with the appearance of this dove-like figure.

(:21a) THE OCCASION = JESUS BEING BAPTIZED BY JOHN
“Now it came about when all the people were baptized, that Jesus also was baptized,”

Seems strange that Jesus would submit to this act since it signified repentance from sin. But here
Jesus was identifying with the sinners whom He had come to redeem and was fulfilling all
righteousness and presenting Himself to the nation of Israel as their promised Messiah.

I. (:21b-22a) TESTIMONY/ENDORSEMENT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
“and while He was praying, heaven was opened,
and the Holy Spirit descended upon Him in bodily form like a dove,”

Trace the importance of prayer in the gospel of Luke and the importance of prayer in the earthly
life and ministry of Jesus

Significance of heaven being “opened”

Geldenhuys: But although we are unable to form an idea of the “opening of the heaven”, it
undoubtedly indicates that, after Jesus had now offered Himself so completely and voluntarily as
the Substitute and Redeemer, God gave to His human consciousness a perfect revelation of the
majesty and glory of the Father, and of the fact that He was the Son of God in an absolute sense.

John Martin: conveying the idea that God was breaking into human history with revelation —
sovereignly declaring that Jesus is His Son.

Why the form of a dove? Possibly freedom from judgment? Purity? Innocence?

Donald Miller: Here is a coming of the Holy Spirit in a way which has no parallel in the Old
Testament. On Jesus, the Spirit came in fullness and came to remain forever. For this reason, it
was possible for Jesus to fulfill the mission of which John spoke, “He will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit.” (3:16)



The Fourth Gospel makes unmistakably plain what is implicit here in Luke, when John the
Baptist says: “He on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain, this is he who baptizes with
the Holy Spirit” (John 1:33; see also John 3:34). Jesus can now impart the Holy Spirit by
imparting himself.

II. (:22b) TESTIMONY/ENDORSEMENT OF GOD THE FATHER
“and a voice came out of heaven,”

A. Affirmation of His Person = Beloved Son
“Thou art My beloved Son,”

Application: We all need affirmation from our Heavenly Father.

Thabiti Anyabwile: All the Son has done to please the Father has become ours through our union
with Christ through faith in him. This is why Christians have every right to fight those nagging
doubts and whispers that come along sometimes to suggest God is not happy with us. If we have
made the hard choice of repenting of our sins and coming to God, we can expect to hear blessing
form God, not condemnation. We do not have to shudder and cower for fear of a harsh word of
rebuke from God. ... Because we are in him through faith, God is pleased with us.

B. Affirmation of His Works = Well-Pleased in the works of the Suffering Servant
“in Thee I am well-pleased.”

SermonWriter.com: These are essentially the same words that God will speak at the
transfiguration (9:35), except that they are addressed to Jesus at his baptism—but to the disciples
at his transfiguration. Verse 22 alludes to two Old Testament verses, “You are my son” (Psalm
2:7) and “my chosen, in whom my soul delights” (Isaiah 42:1).

Donald Miller: two strands of Old Testament thought which seem for the most part to have
developed independently were brought firmly together in the mind of Jesus. Psalm 2 pictured
one who bore a special relation to God as Son, “anointed” or commissioned to carry out his
purposes (Ps. 2:2). The mission give to him was to subdue the nations and bring the ends of the
earth into subjection to God’s Lordship (Ps. 2:8). But what was the method whereby this was to
be done? Clearly that of coercive force. “You shall break them with a rod of iron, and dash
them in pieces like a potter’s vessel” (Ps. 2:9).

Isaiah 42 is both similar and dissimilar to this. Instead of a Son, the chosen of God is a Servant.
In this lies no contradiction, for what is true sonship but obedient service to the will of a father?
The mission of the Servant is identical with that of the Son — “he will bring forth justice to the
nations” (Isa. 42:1). His task is to bring all peoples under the divine sovereignty. But what of
the method by which this was to be done? At this point there is a radical difference from the
Second Psalm. Instead of violently smashing all opposition before him, “He will not cry or lift
up his voice, or make it heard in the street” (Isa. 42:2). He is so gentle that he will not break off
an already bent reed, nor snuff out the wick that gives no light (Isa. 42:3). . .

The Son and Servant are one and the same! . .. True sonship means obedient service. The Son
must fulfill the role of the Servant.



Liefeld: the words “love” and “well pleased” convey the idea of choice and special relationship.
Jesus has now received his commission. He is ready (following the Temptation, 4:1-12) to begin
his ministry.
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DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:
1) Why did Jesus submit to water baptism as administered by John?
2) Do you feel heaven is opened up to you or closed off??

3) Do you still feel the burden of shame and guilt or do you share in the positive affirmation
here that the Father showers on His Beloved Son?

4) If the essence of God is Spirit, how can it be said here that the Holy Spirit descended upon
Jesus in bodily form?
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QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Steven Cole: The fact that heaven was opened shows that in Jesus, God was breaking into human
history. The Holy Spirit’s descent as a dove probably points to the gentleness and purity of the
Spirit, and also shows the Holy Trinity united in the launching of Jesus’ ministry.

The affirmation of the Father from heaven relates to two Old Testament texts:
Psalm 2:7, where the Father says of Messiah, “You are My Son”; and,

Isaiah 42:1, “Behold, My Servant, whom [ uphold; My chosen one in whom My soul delights. |
have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the nations.”

(Note the clear reference to the Trinity in this Old Testament passage!) The Father’s being
pleased with His beloved Son assures us that He is satisfied with His offering Himself on the
cross for our sins. If we are in Christ, the Beloved, then we are accepted in the presence of the
Holy God.

Thabiti Anyabwile: This text is obviously Trinitarian, isn’t it? At Jesus’s baptism all the persons
of the Godhead are present. God the Son is baptized. God the Father speaks from heaven. God
the Holy Spirit descends on the Son in the form of a dove. This one text stands in clear contrast
against errors in understanding the nature of God. Some have taught that there is one God who
takes different forms at different times. They say he is the Father in the Old Testament, then he
takes the form of the Son in the New Testament, and at other times he takes the form of the
Spirit. They argue God exists in these modes — which is false. That all three persons exist in the
same scene at the same time means modalism cannot be true.

At other times people wrestling with the mystery of the Trinity have tried to subordinate one or
the other in some way. So, for example, they argue that Jesus is less than God but more than
man. Or they tell us that the Spirit is a force rather than a person. But that’s false too. In this



text we see the three persons, and yet there remains only one God. Each person is fully and
eternally God.

Belief in the Trinity is one than that makes us Christian. The historical Christian church has
always understood the Trinity to be foundational to who God is and foundational to the faith. So
those who deny the Trinity actually deny the Christian faith. They deny who God really is and
be that denial prove they do not know God.

Daniel Wilson:
There are three parts of the Father’s testimony:

A reference to the Son

“Iwill tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you.”
Psalm 2:7 (ESV)

It also echoes God’s declaration of Jesus, Israel’s king and ultimately to Israel’s Messiah.
A reference to the Beloved

“But you, Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen, the offspring of Abraham, my friend;”
Isaiah 41:8 (ESV)

A reference to God’s being pleased with the Son
The Father was pleased with the Son’s obedience.

“Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights, I have put my Spirit
upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations.” Isaiah 42:1 (ESV)



TEXT: Luke 3:23-38
TITLE: DNA TESTIMONY

BIG IDEA:

THE GENEALOGY OF JESUS CHRIST TESTIFIES TO HIS LEGITIMATE CLAIM
TO BE THE PROMISED MESSIAH AND TO THE UNIVERSALITY OF HIS SAVING
WORK

INTRODUCTION:

Jeremy Myers: In those days, people naturally assumed that Jesus was the son of Joseph and
Mary. Luke corrects them here by saying that Jesus was only the supposed son of Joseph.

But there is another way to translate the Greek, which I think is possible. Rather than translating
it, as was supposed, it could be translated: as was the custom, as was acknowledged by law, as
was entered in the ledger, or as we find it on record.

You see, Luke is giving the recorded genealogy of Jesus as would be found in the public
documents. Luke has apparently copied down a Greek or Roman form of a genealogy here. The
Greeks and Romans had a very low view of women, and so in Greek and Roman genealogies,
the names of women were not allowed. And so when Jesus was born, and his genealogy was
recorded in the ledgers, they wouldn’t write down Mary’s name, so they put down Joseph’s
name instead, even though they ran the genealogy through Mary. Luke can’t change the legal
record, and so he can’t include Mary’s name. So he includes the parentheses that simply says that
Jesus was on record, or it was supposed, that Jesus was the son of Joseph.

But anybody who knew Jesus, and knew Joseph, and knew Mary, knew that Mary’s father was
Heli, and Joseph’s father was a man named Jacob (Matthew 1:16). Therefore, when they saw
the next name in the list, Heli, and the end of Luke 3:23, they would immediately recognize that
they were reading Mary’s genealogy; not Joseph’s. And by the way, when verse 23 says that
Joseph was the son of Heli, the words, ‘son of are not there in the Greek. They should be
italicized in your Bible, unless you have the NIV, which shows that they were added by the
translators, but they are not really in the Greek.

What can we learn from genealogies in Scripture:
1) Genealogies tell us that our faith is rooted in history
2) God is Sovereign
3) God is Orderly
4) God knows your name
5) Salvation is for all

And when He began His ministry, Jesus Himself was about thirty years of age, being supposedly
the son of Joseph, the son of Eli, 24 the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, the son of Melchi, the son
of Jannai, the son of Joseph, 25 the son of Mattathias, the son of Amos, the son of Nahum, the
son of Hesli, the son of Naggai, 26 the son of Maath, the son of Mattathias, the son of Semein,
the son of Josech, the son of Joda, 27 the son of Joanan, the son of Rhesa, the son of Zerubbabel,
the son of Shealtiel, the son of Neri, 28 the son of Melchi, the son of Addi, the son of Cosam, the



son of Elmadam, the son of Er, 29 the son of Joshua, the son of Eliezer, the son of Jorim, the son
of Matthat, the son of Levi, 30 the son of Simeon, the son of Judah, the son of Joseph, the son of
Jonam, the son of Eliakim, 31 the son of Melea, the son of Menna, the son of Mattatha, the son of
Nathan, the son of David, 32 the son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the son of Boaz, the son of
Salmon, the son of Nahshon, 33 the son of Amminadab, the son of Admin, the son of Ram, the son
of Hezron, the son of Perez, the son of Judah, 34 the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of
Abraham, the son of Terah, the son of Nahor, 35 the son of Serug, the son of Reu, the son of
Peleg, the son of Heber, the son of Shelah, 36 the son of Cainan, the son of Arphaxad, the son of
Shem, the son of Noah, the son of Lamech, 37 the son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the son of
Jared, the son of Mahalaleel, the son of Cainan, 38 the son of Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of
Adam, the son of God.
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DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) What do you find especially significant about any of the individuals listed in this genealogy?
2) What was the different emphasis in the Gospel of Matthew vs that of Luke?

3) How interested are you in trying to trace back your own genealogy? Why or why not?

4) What do we learn here about the sovereignty of God and His love and care for individuals?
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QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

MacArthur: Luke’s genealogy moves backward, from Jesus to Adam; Matthew’s moves forward,
from Abraham to Joseph; Luke’s entire section from Joseph to David differs starkly from that
given by Matthew. The two genealogies are easily reconciled if Luke’s is seen as Mary’s
genealogy, and Matthew’s version represents Joseph’s. Thus the royal line is passed through
Jesus’ legal father, and His physical descent from David is established by Mary’s lineage. Luke,
unlike Matthew, includes no women in his genealogy — even Mary herself. Joseph was “the son
of Eli” by marriage (Eli having no sons of his own), and thus is named here in v. 23 as the
representative of Mary’s generation. Moses himself established precedent for this sort of
substitution in Nu 27:1-11; 36:1-12.

Morris: Luke’s insertion of the genealogy at this point, after the baptism that marked Him out as
Son of God and before the temptation which helped define the nature of His Messianic task, may
be meant to help us see something of Jesus’ Messianic significance. That the genealogy is
recorded at all shows Him to be a real man, not a demi-god like those in Greek and Roman
mythology. That it goes back to David points to an essential element in His Messianic
qualifications. That it goes back to Adam brings out His kinship not only with Israel but with the
whole human race. That it goes back to God relates Him to the Creator of all. He was the Son of
God.

Anyabwile: What is the purpose of the genealogy in Israel? Scattered throughout the Old



Testament are these tracings of family trees and relationships. Genealogies have a threefold
purpose.

1) First, they prove who was Jewish and who was not. Such proof of Jewish ancestry was
important because God’s covenants were made with Israel.

2) Second, the genealogies prove who could or could not serve as priests. Only Levites could
serve before the Lord in the tabernacle and the temple.

3) Third, the genealogies prove who was or was not a “son of David.” Do you remember the
promise of 2 Samuel 7, when God promised to establish David’s throne forever? David’s son
would be ruler over Israel and the hoped-for Messiah. But not just any son or descendant of
David could fill that role. The genealogy also had to prove that anyone claiming to be Messiah
was not descended from David through Jeconiah (Jer 22:24-30; 36:30-31). God declared that
no one from Jeconiah’s house would sit on David’s throne.

Donald Miller: Luke traces his genealogy . . . beginning with Jesus, and carrying it back to “Adam”
(3:38). Jesus is the climax not only of holy history but of all history. He not only fulfills the
hopes of Israel, he brings fullness of life to all men. In his life, death, and resurrection, the
center of al history is reached. Every life ever born, before or since, is related to him. He is the
goal toward which all history moves, the end for which all things were created.

In this way, Luke was suggesting Paul’s conception of Jesus as the “last Adam” (1 Cor. 15:20-
22, 45-49; Rom. 5:12-19). The first Adam was the originator of the old humanity, characterized
by disobedience and death (Gen. 3). Here is a new Adam, the originator of a new order of
humanity, characterized by obedience and eternal life. In him, estranged humanity is once more
given the “power to become children of God” (John 1:12). This new Adam will perform an “act
of righteousness” which will lead “to acquittal and life for all men” (Rom. 5:18). This is the
significance of Luke’s genealogy. It establishes the universality of the saving work of the Son
who is the Suffering Servant.



TEXT: Luke 4:1-15
TITLE: TEMPTATION OF JESUS

BIG IDEA:
JESUS AS THE SECOND ADAM DEFEATED THE TEMPTATIONS OF SATAN BY
RELYING ON THE WORD OF GOD IN THE POWER OF THE SPIRIT

INTRODUCTION:

We know that there is no temptation but such as is common to man. We know that Adam and
Eve were defeated by Satan in their temptation encounter in the Garden of Eden. Here as Jesus
launches His public ministry right after His baptism, He goes head-to-head with the 3 key
temptations presented by Satan and defeats him in every area. Jesus as the Son of God and the
Suffering Servant will not be deterred from the Redemptive Mission assigned to Him by the
Father. There is no short-cut to a life of obedience and submitting to death on the Cross. Jesus
has gained the victory for all those who will run to Him and trust Him when confronted with
temptation.

(:1-2) PRELUDE - THE 5 CONDITIONS OF THE TESTING
A. Led by the Holy Spirit

“And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit,

and was led about by the Spirit”

B. Isolated in the Wilderness
“returned from the Jordan . . . in the wilderness”

C. Endured a Period of 40 Days
“for forty days,”

Deut. 9:9 — experience of Moses on the mountain
Deut. 8:2 — 40 years of testing in the wilderness

D. Tempted by Satan
“being tempted by the devil.”

E. Fasted
“And He ate nothing during those days,
and when they had ended, He became hungry.”

I. (:3-4) FIRST TEMPTATION — FAILURE TO TRUST GOD’S PROVISION -
Can God care for me? Goodness and Love of God attacked
SUFFICIENCY -- Lust of the Flesh
A. (:3) Satan’s Challenge
“And the devil said to Him, ‘If You are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread.”™

Geldenhuys: Satan attempts to incite Jesus to dissatisfaction, impatience and self-will. Why
should He undergo such privation any longer — while He has the power of making bread even of



the stones? Why should He deny Himself and submit to the laws of an ordinary human existence
and so run the risk of starvation if He is able to change all by an authoritative utterance? This
temptation of the evil one is thus directed against the chief requisites for the execution of His
calling as Messiah: His consciousness of His vocation, His faith in God and His self-
renunciation.

B. (:4) Christ’s Response
“And Jesus answered him, ‘It is written, Man shall not live on bread alone.”

D. Miller: Refused to become an economic Messiah — refused to be diverted from the pathway of
suffering by meeting man’s superficial needs in place of his deepest needs. He also refused to
use his power to minister to his own needs.

II. (:5-8) SECOND TEMPTATION - FAILURE TO TRUST GOD’S KINGDOM

PROGRAM -

How does God want to accomplish His agenda? Wisdom of God attacked

SUPREMACY - Pride of Life

A. (:5-7) Satan’s Challenge
“And he led Him up and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time.
6 And the devil said to Him, ‘I will give You all this domain and its glory; for it has been
handed over to me, and I give it to whomever [ wish. 7 Therefore if You worship before
me, it shall all be Yours.™

The temptation is to take a short-cut and bypass the Cross

G. Campbell Morgan: His way to the possession of the Kingdom was a way through death, the
way of the Cross, the way of travail. Satan said: Do not take that way; here is a short cut, use
this method.

B. (:8) Christ’s Response
“And Jesus answered and said to him, ‘It is written, You shall worship the Lord your God
and serve Him only.”

D. Miller: Refused to become a political Messiah — Much as Jesus must have wished political
deliverance for his people, he saw that their real needs lay deeper. They, and the whole universe,
needed deliverance from Satan. Through the power of suffering love, he would “put all his
enemies under his feet” (I Cor. 15:25).

III. (:9-12) THIRD TEMPTATION — FAILURE TO TRUST GOD’S PROVIDENCE —
How does God want to deliver and exalt me? Sovereignty of God attacked
SUSTAINABILITY -- Lust of the Eyes
A. (:9-11) Satan’s Challenge
“And he led Him to Jerusalem and had Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple, and said
to Him, ‘If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down from here; 10 for it is written,
He will give His angels charge concerning You to guard You, 11 and, On their hands
they will bear You up, Lest You strike Your foot against a stone.”




B. (:12) Christ’s Response
“And Jesus answered and said to him, ‘It is said, You shall not put the Lord your God to
the test.”

D. Miller: Refused to become a miracle-working Messiah — one who would win the allegiance of
men by wonders. God’s promises are not give to be used for selfish ends.

Geldenhuys: Jesus, however, again firmly repels the suggestion of the devil that He should test
the faithfulness of God by exposing Himself to danger in a self-willed, unlawful manner and then
expecting God to preserve Him. He does not for a moment waver in His trust in God and is not
going to put Him to the test — for, indeed, he who tests God in this fashion proves thereby that he
does not trust Him completely.

(:13-15) POSTLUDE

A. (:13) Satan Departs Until Later
“And when the devil had finished every temptation,
he departed from Him until an opportune time.”

B. (:14) Jesus Returns to Galilee and His Reputation Spreads
“And Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit;
and news about Him spread through all the surrounding district.”

C. (:15) Jesus Begins Effective Public Teaching Ministry
“And He began teaching in their synagogues
and was praised by all.”
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DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) There can be no question about the reality of Satan. How real is he in your thinking?
2) When are you at your weakest and most susceptible to temptation?

3) What type of temptations give you the most trouble?

4) How do we use the Scriptures when we face temptation? Do we truly believe in the
sufficiency of God’s Word? How do we flee to Christ?
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QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

D. Miller: The temptation of Jesus is not so much a preparation for his ministry as its opening act.
He had come to be a Savior (2:11). This meant doing battle with God’s enemy, whom Jesus



later called "the “ruler of this world” (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11), and whom Paul termed “the
god of this world” and ““the prince of the power of the air” (Il Cor. 4:4; Eph. 2:2). This was the
first engagement with the Devil in a battle which continued to the end. It introduces us to a
struggle in which no quarter may be given and no compromise is possible. It is a battle for the
Lordship of the world. Either Jesus or the Devil must win, and the power of the other be broken.

The Baptism clarified his mission as Suffering Servant. The Temptation confronted him with the
costliness of this mission and tested whether he would be obedient to it. The Temptation,
therefore, was not designed to make him doubt his Messiahship. It was rather Satan’s effort to
divert him from being a suffering Messiah. Would he seek to achieve his mission by fulfilling
the Messianic hopes of his people, or would he be obedient to the Father’s will and go to the
Cross — a choice which meant rejection by his people right from the start? This was what Jesus
faced at the Temptation.

Anyabwile: In all these temptations Jesus relies on God’s Word. Our Lord quotes and trusts the
Scriptures. From that fact we can deduce Jesus’s view of the Bible. First, Jesus believes the
Bible applies to our temptations. Second, Jesus believes the Bible to truly be the word of God.
Third, our Lord believes in the inspiration and authority of the Scriptures. He does not
equivocate or quibble but stands on God’s Word. . .

Our primary application is “Jesus is God’s Son; trust him.” The Lord endured temptation in our
place. So in our temptation, we must flee to Christ! He conquered our adversary. [not primarily
offering the use of Scripture as an example for us]

Kevin Zuber summarizes Jesus' temptations as:
(1) Serve Yourself (Lk 4:3-4);
(2) Honor Yourself (Lk 4:5-8);
(3) Be spectacular (be presumptuous and prove Your self-importance; Lk 4:9-12).

Jesus countered each temptation with an appeal to Scripture (cf. Dt 8:3; 6:13; 6:16). These
events proved Jesus was the right man, with the appropriate background, with the proper
credentials, and with the desirable experience for the ministry He was about to begin. (The
Moody Bible Commentary)

MacArthur: Comparing Adam’s temptation with that of Jesus reveals some obvious differences
and makes Jesus’ victory over His temptation all the more remarkable. Adam faced temptation in
the best possible surroundings, the Garden of Eden. Jesus faced temptation in the worst
imaginable setting—the wasteland of the Judean desert. Adam lived in the sinless perfection of
the pre-fall world. Jesus lived in a sinful, fallen world. No overwhelming buildup of temptation
lured Adam into sin, because he yielded to the first temptation he faced. Jesus, on the other hand,
faced repeated temptations over the first thirty years of His life (Heb. 4:15), and intense
temptation during the forty days before the final three recorded here. Adam feasted on all the
lush provisions the garden had to offer. Jesus was weakened by forty days of fasting. In the best
of circumstances, Adam fell; in the worst imaginable circumstances, Jesus did not. The
consequences of Adam’s fall to temptation were lethal to the human race; the consequences of
Jesus’ triumph over temptation were life-giving. (MacArthur New Testament Commentary —
Luke 1-5)



Steven Cole: Like a clever salesman, Satan sets out his wares without mentioning the price tag.
He always shows the pleasures of sin (which are real), but he doesn’t mention the stiff
consequences that inevitably follow. “Worship me and I’ll give you dominion over all the
kingdoms of the earth.” Sounds good! But he fails to mention that Jesus will then be the servant
of Satan, not of the Father, that the holy union between Father and Son will be forever broken
and that Jesus’ mission as Savior will be ruined. Satan still works that way: “Give in and enjoy
the pleasures of sex like all your friends are doing! Why deprive yourself? Life is short, this may
be your only opportunity.” He doesn’t mention the risk of venereal disease (including AIDS), or
pregnancy, or the spiritual and emotional consequences of giving yourself to someone outside of
God’s design of lifelong marriage. He dangles before you the good feelings of taking drugs or
getting drunk, but he hides the ruined lives of the drug addict or drunkard on the streets. And, of
course, he never sets before you the eternal wrath of God!

J Vernon McGee - What is Satan really saying to our Lord? His implication is this: “You are on
the way to the throne, and I know You are going by way of the Cross. I have a detour for You.
You can miss the horror of the Cross and come to the throne without the Cross.” May I say to
you, that is without doubt the most satanic insinuation in the world. This same appeal to the mind
has gotten into the pulpits of America today, that we should be intellectual, that we should not
preach the death of Christ, that the cross of Christ should not be held up. Yet the most brilliant of
them all came yonder to Corinth, the city that boasted of its Greek philosophy. This man Paul,
who knew their philosophy better than they knew it, came and said to them: For I determined
not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. (1 Corinthians 2:2)
And he said: For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing. (1
Corinthians 1:18)

But he said, “That’s what I preach.” And, my friend, if Christ went by way of the Cross because
it was necessary, then I’ll preach the Cross because it is necessary for your salvation and mine.
There’s no other way. No other way.

Dr. Edward Judson, the son of Adoniram Judson, who headed up the mission after his father’s
death, made this observation: “My father suffered greatly in Burma, and as a result there has
come into existence all these great missionary agencies of this day.” And then he made this
remarkable statement: “If you get anything without suffering, it’s because somebody else
suffered for you. And if you suffer and do not succeed, somebody else will get something
because you suffered.” Oh, what a glorious, wonderful truth that is. It contradicts the philosophy
of Satan: “Miss the Cross; You don’t need the Cross—it’s not essential. You can come to the
throne without the Cross.” Our Lord said, and will you notice this: And Jesus answered and said
to him, “Get behind Me, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the LORD your God, and
Him only you shall serve.”” (Luke 4:8)

Oh, Satan left out something. Satan said, “If You will worship me only for a moment, I’ll give
You the kingdom.” Our Lord said in effect, “You left out something. You cannot worship
without serving. If I worship you, I’ll serve you. And we are to worship God only, and Him only
are we to serve.”



TEXT: Luke 4:16-30
TITLE: HOMETOWN RECEPTION OF JESUS TURNS UGLY FAST

BIG IDEA:
PROCLAMATION OF GRACIOUS MESSIANIC MISSION THAT EXTENDS TO THE
GENTILES REJECTED BY HOSTILE HOMETOWN CROWD

INTRODUCTION:

The gospel message is only Good News to those who humble themselves and acknowledge that
their spiritual condition is characterized by poverty, bondage, blindness and oppression. The
launch of the public ministry of Jesus in His hometown setting of Nazareth in the synagogue that
He knew so well stirred up extreme opposition. The Jews were inclined to seek after signs and
miracles rather than embrace God’s Word with hearts of faith. They especially hated to hear
about God sovereignly passing over unrepentant Jews to show His mercy to pagan Gentiles.
What started out as hometown curiously quickly degenerated into crowd rage. Jesus in turn
rejected the city of Nazareth and moved on to offer His ministry to other regions.

I. (:16-21) THE ANNOUNCEMENT IN HIS HOME TOWN OF HIS MESSIANIC
REDEMPTIVE MISSION -
JESUS PREACHES FROM ISAIAH 61
A. (:16-17) Preparation for the Public Reading of Scripture
1. (:16a) Stopping in His Home Town for a Public Appearance
“And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up;”

2. (:16b) Speaking in the Synagogue on the Sabbath
“and as was His custom, He entered the synagogue on the Sabbath,
and stood up to read.”

3. (:17) Selecting the Text
“And the book of the prophet Isaiah was handed to Him.
And He opened the book, and found the place where it was written,”

B. (:18-19) Proclamation of the Messianic Text from Isaiah 61
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,”

Don’t overlook the importance of the role of the Holy Spirit in the ministry of Jesus

Chiastic Structure:

la. (:18a) Preaching the Gospel
“Because He anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor.”

2a. (:18b) Proclaiming Release
“He has sent Me to proclaim release to the captives,”

3. (:18¢) Restoring Sight




“And recovery of sight to the blind,”

2b. (:18d) Setting Free
“To set free those who are downtrodden,”

1b. (:19) Proclaiming Blessing
“To proclaim the favorable year of the Lord.”

C. (:20-21) Prophetic Fulfillment of the Scripture
1. (:20a) Conclusion of the Prophetic Reading
“And He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant, and sat down,”

2. (:20b) Concentration of the Curious Worshipers
“and the eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed upon Him.”

Lenski: There must have been a dignity and a power in his whole appearance, in every inflection
of his voice, and in every gesture and movement, that riveted all eyes in the synagogue upon
him. The scene was far above what any one in Nazareth realized. The Word himself had read
the Word to them. When Jesus sat down, this was a signal that he would make an address.

3. (:21) Clarification of the Messianic Fulfillment
“And He began to say to them, ‘Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your
hearing. ™

Donald Miller: So, Jesus boldly links this Coming Age to himself. . Here we see that the

heart of Jesus’ message lay in the fact that he was the fulfiller of the Old Testament. Now is
God’s gracious time, for the One who is to usher it in is in their midst. All that the prophets had
announced, all that Jewish history prefigured, was unrolling before their very eyes in him! There
was a deeper poverty, a worse captivity, a more tragic blindness, a more shattering oppression,
than that of ancient Babylon or the Rome of their day. It was that wrought by Satan. Here was
the “stronger” One who had come to invade Satan’s domain and conquer him (Luke 11:22).

II. (:22-30) THE ANTICIPATION OF A NEGATIVE HOME TOWN RESPONSE —
JESUS DRIVEN OUT OF NAZARETH
A. (:22) Superficial Praise
“All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips.
‘Isn't this Joseph's son?’ they asked.”

Wiersbe: At first, they admired the way He taught, but it didn’t take long for their admiration to
turn into antagonism. Why? Because Jesus began to remind them of God’s goodness to the
Gentiles. . . Our Lord’s message of grace was a blow to the proud Jewish exclusivism of the
congregation, and they would not repent. Imagine this hometown Boy saying that Jews had to be
saved by grace just like the pagan Gentiles!

B. (:23-24) Stunning Principle
1. Hometown Expecations




a. Expectation of Healing
“Jesus said to them, ‘Surely you will quote this proverb to me: Physician,
heal yourself!”

Cf. mocking taunts hurled at Jesus when He was on the cross

b. Expectation of Miracles
“And you will tell me, 'Do here in your hometown what we have heard that
you did in Capernaum.”

Donald Miller: Men cannot demand of God that he send the Messiah in the form they have
predetermined. Faith cannot rest on visible confirmation of a sort which the believer himself has
determined.

2. Hometown Rejection
“’Truly I tell you,’ he continued, ‘no prophet is accepted in his hometown.”™

Luke has primarily Gentile audience in view; stresses the universality of the gospel

C. (:25-27) Surprising Proof — 2 OT Examples of Prophetic Blessing Directed Towards
Outsiders Instead of Insiders
1. (:25-26) Example from Ministry of Elijah 1 Kings 17:8-16
“I assure you that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah's time, when the sky
was shut for three and a half years and there was a severe famine throughout the
land. 26 Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the
region of Sidon.”

Hiding him from wrath of King Ahab; the queen was on a mission to butcher God’s
prophets; withdrawal of God’s Word from the land in preparation for judgment; the heart of Baal
worship — showing God’s grace extending beyond the scope of Jewish nationalistic pride; every
morning was a fresh evidence of the gracious provision of the Lord

2. (:27) Example from Ministry of Elisha 2 Kings 5:1-14
“And there were many in Israel with leprosy in the time of Elisha the prophet, yet
not one of them was cleansed-- only Naaman the Syrian.”

Look at his testimony in vs. 15 -- would that the Jews had the same depth of theology and
testimony

J. Ligon Duncan: What's different about them and the people in Nazareth and the people in Israel
around them in their own time? They believed the prophets’ words. And Jesus says, “You know,
you people here in Galilee, you haven't learned much in the last 800 years. You’re just like your
forebears before you: you don't believe. God sent His anointed to you, and His word's not
enough. You want to see a miracle, and you don't even think that I've done the miracles that I've
done in the other parts of this place.” And He says, ‘So guess what? God's going to do you just
like He did them. He's not going to give you the miracles. There will be no miracle-doing here in
Nazareth because you've got hard hearts. You’re laden with your sins, and you don't believe My
words.’



People of Nazareth got the point of these 2 OT examples

D. (:28-30) Severe Persecution — Complete Reversal of Reaction from the People
“All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. 29 They got up,
drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was
built, in order to throw him off the cliff. 30 But he walked right through the crowd and
went on his way.”

Remember reaction of Jonah to God’s mercy in sparing the people of Nineveh
Am I right to be angry?? These people were furious

Leon Morris: He simply passed through the midst of them and went away. He spoke no angry
word, nor did He work any spectacular miracle. He simply walked through the mob. Some have
felt that this was itself a miracle — though not the kind of miracle the Nazarenes wanted! As far
as is known Jesus never returned to Nazareth. Rejection can be final.
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DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) How does familiarity with Jesus become a stumbling block to nominal Christians who are
blind to their need for repentance and regeneration?

2) What is the significance of Jesus stopping His reading at that particular point in Isaiah 61?

3) Does our commitment to the Great Commission mirror the type of mission functionality
described in these verses?

4) Why were the Jews so antagonistic to the inclusion of the Gentiles in God’s redemptive
program?
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QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Donald Miller: in a very subtle way, Luke suggests that the presence of the multitudes was really
a repetition of the Temptation, where Jesus was faced with the decision between meeting the
superficial needs of his people or being his Father’s obedient Servant. When the crowds were at
their height “he withdrew to the wilderness and prayed” (5:16). He must fortify his soul once
more against the temptation to succumb to the popular acclaim of those who did not understand
his mission.

G. Campbell Morgan: We thank God for Luke’s first picture of a Sabbath day. Mark the
sequence. The synagogue, the place of religion; the home, the place of the family; the street, the
place of crowding necessity; and the desert, the place of quietness with God. We have seen His
authority, ethical authority, and executive authority, which is power; power over disease, power
over demons, power sufficient to set men free form the trammels of false teaching, and from the
bondage of evil. Such is the picture of the Lord on that first Sabbath day in Galilee.

Leon Morris: Synagogue Customs



The service would have commenced with prayer and there would have been a reading form the
Law (the books from Genesis to Deuteronomy) before Jesus read from the prophets. There were
no ministers as we understand the term, but the local synagogue authorities would invite people
to read and to preach. Scripture seems always to have been read in the original Hebrew, though
a translation into Aramaic would have been made by the reader or someone else. From Acts it is
plain that it was not uncommon for distinguished visitors to be invite to preach. The synagogue
was used for instruction as well as for worship. . .



TEXT: Luke 4:31-44
TITLE: POWER AND AUTHORITY OF JESUS CHRIST

BIG IDEA:
WE NEED TO SUBMIT TO THE ABSOLUTE POWER AND AUTHORITY OF JESUS
CHRIST WHO REIGNS OVER THE KINGDOM OF GOD

INTRODUCTION:

If the demons understand the person and power and authority of Jesus Christ, how much more so
should we submit and enjoy the blessing of His dominion. The preaching of the kingdom of God
means nothing apart from the authority and Lordship of the King. This is good news for us who
if left to our own designs would live a life of frustration and futility. Everything Jesus said and
did was for a purpose — He truly lived the “Purpose-Driven Life.” We should have no
expectation that Jesus will always heal or always deliver us with a miracle, etc. Instead we
should submit to His power and authority and embrace His sovereign kingdom agenda. But at the
same time we must maintain our confidence that He is all powerful to do whatever He wishes for
our benefit in any situation of life.

(:31-32) PRELUDE - DEVELOPING A REPUTATION FOR POWER AND
AUTHORITY IN CAPERNAUM AND BEYOND
A. (:31a) Place of Teaching = Capernaum

“And He came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee.”

descended in altitude -- Capernaum was 680 feet below sea level while Nazareth was about 1200
feet above sea level.

Significance of Capernaum — became the base of operations for His public ministry; city in
Galilee; 20 miles NE from Nazareth; northern shores of Sea of Galilee;
3 main highways ran thru here:

- Up to Tyre and Sidon

- Across to Damascus

- Down to Jerusalem

B. (:31b) Pattern of Teaching = Sabbath
“And He was teaching them on the Sabbath,”

Primary ministry function = teaching the people

C. (:32) Power of Teaching = Message was With Authority
“and they were amazed at His teaching, for His message was with authority.”

Donald Miller: Here is one whose word carried authority over disease, nature, the world of
demonic spirits, the human heart, and sin. In every realm where evil reigns, a mightier authority
had come to intervene and to set men free. His authority resided in his Person. It was not the
authority of the scribes, which lay in citing passages of Scripture or the tradition which had
grown up around the Scriptures (Mark 1:22). It was an authority inherent in who Jesus was.



Robertson: He struck a note not found by the Jewish rabbis. They quoted other rabbis and felt
their function to be expounders of the traditions which they made a millstone around the necks of
the people (cf Lk 17:2+, Mt 18:6, Mk 9:42+). By so doing they set aside the word and will of
God by their traditions (paradosis) and petty legalism (Mk 7:9, 13+). They were casuists and
made false interpretations to prove their punctilious points of external etiquette to the utter
neglect of the spiritual reality (cf Mt 23:23, 24, 25). The people noticed at once that here was a
personality Who got His power (authority) direct from God, not from the current scribes.

I. (:33-37) POWER AND AUTHORITY OVER DEMONS
A. (:33a) Demon Possession
“And there was a man in the synagogue possessed by the spirit of an unclean demon,”

What was a demon doing in the synagogue? They are impure spirits

B. (:33b-34) Demon Testimony
“and he cried out with a loud voice, 34 ‘Ha! What do we have to do with You, Jesus of
Nazareth? Have You come to destroy us? I know who You are-- the Holy One of God!™

C. (:35) Demon Exorcism
“And Jesus rebuked him, saying, ‘Be quiet and come out of him!’ And when the demon
had thrown him down in their midst, he came out of him without doing him any harm.”

Geldenhuys: In his desperate rage the demon threw the man down, but Jesus’ manifestation of
power was so perfect that He even prevented the man from being in any way hurt.

D. (:36-37) Reaction of the People
1. (:36a) Amazement of the People
“And amazement came upon them all,

2. (:36b) Authority and Power of His Teaching
“and they began discussing with one another saying, ‘What is this message? For
with authority and power He commands the unclean spirits, and they come out.”™

Note the switch to the plural — this was not the only instance of Jesus commanding the impure
spirits

3. (:37) Growing Reputation
“And the report about Him was getting out into every locality in the surrounding
district.”

II. (:38-41) POWER AND AUTHORITY OVER DISEASE

A. (:38-39) Very Personal Healing — Mother-in-law of Simon Peter
“And He arose and left the synagogue, and entered Simon's home. Now Simon's mother-
in-law was suffering from a high fever; and they made request of Him on her behalf. 39
And standing over her, He rebuked the fever, and it left her; and she immediately arose
and waited on them.”



Donald Miller: The fact that the fever was “high” and that the cured one “immediately . . . rose
and served them” (vs. 39), attests the power and the completeness of the cure.

B. (:40-41) General Scope of Healing
1. (:40) Various Kinds of Sickness — quite the medical clinic — no need for specialists
“And while the sun was setting, all who had any sick with various diseases
brought them to Him; and laying His hands on every one of them, He was healing
them.”

Geldenhuys: The Jewish days commenced and ended with the setting of the sun. That was the
reason why the inhabitants of Capernaum waited on that day (which was a Sabbath) until sunset
(when the Sabbath ended) and then brought their sick and demon-possessed people to Jesus.

How would you contrast the healing ministry of Jesus with that of self-proclaimed faith healers
today?

J. Ligon Duncan: Notice that Luke does not ascribe all sickness to demonic activity. There are
some who are sick and have diseases and need to be healed, and there are others who are
possessed by demons and perhaps have physical manifestations of that, and what they need is for
the demons to be cast out. And Jesus does both.

Steven Cole: Contrary to what many think, miracles are not uniformly distributed throughout the
Bible. They occur mostly in clusters around the time of Moses, again with Elijah and Elisha, a
few in Daniel’s time, and at the time of Christ and the apostles. These were all crucial periods of
God’s dealings with His people.

2. (:41) Miraculous Healing From Demons
“And demons also were coming out of many, crying out and saying, "You are the
Son of God!" And rebuking them, He would not allow them to speak, because they
knew Him to be the Christ.”

Relationship between demon possession and physical and emotional ailments
Why did Jesus refuse the testimony of these demons?
Why don’t we see the same type of ministry to demon-possessed people today?
(:42-44) POSTLUDE -- PRIORITY OF HIS MINISTRY
A. (:42a) Seeking Solitude — Needs Private Time with the Father
“And when day came, He departed and went to a lonely place;”
Mark 1:35 -- for the purpose of prayer
B. (:42b) Swarmed by the Multitudes — Not Constrained by People’s Desires

“and the multitudes were searching for Him, and came to Him, and tried to keep Him
from going away from them.”



C. (:43-44) Set on His Course — Committed to His Widespread Preaching Mission
“But He said to them, ‘I must preach the kingdom of God to the other cities also, for [
was sent for this purpose.’ 44 And He kept on preaching in the synagogues of Judea.”

MacArthur: He came not merely to demonstrate His power over the effects of sin in the body by
physical healing and the mind by overcoming demonic influence, but most importantly His
power to overcome sin’s eternal consequences. For that to happen required repentance and faith
in the gospel preached (cf. Rom. 10:13-17). Only by faith in the truth preached could sinners be
rescued from Satan’s kingdom of darkness and enter into the kingdom of God

Are you on target with God’s calling on your life?
What distracts you from fulfilling your role in the Great Commission?

Donald Miller: Jesus had not come to be a mere wonder-worker, but to preach the good news of
the Kingdom. And the miracles were a part of that good news! Those who saw only the
wonders but did not see them as signs that Jesus had come to inaugurate the Kingdom of God,
missed the point entirely.
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DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) Do you respond to the teaching of Jesus Christ in a way consistent with His power and
authority?

2) How important should preaching the Word be in our ministry priorities?

3) How can we tell the difference between a situation that involves demonic activity (the
unusual case in this age) and one that does not.

4) Why did the demons seem to have more insight into the person of Jesus Christ than the Jews
to whom He was preaching did?
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QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Donald Miller: in a very subtle way, Luke suggests that the presence of the multitudes was really
a repetition of the Temptation, where Jesus was faced with the decision between meeting the
superficial needs of his people or being his Father’s obedient Servant. When the crowds were at
their height “he withdrew to the wilderness and prayed” (5:16). He must fortify his soul once
more against the temptation to succumb to the popular acclaim of those who did not understand
his mission.

G. Campbell Morgan: We thank God for Luke’s first picture of a Sabbath day. Mark the
sequence. The synagogue, the place of religion; the home, the place of the family; the street, the
place of crowding necessity; and the desert, the place of quietness with God. We have seen His



authority, ethical authority, and executive authority, which is power; power over disease, power
over demons, power sufficient to set men free form the trammels of false teaching, and from the
bondage of evil. Such is the picture of the Lord on that first Sabbath day in Galilee.

Steven Cole: Much could be said about the kingdom, but at bare minimum, it is the place where
Jesus is Lord and people are subject to Him. Leon Morris sums it up as “God’s rule in action”
(Luke [IVP/Eerdmans], p. 111). The kingdom of God is both present and yet future. It is present
to the extent that people live in submission to God’s authoritative Word. It is future in that the
day is coming when Jesus will return and rule with a rod of iron on the throne of David. In His
earthly ministry, Jesus always upheld the authority of Scripture and the need for us to obey it
(see Matt. 5:17, 18).

MacArthur: Four things made the demons tremble. Number one was the preaching of the Son
of God. .. The second thing that frightens demons is the purpose of the Son of Go. .. There's a
third thing that terrifies demons, not only the preaching of the Son of God and the purpose of the
Son of God, but the person of the Son of God (including His purity). . . And lastly, demons are
terrified by the power of the Son of God.

Anyabwile: Dualism is the idea that good and evil are locked in a struggle and the battle is
almost equal. But the Christian worldview does not allow any such thinking. There is Jesus --
King of kings and Lord of lords with all authority in heaven and on earth. He always wins! He
rules over even the demonic powers!



TEXT: Luke 5:1-11
TITLE: MAKING FISHERS OF MEN — PATHWAY OF CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP

BIG IDEA:

THE CALL TO DISCIPLESHIP (FORSAKING ALL AND FOLLOWING CHRIST)
OFFERS THE PROSPECT OF ABUNDANT MINISTRY FRUIT DESPITE OUR
SINFULNESS BECAUSE OF THE POWER AND AUTHORITY OF JESUS

INTRODUCTION:

How can we with all of our sinfulness possibly be adequate as ministers of the New Covenant?
Here in this fishing expedition we have a valuable object lesson depicting the power and
authority of Jesus Christ to take ordinary people and equip them to be successful beyond their
wildest dreams in gospel ministry. What is required is that we forsake everything and depend
completely and only on Jesus as we follow Him in the path of discipleship.

I. (:1-3) TEACHING LESSON - FEEDING THE MULTITUDES THE WORD OF GOD
—SETTING THE STAGE FOR THE OBJECT LESSON
A. (:1a) Logistical Problem — Need a Better Platform for Teachinig

“Now it came about that while the multitude were pressing around Him

and listening to the word of God,”

J. Ligon Duncan: Jesus is teaching on the shore. There are so many people there that they are
having a hard time hearing Him. They are getting closer and closer. He knows that that is making
it harder and harder for the people that are on the fringes of this multitude. We don't know how
many are there...hundreds, maybe. And so He decides [since He doesn't have one of these
things] that He is going to get in a boat, go out just a little ways and use the water as His
amplification system. If He can get a little distance from them and speak up, more of them will
be able to hear Him plainly teach the word of God. But why are they pressing in on Him?
Because they want to hear Him. (Again, look at verse 1). They want to hear Him preach and
teach the word of God. Jesus is teaching the word of God, and the crowd is responding by
pressing in on Him to hear the word of God because they sense the importance of hearing the
word of God...of hearing Jesus teach the word of God. They want to hear the word of God.

B. (:1b-2) Recognizing the Resources at Hand
1. (:1b) The Need
“He was standing by the lake of Gennesaret,”

Leon Morris: It measures roughly 13 miles by 7 miles and is situated about 700 feet below sea-
level. This is the only place where it is called Gennesaret, the usual name being Galilee
(Chinneroth in the Old Testament; Tiberias twice in John).

2. (:2a) The Resources
“and He saw two boats lying at the edge of the lake,”

3. (:2b) The Opportunity
“but the fishermen had gotten out of them, and were washing their nets.”



Donald Miller: The casting net was circular, and might be as much as nine feet across. It was
skillfully cast into the water from the land, or from the shallow water at the edge of the lake. It
was weighted with pellets of lead round the circumference. It sank into the sea and surrounded
the fishes; it was then drawn through the water as if the top of a bell tent were being drawn to
land, and in it the fish were caught. That was the kind of net that Peter and Andrew, and James
and John, were handling when Jesus saw them.

C. (:3) Effective Solution
1. Commandeered Simon’s Boat
“And He got into one of the boats, which was Simon's,
and asked him to put out a little way from the land.”

Divine appointment; Jesus chose this boat because He was going to focus in later on His
encounter with Peter in calling him to leave all and Follow Him. Jesus did nothing by accident.

2. Continued the Teaching [.esson
“And He sat down and began teaching the multitudes from the boat.”

II. (:4-7) FISHING LESSON = OBJECT LESSON - JESUS CAN CATCH A LOT OF
FISH
A. (:4) Bold Command — Jesus Knows Where the Fish Are

“And when He had finished speaking, He said to Simon,

‘Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.™
- Giving instructions to professional fisherman
- Going against what experience and human reason would recommend
- Giving opportunity for the embarrassment of public failure

B. (:5) Natural Impossibility — Human Resources are Not the Issue or the Limitation
“And Simon answered and said, ‘Master, we worked hard all night and caught nothing,
but at Your bidding I will let down the nets.”™

- Natural reluctance
- Respectful submission

Donald Miller: Nighttime was the time to fish, not the heat of the day. Furthermore, they had
just fished all night and had taken “nothing”! It was useless to make another attempt at that time.
Yet Peter had seen Jesus heal, and had just heard him preach. The “authority,” therefore, both of
his words and deeds, led Peter to obey his command, even though it ran counter to all his
experience in a calling in which he was a master.

C. (:6-7) Supernatural Catch — Fellowship in the Gospel Requires Partnership to Reel in
the Huge Catch that Jesus Will Command
“And when they had done this, they enclosed a great quantity of fish;,
and their nets began to break;
and they signaled to their partners in the other boat, for them to come and help them.
And they came, and filled both of the boats, so that they began to sink.”



III. (:8-11) DISCIPLESHIP LESSON = APPLICATION OF THE OBJECT LESSON —
THE PATHWAY OF OBEDIENT CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP INVOLVES FISHING
FOR MEN
A. (:8) Jesus Can Deal With Our Doubts and Fears

“But when Simon Peter saw that, he fell down at Jesus' feet, saying,

‘Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!™

J. Ligon Duncan: Now it is an amazing thing, isn't it? There has been nothing in this passage so
far said about sin. I don't know, maybe Jesus preached about it in the sermon, but it is not
recorded here. There is nothing in this passage about Jesus’ holiness or about sin, but
immediately in the wake of this miracle Peter is overwhelmed by two things: the greatness of
Jesus and the greatness of his own sin. He is brought face to face with the inestimable, the
incalculable greatness of Jesus and he is brought face to face with the greatness of his own sin.

Donald Miller: It is significant that Peter’s response to Jesus’ miraculous dealing with him lay
in the moral and spiritual realm. His attention was not riveted on the marvel. The marvel rather
revealed that about Jesus’ Person which made Peter see his own sinfulness. In this is seen the
true meaning of Jesus’ miracles. They were signs of the marvel of his Person.

B. (:9-10a) Jesus Will Constantly Amaze Us
“For amazement had seized him and all his companions
because of the catch of fish which they had taken,
and so also James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon.”

Morris: Luke brings out the extraordinary nature of the catch by referring to the astonishment of
the fishermen.

C. (:10B) Jesus Keeps Us Focused on the Goal of Fishing for Men
“And Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not fear, from now on you will be catching men.’

99

D. (:11) Jesus Demands That We Forsake All and Follow Him
“And when they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed Him.”

They left behind the greatest catch of fish they had ever experienced; it meant nothing in
comparison to a life dedicated to serving Christ.

CONCLUSION:

Fishing Tips
Go where the “fish” are.
Use the right “bait.”
Be patient!
It's never out of season to fish for souls.
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DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) When has God asked you to do something that you thought was unreasonable or ridiculous or
did not make sense to you? How did you respond?

2) Why did Peter respond the way he did and ask the Lord to depart from him?
3) How many parallels can you draw between fishing and evangelizing?

4) What have you “forsaken” in order to wholeheartedly follow Jesus?
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QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Donald Miller: The conditions on which Jesus can use men in his Kingdom are:
- A willingness to work (vss. 2, 10)
- Obedience to his commands (vs. 5)
- Honesty about one’s own unworthiness and sin (vs. 8)
- A willingness to make whatever sacrifice his service demands (vs. 11)

Thabiti Anyabwile: Peter glimpses the face of God in Jesus Christ, and from that vision he
comes down to see into himself. He finds in himself what we all find in ourselves: sin. Because
he knows such a holy being as God should not be around a sinful man, Peter cries out, “Go away
from me!” (v. 8).

Uniquely, here is a holiness that comes to sinners. Rather than going away, Jesus says, “Join
me.” Here is a holiness that uses a confessing sinner in its mission. Here is holiness that not
only calls the sinner but commissions the sinner to become a fisher of men. Here is holiness so
stunningly beautiful it causes a man to leave everything for its sake. It gives the former sinner a
new purpose, direction, and call.

J. Ligon Duncan: The call to leave everything and follow Him is the call of Jesus to every
disciple...every disciple. Now what leaving everything and following Him looks like is very
different for every disciple. For instance, did His call to them to leave everything and follow Him
mean that they would never fish again? No, you will find them fishing before you have gotten to
the end of the Gospels. But it is a call to recognize that everything else does not equal to Jesus,
and that Jesus is greater than everything else; and, therefore, He is worth leaving everything else
behind to follow Him.

Bock: details how Jesus confirms the call of four disciples to serve with him. In this passage,
miracle, teaching and discipleship form a collage that explains mission and who is qualified for
it. Jesus performs a nature miracle, but the saying in Lk 5:10 turns the entire miracle into a
picture of mission. Here event and symbol merge. The event signifies not only what disciples
are called to do but who disciples are as they do it. Simon Peter and Jesus represent different
sides of the theology that undergirds the community Jesus is forging. Simon, for his part, knows
that he is a sinner who is not worthy to experience the benefits of God's power and presence.
There is no presumption that God owes him anything. Jesus, exemplifying God's grace, makes it



clear that such a humble approach to God is exactly what God will use. Jesus calls these
fishermen to fish for people rather than for finned water-dwellers. Luke presents these two truths
quite dramatically and vividly.

Spurgeon - Morning and Evening - We learn from this narrative, the necessity of human
agency. The draught of fishes was miraculous, yet neither the fisherman nor his boat, nor his
fishing tackle were ignored; but all were used to take the fishes. So in the saving of souls, God
worketh by means; and while the present economy of grace shall stand, God will be pleased by
the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. When God worketh without instruments,
doubtless he is glorified; but he hath himself selected the plan of instrumentality as being that by
which he is most magnified in the earth. Means of themselves are utterly unavailing. "Master, we
have toiled all the night and have taken nothing." What was the reason of this? Were they not
fishermen plying their special calling? Verily, they were no raw hands; they understood the
work. Had they gone about the toil unskilfully? No. Had they lacked industry? No, they had
toiled. Had they lacked perseverance? No, they had toiled all the night. Was there a deficiency of
fish in the sea? Certainly not, for as soon as the Master came, they swam to the net in shoals.
What, then, is the reason? Is it because there is no power in the means of themselves apart from
the presence of Jesus? "Without him we can do nothing." But with Christ we can do all things.
Christ's presence confers success. Jesus sat in Peter's boat, and his will, by a mysterious
influence, drew the fish to the net. When Jesus is lifted up in his Church, his presence is the
Church's power-the shout of a king is in the midst of her. "I, if I be lifted up, will draw all men
unto me. " Let us go out this morning on our work of soul fishing, looking up in faith, and around
us in solemn anxiety. Let us toil till night comes, and we shall not labour in vain, for he who bids
us let down the net, will fill it with fishes.



TEXT: Luke 5:12-26
TITLE: ONLY JESUS CAN DO THIS — 2 LEVELS OF HEALING

BIG IDEA:
THE MIRACLES OF PHYSICAL HEALING AUTHENTICATE THE POWER AND
AUTHORITY OF JESUS TO CLEANSE FROM SIN AND TO FORGIVE SINS

INTRODUCTION:

Jesus constantly used miracles of healing in the physical realm to authenticate His Person and to
point to the deeper spiritual level of healing that only He can accomplish. We need to sense our
desperate brokenness in terms of being dead in our sins and trespasses so that we can identify
with this hopeless leper and this helpless paralytic. The religious leaders of the day were present
to observe the teaching and miracles of Jesus — but only for the purpose of finding fault and
trying to build a case against him. The multitudes responded in amazement and general fear and
reverence, but fell short of coming to Jesus to receive forgiveness for their own sins. We need to
humbly receive from Jesus that which only He can provide = cleansing from sin and the
forgiveness of our sins so that we might be restored to full spiritual health and a right
relationship with God.

THE MIRACLES OF PHYSICAL HEALING AUTHENTICATE THE POWER AND
AUTHORITY OF JESUS TO CLEANSE FROM SIN AND TO FORGIVE SINS

I. (:12-16) HEALING THE LEPER — JESUS CAN MAKE THE UNCLEAN CLEAN
A. (:12) MINISTRY PETITION
1. Dire Need
“And it came about that while He was in one of the cities,
behold, there was a man full of leprosy,”

Donald Miller: To the Jews, leprosy was more than a disease. It was a sign of moral
uncleanness. It was a stroke of divine judgment for disobedience to the divine will (Num. 12; IT
Kings 5:19-27; II Chron. 26:16-21). Consequently, lepers were cast out of the congregation,
not only as a hygienic measure but as a sign that they were cut off from fellowship with the
people of God. They lived miserable existences, depending on alms of passers-by or on
scavenging.

Bruce Hurt: Luke could just have said a leper approached and we would have understood. But
he adds an interesting detail telling us the man is covered (pleres) which means full of and
speaks of the totality of this man's body which was "wholly filled" with the disease and with no
skin surface lacking the effect of the disease! One can just picture the sight! ... It may have
been the worst case of leprosy in all of Palestine, but this leper would soon find that Jesus'
power is enough for even the worst case!

2. Desperate Plea
“and when he saw Jesus, he fell on his face and implored Him, saying, ‘Lord, if
You are willing, You can make me clean.”™




Mattoon - This word "clean" is a strong word in the Greek. It is the word katharizo which forms
our English words "cauterize, Kathy, Katherine, Katie, Katelyn." Katharizo has the idea of
purity. It means "to make clean, to purify physically and also spiritually." He had absolute
confidence in the ability of Jesus Christ to cure him physically and also spiritually.

B. (:13-14) MINISTRY PERFORMANCE
1. (:13) The Miracle of Cleansing the Leper
“And He stretched out His hand, and touched him, saying, ‘[ am willing, be
cleansed.’ And immediately the leprosy left him.”

Anyabwile: Jesus possesses a holiness that is not defiled by touching the unclean, but with a
touch he cleanses the unclean. Jesus possesses a holiness that produces what the law requires but
cannot produce.

J. Ligon Duncan: Jesus can do what no priest can do. A priest would have been instantaneously
declared unclean by this action. Not Jesus. And a priest cannot cleanse a man. It's interesting.
You go to Leviticus 13-14, what's to happen? If a leper is healed of his leprosy, then he goes to
the priest. The priest examines him to see if he has been healed of his leprosy, and then the priest
declares him to be ceremonially clean, he baptizes him, and then he welcomes him back into the
community. But in Leviticus 13-14, guess what the priest can't do? The priest can't make him
clean! The priest can declare that he has been clean, but he can't make him clean, except
ceremonially. Jesus, on the other hand, can make this man clean. In drawing attention to
cleanness and uncleanness, Jesus is drawing attention to the forgiveness of sins.

Wiersbe: By the grace and power of God, this man was changed! In fact, Jesus even touched the
man, which meant that He became unclean Himself. This is a beautiful picture of what Jesus has
done for lost sinners: He became sin for us that we might be made clean (2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Peter
2:24). Jesus is not only willing to save (1 Tim. 2:4; 2 Peter 3:9), but He is also able to save
(Heb. 7:25); and He can do it now (2 Cor. 6:2).

2. (:14) The Religious Validation of the Cleansing
“And He ordered him to tell no one, ‘But go and show yourself to the priest, and
make an offering for your cleansing, just as Moses commanded, for a testimony to
them.”™

Leon Morris: The words probably point to a safeguard for the healed man. People would know
that he had been a leper and would be slow to accept him. But if a priest had inspected him and
accepted his offering, there was proof that he had been healed. It would also show that Jesus
upheld the law. And it would be a testimony to people in general that the power of God was at
work in Jesus.

C. (:15-16) MINISTRY PRESSURE
1. (:15) The Pressure of His Growing Reputation
“But the news about Him was spreading even farther,
and great multitudes were gathering to hear Him
and to be healed of their sicknesses.”

2. (:16) The Pressure Requiring Intense Private Prayers
“But He Himself would often slip away to the wilderness and pray.”




Spurgeon - The tense of the verb implies that he often did this; it was his habit to withdraw
himself for private prayer even in his busiest times, and when he could occupy every minute with
great advantage to the people. Thus he gathered new strength from above for each day’s work;
and when there was most to be done, then he took most time to pray. It is an evil economy that

tries to take time for other things that should be spent in prayer, for the shortening of prayer will
be the weakening of our power.

Bruce Hurt: Bill Gaither wrote the words of the famous song He touched Me in 1963 being
inspired by Jesus' touch healing the leper in Mark's Gospel.

He touched Me

Shackled by a heavy burden
'Neath a load of guilt and shame
Then the hand of Jesus touched me
And now | am no longer the same.

He touched, oh, he touched me
And oh the joy that floods my soul!
Something happened, and now | know
He touched me, and made me whole.

Since I've met this blessed savior
Since he's cleansed and made me whole
| will never cease to praise him
I'll shout it while eternity rolls.

Oh! he touched me! Oh! he touched me!
He touched me! And Oh the joy that floods my soul!
Something happened, and now | know
He touched me, and made me whole.

II. (:17-26) HEALING THE PARALYZED MAN - JESUS CAN FORGIVE SINS
A. (:17) The Circumstances Surrounding the Miraculous Healing
1. Authority of Jesus Evident In His Normal Ministry Activity of Teaching
“And it came about one day that He was teaching,”

2. Antagonistic Observers
“and there were some Pharisees and teachers of the law sitting there, who had
come from every village of Galilee and Judea and from Jerusalem,”

3. Access to the Power of the Lord
“and the power of the Lord was present for Him to perform healing.”

Donald Miller: The story of the paralytic comes last in this section of the Gospel, as the
climactic revelation of Jesus’ authority and power. He has “authority on earth to forgive sins”
(vs. 24). It is this claim which marks the beginning of open hostility to Jesus.



B. (:18-19) The Persistence and Creativity of Seeking Healing From Jesus
1. (:18) The Goal
“And behold, some men were carrying on a bed a man who was paralyzed;
and they were trying to bring him in, and to set him down in front of Him.”

2. (:19) The Game Plan
“And not finding any way to bring him in because of the crowd, they went up on
the roof and let him down through the tiles with his stretcher, right in the center,
in front of Jesus.”

C. (:20) The Spiritual Reality of Forgiving Sins By Grace Through Faith
“And seeing their faith, He said, ‘Friend, your sins are forgiven you.”
All of them gave evidence of faith — the 4 friends as well as the paralytic

D. (:21-26) The Physical Object Lesson of Healing the Paralytic
1. (:21) Blind Reasoning
“And the scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, ‘Who is this man who
speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, but God alone? ™

2. (:22-23) Perceptive Probing
“But Jesus, aware of their reasonings, answered and said to them, ‘Why are you
reasoning in your hearts? Which is easier, to say, Your sins have been forgiven
you, or to say, Rise and walk '?”

3. (:24-25) Purposeful Miracle
a. (:24) Instructive Command
“But in order that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on
earth to forgive sins,-- He said to the paralytic— I say to you, rise, and
take up your stretcher and go home.™

b. (:25) Immediate and Complete Healing
“And at once he rose up before them, and took up what he had been lying
on, and went home, glorifying God.”

4. (:26) Shallow Response
“And they were all seized with astonishment and began glorifying God; and they
were filled with fear, saying, ‘We have seen remarkable things today.”™

Climax of this section — the reaction of the people to the demonstration by Jesus of His power
and authority that extended even to the forgiveness of sins

Anyabwile: Look at the people’s reaction in verse 26. Do you know what I find extraordinary?
They watched Jesus forgive a man’s sin. Then they watched Jesus prove he could forgive sin by
healing a paralyzed man. But not one of them then said to Jesus, “Since you can forgive sins,
please forgive my sins, too!” They experienced general amazement and gave general praise to
God, but they did not worship Jesus or seek forgiveness for their sin. That is amazing and tragic.
Having eyes, they do not see. Having ears, they do not hear.



J. Ligon Duncan: at that point the Pharisees should have been on their faces before Jesus, saying,
“The One that Isaiah prophesied about in Isaiah 35, the One who, when He comes, the blind are
going to see and the lame are going to leap for joy, and the deaf are going to hear — He's here!
We've just seen Him make a lame man walk, and that man leapt for joy going home, glorifying
God! And we've just seen a leper healed just like Isaiah says in Isaiah 35. This is the One we've
been waiting for!” But they didn't. Why? Because unlike that leper, and unlike that lame man,
they did not see their need. They didn't see how much they needed Jesus. They didn't see how
much they needed the forgiveness of sins. And so they stood there in judgment over Jesus.
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DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) What types of groups of people do Christians today view as “unclean” and try to keep their
distance from instead of ministering the gospel to them with compassion and love?

2) Why is Jesus not always willing to heal someone?

3) What type of intercessors are we for our friends in terms of bringing them to Jesus for
healing and restoration?

4) What remarkable things have you seen God do in your life?
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QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Donald Miller: For the first time in this Gospel, Jesus calls himself “the Son of man” (vs. 24).
This expression is first found in Daniel, where “one like a son of man” is given dominion over all
peoples in an everlasting kingdom “that shall not be destroyed” (7:13-14). In the
Intertestamental period this figure had been emphasized and given a Messianic interpretation.
The expression, however, did not have the political overtones of the term “Messiah,” from which
Jesus shrank. It seemed to be the Messianic designation least likely to provoke his followers to
political revolution against Rome. It also furnished Jesus with an indirect title of Messiahship,
which could well arouse spiritual curiosity and thus lead men further into an understanding of
him.

J. Ligon Duncan: there are two stories here, that the stories are related, and that they’re told
together for a specific reason. You know that they’re told for a specific reason because the
authors of the Gospels never tell you anything without having an agenda. They are concerned to
tell you the truth as it happened, but they’re also concerned to tell you the truth as it happened for
a reason. They are teaching you things about God, about the gospel, and about the Christian life
constantly, even as they recount the stories of Jesus. And so it's always generally true. But it's
specifically true of this passage, and you can tell by looking at verses 14 and 24. Twice in this
passage we are told why Jesus did what He did, and it is those two verses, 14 and 24, that tip you
off to the main point of this passage. So as we look at these two stories, we're not looking at two
unrelated stories, we're looking at two stories that are part of emphasizing the same point. . .



At the heart of this passage is Jesus’ forgiveness of sins. He makes this very clear in verse 24.
And so this passage raises for us the question “Who can fix what we have messed up by our
sin?”

This passage first of all points to the fact that the core of Jesus’ ministry is the forgiveness of
sins. This passage points to the centrality of our need for the forgiveness of sin.

Secondly, this passage shows us that only Jesus has the power and authority to forgive sins.

And, third, this passage shows us that Jesus has the power and authority to forgive sins because
He is the Son of Man, the Messiah, God in the flesh, the Second Person of the Trinity. Jesus of
Nazareth is not just a great moral prophet. He is the Son of the living God sent into this world to
be the Savior of His people's sins. And those are three things we need desperately to learn today.

Kent Hughes: Along with their love and conviction, the four friends had great faith. There is
no way they would have gone to such outrageous extremes if they did not believe that Jesus
could and would heal their friend. They all possessed faith’s dynamic certitude (cf. Hebrews
11:1). A wavering faith would have opted out when they began digging up the roof, if not
sooner. “Ah, man, this is embarrassing. You’ll have to finish without me.” Determined to bring
their friend to Jesus, confident he would help the invalid, the faithful quartet worked on.

Their faith was persistent. Once they had their friend on the stretcher, there was no stopping
them. None of them said, “The crowd is too big. I guess this isn’t the Lord’s will.” Instead, they
started climbing! Jesus lauded such action when he said, “From the days of John the Baptist until
now, the kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it”
(Matthew 11:12). When the four tore through the roof, they took the kingdom with determined
force. Such graced violence is the key for the church making the impact it should.

Their faith was creative. Some who were standing idly by and saw the four’s success probably
thought, “Why didn’t I think of that?” Perhaps they did not love as much or believe as
passionately as the four friends. A faith that truly believes Christ is the only way will be
inventive. This is the genius behind the Quito radio station HCJB, which sits directly on the
equator at 10,000 feet and broadcasts the gospel to virtually the entire globe seven days a week,
twenty-four hours a day. The almost legendary creativity of that ministry springs from the
passionate, driving conviction that Christ is the only hope for the world. If you really love your
neighbors, you will find a way to bring them to the love of Christ.

Their faith was sacrificial. Someone would have to repair the roof, and that would require time,
labor, and expense. A faith that brings Christ’s power to the world must always be willing to pay
the price.

Lenski: Nothing is said about the effect produced on the Pharisees and scribes. This silence on
the part of all the evangelists is significant. They had come to spy upon Jesus, to find something
fatal against him, and thought that they had caught him in nothing less than blasphemy. Jesus
gave them something to see and to hear, something that made the thought of blasphemy vanish
completely, something that should have turned their hearts form hatred to faith in Jesus and to
praise of God. But their obduracy continued in spite of all that Jesus did to break it. It even
grew more pronounced because they had been frustrated in their evil intention.



TEXT: Luke 5:27-39
TITLE: WHAT’S RADICALLY DIFFERENT ABOUT JESUS?

BIG IDEA:
CRITICS OF CHRISTIANITY FAIL TO UNDERSTAND THE RADICAL MISSION
AND THE NEW MOVEMENT COMMANDED BY JESUS

INTRODUCTION:

Leaders who sit on top of any hierarchical system with its perks and advantages oppose any
changes that would threaten to unseat them and puncture the bubble of their supremacy. So it
was with the Pharisees and scribes at the time of Christ. In contrast to those like Levi who
genuinely repented at the preaching of Jesus and responded to His call to Forsake all and Follow
Him in discipleship, the Jewish rulers remained sideline observers who could only criticize what
they didn’t understand. With the answers to two complaining questions and the lessons from two
very short parables, Jesus puts His finger on what is so radically different about His Mission and
His Movement.

CRITICS OF CHRISTIANITY FAIL TO UNDERSTAND THE RADICAL MISSION
AND THE NEW MOVEMENT COMMANDED BY JESUS

(:27-28) TRANSITION — RADICAL MISSION = CALL OF A TAX COLLECTOR TO
FOLLOW JESUS
“And after that He went out, and noticed a tax-gatherer named Levi, sitting in the tax
office, and He said to him, ‘Follow Me.’ 28 And he left everything behind, and rose and
began to follow Him.”

Links to the previous section — call to Forsake all and Follow Jesus

Who “gets it” are the sinners who repent and forsake all to follow the Lord Jesus Christ in
genuine discipleship.

The Jews hated these tax collectors who operated on the basis of extortion to extract as much
money as they could from their fellow countrymen; viewed on the same level as prostitutes

Geldenhuys: Along the main road between Acre, on the Mediterranean Sea, and Damascus, in
the north, that went past Capernaum, Levi was sitting in his custom-house to collect for Herod
the customs on the goods transported by that road.

J. Ligon Duncan: Matthew is a part of a despised segment of society, because his fellow Jews
would have considered him both a traitor and an extortioner. You see, he was a traitor because
the Jewish people would have viewed tax collectors as being in cahoots with their Roman
oppressors, because it was the Roman emperor who appointed petty kings in the provinces in the
outlying part of the Roman world to collect taxes, and then those petty kings would have
appointed others to collect taxes. And of the taxes that Matthew was collecting, some of them
would go back to the petty king, and then some of them would go back to Rome. And so
ultimately the Jewish people viewed people that were participating in the tax collector profession



to be traitors. They were serving the interests of the very people who are oppressing them. And
they viewed them as extortioners. . .

This is not something that Jesus just asked the twelve apostles to do. It's something that He asks
every disciple to do. He is saying, “There is no one, there is nothing in this world that equals Me.
There is no one, there is nothing in this world that I will allow to be a competitor with Me. I will
be your Lord. And if you’re going to follow Me, you’re going to have to leave everything, and
I'm going to have to be your Lord.”

Leon Morris: Matthew must have been the richest of the apostles. We should not miss the quiet
heroism involved in this. If following Jesus had not worked out for the fishermen, they could
have returned to their trade without difficulty. But when Levi walked out of his job he was
through. They would surely never take back a man who had simply abandoned his tax office.
His following of Jesus was a final commitment.

(:29) - SETTING - RECEPTION AT THE HOUSE OF LEVI
“And Levi gave a big reception for Him in his house,; and there was a great crowd of tax-
gatherers and other people who were reclining at the table with them.”

Levi’s circle of acquaintances and co-workers were not respected by the Jewish religious leaders;
Levi had the resources to throw a very lavish feast

Our response to finding Jesus should be to joyfully celebrate and be enthusiastic about
introducing our circle of people to this Jesus

We find the critics of Jesus, probably not invited to the feast, but onlooker who were dumbstruck
by what they saw and how it conflicted with their Messianic expectations based on their
misinterpretation of the Old Testament.

I. (:30-35) TWO COMPLAINING QUESTIONS -

THE CONDUCT OF JESUS AND HIS DISCIPLES MAKES SENSE WHEN YOU
UNDERSTAND THEIR RADICAL MISSION

These are essentially Gripes — charges that the religious leaders are leveling against Jesus —

All about external conduct because that was their measure for righteousness — appearances were
everything

A. (:30-32) Question #1 — Why Associate with Sinners?
1. (:30) Complaining Question — Regarding Association with Sinners
“And the Pharisees and their scribes began grumbling at His disciples, saying,
‘Why do you eat and drink with the tax-gatherers and sinners? ™

This question is actually directed to the disciples, but Jesus answers them

2. (:31-32) Corrective Answer — The Mission is Directed to Sinners
“And Jesus answered and said to them, ‘It is not those who are well who need a
physician, but those who are sick. I have not come to call the righteous but
sinners to repentance.”




B. (:33-35) Question #2 — Why Not Fast?
1. (:33) Complaining Question — Regarding the Appropriateness of Fasting
“And they said to Him, ‘The disciples of John often fast and offer prayers, the
disciples of the Pharisees also do the same; but Yours eat and drink.”™

2. (:34-35) Corrective Answer — The Mission Changes Based on Whether Jesus is
Physically Present or Absent
“And Jesus said to them, ‘You cannot make the attendants of the bridegroom fast
while the bridegroom is with them, can you? But the days will come,; and when
the bridegroom is taken away from them, then they will fast in those days.”™

First reference to the coming death of the Messiah, followed by His resurrection and ascension

Donald Miller: The inappropriateness of fasting when Jesus was here, therefore, does not rule
out fasting entirely. When Jesus was here, the Kingdom was present. But in the period between
his death and his Final Coming, the Kingdom, though present, is not here in its fullness. Fasting,
therefore, may again be appropriate in the life of the Church as a sign of desire for the final
coming of the kingdom, and as a spontaneous self-discipline undertaken to keep the joy of the
Kingdom bright, and to make it possible to share one’s goods with the needy (see Isa. 58:1-12).

II. (:36-39) TWO INSIGHTFUL PARABLES —
THE NEW MOVEMENT USHERED IN BY JESUS:
- BREAKS WITH TRADITION AND
-  SURPASSES THE OLD
A. (:36) Parable #1 — The New Movement Breaks with Tradition
“And He was also telling them a parable: ‘No one tears a piece from a new garment and
puts it on an old garment,; otherwise he will both tear the new, and the piece from the
new will not match the old. ™

B. (:37-39) Parable #2 — The New Movement Surpasses the Old
1. (:37-38) New Movement is Different
“And no one puts new wine into old wineskins, otherwise the new wine will burst
the skins, and it will be spilled out, and the skins will be ruined. But new wine
must be put into fresh wineskins.”

2. (:39) New Movement is Resisted by Traditionalists
“And no one, after drinking old wine wishes for new; for he says, 'The old is good
enough.”

Leon Morris: Both this and the previous illustration drive home the point that Jesus is not simply
patching up Judaism; He is teaching something radically new.

Geldenhuys: New wine which has the power to ferment cannot be put into old, stretched leathern
bottles, for the fermenting wine will cause the bottles to burst and thus the wine as well as the
bottles will be lost. But when the wine is put into new, elastic wineskins, both will be preserved.
In like manner it is fatal to attempt to preserve the vigorous, new form of divine worship, which
Jesus brought, in the old, obsolete forms of religion of the disciples of John and of the Pharisees.



Jesus’ new way of life also demands new forms of worshipping God. There must be no mixing
of the old with the new. There is indeed the closest connection between the Old and the New
Dispensations, but only in the sense of preparation and fulfilment, shadow and reality. And now
that Jesus has come as the Fulfiller of the promises of the Old Covenant, everything has been
made new and no room is left for the old ceremonial, shadowy forms of divine worship. The
new spirit existing in the religion of the New Covenant demands new forms of expression. So
Jesus does not allow His disciples to act like those of John and of the Pharisees.
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DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:
1) How enthusiastic are we about inviting our circle of acquaintances to get to know Jesus?

2) Are we messed up in our views regarding separation from sin so that we actually have very
little contact with the very people to whom we are called to witness?

3) Where do we struggle with letting go of traditions and embracing the new freedoms that we
have in Jesus Christ?

4) Are we radically following Jesus as a new creation in Christ or are we trying to patch Jesus
into our old way of living?
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QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Donald Miller: In this section [5:27 — 6:11], Luke selects materials which bring out the
opposition of the religious leaders to Jesus. . . no compromise between them is possible. Jesus’
“new wine” cannot be poured into the “old wineskins” (5:37). There is something revolutionary
here which is too vital to be contained in the rigid forms which Judaism had produced.

It is well to note that the major point at issue is the meaning of the Old Testament. The
“newness” of Jesus is not wholly new in the sense that it has no roots. It is rather a “new” way
of looking at the Old Testament. The Pharisees and their scribes were doctors of the Law,
experts in the Scriptures. Jesus’ sharpest challenge lay in his insistence that they did not
understand the Scriptures, and had missed the will of God revealed there.

Three issues dear to the hearts of the Pharisees are brought into the open — eating with the
morally unworthy, fasting, and Sabbath observance.

Thabiti Anyabwile: We cannot have the gospel with just a little touch of law and legalism. We
cannot have the law with just a few ounces of “Jesus” poured in. The gospel is an entirely
different garment — a complete garment in itself. The gospel requires the fresh wineskins of New
Testament Christianity for the fresh wine it brings. Those who drink the old religion of self-
righteousness will not will not enjoy the new wine of the gospel (v. 39). There’s something
about legalism and self-righteousness that is natural to us. We are tempted to cling to it and to
reject the new vintage that is altogether different. . .



Let me offer a simple lesson on applying Scripture. There are necessary applications and
possible applications. Necessary applications apply to all. They follow directly from the text of
the Bible. For example, the command “Do not covet” (Exod 20:17) applies to us all and forbids
any type of envy we can conceive. How we deep that command may vary. One person may say,
“I will not watch commercials in order not to covet.” That’s great for you. That’s one possible
application, but it’s not necessary for everyone to observe. The Pharisees take the possible and
make it necessary for all people all the time. By doing so they effectively destroy Christian joy
and Christian freedom.

J. Ligon Duncan: A man named Ray Miller wrote some amazing lyrics in the early 1920's, and a
woman named Bev Shea took those lyrics and put them on her son's piano because she wanted
her son to read those words and think about them with regard to his commitment to the Lord
Jesus Christ.
Her son was a very talented composer and had been offered a lucrative contract by NBC to come
and write music for the National Broadcasting Corporation. And he sat down at his piano that
morning and saw the words, and he was deeply moved by those words, and he wrote a tune to go
with those words. The words were:

“I'd rather have Jesus than silver or gold;

I'd rather be His than have riches untold.

I'd rather have Jesus than houses or lands;

I'd rather be led by His nail-pierced hand,

Than to be the king of a vast domain,

Or be held in sin's dread sway.

I'd rather have Jesus than anything

This world affords today.

“I'd rather have Jesus than men's applause,

I'd rather be faithful to His dear cause.

I'd rather have Jesus than worldwide fame,

I'd rather be true to His holy name.”
You know his name: George Beverly Shea. And he traveled around with Billy Graham for many
years and wrote many, many songs that have encouraged the saints over his time. But he had the

choice — follow his dreams into a lucrative career, or follow Jesus.

Keathley: The problem was that the Pharisees liked the old system. They were at the top and
didn’t want it to change. They had the power, prestige, praise, etc. It sort of reminds me of our



government. Everyone in America knows things are getting worse and worse with government
getting bigger and bigger. But those at the top don’t want to change it. They are getting rich off
of the system. The Pharisees had written the Talmud and the Mishnah which were huge books
filled with rules and their own interpretations of the scriptures. They gave more emphasis to their
writings than the Word of God. Why isn’t it possible to make repairs on the old system of
Judaism? Time and again, Israel was disciplined and brought back to the land and given another
chance. But not this time. Christianity is not a patch for Judaism. It is the replacement

of Pharisaic Judaism because Pharisaic Judaism cannot contain Christianity. In what way? There
was no place for Gentiles, Samaritans, blind, sick, lame, etc in Pharisaic Judaism. The law was
no match for the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. I say Pharisaic Judaism because Christ was the
fulfillment of Judaism, but it had been twisted into something evil. This is not teaching a
permanent replacement of Israel by the church as the Reformed theologians teach. Remember
that the parables say something about a subject but not everything about the subject. We have to
look elsewhere to see what the future holds for the Jews.



TEXT: Luke 6:1-11
TITLE: TWO SABBATH CONTROVERSIES

BIG IDEA:
COMPASSION FOR HUMAN NEED TRUMPS LEGALISTIC CONFORMITY
BECAUSE:

- JESUS IS LORD OF THE SABBATH

- JESUS PUTS A PRIORITY ON DOING GOOD

INTRODUCTION:

Self-righteousness always blinds us to the true inner demands of God’s moral standards. We can
be so concerned with conformity to some legalistic standard of do’s and don’ts that may or may
not have any biblical validity that we lose touch with God’s heart of compassion to meet the
needs of people. Instead of love and mercy and compassion and justice, we pride ourselves on
some lesser code of conduct that does not require godly motivation and God-glorifying goals. So
the Pharisees interacted with Jesus on these two occasions to try to catch him in some type of
sabbath-breaking scandal. Their intention was only to find fault. Jesus exposed their hard hearts
and asked them probing questions that left them speechless.

William Bradley: The strictness with which the Sabbath was observed was a point of pride with
the Pharisees. The Sabbath was considered the most valuable treasure of Judaism, next to the
Temple. In the Old Testament, the Sabbath was related both to creation (Gen. 2:2-3; Exod.
20:8-11; 31:12-17) and redemption (Deut. 5:12-15). It was a weekly reminder that the God who
had created the universe was present with them, and that he had given them rest by redeeming
them from their bondage in Egypt. .. The purpose of the Sabbath law was glory to God. The
means was cessation from work. The Pharisees, however, had forgotten the purpose, and had
turned the means into an end. To do no work was to keep the Sabbath! The glory of God was
forgotten. Hence, the Sabbath had become a day of prohibitions, many of which were laughable.
Work had to be defined. It was divided into thirty-nine categories, each of which was broken
down further. To keep the Sabbath rightly, therefore, one had to remember dozens of specific
rules about things not to do!

I. (:1-5) SABBATH CONTROVERSY #1 — DEALING WITH HUNGER
A. (:1) Fundamental Human Need -- Hunger
“Now it came about that on a certain Sabbath He was passing through some grain fields,

and His disciples were picking and eating the heads of grain, rubbing them in their
hands.”

Pharisees were always spying on Jesus and His disciples — on the lookout for some way to
accuse them.

Morris: The Pharisees would find in the plucking of the ears a breach of the regulation which
forbade reaping and in the rubbing in their hands that which prohibited threshing. Throwing
away the husks probably represented winnowing, while eating showed that they had prepared
food. Four distinct breaches of the sabbath in one mouthful!



B. (:2-4) Fundamental Difference in Perspective — Legalistic Conformity vs. Showing
Compassion
1. (:2) Legalistic Complaint — Legalistic Conformity — [L.eading to Finding Fault
“But some of the Pharisees said, ‘Why do you do what is not lawful on the
Sabbath?

2. (:3-4) Historical Biblical Precedent — Compassion for Human Need
“And Jesus answering them said, ‘Have you not even read what David did when
he was hungry, he and those who were with him, 4 how he entered the house of
God, and took and ate the consecrated bread which is not lawful for any to eat
except the priests alone, and gave it to his companions? ™

Morris: David’s action was technically a breach of the law, for only the priests should eat this
bread (Lv. 24:9). But the need of his band overrode the legal nicety and no one blamed him.
Human need must not be subjected to barren legalism.

Jesus is present as one who is greater than David — in fact the Messiah himself — so the one who
could supremely dictate what would glorify God on the Sabbath day

Lenski: Jesus proves by David’s own example that even the divine ceremonial law was not
intended to be absolute in its application. The rabbinical refinements are left entirely behind as
being unworthy of notice. God cares more for the proper spiritual condition of the heart than for
the outward observance of his own ceremonial regulations. The argument is thus overwhelming.
David’s hunger sets aside even a divine regulation; shall not the hunger of the disciples set aside
mere rabbinical notions that lack all binding force to begin with?

C. (:5) Fundamental Principle — Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath
“And He was saying to them, ‘The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath. ™

Anyabwile: He can only rule the Sabbath if, in fact, he owns it. He can only own it if he is the
one who made it and gave it. . .a powerful statement from Jesus’s own mouth that he is God.
The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath, not servant to it, and he is guiltless before it. . . Should
we serve the law or serve the Son? Oh beloved, serve the Son and find rest for your souls.

Lenski: The idea that “/ord of the Sabbath’ means that he is so superior to the Sabbath that he
can do what he pleases with the Sabbath ... is just about the opposite of what Jesus means. Jesus
was under the law (Gal. 4:4) to fulfill it for us, which included the ceremonial law and thus also
the Sabbath law. . . The Sabbath desecrations with which the Jews charged him were
contradictions only of the man-made Pharisaical regulations that were contrary to the divine law.
But in the Son of man and in his fulfillment the whole ceremonial law would attain its divinely
intended purpose and would thus eventually fall away as being no longer needed. This would
come about with the death and the resurrection of the Son of man. The new covenant without
ceremonies would then supersede the old with its ceremonies. Thus the Jewish Sabbath and all
the sacrifices plus even the Temple would disappear and be abrogated. It is, however,
unwarranted to think that Jesus was already abrogating the Jewish Sabbath, Temple, etc. The
Christian Sunday still lay in the future.

Donald Miller: By claiming Lordship over the Sabbath, therefore, Jesus was declaring that the
Messianic Age had come. God is now present in him! The “res” which God had promised was



the redemption which Jesus had brought! God had ceased from his work of creation, but he was
active in his work of redemption, even on the Sabbath. . . Jesus was not setting aside the Sabbath
law. He was rather fulfilling it.

II. (:6-11) SABBATH CONTROVERSY #2 - DEALING WITH PHYSICAL HANDICAP
A. (:6) Fundamental Human Need — Physical Handicap
“And it came about on another Sabbath, that He entered the synagogue and was
teaching; and there was a man there whose right hand was withered.”

Customary practice of Jesus was to observe the Sabbath in a context of corporate worship while
pursuing His primary ministry activity of teaching

B. (:7-8) Fundamental Difference in Perspective — Legalistic Conformity vs. Showing
Compassion
1. (:7) Legalistic Concern — Legalistic Conformity -- Leading to Finding Fault
“And the scribes and the Pharisees were watching Him closely, to see if He
healed on the Sabbath, in order that they might find reason to accuse Him.”

Geldenhuys: It was the recognized opinion of the Jews at that time that only in a case of deadly
peril could a sick person be treated medically on the Sabbath.

2. (:8) Aggressive Confrontation — Compassion for Human Need
“But He knew what they were thinking, and He said to the man with the withered
hand, ‘Rise and come forward!’ And he rose and came forward.”

C. (:9) Fundamental Principle — Jesus Puts a Priority on Doing Good
“And Jesus said to them, ‘I ask you, is it lawful on the Sabbath to do good, or to do harm,
to save a life, or to destroy it?”

D. (:10-11) Fundamental Difference in Action — Healing vs. Malice
1. (:10) Public Miracle of Healing on the Part of Jesus
“And after looking around at them all, He said to him, ‘Stretch out your hand!’
And he did so; and his hand was restored.”

2. (:11) Private Scheming to Attack Jesus on the Part of the Scribes and Pharisees
“But they themselves were filled with rage, and discussed together what they
might do to Jesus.”

Geldenhuys: Instead of seeing in His revelation of divine power the genuineness of His claims
and believing in Him, His persecutors now became more fanatical than ever in their
determination to compass His death (cf. Mark iii.6).
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DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:



1) Where have we made our religious rules more important than Jesus Himself or more
important than the well-being of others?

2) Where do you see legalism in the church?

3) How did the predisposition of the Pharisees blind them to any objective evaluation of the
claims of Christ? How do we see a similar lack of objectivity in political attacks in our
American context of civil government?

4) How does our view of God influence our perspective towards the commandments He issues?
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QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Warren Wiersbe: The sanctity of the seventh day was a distinctive part of the Jewish faith. God
gave Israel the Sabbath law at Sinai (Neh. 9:13-14) and made it a sign between Him and the
nation (Ex. 20:8-11; 31:12-17). The word Sabbath means "rest" and is linked with God's
cessation of work after the six days of Creation (Ge 2:2-3). Some of the rabbis taught that
Messiah could not come until Israel had perfectly kept the Sabbath, so obeying this law was very
important both personally and nationally.

To call Sunday "the Sabbath" is to confuse the first day and the seventh day and what each
signifies.

The Sabbath is a reminder of the completion of "the old Creation," while the Lord's Day is a
reminder of our Lord's finished work in "the new Creation" (2 Cor. 5:21; Eph 2:10; Eph 4:24).

The Sabbath speaks of rest after work and relates to the Law, while the Lord's Day speaks of
rest before work and relates to grace.

The Lord's Day commemorates the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead as well as the
coming of the Holy Spirit and the "birthday" of the church (Acts 2).

The early church met on the first day of the week (Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:1-2). However, some
Jewish believers kept the Sabbath, and this sometimes led to division. Paul addressed this
problem in Romans 14:1-15:13 where he gave principles to promote both liberty and unity in
the church. But Paul always made it clear that observing special days had nothing to do with
salvation (Gal. 4:1-11; Col. 2:8-17).

We are not saved from sin by faith in Christ plus keeping the Sabbath. We are saved by
faith in Christ alone.

By their strict and oppressive rules, the Pharisees and scribes had turned the Sabbath Day into a
burden instead of the blessing God meant it to be, and Jesus challenged both their doctrine and
their authority. He had announced a new "Year of Jubilee" (Luke 4:19), and now He would
declare a new Sabbath. He had already healed a lame man on the Sabbath, and the religious
leaders had determined to kill Him (John 5:18; also John 5:16). Now He was to violate their
Sabbath laws on two more occasions.



MacArthur: The Talmud devotes twenty-four chapters to Sabbath regulations, describing in
painfully exhaustive detail what was and was not permitted to be done. The result was a
ridiculously complex system of external behavior restraints—so much so that one rabbi spent
two and a half years studying just one of the twenty-four chapters! For example, traveling more
than 3,000 feet from home was forbidden. But if one had placed food at the 3,000 foot point
before the Sabbath, that point would then be considered a home, since there was food there, and
allow another 3,000 feet of travel. Similarly, a piece of wood or a rope placed across the end of a
narrow street or alley constituted a doorway. That could then be considered the front door of
one’s house, and permit the 3,000 feet of travel to begin there. There were also regulations about
carrying items. Something lifted up in a public place could only be set down in a private place,
and vice versa. An object tossed into the air could be caught with the same hand, but if it was
caught with the other hand, it would be a Sabbath violation. If a person had reached out to pick
up food when the Sabbath began, the food had to be dropped; to bring the arm back while
holding the food would be to carry a burden on the Sabbath. It was forbidden to carry anything
heavier than a dried fig (though something weighing half as much could be carried two times). A
tailor could not carry his needle, a scribe his pen, or a student his books. Only enough ink to
write two letters (of the alphabet) could be carried. A letter could not be sent, not even with a
non-Jew. Clothes could not be examined or shaken out before being put on because an insect
might be killed in the process, which would be work. No fire could be lit, or put out. Cold water
could be poured into warm water, but not warm into cold. An egg could not be cooked, not even
by placing it in hot sand during the summer. Nothing could be sold or bought. Bathing was
forbidden, lest water be spilled on the floor and wash it. Moving a chair was not allowed, since it
might make a rut in a dirt floor, which was too much like plowing. Women were forbidden to
look in a mirror, since if they saw a white hair, they might be tempted to pull it out. Other
forbidden things included sowing, plowing, reaping, binding sheaves, threshing, winnowing,
grinding, kneading, baking, shearing, washing, beating, dyeing, or spinning wool, tying or
untying a knot, catching, killing, or skinning a deer, salting its meat, or preparing its skin....It was
to people crushed by the unbearable burden (Matt. 23:4; Luke 11:46; Acts 15:10) of manmade,
legalistic regulations that the Lord Jesus Christ said, “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-
laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for [ am gentle and
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is
light” (Matt. 11:28-30).

Steven Cole: So what is legalism? Essentially, it is an attitude of pride in which I congratulate
myself for keeping certain standards and condemn those who do not keep them. Usually the
legalist thinks that his conformity to these rules makes him acceptable to God, either for
salvation or sanctification. Invariably, these standards are not the great commandments of the
Bible, such as loving God with all your heart and your neighbor as yourself. Most often they are
external things which the legalist is able to keep (see Mt 23:23-28).

The legalist judges spirituality by external conformity to certain rules. “Do you keep the Sabbath
as we have defined it? Very well.” It doesn’t matter whether your heart is full of pride or lust or
greed. What matters is that you keep the Sabbath rules. Legalists ignore motives and inner
righteousness. What matters to them is outward conformity. God hates that sort of thing, because
it stems from the flesh (Is 1:11-14). God is concerned that we please Him from our hearts.

What about this matter of the Sabbath? Is Sunday the Christian Sabbath? Are we required to
observe it as the Jews observed Saturday? If not, does it apply in any way to us? After all, it is



one of the Ten Commandments, and all of the others apply to us! . . . I think that in reacting
against legalism concerning the Lord’s Day, we’ve thrown the baby out with the bath water. The
principle of setting one day in seven apart for worship and rest is a gift that God has given to the
human race for our benefit. “The Sabbath was made for man.” If we treat every day the same,
except that on Sunday we attend a church service, we’re missing the blessing God intended by
giving us the Sabbath commandment. We should set apart the Lord’s Day as a special day for
worship and for rest from our normal duties. If we do not, we will suffer for it.

Clearly, we are not under the rigorous regulations which applied to the Jewish nation, where God
demanded that a man caught gathering sticks on the Sabbath should be stoned (Nu 15:32-36).
But neither are we free to shrug off the Sabbath principle completely. Some say that Christ is to
be Lord of all our time, so we don’t have to set apart one day a week to Him. That’s like saying
that since all our money belongs to God, we don’t have to give regularly. God knows how we’re
made and that we need one day a week to worship, to rest, and to reflect on spiritual matters.
There is a biblical basis for arguing that that day should be Sunday.

So even though we are not under the letter of the Jewish Law, there is an abiding principle of
setting apart unto the Lord one day each week. We don’t do it to earn points with God or to
check it off our list to prove that we’re spiritual. We don’t take pride in our observance of the
Lord’s Day and condemn those who are not up to our level of spiritual insight. But we should set
aside the Lord’s Day out of love for Him, in order to honor Him.

Bob Deffinbaugh: The Great Sabbath Controversy

While in chapter 5 the Pharisees (first mentioned by Luke in conjunction with the
pronouncement to the paralytic that his sins were forgiven) object to Jesus’ authority to forgive
sins, they do not seem to have come to a resolved opposition against Him. When we come to
verses 6-11 in chapter 6, they have their minds made up. They are no longer looking for
evidence as a basis for making a decision about Jesus, they are looking for proof to validate their
rejection of Him. What began with curiosity, and led to concern, has, by the time we have
reached our text, become condemnation and criticism. . .

Jesus does not want to argue about different methods of interpretation here. The Sermon on the
Mount, as recorded by Matthew, does spell out the differences between the correct interpretation
of the law and those of the Pharisees, but this is not His purpose here. As I understand this text,
Jesus wants to establish His right to violate the law, even though He has not done so. He
therefore grants His opponents their argument (that it was unlawful to harvest on the Sabbath, as
the disciples had done) and presses on to show that they were wrong in accusing Him, not
because of a wrong interpretation of the Sabbath, but because Jesus, as Lord of the Sabbath, had
the right to break the Sabbath.

Our Lord’s argument, as outlined by Luke, is based upon a very simple premise: WHO YOU
ARE DETERMINES WHETHER OR NOT YOU ARE FREE TO BREAK THE SABBATH . ..

If Jesus has fulfilled the Sabbath by coming with a greater rest, then the commandment to keep
the Sabbath can be set aside. Why work to rest under the law when Christ gives rest from the
law?

Furthermore, Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath in the sense that He is greater than the Sabbath, and



thus able to set it aside. To be Lord of the Sabbath is to be Lord over the Sabbath.130 When
Jesus claimed to be Lord of the Sabbath, He claimed to be greater than the Sabbath, in authority

over the Sabbath, and thus far more qualified than David to break the law pertaining to the
Sabbath . . .

One’s perception of the purpose of the Law has everything to do with one’s motivation for
obeying it.

If I view God as harsh and unloving, and His law as restrictive and burdensome, then I will do
everything I can to avoid its instructions. I will distinguish between my joy, my best interest, and
the commands of God. This is exactly what the Pharisees did. For all their talk about keeping the
law, the Pharisees had become experts at avoiding its commands. The very things which God
required most (mercy and compassion), the Pharisees were able to escape, and even to feel
righteous for so doing.

When I once come to the liberating conclusion that the psalmists had long ago reached—that the
law was good, wholesome, and a delight to obey—then I will strive to learn it, to understand it,
and to apply it:

How blessed are those whose way is blameless, Who walk in the law of the Lord. ...
Blessed art Thou, O LORD; Teach me Thy statutes. With my lips I have told of All the
ordinances of Thy mouth. I have rejoiced in the way of Thy testimonies, As much as in all
riches. I will meditate on Thy precepts, And regard Thy ways. I shall delight in Thy
statutes; I shall not forget Thy word.... O how I love Thy law! It is my meditation all the
day (Ps. 119:1, 12-16, 97).

God’s commandments, Old Testament or New, were to be viewed as blessed, a joy to carry out,
and a joy when carried out. That is much needed perspective today. That is not the spirit of
legalism.



TEXT: Luke 6:12-16
TITLE: THE DREAM TEAM — SELECTION OF THE APOSTLES — A FEW GOOD MEN

BIG IDEA:
PAY ATTENTION TO LEADERSHIP SELECTION

INTRODUCTION:

Leadership selection is critical to the success of any enterprise. You must have clearly defined
character qualifications and job definitions. You must both choose wisely and then provide the
necessary mentoring and discipling to equip them to function in their new roles. Jesus was the
Master Trainer. He wrote the book when it comes to Leadership. Here we see Jesus making the
selection of the twelve key players that will serve as the foundation for the NT church.

Background: Jesus had just performed a controversial healing on the Sabbath of a man whose
right hand was withered.

What stage in the ministry of Jesus did this calling of the 12 occur?
- Maybe about midway — marking a transition in his ministry
- Definitely more than year before His crucifixion
- Right before the important Sermon on the Mount

I. (:12-13) CHOOSING OF THE 12 — A SIGNIFICANT MINISTRY TRANSITION

A. (:12) Prayer Preparation
“And it was at this time that He went off to the mountain to pray, and He spent the whole
night in prayer to God.”

Prayer is our #1 Strategy — because that is what prayer was for Jesus

What was Jesus praying about for an entire night? Only place in NT we see this happening
- Must have had a lot to say — was not given to just babbling and multiplying repetitious
words
- Must have had some concerns — for the needs of the multitudes
- For how to develop and train His primary leaders
- Evaluating which disciples to select
- Planning His lengthy Sermon on the Mount

B. (:13) Selection Process
“And when day came, He called His disciples to Him, and chose twelve of them, whom
He also named as apostles:”

Ultimate Reality Show — ahead of His time

Why did he pick 12?
- Parallel with the number of tribes in Israel in the OT — Jesus was divine Messianic King
Matt. 19:28 “you also shall sit on 12 thrones judging the 12 tribes of Israel’”’; cf. need to
replace Judas so that there were still 12 going forward — Matthias (end of Acts 1)




he must be a man who had accompanied them during the whole time of Jesus’ ministry
and who was a witness of His resurrection (Acts 1:21, 22).

- Good number for small group dynamics; ministry of multiplication — book Training of
the 12 — Alexander Bruce, 1901
“The things which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, these
entrust to faithful men, who will be able to teach others also” (2 Tim. 2:2).
How should we expect this principle of multiplication to work in our church context?

Jesus later would choose 70 others for a mission tour (Luke 10:1)

How did the others feel? Any significant ministry for them?
- Body dynamics from 1 Cor. 12; every part of the body must play its role
- No room for jealousy or envy

What would be the role of the 12 as the Apostles as distinct from the other disciples?
- special calling, privilege, charge, mission
- special authority — cf. role of ambassadors
- special authenticating signs and wonders
- special suffering and martyrdom
- several of them wrote a good portion of the NT (Matthew, Peter, James, John)

II. (:14-16) COMPOSITION OF THE 12 -- 6 Groupings of 2 Apostles Each
There are four lists of the apostles: Matthew 10:2-4, Mark 3:16-19, here, and in Acts 1:13.

A. “Simon, whom He also named Peter, and Andrew his brother;”
1. Peter: always mentioned first in list of apostles; strength, power, impetuous,
impulsive, natural leadership qualities, bold; famous failure and then restored by Jesus

Jeremy Myers: Jesus takes this unstable man who always acts before he thinks, and steps into
every pothole, and truly does transform him into a rock.

2. Andrew: always bringing someone to Jesus

Jeremy Myers: Andrew was content to not be the center of attention. We never see him getting
resentful about the attention his brother or some of the other apostles receive. He was pleased to
do what Jesus wanted him to do whether he received recognition or not.

B. and James and John; brothers and cousins of Jesus; sons of thunder
3. James: first of the 12 to be martyred

4. John: the disciple Jesus especially loved, the one to whom Jesus from the cross
entrusted the care of His mother. He became the author of the fourth Gospel, of the three
Johannine Epistles, and of the Book of Revelation. Apostle of Love

C. and Philip and Bartholomew = son of Tholomai [Nathanael];
5. Philip: the evangelist; deliberate; slow in arriving at decisions; earnest inquirer after
truth; from the same town, Bethsaida, as Peter and Andrew.



6. Bartholomew: man of great moral excellence; pure-hearted — “in whom there is no
guile”  John 1:45-51; 21:2

D. and Matthew and Thomas;
7. Matthew (or Levi): tax collector

8. Thomas: doubter; slow to believe in the resurrection

Jeremy Myers: He was more of a brooder than a doubter. He had a tendency to see the negative
side of things. He anticipated the worst in everything.

E. James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon who was called the Zealot;
9. James son of Alphaeus: not much known about him

10. Simon the Zealot: member of the radical political party that was known for its hatred
of Rome, including those who collected taxes for Rome — now teamed with Matthew — made for
interesting group dynamics; the apostles needed a team mentality; required relationship bonding
and trust

F. Judas the son of James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.”
11. Judas - son of James = Thaddeus (Mark 3:18): not much known about him

12. Judas Iscariot: always mentioned last in list of apostles — Keep your friends close
and your enemies closer!

Jeremy Myers: I don’t think Judas intended to kill Christ. In many ways, Judas was just like the
other apostles, including Peter. Judas wanted the Roman government overthrown. He wanted
Christ to be set up as King. He wanted to gain a throne for himself also. He had originally signed
on with Jesus because he thought Jesus was going to pass out glory and honor and riches. But it
never happened. They just kept getting poorer and poorer. They made more and more enemies.
Judas was not getting rich the way he thought he would. He began to steal a few coins from the
money purse now and then. After all, it was only a little bit, and he deserved it for all of his hard
work. And Jesus just wasn’t doing things right. Jesus wasn’t operating the way Judas thought he
should. So Judas decided to give Jesus a little nudge in the right direction.

It was a perfect plan. Judas would hand Jesus over the religious authorities and the government.
When they threatened to kill Jesus, Jesus would defend Himself, and the long awaited revolt
would begin! The outcome would be that Jesus would defeat all his enemies, and Judas and the
other apostles would receive their thrones. Of course, on the other hand, if Jesus ended up not
defending himself, then nothing really was lost, for all Judas had done was unmask a false
Messiah, and Judas would then be in good standing with the rich and powerful rulers of the day.
It was a win-win situation for Judas. There was just one problem which Judas failed to see. What
if Jesus truly was the Messiah, but He had not come to rule and reign, but to serve? Judas must
have heard this a number of times from Jesus, but he never quite grasped it. So because Judas
never grasped what Jesus had come for, Judas tried to grasp at wealth and power instead.

Surprising how little we know about many of these very significant men who formed the
foundation of the NT church. — The story is all about Jesus Christ.



III. LESSONS TO BE LEARNED
A. Importance of Work Ethic -- but you can’t work your way into successful ministry

B. Diversity of Personalities — God loves variety — He created variety!

C. Largely a Blue Collar Group — not the elite of society — not the well-educated and the well-
connected that you might expect would become movers and shakers in such a worldwide
movement; cf. book by John MacArthur: Twelve Ordinary Men

D. Necessity of Commitment — these were all busy men; but at the command of Jesus, they left
everything to follow Him

E. Importance of Relationships — two sets of brothers chosen

F. Redeemed and Transformed Men — Sovereignly chosen and equipped for their task — God is
able to use us despite our sins and failures and inadequacies
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DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) Why don’t we believe there are any apostles today — on the level of the 12 chosen by Jesus?
What is the relationship between present day missionaries and apostles?

2) Are you living and conducting your ministry as if prayer is your #1 strategy?
3) How could Jesus function without any sleep?

4) What do you find encouraging about this list of the apostles?
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QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Alexander Bruce: The selection by Jesus of the twelve from the band of disciples who had
gradually gathered around His person is an important landmark in the Gospel history. It divides
the ministry of our Lord into two portions, nearly equal, possibly, as to duration, but unequal as
to the extent and importance of the work done in each respectively. In the earlier period Jesus
labored single-handed; His miraculous deeds were confined for the most part to a limited area,
and His teaching was in the main of an elementary character. But by the time when the twelve
were chosen, the work of the kingdom had assumed such dimensions as to require organization
and division of labor; and the teaching of Jesus was beginning to be of a deeper and more
elaborate nature, and His gracious activities were taking on ever-widening range.

Steven Cole: The Master’s Men and Method (Luke 6:12-19)
Big Idea: Jesus’ method for ministry was prayerfully to choose a few men to minister to the
needy masses.



The setting for Jesus’ choosing the twelve apostles was the growing hostility against Him (6:12,
“at this time”). Jesus knew that He would not always be with His followers (5:35), and so He
spent the night alone on a mountain with God in prayer. The next morning He chose the twelve
from among the larger number of His disciples. Then, Jesus descended to a place where a great
multitude of needy people surrounded Him, eager to hear Him teach, to be healed of their
diseases, and to be freed from the demonic forces that oppressed them. While verses 17-19
introduce the setting for the sermon that follows, they also tie in to the selection of the twelve.
We see four things here: The needy masses; the powerful Master; the Master’s method of
selecting a few to minister to the many; and the men the Master selected. . .

Luke refers to both “a great multitude of His disciples” and ““a great throng of people from all
Judea and Jerusalem and the coastal region of Tyre and Sidon” (6:17). The multitude of disciples
would include all those who were following Jesus. The fact that the great throng had left their
normal jobs or daily routines and had traveled on foot, some for great distances, to reach Jesus
shows their extreme neediness. Their desperate situation is also pictured in 6:19, as they all try to
touch Jesus, since “power was coming from Him and healing them all.” Some of these people
had carried their loved ones to that place on donkeys or carts on rough, rutted roads. Most were
Jews, but probably many of those from Tyre and Sidon were Gentiles who had heard of Jesus.
But whoever they were and wherever they were from, their sense of great need had impelled
them to overcome the difficulties and get to Jesus. . .

This is the only instance in the New Testament of someone spending the whole night in prayer.
As the perfect Man, the Lord Jesus shows us how we as men and women should live in total
dependence on the Father. Since Luke emphasizes Jesus as the Son of Man, he often shows us
the importance of prayer in Jesus’ life. When Jesus was baptized, He was praying (3:21). When
His popularity was increasing, and multitudes were flocking to Him, Jesus “would often slip
away to the wilderness and pray” (5:16). Just prior to Peter’s confession, Jesus had been praying
(9:18). It was observing Jesus praying that led the disciples to ask, “Lord, teach us to pray (11:1,
2). And, near the end, Jesus faced the prospect of Peter’s denials and His own impending
suffering on the cross through prayer (22:32, 41-45).

Jeremy Myers: A Few Good Men: The Twelve Apostles

Jesus prepares Himself as well as He can for this incredibly important decision. And the amazing
thing about it, is that unlike us, He doesn’t get a good night of sleep. When we face a difficult
decision, or a rough day ahead, we think the most important thing is to get a good night of sleep.
Jesus, on the other hand, realizes that the most important thing for Him is to be in touch and
communion with God. The most important thing for Jesus is to spend the night praying.

Jesus is not only praying for the choice he must make the next day, but also for the healing
(Luke 6:17-19) and teaching (Luke 6:20-49) He would do. Jesus always makes prayer his
number one priority, because without prayer, His ministry would have no power. Did Jesus think
carefully about His choice? Certainly. Did he watch his disciples interact with one another and
base his decision on that? Of course. But prayer and communication with God was the primary
step in making such a decision. John Bunyan once said that “’You can do more than pray after
you have prayed, but you cannot do more than pray until you have prayed.” Jesus knows this,
which is why whenever we see Jesus facing a critical decision, or an important action, he spends
extra time in prayer. Prayer becomes more important for Jesus than food or rest. Prayer was His
spiritual lifeblood. It is His wide open secret to being connected with God.



I found a humorous letter in my files which shows this. It is a fictional letter written to Jesus
from the Jordan Management Consultants. Jesus apparently is looking for some coworkers, and
has submitted some names to these management consultants who write back with their
recommendations. It reads this way (I edited it down):

Dear Sir:

Thank you for submitting the resumes of the twelve men you have picked for managerial
positions in your new organization. It is the staff opinion that most of your nominees are
lacking in background, education and vocational aptitude for the type of enterprise you
are undertaking.

Simon Peter is emotionally unstable and given to fits of temper. Andrew has absolutely
no qualities of leadership.

The two brothers, James and John, the sons of Zebedee, place personal interest above
company loyalty.

Thomas demonstrates a questioning attitude that would tend to undermine morale.

We feel that it is our duty to tell you that Matthew had been blacklisted by the Greater
Jerusalem Better Business Bureau, James, the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus definitely
have radical leanings, and they both registered a high score on the manic-depressive
scale.

One of the candidates, however, shows great potential. He is a man of ability and
resourcefulness, meets people well, has a keen business mind, and has contacts in high
places. He is highly motivated, ambitious, and responsible. We recommend Judas
Iscariot as your controller and right-hand man.

Sincerely, Jordan Management Consultants

You see? God’s way of doing things is not man’s way. According to 1 Corinthians 1:26-29,
God chooses the humble, the lowly, the weak and the meek. He doesn’t choose the strong and
the talented, the powerful and the rich. He chooses those who would never be chosen so that
when He works powerfully through them, everybody knows that only God could do such things.
The people we would pick are not the ones God picks. If you feel like you are not qualified to be
a follower of Jesus, then you are just right. If you feel, however, that you are just what God
needs, then you may have some things to learn before God can start using you.



TEXT: Luke 6:17-26
TITLE: BEATITUDES — BLESSINGS VS WOES

BIG IDEA:
THOSE WHO EMBRACE THE VALUE SYSTEM OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD
RECEIVE BLESSING RATHER THAN CONDEMNATION

INTRODUCTION:

The shocking impact of the message delivered here by Jesus has been blunted by our familiarity
with the Sermon on the Mount. This dramatic contrast between kingdom and worldly value
systems would have been an unexpected challenge to the gathered disciples. Jesus never sugar-
coated what was involved in being a genuine disciple, a true follower. But after counting the
cost, one must conclude that the bountiful promised blessings are more than worth the suffering
and persecution of loyalty to Jesus Christ.

John MacArthur: You see, the teaching of Jesus doesn’t add a little to conventional religious
wisdom. It doesn’t just subtract a little. It replaces it. The teaching of Jesus then and the
teaching of Jesus now...because it’s the same...it’s here in Scripture recorded for all time and
eternity. The teaching of Jesus then and now shatters all man’s basic foundational thinking. It
destroys his motives whether they are secular or religious. It turns man’s world upside-down. It
turns his thinking on its head. The teaching of Jesus then and now is not PC; it’s not political
correct. It’s not CW; it’s not conventional wisdom. In fact, the teaching of Jesus is alien to
everything we consider to be true in the natural mind. It runs counter to everything. It is

the antithesis of human ideas. It is the antithesis of human motivation. . . Now the idea of
blessing and cursing wasn’t new to the Jews. They had Old Testament. They knew whether
God had distinguished the two. Sure He had, Deuteronomy 27 and 28.

THOSE WHO EMBRACE THE VALUE SYSTEM OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD
RECEIVE BLESSING RATHER THAN CONDEMNATION

(:17-19) SETTING

A. (:17) 3 Groups of People Gathered
“And He descended with them, and stood on a level place,; and there was a great
multitude of His disciples, and a great throng of people from all Judea and Jerusalem
and the coastal region of Tyre and Sidon,”

- 12 Apostles
- Larger group of dedicated disciples
- Crowd of onlookers

B. (:18) 3 Activities of Jesus Drawing the Crowds
“who had come to hear Him, and to be healed of their diseases,; and those who were
troubled with unclean spirits were being cured.”

- Teaching Ministry
- Healing Ministry
- Exorcism of Demons



C. (:19) Fundamental Point of Attraction = Power of Jesus to Heal
“And all the multitude were trying to touch Him, for power was coming from Him and
healing them all.”

I. (:20-23) BLESSINGS = HAPPINESS NOW AND FOREVER FOR EMBRACING THE
VALUE SYSTEM OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD

“And turning His gaze on His disciples, He began to say,”
It seems that this portion of the sermon is directed primarily to that middle group = the large
number of disciples.

A. (:20-21) Kingdom Character Traits — Lead to Blessing

(cf. Matt S for more complete list)
“‘Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.
Blessed are you who hunger now, for you shall be satisfied.
Blessed are you who weep now, for you shall laugh.”™

Matthew emphasizes the spiritual aspect of these characteristics — poor in spirit; hunger and
thirst for righteousness; etc. Luke emphasizes the temporary duration of present hardship vs.
future fulfillment which allows the disciples to experience joy and happiness even in the midst of
present difficulties. Disciples must learn what it means to take up the cross and follow Jesus.
They must delay instant gratification for the long term kingdom benefit.

You must adopt kingdom values rather than the world’s values to be truly happy and blessed.

Gene Brooks: Among first century Jews, giving to the poor was one way a wealthy person might
commend himself to God. But among Greek Gentiles, Christ’s affirmation of the poor must have
stunned them. The wealthy Greeks were increasingly dedicated to their own personal fortunes.
The few who did anything for anyone else might endow a library, a school, a bath, or establish a
fund to pay for an annual banquet for the town. But rather than real generosity, they were only
ostentatious displays. Roman society viewed the poor man who worked for hire with disgust, not
pity or respect. Even self-made wealth was looked down on with disdain by the upper classes.
Against this background we can better understand the difficult choice these words call Jesus’
followers to make. If one is to follow Jesus, the values of human society truly must be rejected
and replaced with those appropriate for a kingdom ruled by the Messiah.

Geldenhuys: persons who do not seek their wealth and life in earthly things, but who
acknowledge their own poverty and come to Him to seek real life.

Donald Miller: If you set your heart and bend your whole energies to obtain the things which
the world values, you will get them--but that is all you will ever get. In the expressive modern
phrase, literally, you have had it! But if on the other hand you set your heart and bend all your
energies to be utterly loyal to God and true to Christ, you will run into all kinds of trouble, you
may by the world's standards look unhappy, but much of your payment is still to come; and it
will be joy eternal.



Bob Deffinbaugh: To identify with Christ as His disciples meant adopting Jesus’ lifestyle. For
the eleven this meant poverty, hunger (at times) and weeping, and rejection.

B. (:22-23) Kingdom Persecution Indicates Alignment with Jesus and the OT Prophets --
Leads to Great Reward

“Blessed are you when men hate you, and ostracize you, and cast insults at you, and spurn
your name as evil, for the sake of the Son of Man. 23 Be glad in that day, and leap for joy, for
behold, your reward is great in heaven; for in the same way their fathers used to treat the
prophets.”

Constable: Various forms of persecution will give way to ultimate reward and consequent joy.
Note the logical progression in Luke 6:22 from hatred to ostracism to insults and finally to
character assassination. Luke recorded in Acts that all these forms of persecution overtook the
early Christians. The New Testament epistles also warn Christians about them (e.g, 1 John
3:13; 1 Peter 4:14; James 2:7). Not just the prophets of old but also Jesus Himself experienced
these persecutions. Disciples can expect the same. God will vindicate them eventually and
reward them for their faithfulness (cf. Luke 12:37; Luke 12:42-44; Luke 18:1-8).

II. (:24-26) WOES = CONDEMNATION FOR EMBRACING THE VALUE SYSTEM
OF THE WORLD
A. (:24-25) Worldly Character Traits — Lead to Condemnation

“But woe to you who are rich, for you are receiving your comfort in full.

25 Woe to you who are well-fed now, for you shall be hungry.

Woe to you who laugh now, for you shall mourn and weep.”

John MacArthur:
- Curse of riches
- Curse of satisfaction
- Curse of happiness

Thabiti Anyabwile: In the Bible, when a prophet warned people of condemnation, he would
often begin with the word “woe.” Woe refers to unrelenting sorrow, pain, and agony, the kind
that cannot be relieved. Woe crushes a person. And when prophets pronounce a “woe” against
people, the woe comes at the hand of God’s condemnation. . .

The rich “have received” (v. 24) (past tense) their comfort. Their comfort was their money.
When their lives end and their money is gone, there will be no comfort for them. They will
outlive their money, and their money will outlive its usefulness. All that will be left apart from
Jesus is woe.

The now full live high off the hog. They satisfy their desires now. They have refrigerators full
and money to eat out. Now. But when judgment comes, they will be hungry. Hell for them will
be a constant hungering, never being satisfied, a gnawing in their guts. Their worm will never
die. They had it all in this life, and they will have nothing in the life to come because they did
not have Christ.

Those who are now laughing will not laugh last. They “will mourn and weep” (v. 25). In fact,
many places in the Bible describe judgment and hell as “weeping and gnashing of teeth.” In the



end they will be sorry they spent their lives laughing — laughing in worldly pleasures apart from
Jesus.

The popular — those who knew what it meant to have “all people speak well of you” — will suffer
woe too. . . Popularity is sometimes evidence of God’s condemnation and a disciple’s
unfaithfulness rather than God’s approval or favor.

B. (:26) Widespread Popularity Indicates Alignment with the World’s Value System and
the False Prophets of the OT — Leads to Condemnation
“Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for in the same way their fathers used to
treat the false prophets.”

Constable: The opposite of experiencing persecution (Luke 6:22-23) is having everyone speak
well of you. Disciples who find that everyone thinks that all they are doing is just fine need to
examine their commitment to Jesus Christ. Unbelievers should disagree with and oppose to some
extent those who follow God’s will faithfully because they hold different values. Jesus’
experience is what all of His disciples can expect to reproduce to some extent. False prophets
often win wide acclaim (cf. Jeremiah 5:31).
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DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:
1) How would you define blessing and woe in the context of this text?

2) What values must you must embrace and what values must you reject if you want God’s
blessing on your life?

3) What is involved in living for eternity?

4) Why should we raise concerns when a minister of the gospel seems to enjoy widespread
popularity even within the world system?
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QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Steven Cole: How to Live Happily Ever After (Luke 6:20-26)

The most obvious question is whether or not this sermon in Luke 6 is the same as the Sermon on
the Mount recorded in Matthew 5-7. The bottom line is, we can’t know for certain. There are
solid commentators on both sides of the issue. Luke’s version is much shorter than Matthew’s
(30 verses compared to 107), and there are some differences in the parts that overlap. Both
versions are obviously summaries of longer messages that Jesus delivered. Both begin with a set
of beatitudes and end with the parable of building the two houses, although there are differences
in many of the details.

The most obvious difference is that Matthew 5:1 reports that Jesus went up on a mountain to
deliver this sermon, whereas Luke 6:17 states that He descended to a level place. . .



Jesus draws a clear line between two groups of people, so that you must identify yourself with
one group or the other. You can’t straddle the line. On the one hand are those who are poor, who
hunger now, who weep now, and who are despised by men because of their identification with
Jesus. These folks are blessed because of both present, but mainly future, rewards. On the other
hand are those who are rich, who are well-fed now, who laugh now, and who are acclaimed by
men. These are under woe because of what awaits them.

These terms, “poor, hungry, and those who weep,” are not exclusively spiritual, in that those who
are destitute of life’s essentials are often much more aware of their spiritual need before God.
Those who are rich in this world’s goods often do not sense their desperate need for God. But the
terms are primarily spiritual in that Jesus did not come to offer Himself on the cross to deliver
men from physical poverty, hunger, and grief. He came to deliver sinners from their spiritual
poverty, spiritual hunger, and grief over sin. . .

The kingdom Jesus speaks of is both a present reality and a future promise. To the poor who
have followed Him, Jesus says, “Yours is the kingdom of God.” They presently possess it. In this
sense, the kingdom means living decidedly under the lordship of Jesus, obeying His commands,
living with the aim of pleasing Him. But, the kingdom is also a future promise, in that Jesus
plainly taught that He would return to reign on the throne of David and to rule the nations with a
rod of iron. In this sense, Jesus’ followers all mourn at the present reign of darkness under the
prince of this world, and we long for the soon-coming day when, according to His promise, there
will be a new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells (2 Pet. 3:13).

J. Ligon Duncan: Poor, Hungry, Weeping, Hated, Rejected...and Blessed! 6:20-23

He tells them about the nature of true happiness in the midst of the most unimaginable suffering
because Jesus is a good and a wise and a kind King, and He is the master discipler, and He
doesn't want His people to be caught off guard about what they’re about to be up against. He
wants them to be prepared for the fight. He wants them to be built for the battle. He wants them
to be able to rejoice in sorrow. He wants them to be able to value the things that last, and so He
has to say what He says here in verses 20-23 especially.

To experience blessing is to experience the favor of God, so to be blessed is to be truly, deeply,
everlastingly favored by God to know deep, true, real happiness because of the blessing of God.
And Jesus wants His disciples to experience that kind of blessedness, that kind of true, deep, real,
lasting happiness. He wants, expects, and His whole ministry is pointed toward them having that
blessing. . .

Now, a couple of things immediately pop into your mind — this is happiness? Thank you for
laughing! Yes, that's the right response. This is ridiculous! What do you mean this is happiness?
And the second question that pops into your mind is — where does this happiness come from?
Because I don't think it's coming from the poverty and the hunger and the weeping and the hatred
and the reviling and the spurning and the rejection and the death — I don't think that's where it's
coming from. . .

Happiness is when you have nothing left but Me. Happiness is when you’re dirt poor but you still
have Me. .. Whenever we've lived, if we've been a disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ, anytime in
history, we're all called to a battle of trust and of treasure. Will I trust God in the mess that I find
myself in right now, and will I treasure Jesus more than anything?



J. Ligon Duncan: Blessed or Cursed? Weal or Woe — 6:20-26

The blessings and woes are designed to exalt what the world despises and reject what the world
admires. . . what you value most, is going to set you apart from the world around you. What you
treasure most is going to set you apart from the world around you. So let me explain it to you this
way, disciple — you are going to be blessed, even when you are poor, because you understand
that I am the only real treasure. You’re going to be blessed, even when you’re hungry, because
you understand that I am the bread of life. You’re going to be blessed, even when you are
weeping, because you know that I came to bring joy inexpressible and fully of glory. You're
going to be blessed, even when you are friendless, because I am the friend of sinners, and I will
never leave you or forsake you. You’re going to be blessed, even when you are persecuted for
My sake, because frankly, I'm worth it.”

Gene Brooks: Those who point to discrepancies between this passage and Matt. 5-7 ignore the
obvious. We don’t find it unusual when politicians repeat the same themes and comments in
speech after speech. Why should anyone expect Jesus, traveling and teaching about the kingdom
He is bringing in, never to repeat Himself? Luke purposefully places this sermon “on a level
place” (Luke 6:17) so we will not mistake it for Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount (Matt 5:1).
While it touches on many of the same subjects, it is an entirely different sermon. Not only the
geography, but the Sermon on the Mount was only to his disciples (until Matt 7:12) while
crowds came to hear (Luke 6:18) the Sermon on the Plain, even though he directed it to his
disciples (Luke 6:20). Matthew’s sermon is placed earlier in the Galilean ministry and precedes
the calling of the Twelve. Matthew’s version is much fuller than Luke’s, and there are
considerable differences in details. Matthew has nine Beatitudes while Luke selects the first,
fourth, second, and ninth, but adds four woes, recalling OT prophetic language (Deut 27-28).
While the first eight of Matthew’s Beatitudes are in third person, Luke’s are all in second. What
is most significant is not the differences between the accounts, but rather the fundamental
consistency. Both begin with the Beatitudes and end with the wise and foolish builders. Both
include love for enemies, judging others, and trees known by their fruit. Those who heard Jesus
were so deeply impressed that when Luke interviewed them years later, they remembered his
teachings with great clarity.

Bob Deffinbaugh: Defining Discipleship

The point of the passage is clear. Men must make a decision as to their values and their priorities.
We must all choose to forsake some things in the pursuit of others. Not all men must forsake
wealth to follow Christ, although all must forsake the love of money. Life involves choices. We
must choose what in life to pursue. Every choice has both benefits (blessings) and a price to pay.
The gospel of Jesus Christ is the good news of a gift, the gift of eternal life, which is of infinite
value. To have it is worth the loss of anything else. The price is that we must acknowledge our
sins and trust only in Christ. We must forsake all other gods and follow Christ alone. If such a
choice comes at the price of poverty, hunger, sadness and rejection, it is well worth it, and it is
still blessed.



TEXT: Luke 6:27-38
TITLE: RADICAL LOVE AND MERCY

BIG IDEA:

LOVING OUR ENEMIES
- DISTINGUISHES DISCIPLES FROM THE WORLD
- REVEALS OUR CONNECTION TO OUR MERCIFUL FATHER AND
- IMPROVES OUR RELATIONSHIP FOR THE SAKE OF EVANGELISM

INTRODUCTION:

The command to love our neighbor as ourself is radical enough once we understand who our
neighbor is. But Jesus challenges His disciples to an even more radical level of love in our text
for today when he commands love towards our enemies. Our natural self is selfishly bent
towards retaliation and payback. But if we are to prove ourselves to be genuine sons of a most
loving and merciful heavenly Father we must display His character in our actions towards others.
Remember, the goal is to win our enemies to Christ. We must have evangelism at the forefront
of our relationship with our enemies.

LOVING OUR ENEMIES
- DISTINGUISHES DISCIPLES FROM THE WORLD
- REVEALS OUR CONNECTION TO OUR MERCIFUL FATHER AND
-  IMPROVES OUR RELATIONSHIP FOR THE SAKE OF EVANGELISM

I. (:27-31) COMMAND TO LOVE EVEN OUR ENEMIES
“But I say to you who hear,”

Jesus is about to speak startling words of truth that are radically different from the traditional
rabbinical teachings of His time.

A. (:27-28) Practice Love and Goodness to Your Enemies

“love your enemies,

do good to those who hate you,
bless those who curse you,
pray for those who mistreat you.”

Good definition of enemies provided here = those who hate you, curse you and mistreat you.
Who were the enemies of Jesus and the disciples? Certainly the religious leaders who had grown
in their opposition to the ministry of Jesus. But each individual would have personal enemies as
well.

Dr. Ralph Wilson: Jesus uses some heavy words to describe the Christian-haters:
- Greek echthros means "the (personal) enemy" from echtho, "to hate." Ethros means
"hateful," and as a noun, "adversary, enemy, foe."

- Greek miseo means "hate, persecute in hatred, detest, abhor." These are people with an
active desire for our hurt. Miseo is particularly used as "to persecute." There is a
malicious attitude. These are people you can't turn your back on.



- Greek kataraomai means "to curse." Curses are utterances that are designed to bring
harm by supernatural operation.

- Greek epereazo means "threaten, mistreat, abuse."

Loving them will involve doing practical acts of goodness towards them, actively blessing them
and purposefully praying for their welfare.

Geldenhuys: The Jews limited the divine commandment to love one’s neighbor (Lev. xix. 18) by
regarding only fellow-Jews as their neighbors (and then only those who were looked upon by
them as worthy fellow-countrymen). Jesus, however, rejects this false limitation completely and
commands that even one’s enemies should be treated with affection and good-will.

Ray Pritchard: Refuse to speak evil of them. That’s what Jesus meant when he said, “Bless those
who curse you.” It means you refuse to think evil thoughts and you refuse to speak evil words
against those who have wronged you. Proverbs has a great deal to say about the power of words.
“The tongue has the power of life and death, and those who love it will eat its fruit’ (Proverbs
18:21 NIV). Every time we open our mouth, life or death comes out.

B. (:29) Practice Unnatural Restraint and Undeserved Kindness
1. (:29a) Unnatural Restraint
“Whoever hits you on the cheek, offer him the other also;”

2. (:29b) Undeserved Kindness
“and whoever takes away your coat, do not withhold your shirt from him either.”

Jesus uses hyperbole to make His point.

C. (:30) Practice Unlimited Generosity
“Give to everyone who asks of you,
and whoever takes away what is yours, do not demand it back.”

D. (:31) Practice the Golden Rule to Everyone
“And just as you want people to treat you, treat them in the same way.”

This will be developed in more detail in vs 37-38 below

Ray Ritchie: Notice that our Lord did not lay out principles of passive resistance, but rather
principles of aggressive love. The apostle Paul summarized the spiritual principles of aggressive
love in Romans 12:17-21: "Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. . . . If possible so far as it
depends on you, be at peace with all men. Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room
for the wrath of God, for it is written, 'Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord' (Deut.
32:35). But if your enemy is hungry, [aggressive love] feed him, and if he is thirsty, [aggressive
love] give him a drink (Prov. 25: 21f). Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil
[aggressive love] with good."

II. (:32-34) CONTRAST BETWEEN RADICAL CHRIST-LIKE LOVE AND LOVE



PRACTICED BY THE WORLD -3 EXAMPLES TO PROVE HIS POINT
A. (:32) Regarding Loving

“And if you love those who love you, what credit is that to you?

For even sinners love those who love them.”

B. (:33) Regarding Doing Good
“And if you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you?
For even sinners do the same.”

C. (:34) Regarding Lending Expecting Nothing in Return
“And if you lend to those from whom you expect to receive, what credit is that to you?
Even sinners lend to sinners, in order to receive back the same amount.”

Lenski: The three illustrations used bring out most clearly the unselfishness of the love that Jesus
demands.

Leon Morris: It is easy for the Christian to congratulate himself on some virtue he fancies he
detects in himself. But before he can claim that he is obeying Christ’s command, he should ask
whether he is doing anything more than sinners do in similar circumstances.

IIL. (:35-36) CONNECTION TO THE FATHER EXPLAINS WHY WE ARE TO LOVE
IN THIS MANNER AND TO THIS EXTENT
A. (:35a) Repetition of the Command

“But love your enemies,

and do good,

and lend, expecting nothing in return,”

Jeremy Myers: Illustration: David Cho, pastor of the world’s largest church in Seoul, Korea —
with some 750,000 members — has an interesting rule for his congregation. He tells them that
they are not allowed to witness to someone until they have performed three good deeds for them.
They are actually forbidden to mention the name of Jesus until they have first helped that person
fix an appliance, or brought them a meal when they were sick, or helped them construct their
house. Pastor Cho believes that only after three such acts will the heart be open to the gospel.

B. (:35b) Reward Promised
“and your reward will be great,”

C. (:35¢) Reason for Obedience is Your Connection to the Father —
by Nature and by Action
1. Connection by Nature
“and you will be sons of the Most High,”

Ray Pritchard: God specializes in being kind to the unkind and showing mercy to mean people.
He specializes in showering grace upon sinners and he loves to turn enemies into friends. When
we love our enemies, we’re showing forth the character of God to the world and proving that we
are part of God’s family. There ought to be a family resemblance that even the unsaved can spot.

Lenski: Love, etc., to our fellow men does not make us sons of the Highest but proves us such



sons, namely by revealing that we are truly like him in character and in action.

2. Connection by Action
“for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men.”

D. (:36) Repetition of the Command Now Linked to Family Character
“Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.”

Liefeld: singles out that area of life in which, given the preceding examples, one is very likely to
come short. The Pharisees tithed spices but neglected “justice, mercy and faithfulness” (Matt
23:23). The believer’s righteousness must exceed theirs (Matt 5:20).

IV. (:37-38) COMMAND TO PURSUE GRACIOUS PARDON OVER JUDGMENTAL
CONDEMNATION - WITH CORRESPONDING BENEFITS THAT IMPROVE OUR
RELATIONSHIP FOR THE SAKE OF EVANGELISM

This is one of the most misunderstood and misapplied commands in all of Scripture. We must
tread carefully here and be precise in our distinctions and definitions and applications. We will
get the interpretation wrong if we fail to take into account the above context of the overall
passage.

J. Ligon Duncan: Context: falls within the larger context of this section where Jesus is talking
about how we can love those who don't love us or how we can love those who have failed us in
some significant way or how we can love those who have not loved us well. . .

Does that mean that we will ignore the cause of justice? No. Does that mean that we will sweep
all wickedness and evil doing under the carpet and pretend like it isn't there? No. Does it mean
that we will forever forsake availing ourselves of the judicial instruments of government? No. It
doesn't mean any of that. But it does mean in our dealing relationally with those who have done
us wrong, who have not loved us, or who have not loved us well, there will always be, even
when we are following the dictates of justice and meeting out the requirements of right and
wrong, there will be a savor of compassion, mercy and grace in our dealings

A. (:37-38a) Clear Command With Corresponding Benefits —
Pursue Gracious Pardon Over Judgmental Condemnation
1. Command Stated Negatively -- With Corresponding Benefits
a. Do Not Judge — Critical Disposition
“And do not judge and you will not be judged,”

What type of Judging is prohibited here? Certainly not all judging because we are commanded
to exercise discernment — to judge the words and actions of others

What type of judging and condemning had just been demonstrated by the scribes and Pharisees
in the previous section regarding the two Sabbath controversies?

Steven Cole: To judge others is to look down on them with a condemning spirit, presuming that
we know their heart motives. It stems from a self-righteous spirit on our part. To judge someone
stems from a desire to get even or to make the person pay for what he did. We don’t want God to



pardon him; we want God to zap him! We would be gratified to hear that the guy got into major
trials: “It serves him right after what he did to me!” If we heard that he repented and God saved
him, we would think, “That’s not fair!” All of this reflects a spirit of judgment on our part, not a
spirit of mercy.

b. Do Not Condemn — Punishing Disposition
“and do not condemn, and you will not be condemned;”

When you are not judged and not condemned by your enemies you will have greater opportunity
to reach the with the gospel

2. Command Stated Positively -- With Corresponding Benefits
a. Pardon — Merciful Disposition
“pardon, and you will be pardoned.”

1 Cor. 13 teaches that love gives others the benefit of the doubt rather than holding them to
severe standards

b. Give — Gracious Disposition
“Give, and it will be given to you,
good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over,
they will pour into your lap.”

Here the statement of corresponding benefits is expanded to show the abundant blessings that
will flow to those who show mercy and grace

Steven Cole: Does our Lord mean that people will treat us that way? Or, does He mean

that God will treat us that way? I take it to mean both. On the human plane, the statements are
proverbial in the sense that they are generally true, not absolutely true in every case. It is
generally true that if you are a merciful person, not condemning others for their faults, others will
be gracious toward you. If you are quick to forgive, others will be prone to forgive you. If you
are generous, others will be generous toward you. On the other hand, if you condemn people, if
you refuse to forgive, if you are stingy, it will come back to you.

When you are pardoned and shown grace by your enemies you will have improved your
relationship and gained a better foothold for evangelism.

B. (:38b) Fundamental Principle — You Will Get What You Give
“For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in return.”

Steven Cole: The description “good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, they
will pour into your lap” comes from the grain markets of that day. A good merchant would pour
grain into his measure. Then he would press it down and shake it so that it would settle. Then he
would pour in more grain until it ran over. He would take that overflowing measure and pour it
into the lap of your robe, which could be pulled up to serve as a big pocket. That’s how God
poured out His generous mercy on us! That’s how we should respond to needy people. To show
mercy to others means not to judge them, to pardon them, and to be generous toward them.
Children of the merciful heavenly Father should be marked by such mercy, even toward those
who have wronged us.



Cf. the Golden Rule — How do you want others to treat you? Let that govern your disposition
Boomerang effect — back at you
What goes around comes around

J. Ligon Duncan: it is God's normal principle of providence over His children, that as they
measure out in these circumstances, so He will measure back to them.

Steven Cole: Illustration - General Oglethorpe once said to John Wesley, “I never forgive and I
never forget.” Wesley replied, “Then, sir, [ hope you never sin.” If we are sinners who need
mercy, we must show God’s mercy to those who have wronged us. Jesus goes on to show us that
rather than judging others, our focus should be on judging ourselves.

Geldenhuys: Only God knows and understands every person in all his circumstances and
conditions, and only He has in the final instance the right to judge as to the guilt or innocence of
any person, and to condemn where His salvation has been rejected. No human being has the
power or the right to this. By His words the Lord does not prohibit the administration of justice
in law-courts or the distinction between good and evil, but he does forbid the attitude of those
people who want to appoint themselves in God’s place as judges over their fellow-men and to
judge and condemn right and left. According to the light we possess we must distinguish
between good and evil and in His power first combat the evil in ourselves and then in others.
But we are never to encroach upon God’s right to judge and to condemn. We must avoid all
censoriousness and revengefulness, and forgive those who have sinned against us.

MacArthur: Jesus said, “If you love people like this, they’ll love you back like that.” You can
actually be loved by sinners. Christians need a good dose of this, don’t they? We live in a time
when Christians are making enemies out of the mission field. Wouldn’t you like sinners to do
that? You love them. Love your persecutors. Love sinners and they will love you back the way
you love them. That’s how sinners love. They love those who love them. They do good to
those who do good to them. They lend to those who lend to them. That’s the way they

work. The problem is, that’s all they can do. But you can love your enemies and benefit.

And what is the goal? The goal, then, would be to have sinners not judge you, not condemn you,
forgive you for the offense against them, and be generous with you. If that’s the case, that would
indicate that they have accepted you, and you now have an opportunity to proclaim to them -
what? - the gospel.

So take advantage of sinners’ limitations. They can’t love their enemies, but you can. They do
love those who love them, they do give to those who give to them, and they do good to those
who do good to them. You do that when they are enemies, and you will lay down a testimony
that you are not like them, but you are like God, who loves His enemies compassionately, kindly,
mercifully, invitingly, and that becomes the basis of your witness. This is what marks a true
disciple.

* %k %k sk sk ok ok ok ok ok



DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) Who do you see as your enemies?

2) What are the types of practical ways we can show love to our enemies in our culture?

3) Where do you see yourself turning the other cheek and giving expecting nothing in return?

4) How will the radical love of a Christian look different from the type of love the world knows?

* sk ok sk ok sk ok sk ok sk

QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Steven Cole: Radical Love (Luke 6:27-35)

God’s radical love extends to all people, even to those who are ungrateful and evil. As His
children, our love should reflect His love. While in Matthew Jesus sets forth this radical love
against the backdrop of pharisaic misinterpretations, Luke, writing primarily for Gentiles, sets it
before us in raw form. He shows us that we must love all people, not just those who are nice to
us. Further, it is not enough passively to endure wrongs. We must actively engage in good deeds
toward those who have treated us wrongfully. Our love must be self-denying, not self-seeking.
We must set aside what we think to be our personal rights if we want to follow our Lord in
practicing this radical love. . .

Clearly, Jesus is confronting our sinful motives of selfishness, greed, and standing for our rights.
We’re all prone to blame others and exonerate ourselves. But Jesus here aims at our hearts and
challenges us to apply it. When He says, “But I say to you who hear” (6:27), He is contrasting it
with those who are under woe because they do not hear so as to obey. Those who really hear
what Jesus says will not point the finger at others; they will point it at themselves and will deal
with their wrong motives. To sum up, we should not take Jesus’ commands with a strict
literalism that contradicts other Scripture, but neither should we dodge their cutting edge. They
convict us all and we all need to grow in this radical love. Jesus’ teaching falls under four points:

1. Radical love requires responding to wrongs with positive ministry toward the wrongdoer, not
with retaliation (6:27-30).

2. Radical love requires treating others as we wish to be treated (6:31).

3. Radical love exceeds the world’s standards of love (6:32-34).

4. Radical love shows the nature of God to people who desperately need Him (6:35).

John Stott: ...all human love, even the highest, the noblest and the best, is contaminated to some
degree by the impurities of self-interest. We Christians are specifically called to love our
enemies (in which love there is no self-interest) and this is impossible without the supernatural
grace of God flowing through us. . . . The question Jesus asked is 'What more are you doing than
others?' This simple word 'more' is the quintessence of what he is saying. It is not enough for
Christians to resemble non-Christians; our calling is to outstrip them in virtue. Our righteousness
is to exceed that of the Pharisees and our love is to be more than that of the Gentiles.

Jeremy Myers: Understand though, what loving our enemies does not mean. It doesn’t mean we
support them in what they do, or agree with them, or even necessarily become good friends with



them. Loving our enemies means that when they hate us, we love them in return. It means that
the cycle of hate, the cycle of revenge, the cycle of retaliation stops with us. You can be angry at
a person for what they do, and yet still love them. Jesus was upset at the people of Jerusalem for
how they abused and murdered the prophets, and yet He still shed loving tears over the city.
Jesus, as always, is our best example for how to live out such principles.

Wiersbe: We must not look at these admonitions as a series of rules to be obeyed. They describe
an attitude of heart that expresses itself positively when others are negative, and generously
when others are selfish, all to the glory of God. It is an inner disposition, not a legal duty. We
must have wisdom to know when to turn the other cheek and when to claim our rights (John
18:22-23; Acts 16:35-40). Even Christian love must exercise discernment (Phil. 1:9-11).

Two principles stand out: we must treat others as we would want to be treated (Luke 6:31),
which assumes we want the very best spiritually for ourselves; and we must imitate our Father in
heaven and be merciful (Luke 6:36). The important thing is not that we are vindicated before
our enemies but that we become more like God in our character (Luke 6:35).



TEXT: Luke 6:39-45
TITLE: WARNING AGAINST FOLLOWING THE WRONG TYPE OF SPIRITUAL LEADERS

BIG IDEA:
BE CAREFUL WHOM YOU FOLLOW —
4 TYPES OF LEADERS NOT TO FOLLOW

INTRODUCTION:

As parents we understand how important it is for our children to have good role models. We
know that children very easily can pick up bad traits from having friends who are a bad
influence. “Bad company corrupts good morals.”

When it comes to spiritual discipleship, the same principles apply — but with much more serious
impact. The type of leaders who disciple you will play a determining factor in your spiritual
development. Jesus has been interacting with the religious leaders of his day. They were secure
in their self-righteousness and placed themselves on a pedestal as model teachers and interpreters
of God’s law. But they had no clue regarding spirituality as demonstrated by their hostile
reaction to the Son of God Himself.

Jesus at the same time was training His disciples to be effective leaders down the road. He
wanted to clearly expose the types of characteristics that would disqualify someone from
effectively discipling others.

Morris: Jesus now turns to the responsibility that rests on disciples to make more disciples.
Offers a series of very short metaphors — introduced as “parables”
Anyabwile: Be careful whom you follow.

MacArthur: The options were clear on that day on the hillside in Galilee when Jesus was giving
this sermon on the mount, as it is called. And what Jesus is saying here is you have leaders in
your nation: Pharisees, scribes, priests, the spiritual establishment of Judaism, and you have Me,
and you have to choose between us. They are spiritually deadly and I give life. That is clearly
the issue in this sermon because the closing illustration in verse 46, “Why do you call me

‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not what I say? Everyone who comes to Me and hears My words and acts
upon them, I will show you whom he is like.”

4 TYPES OF LEADERS NOT TO FOLLOW

I. (:39) THE BLIND - YOU NEED DISCERNMENT = LIGHT VS DARKNESS
“And He also spoke a parable to them: ‘A blind man cannot guide a blind man, can he?
Will they not both fall into a pit? ™

MacArthur: In fact, what I just read you is four little proverbs, or four parables. You think of a
parable, you think of a long story, a protracted story. But a parable can be one line. It can be
synonymous with an analogy, an illustration, a proverb. You have in the Gospel of Luke in a
number of places, chapter 12 and several other places further on, parables that are



prolonged. You also have parables that are one brief sentence, such as in 4:23, 5:36. And here
you have very brief pithy little parables, or proverbs, or axioms, truisms, self-evident truths. . .

Blindness is used metaphorically, both in the Old Testament and the New Testament, for being
void of truth, for not having any spiritual sight, or insight. Isaiah 29:10, Isaiah 44:18,
Jeremiah 5:21, many other passages. Psalm 82:5 says, “The wicked don’t know, nor do they
understand; they walk about in darkness;” that’s a categorical description. Second Corinthians
4:4, “The god of this world has blinded their minds.” People who don’t know God are blind to
truth and if you follow them, you’re going to end up in the pit.

Don’t follow spiritual leaders like the Pharisees who will only lead you into the pit. Instead,
follow Jesus as your Master since He can make you a true disciple who will be equipped to
disciple others.

Factors contributing to Blindness:
- Condition of the heart of natural man — unable to grasp spiritual truth (1 Cor. 2)
- Tradition
- Sin
- Prejudice
- Narrow scope of vision (like horse with blinder on)
- Activity of Satan (2 Cor. 4:3-4)

II. (:40) THE NOVICE - YOU NEED EXPERIENCE AND WISDOM = EXPERTISE
“A pupil is not above his teacher, but everyone, after he has been fully trained,
will be like his teacher.”

Some people are not very coachable — especially those who think they know it all already.
Characterized by arrogance and pride.
To be a good teacher you must first be teachable.

Paul was able to exhort: “Imitate me as I imitate Christ.”

Mark Twain once said “it only took two characteristics to be a preacher: ignorance and
confidence.”

When you think of the model of Teacher/Student relationship back in days of Jesus, there was a
very singular focus on the person who was providing the training. As the sources of input
broaden, you lose somewhat the force of this proverbial saying. But the principle still holds that
the disciple is not going to progress beyond the Master.

That is why even in the business world, leadership development gurus stress the importance of
effective mentoring. It is important not only to know what you know . . . but to know what you
don’t know.

Lenski: In the whole sermon Jesus is trying to imbue his disciples with his own spirit and his
principles. Those who are at this time his disciples are such only because they have in some
measure imbibed his spirit. They will thus never get above him, for if they absorb some other
spirit they will become only renegades and apostates who are no longer “under” him but far from



him. The relation expressed by Jesus is one that has no exceptions.

I11. (:41-42) THE HYPOCRITE - YOU NEED INTEGRITY = WALK THE TALK
A. (:41-42a) Tendency to Concentrate on the Sins of Others

1. (:41) Inspection

“And why do you look at the speck that is in your brother's eye,

but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?”

Shows sense of humor on the part of Jesus — would make an effective cartoon

2. (:42a) Confrontation
“Or how can you say to your brother, 'Brother, let me take out the speck that is in
your eye,' when you yourself do not see the log that is in your own eye?”

David Guzik: Our hypocrisy in these matters is almost always more evident to others than to
ourselves. We may find a way to ignore the plank in our own eye, but others notice it
immediately. A good example of this kind of hypocrisy was David’s reaction to Nathan’s story
about a man who unjustly stole and killed another man’s lamb. David quickly condemned the
man, but was blind to his own sin, which was much greater (2 Samuel 12:1-9).

B. (:42b) Priority of Dealing With Your Own Sins
“You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to
take out the speck that is in your brother's eye.”

Donald Miller: To try to exercise moral authority over others without first having subjected
one’s self to the most careful moral judgment, is like trying to remove a “speck” from the eye of
another with a ‘/og” in one’s own eye.

Anyabwile: Deal With Your Own Stuff -- If you have ever taken a flight on an airplane, you
have heard an illustration of this point. Before takeoff, the attendant reviews the safety
instructions, including instructions for putting on oxygen masks in case of an emergency. The
attendant tells the passengers they must put on their own mask before helping those around them.
So it is with our sin and the sins of others.

MacArthur: Here’s the problem false teachers have. They can’t fix you because they can’t fix
themselves. They can’t solve your problem because they’ve got a massive one of their

own. This is really very - it’s cartoonish. The word “speck,” karphos, means “a chip.” This is
not a tiny little piece of sand like you get in your eye. This would be like a wood chip or a piece
of chaff or straw, serious problem in your eye. . .

Self-righteousness is the sin that Jesus repeatedly condemned the scribes and Pharisees for, not
only in the Sermon on the Mount, but all the way through His entire ministry. Self-righteousness
is a sin of blindness, it puts a beam in your eye so you can’t see reality. It distorts your vision of
everything because there you are looking at your own wretched sinfulness and you can’t see

it. You won’t see it.



IV. (:43-45) THE UNRIGHTEOUS - YOU NEED RIGHTEOUSNESS = PROVEN BY
FRUIT
A. (:43-44) The Condition of the Tree Will Show Itself in Fruit — Good vs Bad
1. (:43) No Exceptions
“For there is no good tree which produces bad fruit;
nor, on the other hand, a bad tree which produces good fruit.”

2. (:44a) No Surprises
“For each tree is known by its own fruit.”

Morris: A man’s deeds show what he is like at heart.

3. (:44b) Clear Expectations
“For men do not gather figs from thorns,
nor do they pick grapes from a briar bush.”

B. (:45) The Condition of the Heart Will Show Itself in Speech — Good vs Evil
1. (:45a) No Exceptions
“The good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth what is good;
and the evil man out of the evil treasure brings forth what is evil;”

Donald Miller: What is a true heart? It is the disposition to obey. True discipleship is the glad
acknowledgment of Christ’s Lordship. And this acknowledgment lies in obedience. It is not
enough to call Jesus Lord with the lips. One must own his Lordship with an obedient life.

Warren Wiersbe: A man who apologized for swearing by saying, “It really wasn’t in me!” heard
a friend say, “It had to be in you or it couldn’t have come out of you!”

2. (:45b) No Surprises
“for his mouth speaks from that which fills his heart.”

J. C. Ryle: What kind of evidence do our words supply as to the state of our hearts? Do we talk
like men whose hearts are "right in the sight of God?"--There is no evading the doctrine laid
down by our Lord in this passage. Conduct is the grand test of character. Words are one great
evidence of the condition of the heart.

We need the righteousness of Christ because our hearts are evil. Otherwise we won’t love
others; we won’t show mercy and be gracious; we won’t deal with our own sin; we will be super
critical and always finding fault with others; we will be arrogant and resistant to the truth of
God’s Word. We need the righteousness of Christ.

% ok %k ok % ok k% ok
DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) How can you seek counsel from others to uncover any blind spots in your life or in your
understanding of the Scriptures?



2) How does a model of discipleship within the context of a church help to mitigate against the
limitations of being discipled by just one individual?

3) Where have you been able to identify your own spiritual faults and effectively address them?

4) When have you been tempted to give someone a pass and assume their Christian profession is
valid despite an absence of visible fruit?
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QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Anyabwile: Again our world tells us, “You cannot know someone’s heart.” The culture
proclaims that “judging someone’s heart” is about the most immoral thing we can attempt.
Everyone says the heart is a secret place, closed off to the world, and no one must tell you what
lies in your hart.

Consider what the Great Moral Teacher says. All of us are like fruit trees. We produce either
good fruit or bad fruit. The fruit we produce actually comes from our hearts. The invisible
things of the heart are revealed by the visible actions and audible words of a person. We do not
see into another person’s heart, but that does not mean the heart never reveals itself. The words
and actions tell us what lies beyond natural sight in the heart. . .

We will not discern or judge the hearts of others with any kind of clarity of accuracy unless we
are first generous in our posture toward them, are following sound teaching ourselves, and are
eager to deal with our own stuff first. . . A generous posture keeps us from being mean and
stingy in our judgments. Following sound teaching helps us know what is and is not moral.
Dealing with our own sin creates compassion and integrity.

MacArthur: So be careful who you follow, folks. Be careful who your teacher is. The world is
full of teachers, spiritual terrorists hiding in apparently safe places, dispensing spiritual

anthrax, and doing it in a way that is so deceptive and so subtle people are literally inhaling it
gladly. And in the end, they wind up in the pit because their teachers are blind, they are earthly,
they are hypocritical, and they are evil. And what they produce is the same blindness, the same
earthiness, the same hypocrisy, and the same evil that is characteristic of their own lives.

Steven Cole - Some commentators struggle with the flow of thought here, but I think there is a
logical flow. Jesus was speaking primarily to His disciples, whom He was training to be
leaders. Rather than judging others (Lu 6:36-38), they must judge themselves or they will be
like blind guides of the blind, whose followers would be just like them (Lu 6:39-40). Thus they
must take the log out of their own eye before they try to help others with the speck in their eye
(Lu 6:41-42). As they examine themselves, they should look at their fruit (Lu 6:43-45). If their
words are judgmental, bitter, and evil, it indicates that their hearts are evil. But if they are
merciful, forgiving, and generous, it indicates that God has truly done a work of grace in their
hearts. That is the flow of thought here.

Joanie Yoder: Our Daily Bread — Pointer and Beaners — Luke 6:42
Some people make judging others their specialty. According to some century-old church records,
a congregation in a small midwestern town in the United States appointed two officers in the



church and gave them the titles of “Pointer” and “Beaner.” They each had a special responsibility
during the Sunday sermons.

The duty of Pointer was to call out the names of those in the congregation who needed to take
particular note of the sermon. Beaner’s task was to sit in the choir loft with a bean shooter (no
doubt the envy of young boys) and awaken drowsy attenders with a well-aimed bean. Who
would want to attend that church?

Jesus warned about the danger of pointing out the faults of others. He said people with planks in
their eyes should not attempt to remove specks out of other people’s eyes. He challenged His
hearers to choose humility rather than hypocrisy by always applying the truth to themselves
before noting the faults in others.

What would people find in our churches today? Those who specialize in speck removal or plank
removal? If it’s the latter, they’ll likely hear someone say, “I’'m glad I heard today’s sermon—I
really needed it!” And they may want to return next Sunday.

By grace one day I came to see
That it would wiser be
To cease my criticizing "them"
And right what's wrong with me.
—Beck

Be patient with the faults of others; they have to be patient with yours.



TEXT: Luke 6:46-49
TITLE: TWO CONTRASTING FOUNDATIONS

BIG IDEA:
SPIRITUAL SECURITY COMES FROM OBEYING THE WORD OF THE LORD

INTRODUCTION:

This is one of the simplest lessons the Lord Jesus ever taught His disciples. It is a familiar story
to any child from their Sunday School days. The interpretation is straightforward. The
application is what is critical. Obedience to Christ is not optional. It lies at the heart of genuine
conversion and true discipleship. The false dichotomy between accepting Jesus only as Savior
while reserving for some time in the future the decision regarding embracing His Lordship is
exposed here. If you profess a connection to Jesus Christ but fail to obey His commands and
teachings you are a hypocrite and your religious life will eventually collapse into permanent ruin.

Steven Cole: Many other New Testament verses virtually equate saving faith with obedience and
unbelief with disobedience, because the connection is inseparable (see Acts 5:32; 6:7; Rom.
1:5; 2:4-10; 6:16; 10:16, 21; 15:18; 16:19, 26; 2 Thess. 1:8; Heb. 3:18, 19; 5:9; 11:8, 31; 1
Pet. 1:2, 225 2:8; 4:17). As we saw in our last study, the nature of the tree determines the type of
fruit. If a person has received a new nature through faith in Christ, that new nature will bear good
fruit. We are saved by grace through faith apart from works, but the faith that saves always
results in good works.

I. (:46) TEACHING LESSON = EMBRACING THE LORDSHIP OF CHRIST
REQUIRES OBEDIENCE, NOT JUST LIP SERVICE
“And why do you call Me, "Lord, Lord," and do not do what I say?”

Jesus offers up His simple teaching here by way of one probing question.

The genuineness of your discipleship commitment will be demonstrated by the extent of your
obedience to the commands of Christ.

Morris: To call anyone “Lord” is to admit that allegiance is owed.

Lenski: This means pretense, hypocrisy, exclusion from the kingdom more decisively than for
those who never knew Jesus or claimed connection with him.

I1. (:47-49) OBJECT LESSON = HOUSES BUILT ON 2 DIFFERENT FOUNDATIONS
A. (:47-48) House Built on Solid Foundation = Well Built / Destined for Permanence
1. (:47a) Case Study: the Obedient Disciple
“Everyone who comes to Me, and hears My words, and acts upon them, I will
show you whom he is like:”

2. (:48a) Characteristic: Solid Foundation
“he is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid a foundation upon the
rock;”




Morris: This is an essential for sound building, but it is time-consuming and it is hard work. So
some avoid it.

3. (:48b) Calamity: Torrential Flooding
“and when a flood rose, the torrent burst against that house”

4. (:48c) Final Condition: House Stood Firm
“and could not shake it, because it had been well built.”

B. (:49) House Built on No Foundation = Poorly Built / Destined for Destruction
1. Case Study: the Disobedient Disciple
“But the one who has heard, and has not acted accordingly,”

2. Characteristic: No Foundation
“is like a man who built a house upon the ground without any foundation;”

3. Calamity: Torrential Flooding
“and the torrent burst against it”

4. Final Condition: House Collapsed
“and immediately it collapsed, and the ruin of that house was great."

Morris: He may have every outward appearance of respectability and he may be noted for his
religious observances, but lacking a foundation he is nothing.

* %k %k sk sk ok ok ok ok ok

DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) How is this paragraph connected to the previous context in chapter 6?

2) Have you encountered folks who have tried to characterize “Lordship salvation” (in contrast
to just believing in Jesus as Savior) as some type of false gospel that is works oriented? How

does this passage play into that controversy?

3) Where does the power come to obey the commands of Christ and thus prove to be a genuine
disciple?

4) How can we better warn people against false security based on a simple profession of some
type of connection to Jesus Christ?

* kK ok ok Kk ok Kk
QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Donald Miller: What is a true heart? It is the disposition to obey. True discipleship is the glad
acknowledgment of Christ’s Lordship. And this acknowledgment lies in obedience. It is not



enough to call Jesus Lord with the lips. One must own his Lordship with an obedient life -- “do
what I tell you” (vs. 46; see James 1:22-25; Ezek. 33:30-33). Whether one’s acknowledgment
of Jesus’ Lordship is only in word or is in reality will be revealed by the crises of life. If one
stands when floods of trouble arise for the sake of Christ, his discipleship has been real. But if
not — the “ruin” is “great” (vs. 49). It may be that in the background of the picture here is the
Last Judgment, when “all are open and laid bare to the eyes of him with whom we have to do”
(Heb. 4:13). The reader is left with the seriousness of this sounding in his ears.

Lenski: But the supreme test is the final flood of death, which is described only by a relative
clause: “against which the river broke,” this river again occurs with the article and is made as
definite as the rock and the earth.

J. Ligon Duncan: a disciple is a person who comes to look like his teacher. Jesus is saying that
His disciples are led by His Word in their lives because their hearts are fixed on Him as their
treasure. And thus, when their earthly lives are assaulted, whether it's by temptation or by trial,
they hold fast to the life that He has given them - that they have been called to - because their
lives are built on a foundation that is sure and certain and cannot be shaken by all of the
circumstances of this life. Their treasure is in heaven so it's secure, it can't be taken away by
trials and it can't be equaled by anything offered in temptation.

And so Jesus’ disciples’ lives are led by His Word and they bear out the truth that they are His
disciples, not just by what they claim, but by what they do, what they choose, how they respond
to the trials of this life.

MacArthur: There is this new inclusivism that says anybody in any religion who is sincere is
going to go to heaven. And it’s being espoused by people with Ph. D.s from theological
institutions and who have religious titles and they’re broadening everything. They, frankly, all
these Ph.D.s, and religious leaders, and theologians could learn something very important from
uneducated American slaves who knew the truth and invented a little song that said, “Everybody
talking about heaven ain’t going there.” And that was true, and it still is, and they had a far
better theology than the erudite today who want to include everybody. . .

But that is the group to whom He speaks, very religious people. They are as close to the truth as
they can possibly get because they bought the entire Old Testament, they’re worshiping the God
of the Old Testament, and they’re looking for the fulfillment of the promises of the God of the
Old Testament in the coming of Messiah and the salvation that’s going to come with Him. So
it’s as close as you can get. And they follow Jesus.

And Jesus never says to them, “You guys are okay, you’re close enough. Close is good.” He
never says that. This is not horseshoes. Close is not enough. How close were they? Verse 46,
“Why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord?’ > This is good. Is it appropriate to call Jesus “Lord”? It is.
It is appropriate to call Jesus Lord. “Why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord?’ > Well you could

say, “Because we respect You so much. You have divine power. You speak divine truth. You
are definitely from God, so we call you ‘Lord, Lord.” ™. ..

Jesus won’t have it. Jesus says, “The problem is you call me ‘Lord’ but you don’t do what I say.
That’s the problem. I’'m not looking for your curiosity. I’m not looking for your fascination.
I’'m not looking for your admiration. I’m telling you what it is to be a true follower.” . . .



How close is close enough? Close doesn’t count at all. Judaism doesn’t count. Judaism

that acknowledged Jesus as a spokesman for God didn’t count. Judaism that went so far as to
actually try to function in Jesus’ name, and there were some people among the Jews who were
trying to cast out demons in Jesus’ name. Remember, the disciples reported that to Him. Close
doesn’t count. You have to do what He said. What He said, of course, was to recognize your
sin, cry out to God for grace, and mercy, and forgiveness. . .

And so you have a choice, the most important choice you’ll ever make. And the choice is
between damning religion, and Christ. Okay? That’s it. And anything but Christ is damning
religion. It catapults people into hell, no matter what it promises or what it claims about heaven.
And truly, everybody talking about heaven ain’t going there unless by true obedience to the
gospel you have repented, confessed, believed, received Christ as the foundation, you will not
survive divine judgment.

Steven Cole: A widespread false teaching in the evangelical church today is that you can accept
Jesus as your Savior, but that obeying Him as Lord of your life is optional. Those who promote
this teaching mistakenly think that they are preserving the doctrine of salvation by grace through
faith, apart from human works. They do not deny the importance of submitting to Christ as Lord,
but they do insist that it has nothing to do with saving faith. And so they teach that it is possible
for a person truly to believe in Christ as Savior even though he never submits to Him as Lord.

I believe that this teaching rests on a mistaken notion of the nature of saving faith and that it
gives false assurance to many who think they are Christians, but are not truly saved.

Scripture is clear that without holiness, no one will see the Lord (Heb. 12:14).

Genuine saving faith always results in a life of progressive godliness. If a person claims to be
saved, but has no hunger for God’s Word, no growing hatred of sin, and no growth in godly
living, he needs to examine whether he is truly in the faith (2 Cor. 13:5).

As Jesus comes to the end of a sermon in which He has said some difficult things, He drives
home the necessity of obeying what He has taught. . .

Jesus here shows three reasons why obedience to Him as Lord is not optional: first, because it
is the true test of professing Christ (6:46); second, because it is the foundation that will withstand
the tests of time and eternity (6:47-48); and, third, because those who do not obey Christ face
sudden and final destruction (6:49).



TEXT: Luke 7:1-10
TITLE: AMAZING FAITH — HOW SWEET THE PICTURE

BIG IDEA:
THE GREAT FAITH OF THE HUMBLE GENTILE CENTURION FOCUSED ON THE
POWER AND AUTHORITY OF JESUS TO JUST SPEAK THE SAVING WORD

INTRODUCTION:

When we come to Jesus as little children in humility and complete dependence, we see the
simplicity of trusting Him to deliver us. Here you have a very powerful man who understood
authority and submission as well as his own sinfulness in the presence of a holy God. He knew
his own unworthiness and yet he also had confidence in the love and compassion of Jesus. So he
reached out to make this plea for salvation on behalf of his dying and beloved slave. His great
faith was commended by Jesus because He did not even require Jesus to be physically present to
still believe that His Word alone was powerful enough to effect the required miracle of healing.

This passage offers up a series of 3 Testimonies to important spiritual realities that relate both to
this physical healing as well as to our spiritual salvation.

(:1) TRANSITION - SCENE SWITCHES BACK TO CAPERNAUM = MINISTRY HQ
“When He had completed all His discourse in the hearing of the people,
He went to Capernaum.”

I. (:2-5) TESTIMONY TO THE WORTHINESS OF THE CENTURION AND HIS
DYING SLAVE
A. (:2-3) The Worthiness of the Dying Slave Motivates the Petition for Healing
1. (:2) The Plight of the Worthy Slave
“And a certain centurion's slave, who was highly regarded by him,
was sick and about to die.”

Matthew’s gospel categorizes the disease as paralysis.

Lenski: In times of peace the Romans quartered no troops in Capernaum. This officer was in the
pay of Herod Antipas, whose troops were made up of foreigners of various nationalities. In the
narrative, too, this man appears as a Gentile. A centurion commanded a hundred men or less.

Tremendous faith to have the expectation of healing when the person was at the point of death.
2. (:3) The Petition to Heal the Slave

“And when he heard about Jesus, he sent some Jewish elders asking Him to come
and save the life of his slave.”

Great love evidenced by the centurion

MacArthur: Now normally the Jewish elders wouldn't respond to a request by a Roman soldier of
the conquering army, the occupation army. But these elders are asked to be his representatives,
his intercessors, his advocates, his intermediaries to go to Jesus because the soldier doesn't feel



worthy. So he knows more about Jesus than that Jesus is a healer. He knows himself to be a
sinner and he has received the information that Jesus is not and therefore it is that sense of shame
and unworthiness that restrains him from going himself.

B. (:4-5) The Worthiness of the Centurion Commended to Jesus as the Basis for Granting
the Petition
1. (:4) Rationale for Granting the Request = Worthiness of the Centurion
“And when they had come to Jesus, they earnestly entreated Him, saying, ‘He is
worthy for You to grant this to him; ™

2. (:5) Reasons Supporting This Rationale — 2 mentioned specifically
a. (:5a) Favorable Disposition Towards the Jewish Nation
“for he loves our nation,”

b. (:5b) Facilitation of Jewish Worship by Building Their Synagogue
“and it was he who built us our synagogue.”

Great Generosity evidenced by the centurion

Application: What Do Others Testify About You?

II. (:6-8) TESTIMONY TO THE AUTHORITY OF JESUS
A. (:6-7) Recognition of the Power and Authority of Jesus
1. (:6-7a) Centurion Testifies to His Own Unworthiness Compared to Jesus
“Now Jesus started on His way with them; and when He was already not far from
the house, the centurion sent friends, saying to Him, ‘Lord, do not trouble
Yourself further, for [ am not worthy for You to come under my roof; 7 for this
reason I did not even consider myself worthy to come to You,’”

Great Humility evidenced by the centurion

Donald Miller: Humility and a sense of unworthiness led him to send friends to Jesus to tell
him that he need not bother coming to his house. If Jesus would only speak the word of healing,
his servant would recover.

MacArthur: Now some have suggested he didn't want Jesus to come into his house because he
knew Jewish prohibition because they had a prohibition about ever going into a Gentile house.
You can read about that in Acts 10, Acts 11. That wasn't it. This is not some kind of ceremonial
issue with him. This is personal. There was just an overwhelming sense of shame. He was a
true penitent. He was truly a broken and a contrite heart whom the Lord will not despise. He
had a beatitude attitude.

Steven Cole: These accounts can be harmonized by recognizing that Matthew and Luke had
different purposes in writing. Matthew wrote primarily for a Jewish audience, to explain why the
Jews rejected the gospel and why it was open to the Gentiles. To make his point, as he often
does, Matthew condenses the narrative. It would be extraneous to his purpose to go into the
detail about the centurion approaching Jesus through messengers. Besides, it is true to say that
what a man does through his agents, he does himself. We see this in the story itself: “he built our



synagogue” (7:5). They do not mean that he personally did the work, but rather that he built it
through workers. Thus Matthew eliminates unnecessary details to show that this Gentile
centurion had faith in Jesus.

But Luke’s purpose was different. He was writing to a Gentile audience, most of whom had not
seen Jesus. For him, the greater detail about this centurion who believed in Jesus, although he did
not see Him, was quite to the point, so he included it. The two accounts do not contradict each
other.

2. (:7b) Centurion Recognizes the Power and Authority of Jesus to Speak a Miracle
Without Even Being Present
“but just say the word, and my servant will be healed.”

Great Faith evidenced by the centurion

Lenski: Others thought that Jesus would have to touch the sufferers before he could heal them,
but this man was sure that Jesus needs to speak only “a word.”

Steven Cole: How do we grow in humility? True humility stems from seeing my insufficiency
and Christ’s all-sufficiency. The centurion’s servant was about to die (7:2). He was helpless to
deal with this irreversible illness and imminent death. What a picture of the human race,
impotent to deal with the ravages of sin and its ultimate result, spiritual death! The centurion saw
his own insufficiency to deal with the problem, but he also saw Christ’s all-sufficiency.

B. (:8) Appreciation of the Response to Authority
1. Experience Personally With Authority
“For I, too, am a man under authority, with soldiers under me,”

Great Submission evidenced by the centurion

2. Efficacious Nature of Authority — It Commands Instant Obedience
“and I say to this one, 'Go!' and he goes,
and to another, 'Come!' and he comes;
and to my slave, 'Do this!" and he does it.”

Lenski: The argument is from the less to the greater. If even a man who is under authority is
instantly obeyed by those under him, how much more will Jesus be obeyed, who has all powers
and all agencies under his command!

Application: What Do You Testify About Jesus?
III. (:9-10) TESTIMONY TO THE GREAT FAITH OF THIS GENTILE CENTURION
A. (:9) Jesus Proclaims the Special Greatness of This Gentile’s Faith

Now when Jesus heard this, He marveled at him, and turned and said to the multitude

that was following Him, ‘I say to you, not even in Israel have I found such great faith. ™

What type of man amazes Jesus?



MacArthur: Wouldn't I like to be a man who amazed Jesus, whose love, whose generosity,
whose mercy, whose devotion, whose love of the truth, whose love of the people of God, whose
love of God, whose humility, whose penitence and whose great faith and whose submission to
the power and authority of Christ would amaze Him. You don't want to settle for anything less.

Morris: Twice only is Jesus recorded as marveling at people, here on account of faith and in
Nazareth because of unbelief (MK. 6:6).

Lenski: Only twice did Jesus praise faith as being great, here and in the case of the Canaanite
woman. This makes his doing so the more noteworthy.

B. (:10) Jesus Performs the Healing
“And when those who had been sent returned to the house,
they found the slave in good health.”

Application: What Does Jesus Testify About You?
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DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) Trace the theme of “worthiness” in this passage. Who is worthy or not and Why? How do
you evaluate your “worthiness”?

2) How can you grow in love and compassion for others?

3) Does your concept of the Lordship and authority of Jesus cause you to obey Him immediately
and completely?

4) Where have you witnessed “great faith” that would amaze you? What was so great about it?
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QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Anyabwile: This commander was a loving man:
1) He loved his slave.

2) He loved his subjects.

3) He loved submission.

He did not love himself. He was humble. Even though he was a man of authority and position,
he did not let that go to his head.

J. Ligon Duncan: his man is clearly a good man, a kind man. The Jewish elders around him
respect him. He seems to clearly love this servant of his who is sick unto death, and he is ready
to call for a master healer to come and to spare his life. And not only that, this centurion, while
he has been stationed in Israel, becomes deeply impressed with the religion of Israel and with the
God that the Jews worship and with the morality of their conduct, and he has gotten to the point
where he has actually devoted a large proportion of his income to the building of a synagogue.



And so when he hears of this Jewish prophet, Jesus, who has the power to heal, he speaks to the
elders of that synagogue that he had helped to build and he says, “Look, I'm a Gentile and I'm a
Roman centurion, would you friends, you Jewish friends, go speak to this Jewish prophet and see
if He would consent to come and help my servant who's dying?” And these men clearly love and
esteem him and so they go to Jesus.

MacArthur: Connection of this story to the preceding Sermon on the Mount —

And He's going to give them this sermon which essentially sorts out for them who is a real
disciple, who is real. And the characteristics of the real disciples we have already learned. Do
you remember verses 20 to 26? The emphasis there is that a true disciple is penitent. A true
disciple is recognizing spiritual poverty. A true disciple is hungry for a righteousness he knows
he doesn't have. A true disciple, verse 21, is a weeper, sorrowful, sad over sin.

Then we also learned that a true disciple, while hating sin, particularly in himself, is a lover. He
hates sin but he loves others and we know in verse 27 he loves his enemies. This is
supernatural. This isn't true on the natural level. This isn't true of unconverted people. He is a
lover of even his enemies.

We further learn in verse 30 that he is a giver, that he is marked by generosity and generosity to
people who will take what he gives and give nothing back. So he has a supernatural view of
sin. He sees it the way God sees it. He has a supernatural love, even for his enemies. And he
has a supernatural generosity so that verse 35 says he loves his enemies, he does good, he lends,
expects nothing in return and he definitely is a son of the Most High.

Furthermore, verse 36, he's merciful. He has compassion. He has gentleness. This is evidence
of the work of God in his heart, the transforming work of God in his heart. Now beyond that he
follows the right teacher, the true teacher. He doesn't follow blind guides. He doesn't follow
barren teachers. He follows the Lord, verse 36, and he calls Him Lord but he does what He
says and therefore he builds his house on the rock. That's essentially the sermon. And we've
gone through that in great detail but that's the description he gives of a true disciple.

And then immediately, Luke says, Jesus encounters the living illustration of that. That's what
we'll call the context, or the content setting. The chronological setting, it was right after the
sermon. The content setting, he illustrates the very same truth of the sermon. It's a perfect
example.

Steven Cole: An Effective Servant

Although the centurion was in the military, which is not known as a seedbed for piety, he had
great faith. It is interesting that every centurion mentioned in the New Testament is presented in
a favorable light. This man shows us that we can serve Christ in any “secular” job. The centurion
lived in Capernaum, which Jesus later castigated for its lack of faith (Luke 10:15), but he was
not affected by their unbelief. This shows us that we can be godly people in the midst of an evil,
unbelieving world. Wherever you are and whatever you do, this centurion shows you how to be
an effective servant of Christ. He possesses three qualifications that every servant of Jesus Christ
must seek to develop in his or her life:

An effective servant of Christ needs an exalted view of Jesus, a lowly view of himself, and a
caring view of others.



TEXT: Luke 7:11-17
TITLE: DEALING WITH HEARTACHE

BIG IDEA:
NO HEARTACHE IS TOO HOPELESS FOR THE COMPASSIONATE GRACE OF
JESUS -- WHO ALONE HAS THE POWER OVER EVEN DEATH

INTRODUCTION:

J. C. Ryle: Let us never forget this great truth. The world around us is full of sorrow. Sickness,
and pain, and infirmity, and poverty, and labor, and trouble, abound on every side. From one end
of the world to the other, the history of families is full of lamentation, and weeping, and
mourning, and woe. And whence does it all come? Sin is the fountain and root to which all must
be traced. There would neither have been tears, nor cares, nor illness, nor deaths, nor funerals in
the earth, if there had been no sin. We must bear this state of things patiently. We cannot alter it.
We may thank God that there is a remedy in the Gospel, and that this life is not all. But in the
meantime, let us lay the blame at the right door. Let us lay the blame on sin.

Steven Cole: Christ’s Hope and Power for a Hurting World
Nineteenth century British preacher Joseph Parker said, “Preach to the suffering, and you will
never lack a congregation. There is a broken heart in every pew.”

In such a world, there is a desperate need for a message of true hope to overcome the despair and
of real power to overcome our weakness. Sometimes we feel like the guy who saw some light at
the end of the tunnel, but then he realized that it was a train coming at him. That is false hope!
We need true hope.

The gospel of Jesus Christ offers that true hope and real power to this hurting world.

The life-giving word of Christ is a message of hope and power in a world of despair and
weakness.

(:11) PROLOGUE - DIVINELY ORDAINED SETTING
A. When — Had just healed someone who was almost dead
“And it came about soon afterwards,”

B. Where = the Place of Divine Appointment / Divine Purpose
“that He went to a city called Nain,”

Small town SE of Nazareth; name means “beautiful” — something beautiful transpired here

Geldenhuys: a place to the south of Capernaum and about two miles to the west of Endor. It was
situated at a high elevation against the slopes of the Little Hermon and still exists today as a
small village called Nein. Tombs in the rock have been found before the eastern gate of the
village along the road leading to Capernaum.



MacArthur: Nain is about twenty miles from Capernaum. It would be a full day's walk to walk
twenty miles. It was south of Capernaum. It was about six miles southwest of Nazareth so that
Capernaum, Nazareth and Nain, kind of in a triangle. It was three miles west of a town called
Endor. You remember the witch of Endor. It was a small and very nondescript and insignificant
town. By the wayi, it still exists today with the same name. Two hundred people live there. It
was on the slope of some mountains called Little Hermon, near the valley of Jezreel on a hill
called Moreh. The other side of that hill had a little town called Shunam where Elijah went to
the Shunammite lady. So it was just a little town, nondescript, insignificant. And what's going
on here is that Jesus determines to go to Nain and to drag this huge entourage with Him for this
day's journey.

C. With Whom — Huge Following

1. Disciples
“and His disciples were going along with Him,”

Steven Cole: Note how Luke paints the scene: Two large crowds converge. The one crowd was
grieving and hopeless. Hired professional mourners would have been wailing loudly. The
bereaved mother, wearing torn clothes, would have been walking, probably upon the arms of
comforters, in front of the open stretcher bearing the shrouded corpse. It was a hopeless scene.
Enter the second crowd, coming from the opposite direction, following Jesus, the Messiah, who
was performing great miracles. The lively chatter and the bright faces would have shown that
this crowd had hope. What a sharp contrast between these two crowds! Wherever the Lord Jesus
is absent, there is despair in the face of death. Wherever He is present, there is hope.

2. Large Multitude
“accompanied by a large multitude.”

I. (:12) SAD FUNERAL PROCESSION FOR THE WIDOW’S ONLY SON
A. Hopelessness of the Dead Man
“Now as He approached the gate of the city, behold, a dead man was being carried out,”

No self-improvement possible here; this man was completely dead; his life was over; about to be
buried; This was a funeral procession; probably professional mourners had been hired to help
with the lamenting and the weeping and wailing. They were leaving the city to approach the
burial grounds. The man was clearly dead.

MacArthur: Small town like this wouldn't have a wall because there wouldn't be anything to
protect, nobody is going to come in and siege Nain. It's just a small little town. But they had a
gate because the gate symbolized that they had a city. And the gate was at the head of the main
street and it was the place where they socialized and where the elders of the city sat and
adjudicated on the issues and so it had a gate, sort of a symbolic gate, just sort of identifying the
town. Sometimes when you're driving through a country, in a rural area, you'll come to a small
town and they'll have some stone pillars on the side with the name of the town. That's not some
wall of protection, that's just a point of identification. Something like that.

Lenski: The situation that Jesus encountered is sketched effectively so as to let us feel the full
pathos of the scene. Jesus, the Prince of life, here meets death, carrying away his helpless prey.
Looked at thus, the scene becomes dramatic in a supreme way.



J. Ligon Duncan: In those days, the way a funeral procession worked was, the bereaved person
walked in front of the funeral bier, and the bier was actually not much more than a wide plank of
wood. There was no closed coffin. It was an open coffin. The body of a deceased person was laid
out on that plank of wood, already embalmed to be taken to whatever grave there was to be
entombed. And this woman is walking in front of the funeral bier of her son and her son's
wrapped body is on top of that open plank of wood. And she's weeping, and Jesus walks up to
her and says, “Do not weep.”

This would be a cruel word if you could not do anything to alleviate the grief.

B. Anguish of the Mother
“the only son of his mother, and she was a widow,”

She had lost her husband previously and now had lost her only son. She would be bereft of
financial resources and possibly reduced to the status of a beggar. This man was very special
and precious to her.

C. Grief of the Crowd
“and a sizeable crowd from the city was with her.”

This was a large funeral; the family was well known and probably well-liked; the people felt the
pain of this poor widow who was now bereft of her only son.

II. (:13-15) COMPASSIONATE RESTORATION OF LIFE BY JESUS
A. (:13) Jesus Intervenes — His Motivation
1. Heart of Compassion
“And when the Lord saw her, He felt compassion for her,”

Some miracles motivated by faith; this one by love and compassion.
First usage by Luke of this name “the Lord”

Lenski: It always designates him in his deity as our Messiah-Ruler in whom we trust, whom we
obey, who is the source of our salvation, and whom we worship.

MacArthur: And then, divine purpose and divine providence blends into divine compassion.

And you see something in Jesus that is true of God, verse 13, "When Jesus the Lord saw her, He
felt compassion for her." That's just amazing. The verb is splagchnizomai. It's a funny word. It
has to do with feeling something in your gut, you know, you feel emotion and it churns your
stomach. It makes your heart beat rapidly. It makes your heart stop sometimes, if you feel
something strongly enough, some kind of fear. And that's how the Jews described affection,
feeling, compassion. This is God. One thing is very clear is the distinction of the God of Israel,
the true and living God, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the Creator, Redeemer God, the
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the true and living God, is a God of compassion, right?
And that against the background of all other deities in the whole history of religion, none of
which is compassionate, loving, gracious, forgiving, kind, merciful, tender-hearted. There are no
Savior-gods in other religions. There are no gods of love, and tenderness and compassion. This



isn't even a spiritual issue here. This isn't even about redemption. This is about just plain
sympathy with human sadness.

Steven Cole: If we want to be effective witnesses for Christ, then we must ask Him to deepen our
compassion for the lost. It has truly been said that people don’t care how much you know until
they know how much you care. When we show people the compassion of Christ, it often opens
their hearts to hear the truth of the gospel. . .

God’s unmerited favor gives us hope. This woman did nothing to merit this miracle. Unlike the
centurion in the miracle just preceding (7:4), no one said to Jesus, “This woman is worthy for
you to grant this to her.” She did not even ask the Lord to do it. There is no trace of faith or
expectation on her part. And there was nothing in the dead young man to merit this miracle.
Jesus didn’t say, “What a good looking corpse! I’ve never seen such a fine corpse! I’'m going to
raise him from the dead.” I don’t care how nicely you dress them up, corpses do not have any
merit. This miracle came totally from Christ’s great compassion and love. It was all of grace.

2. Word of Consolation
“and said to her, ‘Do not weep.”™

Must have been strange to receive this command before witnessing the actual miracle itself. (cf.
Jesus telling His disciples to “Fear not” before calming the seas.) But it all transpired so quickly
that there was no separation between the command the miracle.

It requires the power of God to make this a word of consolation rather than an empty attempt at
encouragement

B. (:14) Jesus Initiates — His Interaction
1. Confronts Death
a. Approaches
“And He came up”

b. Touches
“and touched the coffin,”

MacArthur: A ceremonially defiling act, normally. Jesus graphically illustrated how impervious
He was to such defilements. When He touched the coffin, its defilement did not taint Him;
rather, His power immediately dispelled the presence of all death and defilement. This was the
first of 3 times Jesus raised people from the dead (cf. 8:49-56; Jn 11:20-44). Verse 22 implies
that Christ also raised others who are not specifically mentioned.

J. Ligon Duncan: there is no greater ritual impurity in Israel than to touch a corpse or to touch a
thing that a corpse has touched. It does not mean one day of ritual uncleanness. It means seven
days of ritual uncleanness and a very elaborate purification ceremony to attend with it. Anything
that a corpse touched was declared unclean. If you came into contact with anything that a corpse
touched, and then came into contact with another person, they became unclean as well as you.
There was no defilement more dramatic than contact with the dead in the ceremonial law of
Israel. And here is Jesus, reaching up His hand to touch the funeral bier.



c. Stops the Procession
“and the bearers came to a halt.”

2. Commands Life
“And He said, ‘Young man, I say to you, arise!

9

C. (:15) Jesus Imparts — His Restoration
1. Restoration of Life
“And the dead man sat up, and began to speak.”

Leon Morris: There is nothing elaborate. Jesus simply spoke the word and the miracle took
place.

2. Restoration of Relationship
“And Jesus gave him back to his mother.”

Steven Cole: There was an emotional reunion of mother and son. Her tears of grief and sorrow
were changed to tears of joy. The fellowship that had ended with his death was restored by his
life. The help and support that her son had formerly given was now reinstated. It must have given
the Lord Jesus great joy to present this young man alive to his mother.

III. (:16) INCOMPLETE RECOGNITION OF WHO JESUS IS
A. Enough Impact to Inspire Fear
“And fear gripped them all,”

B. Enough Impact to Relate This Event to the Power of God
“and they began glorifying God, saying,”

1. Recognition of Jesus as a Great Prophet
“A great prophet has arisen among us!”

Remember it had been over 400 years since God had visited His people with a prophet.

MacArthur: Here's what they said, "4 great prophet has arisen in us," en in the Greek. A great
prophet has arisen in us? Was Jesus a great prophet? Yes, the greatest prophet that ever lived.
Is that true? Yes, but is that not understating the reality? That's what the Moslems say. That's
what the Mormons say. That's what the Jehovah's Witnesses say. That's what almost everybody
would say. "Hey, he was a great preacher.” A great preacher, not the prophet of Deuteronomy
18:15 to 18, prophesied by Moses to be the Messiah. He was “a prophet who rose up from
within us.” No. He is the Son of God who came down from above us. It's that underestimating
that is so deadly. They knew God visited, but they didn't understand that Jesus was God and so
they missed the time of their visitation and were judged by God. Sad, a great prophet; it's an
incomplete confession.

2. Recognition of Jesus as Somehow Connecting the Jews to Their God
“and, ‘God has visited His people! ™

Is it easier to forgive sins or to restore health to the lame? How about raising the dead!



Bruce Hurt: literally means to look upon, to go to see, to examine closely, to inspect, to examine
the state of affairs of something, to look after or to oversee. The idea of visiting is more than just
making a social call. As Hiebert writes "In classical Greek, it was commonly used of visiting the
sick, whether by a doctor or a friend.' In Jewish usage, it commonly denoted to visit with the aim
of caring for and supplying the needs of those visited (Job 2:11; Jer. 23:2; Ezek. 34:11; Zech.
11:16; Mt. 25:36, 43). The term implies concern and personal contact with the needy; it involves
more than a matter of charity by proxy."

Visited conveys the sense that God has come to help his people.

Donald Miller: Two Old Testament prophets had restored dead sons to their mothers (I Kings
17:17-24; 11 Kings 4:18-37). Now God was acting again through a prophet.

The crowd did not grasp the full identity of Jesus at this time.
(:17) EPILOGUE - SPREADING REPUTATION OF JESUS
“And this report concerning Him went out all over Judea,

and in all the surrounding district.”

You could not keep a lid on the reporting of this miracle.
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DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) Do you believe that Jesus wants to intervene in your life to deal with your heartaches and
sorrows?

2) How can you develop more of a heart of compassion for the heartaches and sorrows of
others?

3) What relationships have been improved or restored in your personal situation because of the
power of the gospel of Jesus Christ?

4) What type of incomplete confessions of Christ do you find in the world around you?
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QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Geldenhuys: In this story the Saviour’s sympathy with the sorrowing and His absolute divine
power over the invisible spirit-world are gloriously revealed. We see Him here as the loving
Comforter, the Victor over death, and the Reuniter of separated dear ones. What He did here for
the widowed mother and son He will one day do for all the faithful in a perfect and final form.
He will bring full comfort, He will raise all His people in incorruptibility, and will reunite us, in
the heavenly realm, with our loved ones who have died in Him.



Anyabwile: Jesus is not merely Lord over the living. He is also Lord over the dead! He has
authority to reverse the power of death and to give life again.

MacArthur: With that split second that He said that, life surged into the corpse in that split
second, just like with the daughter of Jairus, just like with Lazarus, came right out of the grave.
This is created power. This is God. In John 5, it's important that there is a recognition of John
5:25 to 29. Just listen to this. "Truly, truly I say to you, an hour is coming, an hour is when the
dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear shall live." Hmm.

"There's an hour coming in which," verse 28 says, "all who are in the tombs will hear His voice
and come forth, those who did good deeds to a resurrection of life, and those who committed evil
deeds to a resurrection of judgment, for as the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the
Son also to have life in Himself." So God the Father has the ability to give life. God the Son has
been given the responsibility to give life.

Someday in the final end of the age, He will give life to the whole world. Every person who has
ever lived and died in this world, He will resurrect; some to the resurrection of life in heaven,
some to the resurrection of damnation in hell. He will — has the power obviously to do that —
raise every single person who has ever lived from the dead. This is a very simple task, this is just
one. Then it will be millions upon billions. And He will do it the same way. "Arise," and out
they will come, from the sea and from the land and the graves, the Scripture says, they will
come. They will come to the resurrection of life into heavenly glory, or they will come to the
Great White Throne and the resurrection of damnation to eternal hell. Jesus has been given the
power to raise all the dead of all the ages which He will do in the future. Pretty simple task for
Him to raise this one young man. He, by the way, has the keys of hell and death. Isn't

that Revelation 1:18? He is the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and
Last.

Rod Mattoon: "A Funny Thing Happened On the Way to the Cemetery."

In this portion of Scripture, we read of a funeral procession that did not end at the grave. No, it
was interrupted. In fact, it would have been a mortician's nightmare because what normally was
settled, the death of the person, was not settled at all. The funeral was not completed. What was
usually final, was not finalized, but started over again. It was a funny thing that happened on the
way to the cemetery. What was dead, all of the sudden was alive. This is what happens, however,
when Jesus gets involved in impossible, hopeless situations. He resurrects and revives, bringing
life to that which is dead or dying. When Jesus comes on the scene, funny things tend to happen.

* Impossibilities are made possible.

* Hopelessness is replaced with hope.

* Tears are dried by joy.

* Problems are replaced with solutions.

* Sorrow gives way to serenity.

» Emptiness is evicted to the tenant of satisfaction.

* The presence of God and His peace plummets the panic that tugs at our heart.
* Luke 1:37—For with God nothing shall be impossible.



TEXT: Luke 7:18-35
TITLE: THE MIRACLES OF JESUS SAY EVERYTHING THAT NEED TO BE SAID

BIG IDEA:
THE MIRACLES PERFORMED BY JESUS:
- CONFIRM HIS IDENTITY AS PROMISED MESSIAH
-  CALM THE DOUBTS OF COMMENDED DICIPLES (LIKE JOHN THE
BAPTIST)
- CALL OUT THE DUPLICITY OF HIS UNREASONABLE CRITICS

INTRODUCTION:

Don’t underestimate the value of the miracles performed by Jesus. He certainly did not. These
miracles have been documented by the eyewitness accounts of the Gospel writers so that we can
rely on them today to confirm the identity of Jesus as the long-promised and long-expected
Messiah — the unique Son of God who would perform God’s ordained program of suffering on
the cross for our sins in order to bring in the glory of His kingdom on earth. Jesus was
announced as the sacrificial Lamb of God and the King of Glory by the prophetic ministry of His
forerunner John the Baptist. And Jesus was opposed at every turn by the criticism of the
unreasonable Jewish religious leaders who rejected the call to repentance and faith because of
their blindness and pride and self-righteousness. Eventually “wisdom will be justified by her
children.”

MacArthur: Doubt is a struggle to believe. It is a struggle to believe. It is something that
prevents me from fully believing. It can be momentary. It can be prolonged. It can be
permanent. . . Every true expression of doubt in the four gospels relates to believers. Doubt is
something that is part of being a believer. So we again go back to what the man said. "Lord, 1
believe, help my unbelief." And you can identify with that and so can I. There have been times
in all of our lives when in the midst of our believing we struggled with doubts. Some of you are
going through that even now. Doubt is presented as a believer's problem.

(:18) PROLOGUE
“And the disciples of John reported to him about all these things.”

I. (:19-23) CONFIRMATION REGARDING THE IDENTITY OF JESUS AS THE

MESSIAH -

HIS MIRACLES CONFIRM HIS MESSIAHSHIP

A. (:19-20) Confirmation Requested by John the Baptist — Take Your Doubts to Jesus
“And summoning two of his disciples, John sent them to the Lord, saying, ‘Are You the
Expected One, or do we look for someone else? ™

“And when the men had come to Him, they said, ‘John the Baptist has sent us to You,
saying, Are You the Expected One, or do we look for someone else?"”

B. (:21-23) Confirmation Provided by the Ministry of the Messiah
1. (:21) Record of His Healing Ministry




“At that very time He cured many people of diseases and afflictions and evil
spirits, and He granted sight to many who were blind.”

2. (:22) Response of Jesus References His Overall Ministry
“And He answered and said to them, ‘Go and report to John what you have seen
and heard:
the blind receive sight,
the lame walk,
the lepers are cleansed,
and the deaf hear,
the dead are raised up,
the poor have the gospel preached to them.”™

Note that Jesus did not make any impassioned defense of His Messiahship. He did not offer
deep theological arguments regarding His identity. He simply pointed to the historical facts of
his miracles as fulfillment of all that God had promised in the OT about the Expected One.

Geldenhuys: By mentioning all this, Jesus wants to remind John of Isaiah xxxv. 5-6 and Ixi. 1
ff., where all the works which He is constantly doing are mentioned as the blessings to be given
to the people in the Messianic time. Thus by His acts Jesus proves that He is indeed the
Promised One.

Spurgeon: Our old proverb says that actions speak louder than words, so an answer in his actions
would be more eloquent with these inquirers than even an answer in our Lord’s own words. He
bade them look at the evidences of his Messiahship which he gave them by his miraculous cures,
and then he said to them, “Go your way, and tell John what things ye have seen and heard.” 1t
would be well if our lives were such that, if any enquired what we were, we should only have to
say that they might judge us by what they had seen and heard in our common everyday life and
conversation.

3. (:23) Reward for Loyalty
“And blessed is he who keeps from stumbling over Me.”

Lenski: John is not to let the absence of certain works bling him to the glorious presence of the
works that are now in full progress. Let him be satisfied with these and trust that in due time the
others will follow just as these are now being done.

Application: (Directed to John the Baptist) — Remain Loyal to Jesus as the Promised
Messiah

II. (:24-28) COMMENDATION REGARDING THE GREATNESS OF JOHN THE
BAPTIST —
HIS DOUBTS DON’T COMPROMISE HIS GREATNESS
A. (:24-26) Commending John by Use of Rhetorical Questions
“And when the messengers of John had left,
He began to speak to the multitudes about John,”

1. (:24b) Metaphor of a Reed Blowing in the Wind — Instead, Man of Conviction
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What did you go out into the wilderness to look at?
A reed shaken by the wind? ™

2. (:25) Metaphor of a Man of Luxury — Instead, Man of Callouses
“But what did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those
who are splendidly clothed and live in luxury are found in royal palaces.”

Leon Morris: The very fact that John had lived a hard life on the simplest of fare in the roughest
of places ruled out all such suggestions.

Lenski: carries the thought of the swayed reed a step farther. A man who yields to popular
opinion, who bends to the will and the word of the influential and the mighty, will be rewarded
by them, given a high place and the finest of garments. The adjective “soft” (i.e., to the touch)
conveys the idea of the finest and the most costly material. It is exactly the proper word and
brings out the strong contrast to the rough, harsh, cheapest kind of material in the coat of camel’s
hair that was worn by John.

3. (:26) Comparison to a Typical Prophet — Instead, More than a Prophet
“But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you, and one who is
more than a prophet.”

John had been granted the privilege of preparing God’s people to receive the Messiah = a very
unique ministry

J. Ligon Duncan: This is not John's finest hour. And you know what Jesus turns around and does
to this multitude? He turns around and He brags on John. Let me tell you about my cousin John,
my servant John. There has never been a man that walked the face of this earth greater than my
cousin, my friend, my servant, my forerunner, John. And the crowd cries out, God is just! Yes,
that is the John that we know, that is the John that we respect! For Jesus to make that kind of a
judgment is right because John is a great man. He is a man of integrity, he's fearless, he's bold, he
tells us what we need to hear not what we want to hear, he opposes tyrants. This man clearly is
God's man and what Jesus has said about him is right.

B. (:27-28) Commending John by Explicit Testimony
1. (:27) Testimony Regarding His Divine Mission
“This is the one about whom it is written, 'Behold, I send My messenger before
Your face, Who will prepare Your way before You.”

2. (:28) Testimony Regarding His Distinctiveness
“I say to you, among those born of women, there is no one greater than John, yet
he who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.”

Leon Morris: Jesus’ coming marked a watershed. He came to inaugurate the kingdom. And the
least in that kingdom is greater than the greatest of men. This is a statement of historical fact.
John belonged to the time of promise. The least in the kingdom is greater, not because of any
personal qualities he may have, but because he belongs to the time of fulfilment. Jesus is not
minimizing the importance of John. He is putting membership of the kingdom into its proper
perspective.



Lenski: blessed with greater revelation

MacArthur: John was greater than the OT prophets because he actually saw with his eyes and
personally participated in the fulfillment of what they only prophesied (Mt 11:10, 13; cf. 1Pe
1:10, 11). But all believers after the cross are greater still, because they participate in the full
understanding and experience of something John merely foresaw in shadowy form—the actual
atoning work of Christ.

Application: (Directed to the multitudes) -- Respond to the Ministry of John the Baptist =
Repent from Sin and Trust in Jesus to Become His Genuine Disciple

III. (:29-35) CONTRAST BETWEEN THOSE WHO ACCEPTED OR REJECTED THE
MINISTRY OF JOHN THE BAPTIST AND OF JESUS —
CRITICS HIDE BEHIND UNREASONABLE SMOKESCREENS
A. (:29-30) John’s Baptism Proves to be a Watershed Between:
1. (:29) Those Accepting God’s Kingdom Program = Common People
“And when all the people and the tax-gatherers heard this, they acknowledged
God's justice, having been baptized with the baptism of John.”

2. (:30) Those Rejecting God’s Kingdom Program = Jewish Religious [eaders
“But the Pharisees and the lawyers rejected God's purpose for themselves, not
having been baptized by John.”

They rejected God’s free offer of salvation via repentance and faith; become unreasonable critics

J. Ligon Duncan: They hadn't repented. They hadn't seen that they were the problem; they hadn't
seen that it was their sin that needed to be judged. It wasn't the dirty Gentiles that needed to be
judged, it was them. And so they hated what Jesus and John had to say because it embarrassed
them and it humiliated them. They had a different plan for covering their sin. They were going to
pretend like everyone else was the problem and they were going to cover up their sin and that
was their plan for dealing with their sin. And so they didn't like it when Jesus and John put their
finger on their hearts.

B. (:31-34) Critics Will Be Critics — Impossible to Please Them
1. (:31-32) Never Satisfied
“To what then shall I compare the men of this generation,
and what are they like?”

“They are like children who sit in the market place and call to one another; and
they say, 'We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge,
and you did not weep.”

Steven Cole: Jesus uses a parable to expose their root problem. Those who had rejected both
John and Jesus were like children playing games in the market place. Jesus’ use of children for
His illustration was a rebuke in itself, in that He is implying that these men who thought of
themselves as too sophisticated for John’s crude style were, in reality, so immature that a
children’s game refuted them. The picture is of one group of children saying, “Let’s play
wedding and dance.” But their friends say, “No, we don’t want to play something happy.” So,



the first group says, “All right, then let’s play funeral. We’ll play a dirge and be sad.” But the
friends refuse to play this game as well. In other words, you can’t please them no matter what
you do, because they don’t want to play unless they make up the game and the rules.

2. (:33-34) Always Finding Fault — With Both John the Baptist and Jesus — Despite
Their Contrasting Styles
“For John the Baptist has come eating no bread and drinking no wine; and you
say, 'He has a demon!”™

“The Son of Man has come eating and drinking; and you say, 'Behold, a
gluttonous man, and a drunkard, a friend of tax-gatherers and sinners!”

MacArthur: And again I say to you, folks, in the end it's not the style. They rejected John, with a
bizarre kind of separated ministry, and they rejected Jesus with a very normal day-to-day
ministry in the lives of people. They hated them both. They rejected them both. Style had
nothing to do with it, they hated the truth. It’s never the style. It's always the substance. Like
spoiled children who didn't want to play, these spiritual brats found a way to justify their
rejection. The form of ministry is never the issue, it's the truth. I'll tell you, the pure true gospel
in the mouth of the most bizarre person or the most beautiful person is still equally

powerful. But there always are those brats who won't weep with John and they won't laugh with
Jesus. They hate the message. Jesus said, "That's what this generation is like. You can't

win. John's style doesn't get them. Mine, they will not play, they will not sing with us."

C. (:35) Wisdom Will Be Vindicated — Unreasonable Critics Will Be Unmasked
“Yet wisdom is vindicated by all her children.”

Donald Miller: God’s wisdom is vindicated in the fact that there were those wo heard both
John and Jesus, and were responding to the in breaking of the Kingdom according to their light at
that moment.

Leon Morris: They will see the wisdom of God in both John and Jesus. They will not walk in the
critical ways of men who can never be pleased.

J. C. Ryle: The idea which our Lord desired to impress upon us appears to be, that though the
vast majority of the Jews were hardened and unreasonable, there were some who were not,—and
that though multitudes saw no wisdom in the ministry of John the Baptist and Himself, there
were a chosen few who did. Those few were the “children of wisdom.” Those few, by their lives
and obedience, declared their full conviction that God’s ways of dealing with the Jews were wise
and right, and that John the Baptist and the Lord Jesus were both worthy of all honor. In short,
they “justified” God’s wisdom, and so proved themselves truly wise.

Application: (Directed to the multitudes) — Accept God’s Revelation and Respond in
Obedience Without Disputing
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DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) What has stirred up doubts for you regarding your Christian faith? Intellectual issues? Moral



temptations? Trials and difficulties of life?
2) How can we be described as greater than John the Baptist? In what sense?
3) In what sense are the criticisms levelled against Christianity smokescreens for deeper issues?

4) In what sense can your life and testimony vindicate the wisdom of God?
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QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

J. Ligon Duncan: Are You Sure About Jesus?

Are you sure about Jesus? Do you really believe He is who He says He is? Do you really believe
you can base the whole hope of your life on Him and He will not let you down? I'm not asking
you if you’re a skeptic. John wasn't a skeptic. He was a believer, but things had happened to him,
and experiences had come into his life, that caused even his faith to tremble, and he wasn't so
sure. He wasn't so sure about Jesus. Are you sure about Jesus, or has something happened in
your world to make you wonder? . . .

John is in prison. He has spent his whole vocation calling Israel to repentance, calling Israel back
to the Lord and preparing the way for the Messiah. What is the thanks he has gotten? What is the
reward that the Lord has given him? - but to clap him in a cell, wrongly imprisoned by the
wickedest man in the land, a man who he has bravely been calling into account when nobody
else had the guts to do it. And very frankly he's shaken up about it. And the man that so boldly
said, “This is the Lamb of God who's come to take away the sins of the world. This is the One
who will restore righteousness in Israel and flood the earth with the knowledge of the Lord as the
waters cover the sea.” The Man that he had said that about, he's not so sure of that right now, not
because he's a skeptic, but because he can't figure out what God's doing in his life because of the
experience that he's now encountering.

Steven Cole: Dealing with Doubt
To deal with our doubts, we must submit our hearts to God’s revelation about Jesus Christ and
hold to it in spite of our difficult circumstances.

Not only was John going through a difficult trial that would shortly result in his martyrdom, he
also was dealing with disappointed expectations. John came thundering about God’s impending
judgment on sinners. He was bold enough to rebuke even King Herod for his immorality. But
Herod was still having his drunken parties, still living in immorality with his brother’s wife,
while John was in prison. Also, John knew that Isaiah prophesied that Messiah would proclaim
freedom to the prisoners and bring in the day of vengeance of our God (Isa. 61:1, 2). And yet,
John wasn’t exactly free from prison and God’s vengeance had not been poured out on the likes
of Herod. Besides, the Jews, especially the religious leaders, weren’t flocking to submit to Jesus
as their Messiah. So John’s expectations about Jesus were disappointed.

MacArthur: Causes for Doubt in the case of John the Baptist and in the life of a believer:
1) Personal Tragedy
2) Popular Influences



3) Incomplete Revelation
4) Wrong Expectation

MacArthur: This is a tremendously important passage because this is Jesus' own assessment of
His generation. And what does He say? He says they're basically brats. They're like spoiled
children who can't be satisfied, who refuse to be satisfied. And all of this was the influence of
the religious leaders, the scribes and the Pharisees, who were self-righteous. And because they
were self-righteous they thought they had by their keeping of the law and the traditions entered
into a state of pleasing God, and therefore they were not sinful, they were not headed for
judgment, they didn't need to repent and they certainly didn't need to be baptized with some
Gentile baptism. John's baptism, you remember, was simply the baptism that was used for
Gentiles coming into Judaism applied to Jews. So if you went for John's baptism, you were in
effect saying, I'm so sinful I'm no better than a Gentile. That was a pretty big leap for people
who had such resentment and animosity toward Gentiles. And the religious leaders weren't
about to confess that they were no better than Gentiles. They assumed that they had achieved
righteousness by their works and their law keeping.

They also not only loved their own righteousness but they hated grace. They hated mercy. They
were so twisted that they hated forgiveness. And it bothered them that God would forgive
wretched sinners. If you need an old illustration of that, remember Jonah. He'd rather be dead
than see God forgive Ninevites. They hated the message of sin and they hated the message of
grace. They were self-righteous, didn't need to worry about sin. And they were righteous on
their own and didn't need grace, and it was ludicrous to imagine that God could overlook the
wretched sins of the outcasts.

J. C. Ryle: Our Lord’s reply to John’s disciples, contains a great practical lesson, which we
shall do well to remember. It teaches us that the right way to test the value of Churches and
ministers, is to examine the works they do for God, and the fruits they bring forth. Would we
know whether a Church is true and trust-worthy?—Would we know whether a minister is really
called of God, and sound in the faith?—We must apply the old rule of Scripture, “Ye shall know
them by their fruits.” As Christ would be known by His works and doctrine, so must true
Churches of Christ, and true ministers of Christ. When the dead in sin are not quickened, and the
blind are not restored to sight, and the poor have no glad tidings proclaimed to them, we may
generally suspect that Christ’s presence is wanting. Where He is, He will be seen and heard.
Where He is, there will not only be profession, forms, ceremonies, and a show of religion. There
will be actual, visible work in hearts and lives.



TEXT: Luke 7:36 — 8:3
TITLE: RXTRAORDINARY FORGIVENESS ... EXTRAVAGANT LOVE

BIG IDEA:
FORGIVEN SINNERS DISPLAY EXTRAVAGANT LOVE THAT THE SELF-
RIGHTEOUS REJECT

INTRODUCTION:

How should we respond to our Savior in light of the extraordinary forgiveness we have received
solely by His grace? The more we understand our sinfulness, the deeper should be our
appreciation for His forgiveness and grace. Here we have a simple incident involving one
notorious sinner who responded to the Savior with an extravagant display of love and gratitude
that did not shrink back from making a public spectacle of herself. We also have the contrasting
reaction of the self-righteous Pharisee who cannot imagine even associating with such a
disgraced sinner — much less allowing her access in his house to have such intimate contact as
the washing of Jesus’ feet with her tears and the drying of those tears with her unbound hair.
Then she has the audacity to anoint the feet of Jesus with an expensive vial of perfume. What a
spectacle!

Donald Miller: This story is a vivid illustration of the dual response mentioned in the

preceding section. Simon is one of those who “rejected the purpose of God for themselves” (vs.
30), while the sinful woman is one of the “children” who vindicate God’s wisdom in his method
of working (vs. 35).

Jesus came to seek and to save those who were lost; those who knew they were sick and needed
healing; those who knew they needed a Savior.

MacArthur: on this occasion, in an act of irony, He reaches out to demonstrate His power to
forgive sins to a hypocritical, self-righteous Pharisee by using the very person that the Pharisee
despised the most, the low-life, reprobate, wretched, immoral prostitute whose transformation
was very clear and inarguable. This He uses as evidence of His power to transform even the
Pharisee.

I. (7:36-39) THE PLOT = WHAT HAPPENED AT THE DINNER?

A. (:36) The Setting — Dinner at Simon’s House = Self-Righteous Pharisee
“Now one of the Pharisees was requesting Him to dine with him. And He entered the
Pharisee's house, and reclined at the table.”

What was the motivation of Simon for this invitation? Not faith or love since he did not even
extend to him the common courtesies afforded honored guests. Maybe just curiosity.

B. (:37) The Surprise Intruder — Disgraced Prostitute Bringing an Alabaster Vial of Perfume
“And behold, there was a woman in the city who was a sinner, and when she learned that
He was reclining at the table in the Pharisee's house, she brought an alabaster vial of
perfume,”




MacArthur: when it came to the feminine side, “sinner” was a synonym for a prostitute, a
woman who chose to be a professional adulteress, immoral, filthy, impure, perverse and living a
flagrantly sinful life at a public level.

C. (:38) The Story Line Played Out = Extravagant Display of Love and Gratitude
“and standing behind Him at His feet, weeping, she began to wet His feet with her tears,
and kept wiping them with the hair of her head, and kissing His feet, and anointing them
with the perfume.”

D. (:39) The Scornful Reaction on the Part of the Host Pharisee
“Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he said to himself, ‘If this man
were a prophet He would know who and what sort of person this woman is who is
touching Him, that she is a sinner.”

II. (7:40-50) THE PRINCIPLE = THE POINT JESUS WANTS TO DRIVE HOME
A. (:40-43) Object Lesson — The Greater the Forgiveness . . . the Greater the Love
1. (:40) The Lesson is Aimed at Simon
“And Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Simon, [ have something to say to you.’
And he replied, ‘Say it, Teacher.”™

Great Love comes from Great Forgiveness — the principle is clear

Steven Cole: This story is not a variation of the incident that took place in the home of a Simon
the leper, where Mary of Bethany anointed Jesus just prior to His arrest. Simon was a common
name. This Simon was a Pharisee, which means that outwardly he was a good, upright, religious
man. He attempted to keep the Law of Moses. He tithed his income. He fasted regularly. He
prayed at least three times every day. He never missed in his attendance at the synagogue. He
was a decent man who was respected as a religious leader in the community.

2. (:41-42) The Lesson Illustrates the Principle
“A certain moneylender had two debtors: one owed five hundred denarii, and the
other fifty. When they were unable to repay, he graciously forgave them both.
Which of them therefore will love him more?”

3. (:43) The Lesson is Clear
“Simon answered and said, ‘I suppose the one whom he forgave more.” And He
said to him, ‘You have judged correctly.”™

Billy Dempsey: We need a reminder of what Jesus has forgiven us of and freed us from. We
need a reminder that the Gospel, the Gospel saves sinners and Jesus came to save broken souls
like us. We love Him more, we love Him more as we see more clearly what we were, as we see
more clearly what sin had done to us. The more we know Him, I’'m convinced, the more clearly
we know ourselves, including the brokenness we still live with, the more we love Him.

B. (:44-46) Application — The Prostitute Showed Jesus More Consideration Than the Host
“And turning toward the woman, He said to Simon,
‘Do you see this woman? I entered your house; ™



1. (:44) Washing of the Feet
“you gave Me no water for My feet,
but she has wet My feet with her tears, and wiped them with her hair.’

b

2. (:45) Showering with Kisses
“You gave Me no kiss;
but she, since the time I came in, has not ceased to kiss My feet.”

3. (:46) Anointing with Expensive Perfume
“You did not anoint My head with oil,
but she anointed My feet with perfume.”

C. (:47-48) Connection Between Forgiveness and Love (Gratitude)
1. (:47) Demonstration of the Principle
“For this reason I say to you, her sins, which are many, have been forgiven,
for she loved much; but he who is forgiven little, loves little.”

Donald Miller: faith which accepts God’s unmerited forgiveness in Christ issues in a love for
him of which the highest human loves are but a pale reflection.

Leon Morris: Jesus is not saying that the woman’s actions had earned forgiveness, nor even that
her love had merited it. .. He is saying that her love is proof that she had already been
forgiven. It was her response to God’s grace.

Spurgeon: Too many think lightly of sin, and therefore think lightly of the Savior. He who has
stood before his God, convicted and condemned, with the rope about his neck, is the man to
weep for joy when he is pardoned, to hate the evil which has been forgiven him, and to live to
the honor of the Redeemer by whose blood he has been cleansed

2. (:48) Declaration That Her Sins Have Been Forgiven
“And He said to her, ‘Your sins have been forgiven.’
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Geldenhuys: From the whole context of the story . . . it is clear that the woman had already
accepted Him as Redeemer (probably not long before, whether as one among the multitudes who
had listened to His teaching, or as one whom He had addressed personally). . . Although her sins
had already been forgiven, she was nevertheless still regarded by others as a notorious sinner.
For this reason Jesus now openly declares that her sins are forgiven.

D. (:49-50) Connection Between Faith and Forgiveness of Sins and Peace
1. (:49) Forgiveness Raises Key Question Regarding the Identity of Jesus
“And those who were reclining at the table with Him began to say to themselves,
‘Who is this man who even forgives sins? ™

2. (:50) Faith Leads to Peace
“And He said to the woman, ‘Your faith has saved you, go in peace.’
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MacArthur: It is that profuse love for Christ that is the single greatest proof visible to people of
the power of the gospel. An ungrateful, loveless Christian undercuts the testimony of the gospel.



Let us put on display our gratitude, our lavish love to our Christ and the world will take note that
our sins have truly been forgiven.

(8:1-3) EPILOGUE — SUPPORT FOR THE ITINERANT PREACHING MINISTRY OF
JESUS
A. (8:1a) Itinerant Preaching Ministry of Jesus
“And it came about soon afterwards, that He began going about from one city and village
to another, proclaiming and preaching the kingdom of God,*

B. (8:1b-3) Inclusive Ministry Support From a Wide Range of Disciples
1. (8:1b) Twelve Apostles = Dedicated Inner Circle
“and the twelve were with Him,”

2. (8:2-3a) Many Women
a. Healed Women
“and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and
sicknesses.”

“Mary who was called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone
out,”

b. Prominent Women
“and Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod's steward,”

“and Susanna,”

Leon Morris: The rabbis refused to teach women and generally assigned them a very inferior
place.

Anyabwile: The Christian church would never have gotten off the ground were it not for women.
Churches around the world would have closed their doors generations ago if it were not for
women. Luke affirms these women by naming them for us. If our Lord valued and included
women in his ministry, then every church should include them in every way the Lord and his
Word permits. In every way women are called and gifted to serve, we want to see them
encouraged and flourishing in their service in accord with the Word of God so that the Word of
God might be spread among us.

3. (8:3b) Many Others — Generously Supporting the Ministry
“and many others who were contributing to their support out of their private
means.”
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DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:
1) What does intensity of devotion to Jesus Christ look like in my life?

2) How can we avoid being inhibited in our relationship with Christ based on the fear of what



others will think of us?

3) Do you have a growing realization of the depths of your own sinfulness the more you mature
as a believer?

4) What role should conviction of sin and our emotions play in our response to the gospel?
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QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Anyabwile: Now put yourself in the place of the woman. She lives in that city, and she knows
what Pharisees are like. Religious men. Often self-righteous. They make a big distinction
between themselves and “sinners.” They always reject “sinners” as unworthy. But Jesus is in
the Pharisee’s home, in her city, where she can reach him. What courage must it have taken for
her to enter this Pharisee’s home? What hope must have been in her heart when she gathered her
most expensive possession, an alabaster flask of ointment? What brokenness must have rushed
up in her heart and mind as she stood behind Jesus “weeping” (v. 38)? She knew she was a
sinner better than anyone else did. There behind the Lord, at his feet, she knelt in a pool of her
own tears.

J. Ligon Duncan: Do you know that some rabbis in Jesus’ time told husbands that they had the
right to divorce their wives if their wives ever let their hair down in front of another man? Do
you understand that this woman doesn't see anybody else in this room? She does not care what
anybody thinks about her! She doesn't care what they know about her; she doesn't care what she
once was, because this Man knew her heart and saw her sin and saw her need and He forgave
her. And all she wants to do is thank Him and praise Him and express her gratitude and her love.
And she doesn't know that there's anybody else in this room. She doesn't care what Simon thinks
about her. She doesn't care what the other guests think about her. All she cares about is Jesus, so
she's there wiping His feet off with her own hair.

David Strain: Simon’s Perspective

What kind of prophet has no real idea of what’s going on here? Jesus isn’t disturbed at all by
this! He ought to be scandalized! He ought to shrink back from the touch of this filthy, unclean
woman! And who does she think she is, barging her way into my home like this?”” He really
doesn’t think much of Jesus; he certainly doesn’t think much of this woman at all. The one
person he does think much of is Simon. She’s a sinner and Jesus is a fraud, but Simon, you
know, Simon, at least in his own eyes, Simon is neither fraud nor sinner. He’s respectable,
religious, above reproach. Better, certainly, than the charlatan he may now be regretting ever
having invited to be guest of honor in his home. And surely far better than this wretched woman
who doesn’t even have enough sense to respect the socially acceptable norms of behavior.

Steven Cole: How to Love Jesus Fervently
To love Jesus fervently, realize your great debt and your utter inability to repay it and
trust totally in God’s grace to forgive it.

1) The Pharisee -- Simon’s relationship to Jesus could be described as formal, distant and cool.
He invited Jesus to his home for dinner, probably thinking that the theological discussion would
be interesting. This young Teacher was creating quite a stir, and it would be intriguing to interact




with Him. But Simon had no sense of personal need. He projected an air of having it together.
After all, he was a Pharisee. For him, Jesus didn’t offer anything eternally vital. Scholars debate
whether Simon’s withholding of water to wash Jesus’ feet, of the greeting kiss, and of the oil to
anoint His head was rude or not. But certainly Simon’s reception of Jesus was much more
reserved than he would have shown to the Chief Priest if he had come to dinner. Simon wanted
to reflect a certain coolness and distance. He didn’t want his friends to think that he had gone
overboard for Jesus or anything like that. . .

2) The Prostitute -- Jesus was about to showcase a prostitute as an example for a Pharisee to
follow! The fact was, Simon had not really seen that woman. He had not seen that she had
something he needed, namely, a loving, thankful heart toward the Savior. It took a lot of courage
for this woman to seek out Jesus in this gathering that probably included many Pharisees. She
knew that she would have to endure stares, whispers, and muffled laughter as the men nudged
one another. But she wanted openly to express her love for Jesus, and she was willing to endure
public humiliation to do it. . .

3) The Prophet -- Jesus is the third main character of the drama. One of Luke’s main reasons for
relating this story is to get us to reflect on the question, “Who is this man, Jesus?”” The question
came to Simon’s mind as he squirmed while watching this notorious woman kiss Jesus’ feet. He
thought, “If this man were a prophet He would know who and what sort of person this woman is
who is touching Him, that she is a sinner” (7:39). Luke uses splendid irony by showing that
Jesus could read Simon’s secret thoughts, even though Simon doubted that He was a prophet!

The dinner guests also raise the question of Jesus’ identity: “Who is this man who even forgives
sins?” (7:49). It’s not the first time in Luke that this question has been asked. Jesus demonstrated
His authority to forgive sins by raising the paralytic from his stretcher (5:21, 24). Here, He
ignores the murmuring of the religious crowd, assures this sinful woman of her forgiveness and
sends her away in peace. You can only rightly forgive sins if they were committed against you.
Luke wants us to consider that this man is not only a prophet, He is the one whose Law this
sinful woman had broken. As God in human flesh, He could rightly forgive sins.

Mattoon: Alabaster jars of perfume were so valuable in the first century they were often
purchased as investments. This box may have been extremely expensive, as costly as one year's
wages. These boxes were made from a stone found near Alabastron in Egypt, so the Greeks gave
them the name of the city and called them alabastron or "Alabaster." This name was given to the
stone of which they were made. Alabaster was ideal for holding perfumes and fragrant oils. The
quality of the stone helped preserve the oils. The alabaster that was used38 to hold these
perfumes was like a whitish, soft marble that was easily carved and shaped. The containers
usually had a long neck and wide bottom. Many women wore smaller vials that were hung
around their delicate necks and rested on their chest. This is how they carried their perfume when
they needed to freshen up. If they started to stink from sweat or if their breath smelled, they had
oils they could use to touch their tongue or spread on their skin. Clove oil or peppermint oil, for
example, is a great breath or body freshener. Oils were used for medicine and to anoint the body
after bathing. This helped to protect their bodies from the brazen winds and arid conditions of the
desert. They would also put the oil on their clothing to give them a pleasant smell. Many of the
perfumes were made of olive oil and spices that had been boiled and blended together. While the
water was boiling, the spices were added. Common spices used that you would recognize were
myrrh, frankincense, and cinnamon. Many other ingredients were used in different combinations.
After the ingredients were blended, they were transferred to suitable containers. To preserve the



special scents of the ointment, alabaster jars with long necks were sealed at the time the ointment
was prepared and then broken just before use (Mark 14:3). They usually contained about a half
a pint of oil.

Joseph Stowell: Can it be that we can become so good that we don’t even recognize Jesus as He
really is and rejoice in His love and mercy for the worst of the lost?

As one author noted, Simon was typical of a whole group of “good” people. Describing Simon,
he wrote:

[Simon is] humorless, prudish, constrained in his affections, incapable of enjoying
himself, repressed, inhibited, pouting and censorious.

There are hundreds of people like that today: respectable, conventional, good people. They look
down their noses at the permissive society. They curl their lip at the decay in moral standards.
They think they’re good but they are not; they’re simply dull. They think they’re being moral,
but they are not; they’re simply feeling sanctimonious.

What an important warning to those of us who value righteousness and truth. Humility,
compassion, love, and righteous tolerance mark true followers. We can never forget that we are
debtors to grace who, in the presence of Jesus, know we still have a long way to go.

Pray for the humility to know that you have not yet arrived (Strength for the Journey).

William MacDonald: Dry-Eyed Christianity

I think of the sinful woman who washed the Savior’s feet with her tears, and wiped them with
her hair, and kissed His feet, and anointed them with ointment (Lu. 7:38). Although living on the
other side of the Cross, she was more attuned emotionally than I with all my superior knowledge
and privilege.

Why am I such a block of ice? Is it that I have been brought up in a culture where it is considered
unmanly to weep? If so, then I wish I had never known that culture. It is not a disgrace to weep
in the shadow of Calvary; the disgrace lies in not weeping.

Borrowing Jeremiah’s words, I must henceforth pray, “Oh that my head were waters, and mine
eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and night” (Jer. 9:1); weep, that is, over the
sufferings and death which my sins brought on the sinless Savior. And I take as my own the
immortal words of Isaac Watts: “Well might I hide my blushing face, while His dear cross
appears; Dissolve my heart in thankfulness, and melt my eyes to tears.”



TEXT: Luke 8:4-15
TITLE: PARABLE OF THE SOILS

BIG IDEA:

RESPONSE TO THE GOSPEL DEPENDS ON YOUR HEART CONDITION --
UNDERSTANDING EVANGELISM STARTS WITH UNDERSTANDING THE FOUR
DIFFERENT TYPES OF HEART RESPONSES TO THE SOWING OF THE GOSPEL

INTRODUCTION:

This passage is not about the sower — who is not expressly identified here; it is not about what
method or style the sower uses or what type of personality or powers of persuasion the sower
uses ... It is a given that the sower is sowing the seed

This passage is not even about the seed — which is the Word of God — it is assumed that the seed
is genuine and pure and unadulterated and effective. This is not about adapting our message or
refining it to be more palatable ...

This passage is all about the difference in soils. We need to first examine how it is that we
receive and respond to the Word of God. Then we need to make sure we can pass this
Evangelism 101 course in terms of how the gospel message impacts ourselves and then others.

I. (:4) TEACHING LOGISTICS

A. (:4a) Teaching Setting
“And when a great multitude were coming together, and those from the various cities
were journeying to Him,”

Jesus was attracting large crowds of people; they were a mixed bag in terms of the preparation of
their heart to receive the good news of the kingdom of God

B. (:4b) Teaching Method = Parable
“He spoke by way of a parable.”

Two contrasting goals: revealing truth and concealing truth — enigmatic presentation

But what is a parable?

MacArthur: Any kind of analogy, any kind of illustration, any kind of comparison fits into the
broad category of a parable.

Constable: Parables are illustrations that teach truth by comparisons (Gr. parabole, lit.
"something thrown alongside," similitudes). Some are long stories, but others are short similes,
metaphors, analogies, or proverbial sayings (cf. 2:19-20, 21, 22; 3:24-25, 27). The popular
definition that a parable is an earthly story with a heavenly meaning, is essentially accurate as far
as it goes. The use of parables for teaching was a common rabbinic device that Jesus adopted and
used with great skill. . . . Matthew recorded Jesus giving two groups of parables on this occasion:



four to the multitudes (Matt. 13:3b-35), and four to the disciples (Matt. 13:36-52). Mark recorded
only Jesus' parables to the multitudes.

Wiersbe: A parable begins innocently as a picture that arrests our attention and arouses our
interest. But as we study the picture, it becomes a mirror in which we suddenly see ourselves. If
we continue to look by faith, the mirror becomes a window through which we see God and His
truth. How we respond to that truth will determine what further truth God will teach us."

II. (:5-8) DETAILS OF THE PARABLE — 4 TYPES OF SOIL AND THE RESULTS
(:5a) Preamble
“The sower went out to sow his seed;”

Importance of this fundamental parable -- need to understand the main point here

Function of the sower is to sow — viewed here as sowing directly (rather than through
intermediaries)

Indiscriminate sowing — not like a farmer at all — but with the purpose in mind of producing a
fruitful crop

Broadcast method of sowing -- not planting individual seeds ... but walking down paths in a
field and casting seed everywhere

A. (:5b) Seed on the Road
“and as he sowed, some fell beside the road; and it was trampled under foot, and the
birds of the air ate it up.”

Jeff Miller: A first-century path alongside—or through—a field was composed of dirt that was
well-worn and firmly-packed from high volumes of foot traffic, virtually impenetrable to
scattered seed.

We can throw some grass seed on our lawn and see some of the same activity — where the seed
lies on ground that has not been prepared and dug up ... the birds come along and say “Thank
you very much for the easy meal”

B. (:6) Seed on Rocky Ground
“And other seed fell on rocky soil, and as soon as it grew up, it withered away, because it
had no moisture.”

Lots of rocky ground in Palestine

MacArthur: What we’re talking about here is limestone bedrock below the level of the plow. The
plow goes in but below that there’s limestone bedrock. That stuff exists all through the land of
Israel. It is...in fact, the rabbis used to say that when God dumped the rocks on the earth, He
made a mistake and dumped all of them on Israel. It is a very, very rocky place and much of that
rock lies below the surface, below the plow and what happens is, the seed goes in, it finds the
soft soil, it starts to get life, the ground is warm, there’s moisture and water there and it starts to
grow, the roots can’t go down because they hit bedrock and so whatever nutrients are there,
whatever elements of life are there shoot the plant upward. And that’s why it says it immediately
sprang up.



Emphasis here = No root

C. (:7) Seed Among Thorns
“And other seed fell among the thorns; and the thorns grew up with it, and choked it out.”

Emphasis here = No fruit

D. (:8a) Seed on Good Soil
“And other seed fell into the good soil, and grew up, and produced a crop a hundred
times as great.”

The distinctive nature of this soil is that it is the only one described as “good” because it is the
only one that yields lasting fruit

(:8b) Postscript
“As He said these things, He would call out, ‘He who has ears to hear, let him hear.’
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How do the 3 unfruitful types of soil represent the 3 great enemies of the Christian:

Wiersbe: Each of the three fruitless hearts is influenced by a different enemy: the hard heart—the
devil himself snatches the seed; the shallow heart—the flesh counterfeits religious feelings; the
crowded heart—the things of the world smother the growth and prevent a harvest. These are the
three great enemies of the Christian: the world, the flesh, and the devil (Eph. 2:1-3)."

1 John 2:15-17 “Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world,
the love of the Father Is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust
of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. The world
is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever.”

Wiersbe: This parable shows that Jesus was not impressed by the great crowds that followed
Him. He knew that most of the people did not really "hear" the Word and receive it in their
hearts. He gave this story to encourage the disciples in their future ministry, and to encourage us
today. When you consider how much teaching, preaching, and witnessing goes on in the course
of a month or a year, you wonder why there is such a small harvest. The fault does not lie with
the sower or the seed. The problem is with the soil. The human heart will not submit to God,
repent and receive the Word, and be saved.....Faith is not a matter of IQ or education; it is a
matter of humbly preparing the heart to receive God's truth (James 1:19-21). The wise and
prudent are blind to truths that are easy for the babes to understand (Matt. 11:20-26).

III. (:9-10) ASIDE — PARABLES 101 - INTRODUCTION TO PARABLES
A. (:9) Perplexity About Parables: Why Use Parables? / What Do They Mean?
“And His disciples began questioning Him as to what this parable might be.”

Sounds like the bulk of the crowd dispersed with no understanding of the meaning of this parable
Distinction made here between the general followers of Jesus and the specific 12 Apostles

B. (:10) Purpose of Parables
“And He said, ‘To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God,



but to the rest it is in parables, in order that seeing they may not see, and hearing they
may not understand.”™

Def. of a mystery = something not previously revealed in the OT but now made known by God
both revealing and granting understanding of the truth

Jewish understanding and expectation of the kingdom of God was not complete; there was a
mystery aspect to it — certainly this whole church age in which the emphasis is on sowing the
seed to all men everywhere — to create a church with no distinction between Jew and Gentile —
was a mystery to OT Jews

Look at the clear distinction Jesus makes between 2 very different groups of people:
- The disciples who have been given a gift of understanding God’s truth ... and by
implication who receive the gift of forgiveness of sins
- Those who are outside — to whom the truth is hidden in judgment; who will not
experience forgiveness of sins

That’s why it should not be surprising that of the 4 types of soil mentioned ... only 1 concerns
those who are saved = the only group that bears fruit

D. Miller: The “secrets of the kingdom™ (vs. 10) are secrets not because they are not announced,
but because those who hear them often refuse to listen. Christianity is an open, a confessed faith.
One must, therefore, take heed that he hears aright, for this makes him capable of hearing more,
and thus of becoming a better witness.

IV. (:11-15) INTERPRETATION OF THE PARABLE -4 TYPES OF SOIL AND THE
RESULTS
(:11) Consistent Thread = Sowing the Seed

“Now the parable is this: the seed is the word of God.”

The sower is actively sowing the word — that is a given — STOP right here; is this a given for us
individually ... for us as a church ... is this what characterizes the bulk of our activities ... is
everything else just there to support our main ministry in life = to fulfill the Great
Commission??? Huge problem ... but not the thrust of this parable

Not talking about HOW the sower sows the word — should we use tracts .. open air preaching
... friendship evangelism ... large stadium type crusades ... etc. — should we use different types
of music .. what about drama and plays ...

Everybody hears the Word — not dealing with the issue of what about the heathen in Africa who
have never heard the gospel
Differing responses to the Word is the issue — based on different dispositions of the heart

Stedman: The Word of God is sown by means of preaching or teaching or reading or studying or
witnessing, or in some other way. The Word is dropped into hearts like seeds into soil. That
Word is the life-giving element which can change the whole situation and bring enrichment and
harvest into a life. Therefore the moment of the sowing of the Word is a magic hour. It is a time
when the opportunity to be changed is present.



The inherent power of the Word of God:
James 1:21 “in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls”

1 Pet. 1:23 “for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that
is, through the living and enduring word of God”

A. (:12) Seed on the Road — Hardened Hearts vs. Spiritual Life
“And those beside the road are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes
away the word from their heart, so that they may not believe and be saved.”

Satan is alive and active; a genuine threat and enemy 