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OUTLINE OF ACTS

THE SPREAD OF THE GOSPEL

THE ACTS OF THE RESURRECTED JESUS CHRIST PERFORMED BY HIS CHOSEN
APOSTLES THROUGH THE POWER OF THE PROMISED HOLY SPIRIT

Key Verse: Acts 1:8
“you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses:
L (1:1-8:3) both in Jerusalem,
I1. (8:4 - 12:25) and in all Judea and Samaria,
III. (13:1 —-21:16) and even to the remotest part of the earth.”
IV. (21:17 — 28:28) Final trials and arrival at Rome

(28:30-31) Epilogue

2 Major Threads governing the outline:
- Geographical spread of the gospel — switch from Jerusalem to Antioch as center of operations
- Progression in terms of the central figures — from Peter to Paul

1. (1:1 — 8:3) Origin of the Christian Church in Jerusalem —
Leadership of Peter and Founding of the Church

A. (1:1-26) Foundation for the Church -- Commissioned to Witness — Preparations for Pentecost —
Emphasis on Jesus Christ and His Instructions — Home base in Jerusalem
1. (1:1-5) Commissioned to Witness — Prologue
(1:1a) Introduction: Connection to the Gospel of Luke
a. (1:1-2) The Acts of the Resurrected Jesus Christ
b. (1:2b-4a) The Acts of the Chosen Apostles
c. (1:4b-5) The Acts of the Promised Holy Spirit
2. (1:4-11) Commissioned to Witness — Final Instructions -- Great Commission Mandate
a. (1:4-5) Commanding them to wait for the empowerment of the Holy Spirit
b. ( 1:6-8) Correcting their understanding of the nature and focus of their mission
c.(1:9-11) Communicating the urgency and ultimate success of their mission
3. (1:12-26) Commissioned to Witness — Final Preparations — 2 Key Areas
a.(1:12-14)  Strengthen your spiritual relationships — Draw close to God and to your partners
in gospel ministry
b. (1:15-26)  Submit to God’s sovereign plan — Which involves following the blueprint of
God’s revelation

B. (2:1-47) Filling of the Church -- The Coming of the Holy Spirit in Powerful Proclamation —
Emphasis on the Holy Spirit -- Peter’s initial sermon showing continuity with OT prophecy
1. (2:1-4) Arrival of the Day of Pentecost — Powerful Proclamation in Tongues
2. (2:5-13)  Analysis of the Day of Pentecost — Proclamation of the Greatness of God
3.(2:14-36)  Authentication of Jesus as the Promised Messiah and Head of the Church
a. (2:14-24) Emphasis on the Prophetic Fulfillment of the Messianic Age
b. (2:22-32) Emphasis on the Resurrection of Jesus Christ
c. (2:33-36) Emphasis on the Ongoing Activity of the Exalted Jesus Christ
4. (2:37-42) Application of the Salvation Message — Importance of Repentance and Water Baptism
5. (2:43-47) Assembly Life — Church community should be a happening place




C. (3:1 —5:42) Fortification of the Church -- Apostolic Ministry Focusing on Peter and John

1. (3:1-26) Sign Miracles Validate Gospel Proclaimers --

Open the Door for Gospel Preaching and Re-Offer of the Kingdom
a. (:1-10) Healing by the Power of Christ
b. (:11-16)  Preaching the Glory of Christ
c. (:17-26)  Offering the Blessing of Christ and His Kingdom

2. (4:1-22) Source of Authority Established for Gospel Proclaimers
a. (:1-12) Exclusivity of the Gospel
b. (:13-22)  Obeying God Rather than Man

3. (4:23-31) Sovereignty of God Emphasized in Corporate Prayer as the Key to Boldness for Gospel
Proclaimers

4. (4:32—-5:11) Spiritual Hypocrisy in the Church Condemned

5. (5:12-42) Spiritual Power Prevails in Persevering Gospel Preaching — Despite Futile Opposition

D. (6:1 —8:3) Fulfillment in the Church of God’s Progressive Plans -- Jewish Persecution of the Church
Confirms the Nation in Unbelief (Until Times of Gentiles Fulfilled) — Focusing on Stephen
1. (6:1-15) Stephen’s Introduction and Ministry — Profile of Spirit Filled Christian Servant
2. (7:1-53) Stephen’s Defense before the Sanhedrin — OT Survey of Failures of Nation of Israel
a. (7:1-8) God’s Dealings with Abraham — Full of Faith
b. (7:9-16)  God’s Dealings with Joseph —  Full of Wisdom
c. (7:17-43) God’s Dealings with Moses —  Full of Power
d. (7:44-50) God’s Dealings with respect to a Tabernacle / Temple
e. (7:51-53) Application to Sanhedrin
3. (7:54-60) Stephen’s Martyrdom

Transition: (8:1-3) Persecution of the Church by Saul — Leads to spread of church to Judea and Samaria

II. (8:4—12:25) Early Development of the Christian Church in Judea and Samaria —
Transition from Leadership of Peter to Barnabas and Saul
A. (8:4-40) New Territory for Expansion -- Ministry Outreach of Philip the Evangelist

1. (:4-24) Charlatans like Simon the Sorcerer Exposed — Inroads into Samaria

2. (:25-40) Conversion of Ethiopian eunuch — Inroads into Judea

B. (9:1-31) New Leadership for the Church -- Conversion and Initial Ministry of Paul = Apostle to Gentiles
1. (:1-19) God’s Surprising Choice for Ministry — Conversion of Saul in Damascus — Role of Ananias
2. (:19-30) Challenges in Initiating New Ministries — Paul in Damascus and Jerusalem
3. (:31) Progress Report: Peace and Growth throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria

C. (9:32—-11:18) New Mindset of Accepting Gentiles on Equal Footing with Jews — Healing Ministry of Peter
With a Changed Perspective Towards Gentiles
1. (9:32-43) Two Examples of Church Growth in Remote Cities of Judea
a. (:32-35) Aenecas Healed — Church Growth in Lydda and Sharon
b. (:36-43) Dorcas Restored to Life — Church Growth in Joppa
2. (10:1 — 11:18) Gospel Comes to Gentiles Without Partiality — Conversion of Household of Cornelius

D. (11:19 —12:25) New Center of Operations -- Teaming of Saul and Barnabas to Bring Relief to Persecuted
Brethren in Judea from New Headquarters in Antioch

1. (11:19-30) Church at Antioch Sending Team of Barnabas and Saul to Aid Brethren in Judea

2. (12:1-23)  Persecution in Jerusalem by Herod

Transition: (12:24-25) Successful Mission and Return of Barnabas and Saul to Antioch



II. (13:1 —21:16) Spread of the Christian Church to the Ends of the Earth —
3 Missionary Journeys of Paul and the Jerusalem Council
A. (13:1 —14:28) Paul’s First Missionary Journey
1. (13:1-12) Missionary Manual — Missionaries are sent out to rescue lost souls from the domain of
darkness with the truth of God’s Word
a. (13:1-3)  Deployment Process
b. (13:4-12)  Battle for Souls
2. (13:13) Impact of Desertion on Christian Ministry
3. (13:14-41) Jewish Gospel — 7 Step Gospel Presentation
(13:14-16a) The Approach — The Missionary Mindset
b. (13:16b) The Address — The Missionary Cultural Sensitivity
c. (13:17-22) The Authentication of the Message — The Missionary Apologetic
d. (13:23-25) The Announcement of the Arrival of the Savior — The Missionary Focus
e. (13:26-29) The Awakening of Guilt — The Missionary Hard Truth
f. (13:30-37) The Awakening of Hope — The Missionary Good News
g.
(

®

(13:38-41)  The Application — The Missionary Invitation

4. (13:42 - 14:7) Contrasting Responses to the Gospel —
(13:42-52) 3 Stages of the Response to Paul’s Preaching in Antioch
(1) (13:42-44)  Initial Hunger — Result: Continuing in Grace
(2) (13:45-49) Digested Response — Result: Spreading the Gospel
(3) (13:50-52) Long Term Impact — Result: Rejoicing in the Holy Spirit
b. (14:1-7) 3 Stages of the Response to Paul’s Preaching in Iconium
(1) (14:1) Initial Positive Response — Both Jews and Gentiles
(2) (14:2-4) Heated Debate Due to Opposition Instigated by Jealous Jews
(3) (14:5-7) Long Term Impact — Persecuted Preachers Advance the Word of God Despite
Organized Opposition
5. (14:8-18)  Three Keys to God Receiving the Glory
a. (14:8-10) Miracle of Healing — Faith in Jesus Christ Accomplishes the Impossible

b. (14:11-13) Mistake of Hero Worship — Fickle Crowds Worship the Human Instruments
c. (14:14-18) Ministration of Humility — Faithful Ministers of the Gospel Redirect Misplaced Praise
6. (14:19-28) Three Persistent Activities of Pioneer Missionaries
a. (14:19-20a) Stay on Course ... Never Quit ... Persevere
b. (14:20b-23) Stress the Fundamentals
(1) Expanding to New Frontiers
(2) Evangelizing the Territory
(3) Edifying the Young Believers to the Point of Effective Discipleship
(4) Encouraging Maturity and Perseverance in the Faith
(5) Enlightening Converts Regarding the Reality of Suffering
(6) Effecting Plurality of Elder Church Shepherding
(7) Exemplifying Spiritual Disciplines
(8) Entrusting Them to the Lord
c. (14:24-28) Share Their Vision and Give God the Glory

B. (15:1-35) Jerusalem Council — Uniting Christian Jews and Gentiles
1. (15:1-21) Combating Legalism

a. (15:1)  The Potentially Divisive Issue — What is the Relationship Between Salvation and the OT
Law of Moses?

b. (15:2)  The Wise Forum for Resolution — Centralized Church Council of Recognized Spiritual
Leaders

c. (15:3-4) The Undeniable Facts — How is God Working in This Age?

d. (15:5)  The Stubborn Confusion — Blind Loyalty to Legalistic Thinking



e. (15:6-21) The Convincing Testimony and Judgments
2. (15:22-35) Partnership in the Gospel — Positive Example

C. (15:36 — 18:23) Paul’s Second Missionary Journey
1. (15:36-41) Partnership in the Gospel — Negative Example — Split Between Paul and Barnabas
2. (16:1-5) Adding Timothy to the Missionary Team — 3 Stages in Timothy’s Integration

a. (16:1-2)  Preparation — Promising Recruit
b. (16:3) Commissioning — Precautionary Ritual
c. (16:4-5)  Service — Progress Report

3. (16:6-15) Macedonian Call and Salvation of Lydia —
2 Sovereign Initiatives that are Essential for Gospel Fruit
a. (16:6-10) Opening Doors
b. (16:11-15) Opening Hearts
4. (16:16-40) Dealing with Satanic Forces
a. (16:16-24) Dealing with Demonic Religious Profiteering
(1) (16:16-18) Action = Exorcising Demons
(2) (16:19-24) Reaction = Enraging Deceivers — 5 Characteristics of Enraged Deceivers
(a) (:19a) They Increase Their Wealth by Exploitation and Greed
(b) (:19b) They Intimidate the Righteous with Strong Arm Tactics
(c) (:20-21) They Invent Malicious Lies and False Charges
(d) (:22-23a) They Inflict Cruelty from the Protection of a Mob Mentality
(e) (:23b-24) They Inflate Their Egotistical Sense of Power and Jurisdiction
b. (16:25-40) Deliverance From the Shackles of Satan and Sin
(1) (16:25-34) Deliverance Spreads the Joy of Salvation to New Converts
(2) (16:35-40) Deliverance Sparks Public Rebuke and Private Reassurance
5. (17:1-15) Tale of Two Cities — Truth vs Tradition
a. (17:1-10a) Trouble in Thessalonica — Jealousy for the Security of Man’s Traditions
b. (17:10b-15) Truth Seekers in Berea — Passion for the Truth of God’s Word
6. (17:16-34) No Room for Tolerance About Who God Is
a. (17:16-23) The Approach in Athens
b. (17:24-29) The Argument — Based on the Uniqueness of God — 6 Distinctive Truths About God
(1) (:24a) God is Unique as Our Powerful Creator
(2) (:24b) God is Unique as the Lord of Heaven and Earth
(3) (:24c) God is Unique in His Transcendence
(4) (:25) God is Unique in His Self-Existence / Self-Sufficiency — Sustainer of All
(5) (:26) God is Unique in His Providential Governance
(6) (:27-28) God is Unique in His Immanence, in His Self-Revelation and in His Redemptive
Purposes
c. (17:30-34) The Application and Response — Exposing Worthless Religious Philosophy
(1) (17:30-31) The Application — Imminency of Judgement Demands Immediate Repentance
Because the Judge is the Resurrected Jesus
(2) (17:32-34) The Response — 3 Different Responses to the Message of the Resurrection
7. (18:1-11) Encouragement in Corinth — 4 Compass Points of Your Ministry Mindset
a. (18:1-4) Ministry Identity — Encouragement from New Ministry Partners
b. (18:5-6) Ministry Focus -- Encouragement from Old Ministry Partners and Financial Supporters
c. (18:7-8) Ministry Momentum — Encouragement from New Converts
d. (18:9-11) Ministry Perseverance — Encouragement from God Himself
8. (18:12-23) Ministry Cycle
a. (18:7-11) Calling — Aggressive Ministry
b. (18:12-13) Crisis — Unprovoked Attack
c. (18:14-17) Climax of Deliverance — Providential Deliverance
d. (18:18-23) Cycle Renewed — Ministry Expansion — Transition to 3™ Missionary Journey




D. (18:23 —21:16) Paul’s Third Missionary Journey
1. (18:24-28) Nine Characteristics of the Ideal Preacher Exemplified by Apollos
a. (18:24a) Polished Speaking Ability
b. (18:24b) Powerful Bible Expert
c. (18:25a) Faithful Disciple
d. (18:25b)  Passionate for the Lord
e. (18:25c)  Accurate Teacher
f. (18:26a) Bold and Courageous in Ministry
g. (18:26b)  Humble and Teachable
h. (18:27a) Commended by the Brethren
1. (18:27b-28) Effective in Ministry = Summary
2. (19:1-7) Dispensational Progression From John’s Baptism to Christian Baptism
a. (19:1) Transitional Period Between OT and NT Saints
b. (19:2-4) Two Key Questions Exposing the Incomplete Faith of These Disciples of John the Baptist
c. (19:5-7) Normal Application of Christian Baptism Accompanied by Unusual Special Sign Gifts
3. (19:8-20) The Power of the Word and Works of God
a. (19:8-10) The Power of the Word of God
b. (19:11-20) The Power of the Works of God
4. (19:21-41) Quieting Opposition to Christianity in Ephesus
a. (19:21-22) Transition — Commitment to Ministry — Strategic Planning
b. (19:23-27) Conflict in Ephesus — The Reason for the Riot
c. (19:29-34) Chaos in Ephesus — 9 Characteristics of a Mob Mentality
(1) (:28a) Anger
(2) (:28b) Backlash
(3) (:29a) Confusion
(4) (:29b) Frenzy
(5) (:29¢) Scapegoat Targeting
(6) (:30-31) Volatile Atmosphere
(7) (:32) Incoherent Noise
&) (:33) Squelched Dialogue
9) (:34) Rallying Cry
d. (19:35-41) Calming in Ephesus — Rational Plea for Abandoning the Riot
5. (20:1-6) Journey to Greece and then to Troas
6. (20:7-12) Raising of Eutychus — Divine Object Lesson Regarding Resurrection
a. (20:7-8)  The Circumstances Surrounding the Object Lesson — the Message of the Gospel is that
Light has Come into the World
b. (20:9) The Condition Requiring New Life — the Message of the Gospel is that Rejection of the
Light Leads to Death
c. (20:10) The Contact with God That Results in New Life — the Message of the Gospel is that God
Saves by Raising the Dead to New Life
d. (20:11-12) The Celebration and Comfort Associated with New Life — the Message of the Gospel is
that our New Life Should Revolve Around Worship and Fellowship and Edification and
Testimony
7. (20:13-16) Journey from Assos to Miletus
8. (20:17-38) Farewell Pastors’ Conference at Ephesus — Pastoral Ministry Must Follow Apostolic Pattern
a. (20:17-21) Pastoral Track Record of a Consistent, Humble, Caring, Persevering, Fruitful
Proclamation of the Gospel of the Grace of God
b. (20:22-24) Pastoral Commitment to Finish the Course of Ministry Whatever the Personal Cost in a
Manner Highlighting the Gospel of the Grace of God
c. (20:25-27) Pastoral Testimony of a Clear Conscience in Ministry Due to Faithfully Communicating
the Whole Counsel of God



d. (20:28-32) Pastoral Warning Against False Teachers Who Will Seek to Lead the Sheep Astray —
4 Motivations for Elders to Guard Against False Teachers:
(1) (:28) Because of Your Divine Commissioning — Stewardship Responsibility
(2) (:29-30) Because of Their Aggressive Attacks — Sneak Attacks
3) (31 Because of the Apostolic Shepherding Model — Shepherding Model
4) (:32) Because of God’s Powerful Resources — Sanctifying Grace
e. (20:33-35) Pastoral Example of Self Support and Sacrificial Giving —
3 Exhortations to Spiritual Leaders to Prefer and Pursue Self Support in the Ministry:
(1) (:33-34a) Self Support -- Work Hard to Meet Your Own Needs
(2) (:34b-35a) Sacrificial Giving — Work Hard to Help Others
(3) (:35b) Superior Standing — Work Hard to Enjoy the Blessing of Giving
f. (20:36-38) Prayerful, Tearful, Emotional Farewell
9. (21:1-16) Facing Danger at Jerusalem
a. (21:1-7)  Warning Delivered by Disciples Along the Journey
b. (21:8-14) Warning Delivered by Agabus at Caesarea
c. (21:15-16) Arrival at Jerusalem

IV. (21:17 —28:31) Paul’s Final Trials and Journey to Rome —
Providentially Delivered and Brought to Rome
A. (21:17 —23:22) Deliverance from Jews at Jerusalem Via Roman Governor Claudius Lysias
1. (21:17-40) Trouble at Jerusalem
a. (:17-26) Attempts to Avoid Offense
b. (:27-40) Attack Against Paul by Violent Jewish Mob
2. (22:1-30) Testimony before Jewish Mob
a. (22:1-21) Four Stages of Paul’s Personal Testimony
(1) (:3-5) Committed to Persecuting Christians as a Jewish Zealot
(2) (:6-11) Confronted by Jesus Himself on Damascus Road
(3) (:12-16) Converted and Commissioned Under the Tutelage of Ananias
(4) (:17-21) Commanded by Jesus to Leave Jerusalem to Evangelize the Gentiles
b. (22:22-30) Reaction to Paul’s Testimony
3. (23:1-11) Providentially Delivered from the Jewish Sanhedrin
4. (23:12-22) Providentially Delivered from the Jewish Conspiracy

B. (23:23 — 26:32) Deliverance from Roman Governors
1. (23:23-35) Claudius Lysias Passes Paul Along to Roman Governor at Caesarea
2. (24:1-27) Paul at Caesarea before Felix — Unjustly Charged / Characterized / Confined

a. (24:1-9)  Unjustly Charged — Felix Holds Court
b. (24:10-21) Unjustly Characterized — Felix Hears Paul’s Defense
c. (24:22-27) Unjustly Confined — Felix Hides from the Truth

3. (25:1 —26:32) Paul before Governor Festus and King Agrippa

a. (25:1-12) Paul Appeals to Caesar before Governor Festus

b. (25:13-27) Paul Gains Audience with King Agrippa and Bernice
(1) (25:13-22) Festus Explains Paul’s Case to King Agrippa
(2) (25:23-27) Paul Brought Before King Agrippa and Bernice

c. (26:1-32) Paul’s Testimony Before King Agrippa
(1) (26:1-11) Pre-Conversion Testimony of Life as a Strict Pharisee
(2) (26:12-18) Conversion Testimony Leading to His Commissioning
(3) (26:19-23) Gospel Witness of the Need for Repentance and Faith on the Part of All People
(4) (26:24-32) Concluding Interactions — Seeking Converts

C. (27:1-44) Deliverance from Forces of Nature — Voyage and Shipwreck of Paul
1. (27:1-8) Divine Providence Sets Our Course —



Difficult Journey by Sea Towards Final Destination

2. (27:9-20) Divine Providence Can Throw Us a Curve that Points Towards Hopelessness —
Desperate Situation Due to Huge Storm at Sea

3. (27:21-44) Divine Providence Validates Our Calm and Courageous Faith —
Dangerous Ordeal but Safe on Land at Last

D. (28:1-10) Deliverance from Religious Superstition -- Paul in Malta
1. (28:1-6) God Protects His Servants — Escaping Viper Venom at Malta —
Islanders Consider Paul First Cursed ... Then a God
2. (28:7-10) God Provides for His Servants and Blesses Their Ministry —
Islanders Show Paul Respect by Supplying Him for Final Journey

E. (28:11-16) Arrival in Rome at Last!
God Keeps His Promises to His Servants

F. (28:17-28) Final Testimony to Jews and Transition of Gospel Proclamation to Gentiles

(28:30-31) EPILOGUE -- GOD OPENS DOORS FOR GOSPEL PROCLAMATION TO ALL




TEXT: Acts 1: 1-3
TITLE: INTRODUCTION TO ACTS: COMMISSIONED TO WITNESS

BIG IDEA:

LUKE CHRONICLES: THE ACTS OF THE RESURRECTED JESUS CHRIST
PERFORMED BY HIS CHOSEN APOSTLES THROUGH THE POWER OF THE
PROMISED HOLY SPIRIT

INTRODUCTION:

We have just finished the Book of Nehemiah. You can download the completed pdf file from
our church website: www.solidrockmd.org We learned much from the mission of Nehemiah as
he pursued God’s kingdom purposes for his day and time — involving rebuilding the walls of
Jerusalem and reviving the people spiritually.

Today we are going to begin a study of the Book of Acts and focus on the mission of the church
for today. For the life of Christ we have the Synoptic Gospel accounts of Mat, Mark, Luke and
John. But for the important transition time of the founding of the church and the spread of the
gospel through the efforts of first Peter centered in Jerusalem and then Paul as the special
Apostle to the Gentiles, we only have the one historical document of the Book of Acts. That
concept of “transition time” is very important. This is a bridge period of time — the gospel of
the kingdom is still being offered first to the Jews in the early chapters — there is still the
presentation of the now risen and ascended Messiah to God’s chosen people. There is still the
offer of the coming kingdom if they will repent and embrace the promised Messiah. But there is
a transition as they continue to reject (not individually, but as a nation) and now the coming of
the future king will be linked to the completion of the fullness of the times of the Gentiles. As a
transition book, we will see some things that are not normative for this church age. But we will
also learn much from studying the initial missionary journeys about how the head of the church
wants us to build His church.

Key Verse: Acts 1:8 “you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you
shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem; and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest
part of the earth.” You can outline the book along these geographic lines. Not sure how far we
will take this study before we interrupt and go down a different path ... but we are at least
committing to the first section. Look at the contrast between the two parts of the Book

Chaps 1-12 Chaps 13-28
Jerusalem the center — Jewish focus Antioch the center — Gentile focus
Peter — central figure Paul — central figure — Apostle to the Gentiles
Peter imprisoned Paul imprisoned

We should gain confidence from studying this book; we should get excited about the power of
God working through His people; we should learn much about witnessing; we should learn much
about church methodology; we should draw closer to the person of Jesus Christ Himself as we
see His continued activity right now in the world — understanding the significance of His
resurrection and ascension and current role at the right hand of God.

Title of the Book:

Stott: The most accurate (though cumbersome) title, then, which does justice to Luke’s own



statement in verses 1 and 2, would be something like “The Continuing Words and Deeds of Jesus
by his Spirit through his Apostles.”

Bock: “The Acts of the Sovereign God through the Lord Messiah Jesus by His Spirit on Behalf
of the Way.”

LUKE CHRONICLES: THE ACTS OF THE RESURRECTED JESUS CHRIST
PERFORMED BY HIS CHOSEN APOSTLES THROUGH THE POWER OF THE
PROMISED HOLY SPIRIT

CONNECTION TO THE GOSPEL OF LUKE
“The first account | composed, Theophilus,”
Tov pév tpdtov Adyov dmomoduny & Osd@ire

A. Who is Luke?
Identified as the author by the “we” passages in Acts (other travelling companions can be ruled
out like Silas and Timothy) and by church tradition and by the link to the gospel he wrote

1. Historian

Luke 1:1-4 “Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile an account of the things
accomplished among us, 2 just as those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants
of the word have handed them down to us, 3 it seemed fitting for me as well, having investigated
everything carefully from the beginning, to write it out for you in consecutive order, most
excellent Theophilus; 4 so that you might know the exact truth about the things you have been
taught.”

This should be regarded as the preface to both Luke and Acts since the author considered his
work to be a historical unity.

Things “accomplished” or “fulfilled” as prophecied in the OT — that would apply more to the life
of Christ than the events of Acts

Luke was not an eyewitness to the extent that the apostles were — excellent at research;
interviewing the eyewitnesses; compiling and checking the fact

All about accuracy and truth and reliability — not dry and dull history here — exciting events

2. Physician — educated; could certainly distinguish miracles from medical works of
healing; understood the significance of the miracles which Christ performed — pointing to Him as
the Messiah; previewing His power when He comes to establish His kingdom on earth; and
those miracles performed early on by the apostles to authenticate their new message; also lived
through the transition of seeing those miracles becoming less prominent as the foundation of the
church was laid and now others came along to build the superstructure

3. Gentile — Col. 4:11, 14 — in that list of greetings, distinguished from those who were
of the circumcision; probably the only Gentile writer of any book of the bible; possibly a native
of Antioch

4. Traveling Companion of Paul

B. Who is Theophilus? — “lover of God” or “friend of God”



MacArthur: (on Luke 1:3) “most excellent” — This was a title used to address governors (Ac
23:26; 24:3; 26:25). This sort of language was reserved for the highest dignitaries, suggesting
that Theophilus was such a person.

Important figure; probably wealthy; from the ruling class; ¥4 of NT addressed personally to him
May have supported financially the project of researching and writing and distributing these
scrolls. Was he a believer already or someone that Luke was trying to impact with the Gospel
message?

Good generic name for each of us as we receive this revelation — want to grow as lovers of God,
as friends of God, as those who understand the mind of God and obey Him

C. What was the Emphasis of the Gospel of Luke?

The Works and Words of Jesus
Matt: Jesus as King of the Jews Mark: Christ the Servant John: Son of God
Presentation of Jesus as the Son of Man — a title that points to Him as the promised Messiah,;
perfect man of righteousness

Daniel 7:13-14 "I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds of heaven One
like a Son of Man was coming, And He came up to the Ancient of Days And was presented before
Him. 14 "And to Him was given dominion, Glory and a kingdom, That all the peoples, nations,
and men of every language Might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion Which
will not pass away; And His kingdom is one Which will not be destroyed.”

I. (:1-2) THE ACTS OF THE RESURRECTED JESUS CHRIST
A. Synergy Between the Works and the Words of Christ

“about all that Jesus began to do and teach,”

nepi maviwv ov fipEato O Incodg moteiv 1€ kai Siddokety,

No disconnect between how Jesus lived and what He taught

No hypocrisy when it comes to Christ

Christians are often discredited at this point — when their actions don’t match their words
Doctrine must impact behavior — that is why doctrine is so practical

Lloyd-Jones: The starting point, the fundamental thing, is that Christianity is about Jesus.
Christianity is not a teaching — it is a person. It is not merely a moral outlook that is to be
applied in the realm of politics. You start with a historical person.

Boice: Christianity is a historical religion. It is a religion that is not based primarily on an idea or
philosophy. Most of the religions of the world can exist apart from their founder. You do not
have to have a historical Buddha to have Buddhism. All you have to have are Buddhist
teachings. So also with many other religions. This is not the case with Christianity. If you take
away the history — if you reduce it, as some have tried to do, to a religion of mere ethics or ideas
— Christianity evaporates. This is because Christianity is indissolubly linked to the life and
accomplishments of Christianity’s founder.

And the life of Jesus continues today and must impact me today!

B. Significance of the Ascension — Huge Turning Point in History



“until the day when He was taken up,”
Bxpt Mg Muépac Eviethauevog
1. Proof of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ
Testimony to the resurrection is theme of the Gospel message in Acts
Significance of where Jesus is today
Approval of God signified in this “taking up” — cf. Enoch
Look at the testimony of John in his gospel — presenting Jesus as the eternal Son of God who
existed from all time and came down from heaven to enter this world via the virgin birth — a
totally unique situation; here now he is returning to his heavenly home

2. Progressive Revelation now advancing to a new era
Emphasis on the Holy Spirit — could not be given until Jesus returned to the
Father

Stott: Here Luke tells us how he thinks of his two-volume work on the origins of Christianity,
which constitutes approximately one quarter of the New Testament. He does not regard volume
one as the story of Jesus Christ . . . and volume two as the story of the church of Jesus Christ . . .
For the contrasting parallel he draws between his two volumes was not between Christ and his
church, but between two stages of the ministry of the same Christ. . . Thus Jesus’ ministry on
earth, exercised personally and publicly, was followed by his ministry from heaven, exercised
through his Holy Spirit by his apostles. Moreover, the watershed between the two was the
ascension. Not only did it conclude Luke’s first book and introduce his second (Acts 1:9), but it
terminated Jesus’ earthly ministry and inaugurated his heavenly ministry.

C. Spirit Mediated Special Instructions to His Chosen Apostles
“after He had by the Holy Spirit given orders to the apostles whom He had chosen.”
101G AMOGTOAO1G 010 TVEDUATOG Gryiov oVg EEehéEato avelnupbn.

3 Main Players all referenced in this phrase

Apostles = envoy, delegate or ambassador, sent out with a message and carrying the authority of
the sender

We have our marching orders for this age --- how obedient are we?
We must be a people who are Mission-Oriented — cf. The Great Commission Church

Stott: Luke has used the same verb eklegomai in his account of Jesus’ calling and choice of the
Twelve, “whom he also designated apostles”, and he is about to use it again when two men are
proposed to fill the vacancy left by Judas and the believers pray “Lord, . . . show us which of
these two you have chosen” (24). Significantly, the same verb is also used later in connection
with Paul. The risen Lord describes him to Ananias as “my chosen instrument to carry my name
before the Gentiles . . . ““ (9:15), and Ananias conveys this message to Paul: “The God of our
fathers has chosen you . . . You will be his witness . . . “ (22:14-15). It is thus emphasized that all
the apostles (the Twelve, Matthias and Paul) were neither self-appointed, nor appointed by any
human being, committee, synod or church, but were directly and personally chosen and
appointed by Jesus Christ himself.

We have been chosen to bear fruit as well



Il. (:2b-4a) THE ACTS OF THE CHOSEN APOSTLES
A. Foreordained Privilege
“to the apostles whom He had chosen”

Will be looking later in the chapter about the replacement chosen for Judas = Matthias; how does
the apostle Paul play into this equation?

“Training of the Twelve” — good name for book about the apostles — look at all that Jesus
invested in preparing these men for the pioneering work of spreading the gospel to the ends of
the earth

B. Fabulous Proofs — incredible, astonishing, wonderful, marvelous
1. Convincing Presentations
“To these He also presented Himself alive, after His suffering, by many
convincing proofs,”
01¢ kol Topéotnoey EavTov (dVTo LeTd TO TaOgV adTOV &v moALOTS TeKUNpioLC,

Appearances — not constantly for that 40 day period, but a number of distinct appearances

Bock: Kistemaker lists ten appearances of Jesus: to the women at the tomb, Mary Magdalene, the
Emmaus disciple, Peter in Jerusalem, ten disciples, eleven disciples, seven disciples fishing in
Galilee, eleven disciples in Galilee, the five hundred, and James the Lord’s brother

1 Cor. 15 details many of these

Death described as “His suffering” — we can never minimize what took place

Bock: As the apostles return to Jerusalem, they can be assured that the suffering of Jesus did not
end the story of the kingdom but was part of God’s program. Jesus is raised, alive, and ready to
bestow the blessing they need to carry out the mission he will give them. . . There will be a day
when Jesus returns from heaven to complete what God has started through him. The
introduction to Acts not only highlights key themes of the book; it also proclaims with assurance
that God’s program is on track.

Blaiklock: The fact of the resurrection was to be the solid foundation of the apostles’ faith and
the chief ingredient of their early message.
Read the Book of Acts looking for any reference to the resurrection of Jesus Christ

People are constantly demanding proof for Christianity — look at how these men were
transformed by the gospel; empowered to accomplish an amazing work in the short timeframe of
their lifespan; if they were testifying to a lie — if they had not seen the risen Christ — what a
fraud! Liar, Lunatic, or Lord — those are the options -- (today they add a fourth choice:
Legend)

2. Multiple Appearings
“appearing to them over a period of forty days,”

Ol MUEPDYV TEGGEPAKOVTA OTTAVOUEVOG DTOTG

to different people and different groups of people at different times and in different settings



3. Authoritative Teaching
“and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God.”
Kol Aéywv 10 mepi TG Paciieiog Tod Beod-

Only the one sent from heaven could speak with knowledge and authority on such a topic
What are some of these things concerning the kingdom of God?

Bock: God’s promised rule that comes with Jesus’ messianic program and activity . . . appears
thirty-two times in Luke and six times in Acts (1:3; 8:12; 14:22; 19:8; 28:23, 31).

Theme of Renewed offer of the kingdom of God to the Jews before turning to the Gentiles
with the gospel

J Sidlow Baxter: They were to witness to Him (1) as being indeed the Messiah-King of Israel,
the crucified but now risen Deliverer of His people, the predestined King of the long-promised
“kingdom of heaven”: and (2) as the personal Saviour, from the guilt and power and eternal
penalty of sin, of all who believe upon Him, through His atoning death and resurrection. They
were to present the offer of the King and the kingdom, just as the Lord Himself had done up to
the time of His crucifixion; only now there was a wonderful new factor in the message — that of
the Cross, the atonement for “the sin of the world,” and the good news of personal salvation by
faith on the Lord Jesus, the Christ of Isracl and now the Saviour of the world.

C. Final Preparation — Wait in Jerusalem for the gift of the promised Holy Spirit
1. Call for Staging
“And gathering them together,”
Kol GuVaALOUEVOG

2. Trigger for Deployment
“He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father had
promised,”
TapnNyyEley anToic o Tepocorvpmy un ywpilecbar AAAL Tepipuévey TV Enayyeliov
0D TaTpdg

Jerusalem = dangerous place to wait

10 day period of waiting upon God; must have been difficult to wait when they were primed for
action; importance of faith in the promises of God

What has our experience been in terms of waiting upon God?

OT prophecies of the coming of the Holy Spirit: Joel 2:28ff, Is. 32:15; Ezk. 36:27
Jesus’ promises of the coming of the Holy Spirit: John 14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7

1. (:4b-5) THE ACTS OF THE PROMISED HOLY SPIRIT
A. Holy Spirit Baptism Promised by God the Father and Testified to by Jesus Christ
“but to wait for what the Father had promised, "Which," He said, "you heard of from



Me;”

fiv rodoaté pov,

B. Holy Spirit Baptism Preferred Over the Water Baptism of John
“for John baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit”
ot Todvvng pev éBamticey Hoartt, VUEIC 6€ &v Tvedpuatt anticdnoecbe ayim

Parallel to John 3 — born again (born from above) by water and the spirit

Does this establish a pattern for this age that the baptism with the Holy Spirit should be an event
subsequent to one’s conversion? Importance of understanding the transitional nature of the
Book of Acts

1 Cor. 12:13 “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body”

C. Holy Spirit Baptism Coming Soon as a New Phenomenon
“not many days from now.”
00 UETA TOAAAGS TOOTAG TUEPOC.

Specific timetable in mind; Father knows; we must be watching and ready
Dramatic upcoming event of Pentecost

CONCLUSION:

These opening verses distinguish Jesus Christ from the founder of every other religion. His life
on earth was only the beginning of His spiritual ministry. That ministry continues today under
His direction by His appointed apostles through the power of the Holy Spirit whom He has sent —
because of the historical fact of His resurrection and ascension into heaven.

We are called to be witnesses today — not something complicated — tell people that Jesus is still
alive and at work in our lives and wants to work in their lives as well.

Look at the impact of a faithful individual in witnessing for Christ: a couple of key heroes of the
faith went home this week — having finished the course of their witness to Christ:

- Alan Tibbels — Sandtown Habitat for Humanity — what type of impact could this man
have? Became a quadriplegic 25 years ago after a terrible accident on a church
basketball floor — his life must have been over?? For nearly 21 years, Mr. Tibbels
was the force behind Sandtown Habitat for Humanity, an organization that built and
renovated nearly 300 homes in one of the city's most blighted areas. What the
newspaper accounts fail to emphasize is his consistent witness to his Lord and Savior.

- John Wooden — legendary coach of the UCLA college basketball team; 99 years of
testifying to the importance of godly character

As we begin this study of ACTs, think about what type of testimony and impact you should be
having for Christ. But it must start with first obeying the gospel message of repentance from
your sins and faith in the crucified and resurrected Lord Jesus Christ.
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DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:
1) Why did God insert a 10 day waiting period in between the Ascension and Pentecost?

2) As you read through Acts, what are some historical details that may not be normative for the
current church age? (in light of the transitional nature of this bridge period in time)

3) How many references to the Resurrection and/or the Ascension can you find in the Book of
Acts?

4) What types of “convincing proofs” to the historical truth of Christianity can be supplied from
this account in Acts?

K %k %k sk sk ok ok ok ok o3k

QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Stott: Luke repeatedly makes three points of political apologetic. First, Roman officials were
consistently friendly to Christianity, and some had even become Christians . . . Secondly, the
Roman authorities could find no fault in either Jesus or his apostles. . .

In the third place, the Roman authorities conceded that Christianity was a religion licita (a
lawful or licensed religion) because it was not a new religion (which would need to be approved
by the state) but rather the purest form of Judaism (which had enjoyed religious freedom under
the Romans since the second century BC). The coming of Christ was the fulfilment of Old
Testament prophecy, and the Christian community enjoyed direct continuity with the Old
Testament people of God.

This, then was Luke’s political apologetic. He produced evidence to show that Christianity
was harmless (because some Roman officials had embraced it themselves), innocent (because
Roman judges could find no basis for prosecution) and lawful (because it was the true fulfilment
of Judaism). . .

Of course in a secondary sense all the disciples of Jesus can claim that he has chosen us,
revealed himself to us, commissioned us as his witnesses, and both promised and given us his
Spirit. Nevertheless, it is not to these general privileges that Luke is referring here, but to the
special qualifications of an apostle — a personal appointment as an apostle by Jesus, an
eyewitness experience of the historical Jesus, an authorizing and commissioning by Jesus to
speak in his name, and the empowering Spirit of Jesus to inspire their teaching. It was primarily
these uniquely qualified men through whom Jesus continued “to do and to teach”, and to whom
Luke intends to introduce us in the Acts.

Lloyd-Jones: Christianity — The Only Hope

This Gospel is the only hope in the world today. . . G. K. Chesterton reminded us, “Christianity
has not been tried and found wanting; it has been found difficult and not tried.” That is the
simple truth. The world, speaking generally, has never tried Christianity. It has talked a lot
about it, but it has not really tried it. . . Need to examine the origin of the Christian church . . .
the question of authority is primary and fundamental . . . Christianity is a phenomenon of



history. Itis a fact.

Boice: Luke’s history opens up and embraces the entire church age. At the beginning, we are in
contact with the risen Christ and a world of miracles. This is a world we have very little contact
with today. But then, as the book progresses, we have the feeling that it becomes increasingly
like the kind of world we know. At the end, we find the Christians bearing witness, just as we
are called to bear witness, and being persecuted, just as we are often persecuted. As we study
this book we find sound principles of church growth and see the way in which temptation and
trials are overcome by the grace of God.

Dr. John Whitcomb: The Ascension of Christ

Psalm 68 — 1,000 years before Christ came, there was prophecy of resurrection and ascension of
Christ; Ps. 110:1 — Jesus will come back to earth and all His enemies will become His footstool;
Is. 52:13 — introductory paragraph — “He will be very high” — He will ascend to the third heaven,
the right hand of God; He was not defeated on the cross; He was a success, a victor, not a victim
of circumstances; He was in total control of everything; Luke 24:50-52 — worshiped with great
joy; Lord was accessible to them in a new and wonderful way through the Holy Spirit; that is
why they were not fearful or depressed;

A gradual and magnificent ascension; somewhat similar to Elijah who departed in his chariot of
fire and was seen by Elisha; coming back to the exact same spot = Mt of Olives; cosmic and
spectacular return; not out in the wilderness or in some hidden chamber; every eye will seem him
(TV??); these 11 men were witnesses to this ascension; John 6:62 — Jesus constantly emphasized
His coming ascension; 13:1, 3; 16:28 — Jesus was in constant anticipation of His soon return to
His heavenly Father; 17:13 — that is my deepest joy



TEXT: Acts 1:4-11

TITLE: FINAL INSTRUCTIONS -
COMMISSIONED TO WITNESS — GREAT COMMISSION MANDATE

BIG IDEA:
THE APOSTLES WERE COMMISSIONED TO WITNESS BY THE POWER OF THE
HOLY SPIRIT

INTRODUCTION:

Why did Jesus leave us here on this earth? Why didn’t Jesus just save us and take us to be with
Him in heaven? Why did He leave behind His chosen apostles? There is a Great Commission
for each believer.

We are all familiar with the Great Commission recorded in Matt. 28; different version in each of
the gospels

Ray Pritchard: Just before he returned to heaven, Jesus explained to his disciples what they were
to do after his departure. What he said to them, he also says to us. He left us on the earth that we
might be his witnesses. In heaven there will be no witnesses because in heaven seeing is
believing. There the Lamb will be the light and he will need no lesser lights, but in this dark
world we are the only light he has. On earth we are his witnesses. He does not send angels to
proclaim his name and he does not write the gospel in lightning across the skies. He uses people
like us to convince other people like us to believe in him. We are God’s witnesses—his evidence
if you will—to convince an unbelieving world. If we do not do our part, God has no other plan.

Think about the role of a coach — maybe before a big match like a crucial World Cup game. You
try to give just a few final instructions that will stick in the players’ minds and help focus their
efforts. Even more important are the final instructions of someone who is departing and will no
longer be around to provide insight and counsel.

[lustration: Instructions Mr. Nic gave on his deathbed in the hospital to many of the youth he
had impacted spiritually.

3 FINAL INSTRUCTIONS IN THE COMMISSIONING PROCESS OF THE APOSTLES

I. (:4-5) COMMANDING THEM TO WAIT FOR THE EMPOWERMENT OF THE
HOLY SPIRIT BEFORE BEGINNING THEIR MISSION

You can’t do anything successfully for God without being plugged into the proper power source;
it must all be of God’s grace and power for Him to receive all of the glory

A. Holy Spirit Baptism Promised by God the Father and Testified to by Jesus Christ —
It’s Worth Waiting For
“but to wait for what the Father had promised, "Which," He said, "you heard of from
Me;”

fiv nxovoaté pov,

1. Promised by God the Father in the OT



Significant OT passages: associated with kingdom blessing

- Is. 32:15 “until the Spirit is poured out upon us from on high” — followed by
descriptions of the kingdom of justice and righteousness that would be
ushered in

- Is.44:3 “For | will pour out water on the thirsty land and streams on the dry
ground; I will pour out My Spirit on your offspring and My blessing on your
descendants™

- Ezek 36:27 — start in vs. 22 — doing all of this to exalt the Lord in the eyes of
all the nations

- Joel 2:28 “It will come about after this that I will pour out My Spirit on all
mankind”

Characteristics of the Promises of a loving father — Good Father’s Day message:
- Extravagant, Gracious — Father delights to give good gifts to his children —
not a scrooge or stingy — gift of the Holy Spirit is something special

- Reliable — Father always keeps His word
- Exclusive — Not intended for everyone; therefore they are special
- Encouraging -- Nurtures Hope; helps you get through difficult times

MacArthur: You say, "Now what is the promise of the Father?" Well, listen and I'll read it to
you. In Luke 11:13, here's the promise of the Father...just listen: "If you then, being evil, know
how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Heavenly Father give"
what? "The Holy Spirit to them that asks." What is the gift of the Father? What is it? It's the Holy
Spirit. Wait for the promise of the Father.

Stedman: Aaron's rod that budded, which was kept in the Ark of the Covenant; the candlestick in
the tabernacle; these were pictures of the Holy Spirit, illuminating the mind and heart. The cruse
of oil from which the widow poured which never became empty, was a picture of the flowing of
the oil of the Spirit in a life. The two olive trees of Zechariah which dripped oil from their
branches into the bowls of the golden lampstand, this is a picture of the Holy Spirit. Ezekiel's
river that came pouring out from under the throne of God, growing deeper as it went, is a
wonderful picture of the flow and power of the Spirit-filled life. These men of old, reading these
and studying them, gradually understood what it meant to be filled with the Spirit and
experienced it by faith.

2. Announced by John the Baptist: Matt. 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; John 1:33; Acts
11:16

3. Testified to by Jesus Christ in His Earthly Ministry — the Gospel Accounts
- John 14:16-17 “I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that
He may be with you forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it
does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because He abides with you and will be in
you.”

- John 14:26 “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My
name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that | said to you.”

- John 15:26-27 “When the Helper comes, whom | will send to you from the
Father, that is the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify about Me, and



you will testify also, because you have been with Me from the beginning.”

- John 16:7 “But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that | go away; for if
I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you.”
Why would we want to act without our Helper? Why do we thing we can go things in the flesh?
The activity of evangelism with the opposition it arouses drives us back to dependence upon the
Holy Spirit’s power.

B. Holy Spirit Baptism Preferred Over the Water Baptism of John —

It’s Worth Waiting For — Something far greater (not disparaging baptism of John)
“for John baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit”
ot Todvyng pev épamticey HoatL, VUEIC 6€ &v Tvevpatt fanticdnoecbe ayim

1. Understand the Water Baptism of John the Baptist —
what were its characteristics and its limitations?

Dipped, immersed, identified with, united with
[Parallel to John 3 — born again (born from above) by water and the spirit]

- physical vs spiritual

- local, administered by John vs God

- external vs internal

- symbolic vs changing the substance

- anticipatory vs fulfillment

- view towards repentance of sins vs actual cleansing and power for ministry

2. Understand the Holy Spirit Baptism --
what were its characteristics and its advantages?

Kent: The preposition “with” is the Greek en, the same one translated “by” in 1 Cor. 12:13, and
denotes instrument in both places.

Does this establish a pattern for this age that the baptism with the Holy Spirit should be an event
subsequent to one’s conversion? Importance of understanding the transitional nature of the
Book of Acts

1 Cor. 12:13 “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body”

Bock: The baptism of John the Baptist was an eschatological, preparatory washing. Participation
in it meant that one was ready for God to come. The gift of the Spirit, however, was the sign that
the Messiah had come and the new era had begun.

C. Holy Spirit Baptism Predetermined to Arrive Soon as a New Phenomenon --
It’s Worth Waiting For — Everything under God’s sovereign control

“not many days from now.” — comes according to God’s timetable

00 PETA TOAAAG TOOTAG T|UEPUC.



Specific timetable in mind; Father knows; we must be watching and ready
Dramatic upcoming event of Pentecost

Il. (:6-8) CORRECTING THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF THE NATURE AND FOCUS

OF THEIR MISSION

A. (:6) Confusion Regarding the Timing of the Coming Messianic Kingdom on Earth
“And so when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, ‘Lord, is it at this
time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?”"
O1 p&v ovv cuVELDOVTES TIPOTOV 0DTOV AEYOVTEG: KDPIE, £l &V T YPOVD TOVTM AMOKAOIGTAVELC
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- atopic for group clarification

- no confusion regarding the expectation of an earthly, Messianic kingdom centered in
Israel — this would have been the time for Jesus to set them straight; to present the
amill position with clarity and force

- desire to know the exact time of fulfillment — naturally curious; hungry for the
kingdom; no desire to suffer and persevere and serve — Let’s go straight to glory

Kent: It is obvious from their question that the kingdom referred to was the one which the Jews
looked for Messiah to establish (Isa. 9:6-7; 11:10-12). . . The reason why the disciples must not
concern themselves with pinpointing the inaugurating of Israel’s restored kingdom was that they
had a new task to perform. They were to be Christ’s witnesses after the empowering of the Holy
Spirit had occurred. They were to testify to the person of Christ, his teachings, his sacrificial
death and his resurrection.

Stott: It appears, then, that Jesus’ two main topics of conversation between his resurrection and
his ascension were the kingdom of God and the Spirit of God. It seems probably that he also
related them to each other, for certainly the prophets had often associated them. When God
establishes the kingdom of the Messiah, they said, he will pour out his Spirit; this generous
effusion and universal enjoyment of the Spirit will be one of the major signs and blessings of his
rule; and indeed the Spirit of God will make the rule of God a living and present reality to his
people.

B. (:7) Confusion Regarding Their Sphere of Knowledge and Extent of Control
“He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by
His own authority;”
gimev 8& TpOC adTOVG: 0y VUGV E0TY Yv@VaL ypdvouc fj kopodg odg O mathp E0sto &v Tij 18in
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Too many people spend way too much attention and focus on all of the controversial details
regarding the timing of end time events. Some people go overboard to the point of predicting
specific dates for the return of Christ.

C. (:8a) Connection Between the Baptism of the Holy Spirit and Power for Proclamation
“but you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;”
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Key: Do you see yourself as a person ministering with divine power? Need to change the way
you view yourself

1. Recipients of this Power — but you
2. Gift of this Power — shall receive

3. Nature of this Power — dynamite
Applied to the Proclamation of the Gospel

Boice: The Greek word dynamis entered the English language when the Swedish chemist and
engineer Alfred Bernhard Nobel (1833-96) made the discovery that became his fortune. He
discovered a power stronger than anything the world had known up to that time. He asked a
friend of his who was a Greek scholar what the word for “explosive power” was in Greek. His
friend answered, “Dynamis.” Nobel said, “Well, I am going to call my discovery by that name.”
So he called his explosive power “dynamite.”

Boice: Jesus taught that when we receive the power of the Holy Spirit, the result will not be
miracles, signs, or healings, but witnessing.

Are you a Dynamite Christian?? 2 Cor. 4:1-7 is key
4. Mediator of this Power — Holy Spirit
5. Occasion of Receiving This Power --

Application of this power:
- Guidance / giving opportunities to witness; divine appointments
- Boldness in witnessing
- Helping us in what to say and how to answer questions
- Most importantly: Effectiveness in ministry vs frustration — power to change lives

D. (:8b) Clarity Regarding the Nature and Scope of the Great Commission

1. The Nature of the Great Commission

“and you shall be My witnesses”

kol £0ec0€ pov paptTupeg
Wiersbe: “Witness” is a key word in the book of Acts and is used twenty-nine times as either a
verb or a noun. A witness is somebody who tells what he has seen and heard (Acts 4:19-20).
When you are on the witness stand in court, the judge is not interested in your ideas or opinions;
he only wants to hear what you know. Our English word martyr comes from the Greek word
translated “witness,” and many of God’s people have sealed their witness by laying down their
lives.

1 John 1:1-4 — nature of this ministry of testifying and being a witness — objective presentation of
the facts

2. The Scope of the Great Commission



“both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part
of the earth."”
&v te Tepovsoainu kol [€v] whon 1] Tovdaig kol Zapapeiq Kol E0g EoyATOV TG YIS

Touissant: “end” of the earth -- looks to Rome, the proud center of world civilization in the
Apostolic Age, a significant distance from Jerusalem (more than 1,400 miles, as the crow flies).

1. (:9-11) COMMUNICATING THE URGENCY AND ULTIMATE SUCCESS OF
THEIR MISSION
A. (:9) A Sight Worth Seeing — the Amazing Ascension of Jesus Christ —
We have Good News to Proclaim to Others
“And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a
cloud received Him out of their sight.”
Kai tadta ginmv Prenoviov adtdv Exnpbn kol veeéin dDmélafev adtov Gmo TV 0baiudy
OLTOV.

The apostles certainly had a lot of eyewitness experiences to tell to others ...
We certainly have a lot of personal experience with the transformation power of Jesus Christ to
tell to others

Kent: This cloud was probably the Shekinah, the divine cloud of glory which rested above the
tabernacle in the days of Moses, signifying the presence of the Lord (Exod. 40:34).

B. (:10-11a) A Challenge Worth Considering —

We Must Focus on Our Mission
“And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was departing, behold, two men
in white clothing stood beside them; and they also said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you
stand looking into the sky?””
Kod ¢ dTevilovieg Roaw €ic TOV 0DPAVOV TOPEVOUEVOL avTod, Kod idov dvdpeg 500
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God is challenging His children today with the urgency of the Great Commission — Much of our
life is spent in futile pursuits — pictured here as star gazing ...

Wiersbe: Angels play an important role in the ministry described in Acts, just as they do today,
even though we cannot see them (see Acts 5:19-20; 8:26; 10:3-7; 12:7-10, 23; 27:23).

C. (:11b) A Reunion Worth Remembering —

We Look Forward to a Victorious Future
“This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way
as you have watched Him go into heaven."
obto¢ 6 Tnoodg O avainuedeic 4e’ VUMV gig TOV 0VpavOV obtmg édedoeton dv TpéTOV £08bc000E
aDTOV TOPEVOUEVOV EIC TOV OVPOVOV.



Many reunions come and go with little impact on our life

Victory is guaranteed; Jesus will return and usher in His kingdom —

Acts 3:19-21 “Therefore repent and return, so that your sins may be wiped away, in order that
times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord, and that He may send Jesus, the
Christ appointed for you, whom heaven must receive until the period of restoration of all things
about which God spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from ancient time.”

2 clear descriptions of the millennial kingdom which is still to follow

Lenski: His presence at God’s right hand means that He is more effectually present with His
people on earth “all the days, even unto the consummation of the age” (Matt. 28:20). He
“ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things” (Eph. 4:10).

CONCLUSION:

- Commanded to wait for empowerment — Holy Spirit power is key
- Corrected regarding nature and focus of our mission — Worldwide evangelism
- Communicated urgency and ultimate success — Get busy; Jesus is coming back

Jeff Strite: Theologically many people accept the idea that God’s Holy Spirit can live within us,
but they don’t think that Spirit does very much... and thus they miss out on the miracle of what
that Holy Spirit can mean for us. It’s easy to see how this can happen. There are a lot of churches
that teach things about the Holy Spirit that are bizarre and unbiblical... however, we shouldn’t
allow those bad teachings or any other distraction to cause us to forget uniqueness that God’s
Spirit can have in our lives. . . It’s my belief that part of our frustration in our witnessing can
come from not understanding the pivotal role that the Holy Spirit can play in helping us share
our faith. . .

Ilustration:

A skeptic promised British preacher Alexander Maclaren (1826-1910) that he would attend his
church for four Sundays on which Maclaren would be presenting the main tenets of Christianity.
The skeptic listened intently to Maclaren’s sermons. After the fourth message he presented
himself for church membership, saying he had received Christ as his Savior.

Maclaren was delighted and could not resist the impulse to ask which of the four sermons
brought him to this decision. The skeptic replied, "Your sermons, sir, were helpful, but they were
not what finally persuaded me." He said that after church one Sunday as he was helping an
elderly lady on a slippery walk, she looked up into his face and said, "I wonder if you know my
Savior, Jesus Christ. He is everything in the world to me. I would like you to know Him too."

"Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit," says the LORD Almighty. Zec 4:6

Bock: In sum, there is one central application for the unit: the church is called to engage in
mission to the world, knowing that Jesus’s return is assured. In major part, it is for mission that
the Spirit is sent.
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DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:
1) How important a role does the Holy Spirit play in your life?
2) What do you typically associate with the power of the Holy Spirit?

3) How could the apostles have been so confused about the timing of the coming of the
Messianic kingdom to earth?

4) What practical value can we gain from the reality of the Ascension and the assurance of the
return of Jesus Christ?

% sk ok sk ok sk ok sk ok sk

QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Stott (quoting Longenecker): four requisites for this mission: a mandate to witness, the ascended
Lord who directs the mission, the central role of the apostles for the task, and the coming of the
Spirit to empower them.

Deffinbaugh: What a beautiful way to dovetail a two-fold response to this pressing question of
the disciples. While they were not to be overly concerned about the timing of the restoration of
the Kingdom to Israel, they were assured of its certainty and its splendor. What a gracious event
the ascension was. It served as an assurance to the disciples that their hopes would be realized.

Stedman: Here in this introduction we have all the elements that make up the book of Acts: a
risen Lord whose life is made available through the coming of the Spirit, and who will come
again in power and great glory, but with whom we are yet in instant communication by means of
the miracle of prayer. That is the book of Acts. That is the life of the church. These are what
make any group of Christians have an impact, and exercise a vital revolutionary force in the age
in which they live. May God grant that this will be our experience.

Longenecker: Luke insists that the Christian mission must be based on the ascended and living
Lord who directs his church from heaven and who will return to consummate what he has begun.
Rather than the missionary enterprise being a stopgap measure substituted by some sub-apostolic
Christian theologians for the unrealized hope of the kingdom of God, Luke’s position is, as
Oscar Cullmann says, “that missions are an essential element in the eschatological divine plan of
salvation. The missionary work of the Church is the eschatological foretaste of the Kingdom of
God, and the Biblical hope of the end constitutes the keenest incentive to action.”

Bruce: This work would be a work of witness-bearing — a theme which is prominent in the
apostolic preaching throughout Acts (cf. Chs. 2:32; 3:15; 5:32; 10:39; 13:31; 22:15, etc.). An
OT prophet had called Israel to be God’s witnesses in the world (Isa. 43:10; 44:8); the task which
Israel as a nation had not fulfilled was taken up by Jesus, as the perfect Servant of the Lord, and
passed on by Him to His disciples. The close relation between God’s call to Israel in those
Isaianic passages, “Ye are my witnesses,” and Christ’s words to His apostles, “ye shall be my
witnesses,” will be appreciated the more if we consider the implications of Paul’s quotation of
Isa. 49:6 in Acts 13:47. There the heralds of the gospel are described as being a light to the
Gentiles, bearing God’s salvation “unto the uttermost part of the earth”; here “the uttermost part



of the earth” and nothing short of that is to be the limit of the apostolic witness.

Steven Cole: Jesus told the disciples not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the
Father, which they had heard from Him (John 14-16). The Pentecostals teach that we need to
wait for a dramatic experience with the Holy Spirit, which they call the baptism of the

Spirit. But they fail to see that Pentecost was a unique, sovereign act of God in history. The
reason Jesus told the disciples to wait in Jerusalem was that in God’s timetable, the pouring out
of the Holy Spirit was to coincide with the Jewish Feast of Pentecost, fifty days after Passover.
Pentecost, also called the Feast of Weeks, was a time for Israel to offer to God the first fruits of
their harvest (Lev. 23:15-21; Num. 28:26-31; Deut. 16:9-12). By His resurrection from the dead,
Jesus became the first fruits of those who have died (1 Cor. 15:20, 23). Through the new birth,
brought about by the Holy Spirit, we become the first fruits of His creation (James 1:18).

Before the Day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit empowered many of God’s people, but He did not
permanently indwell every believer (Exod. 31:3; Ps. 51:11). John the Baptist had prophesied
that Jesus would baptize His followers with the Holy Spirit (Luke 3:16; John 1:33). The word
“baptize” meant to immerse a person in water or to deluge him with it (I. Howard Marshall, Acts
[IVP/ Eerdmans], p. 58). It has the main meaning of being totally identified with something, in
this case, the Holy Spirit. The passive “be baptized with” indicates that God did the baptizing;
the disciples merely received it. With reference to sending the Holy Spirit, Jesus told the
disciples that the Spirit “abides with you, and will be in you” (John 14:17). On the Day of
Pentecost, the disciples received the permanent indwelling of the third person of the Trinity, the
Holy Spirit.

In the Book of Acts, this initial reception of the Spirit’s indwelling follows the pattern of Acts
1:8. In Acts 2, the believers in Jerusalem receive the Holy Spirit. In Acts 8 and 10, the new
believers in Judea and Samaria receive the Spirit. In Acts 19, believers in Ephesus (the remotest
parts of the earth) receive the Spirit. Since then, every Christian receives the baptism of the Holy
Spirit at the moment of salvation (1 Cor. 12:13; Rom. 8:9; Gal. 3:2-5). ..

To carry on Jesus’ work, He has left us with these tools: (1) the solid foundation of His
resurrection and the message of His kingdom; (2) the sufficient power of His Holy Spirit; (3) the
sharp focus of the Great Commission; and, (4) the sure hope of His coming again. They are
simple and yet powerfully effective tools.



TEXT: Acts 1: 12-20
TITLE: FINAL PREPARATIONS

BIG IDEA:
FINAL PREPARATIONS EQUIP THE APOSTLES TO LAUNCH THEIR GREAT
COMMISSION MINISTRY UPON THE ARRIVAL OF HOLY SPIRIT POWER

INTRODUCTION:

We have a tendency to jump into things too quickly; to launch new ministries and new
projects without adequate preparation. How long did God prepare Moses in the wilderness??
40 years! That number 40 is special in Scripture for a time of testing and preparation. Jonah 3:4
-- Nineveh was given 40 days to repent before God would send judgment. Look at the 40 day
period that Christ was tempted in the wilderness after His public baptism — relied on Scripture;
communed with the Father; preparation for ministry. Then Christ spent 40 days up to His
Ascension giving Final Instructions to the apostles (Remember last week’s text — 2 instructions
by Christ Himself and then one by the two angels upon the Ascension of Chris)t. Jesus
commanded the apostles to wait in Jerusalem until the coming of the Holy Spirit. But that
indefinite short term of waiting (not many days) was not to be wasted time. Turns out it was a
10 day period. Jesus knew that there still were a couple of final preparations that were needed to
equip the apostles to launch their Great Commission ministry.

2 KEY AREAS OF FINAL PREPARATON FOR LAUNCHING THE APOSTOLIC
GREAT COMMISSION MINISTRY

I. (:12-14) STRENGTHEN YOUR SPIRITUAL RELATIONSHIPS -

DRAW CLOSE TO GOD AND TO YOUR PARTNERS IN GOSPEL MINISTRY

A. (:12) Be in the Place Where God Wants You to Be = Jerusalem for the Apostles
“Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem,
a Sabbath day's journey away.”

This is a matter of obedience — Jerusalem was certainly a dangerous place for them to set up
ministry headquarters

They had options:
- Could have gone back to their secular professions — fishing, whatever business had
supported their family
- Could have prematurely launched their ministry efforts
- Could have stood in place star gazing

Very short distance — a Sabbath day’s journey — about one half of a mile

MacArthur: This measurement was derived from tradition based on Israel’s encampments in the
wilderness. The tents farthest out on the camp’s perimeter were 2,000 cubits from the center
tabernacle — the longest distance anyone had to walk to reach the tabernacle on the Sabbath.

Bock: Zech 14:4 has the Messiah descend to the Mount of Olives. Thus the locale carries
eschatological overtones and is an appropriate place to have discussed Jesus’s return.



“In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is in front of Jerusalem on the
east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle form east to west by a very large valley”

Submitting to God’s agenda and timetable for your life
Will end up being a strategic place for the ministry that God has customized for you

B. (:13) Build Close Relationships With Your Fellow Spiritual Leaders
“And when they had entered, they went up to the upper room, where they were staying;
that is, Peter and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and
Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas the son of James.”

Kent: The use of the definite article in the Greek text points to a particular upper room, perhaps
the same one where the last supper with Jesus had occurred. In any case it was the headquarters
of the believers in Jerusalem, for the imperfect tense form “they were abiding” denotes their
habitual activity.

They were living together in very close quarters during this very important time awaiting
activation for ministry by the coming of the promised Holy Spirit — at least they made this room
their headquarters — might not have all been able to live here — we find both men and women
gathered here; but probably sleeping in some type of barracks situation — talk about having to put
up with a snoring problem

Counting — you will find list of 11 since Judas has gone rogue (Illustration of “Accounting” —
counting big numbers)

Bartholomew also called Nathanael (Jn. 1:45-49)

This James is different than the half-brother of Christ who wrote the book of James — called
James the lesser; obviously this Judas who remained was different than Judas Iscariot

Very strong personalities; very different temperaments; yet one in mind and spirit

All personally chosen by Jesus Christ and equipped for the upcoming ministry to play a vital role
in the building of His church; some enjoyed a closer bond with Jesus than others and were
included in the most intimate settings — such as the Transfiguration — but all had witnessed the
Ascension into heaven

Certainly this time deepened their already close bonds and created a unity of purpose and a
resolve to faithfully fulfil their calling as apostles; they had known failure before; but they had
also experienced the forgiveness of their Master and His final encouragement to them; preparing
to minister as a team that respected one another and valued the contribution each would make

C. (:14a) Bathe Your Ministry Preparations in Corporate Prayer
“These all with one mind were continually devoting themselves to prayer”

Combine this description of how they spent their time during this 10 day period with Luke 24:53
“were continually in the temple praising God” — thus some try to conclude that the upper room
must have been in the temple — but probably not — Prayer not restricted to making request but
would include praise and worship as well; split their time apparently between the more public
arena of the temple and this more private setting in the upper room



1. United in Prayer — BAGD: prayed with one mind or purpose or impulse — favorite
word of Luke’s — uses it ten times (only once elsewhere in NT) — emphasis here is on corporate
prayer rather than private prayer — we are unbalanced in this area — although the model of Jesus
certainly shows that He spent considerable time alone in prayer

2. Persevering in Prayer — Col. 4:2 “Devote yourself to prayer”

Wiersbe: quoting John Bunyan: Prayer is a shield to the soul, a sacrifice to God, and a scourge to
Satan.

What were they praying about?
- Remember the simple acrostic about keeping our prayers balanced around 4 different
themes: ACTS — adoration, confession, thanksgiving, supplication
- The things pertaining to the kingdom of God — “Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done”
- The coming of the promised Holy Spirit in power
Stott: We learn, therefore, that God’s promises do not render prayer superfluous. On the
contrary, it is only his promises which give us the warrant to pray and the confidence that he will
hear and answer.
- The preparation of hearts for the gospel message they were about to deliver
- Boldness in testifying to Jesus Christ

D. (:14b) Broaden Your Partnership to All Who Know Jesus Well
“along with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.”

Shows the significant role that women played in the gospel ministry; they were present and
involved and participating in a vital way right from the beginning

Luke 8:2,3 — these had followed Jesus on a regular basis;

“The twelve were with Him, and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and
sicknesses: Mary who was called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, and
Joanna the wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward, and Susanna, and many others who were
contributing to their support out of their private means.”

Mark 15:40-41 — the women had been singled out as those who remained at the scene of the
cross as Jesus breathed His last breath --

“There were also some women looking on from a distance, among whom were Mary Magdalene,
and Mary the mother of James the Less and Joses, and Salome. When He was in Galilee, they
used to follow Him and minister to Him; and there were many other women who came up with
Him to Jerusalem.”

MacArthur: Doubtless they included Mary Magdalene, Mary the wife of Clopas, the sisters Mary
and Martha, and Salome. Some of the apostles’ wives also may have been present. . . Jesus’

half-brothers, named in Mk 6:3 as James, Joses, Judas, and Simon.

Just because they were not included in the role of leadership as an apostle did not diminish their
personal worth or their ministry contribution

Spiritual relationships take precedence over family relationships — note how Jesus pointed out



earlier the priority of spiritual relationships ... brothers of Jesus did not believe early on; but
were subsequently won over (John 7:3-5)

“Who is my mother and who are my brothers?” Matt. 12:46-50 — are we true disciples? Are we
doing the will of God?

Strengthen your spiritual relationships:
- By patient obedience -- Be in the place where God wants you to be; doing what God
wants you to be doing during this period of waiting and preparation
- By privileged communion among leaders -- Build close relationships with your
spiritual leaders
- By persevering prayer -- Bathe your upcoming ministry in prayer
- By partnership bonding -- Broaden your partnership among the key disciples

Il. (:15-26) SUBMIT TO GOD’S SOVEREIGN PLAN - WHICH INVOLVES
FOLLOWING THE BLUEPRINT OF GOD’S REVELATION

A. (:15-20) Sinis No Surprise or Threat to God’s Sovereign Plan --

God’s Sovereign Plan for the Launch of the Great Commission Ministry Took Into
Account the Apostasy of Judas —

During this short waiting period the apostles had to come to grips with the reality that one of
their core group — Judas Iscariot — had tragically defected and become the worst traitor
imaginable; What did this mean for their mission? Jesus had promised them 12 thrones in the
Millennial kingdom — everything had been geared around a leadership group that mirrored the 12
tribes of Israel ... now they were down to 11; Did the opposition and treachery of Judas in any
way threaten or compromise the sovereign plan of God?

1. (:15) God Prompts Leaders to Exercise Discernment and Take Initiative
“And at this time Peter stood up in the midst of the brethren (a gathering of about
one hundred and twenty persons was there together), and said,”

Not an indication in any way that Peter had some type of hierarchical pope status or authority
over the other apostles; but someone had to take the initiative

In fact the relationship that is emphasized here is one of “brethren” -- brothers and sisters in the
Lord — not even emphasizing his apostolic authority over the other disciples who had gathered
here

2. (:16a) God Fulfills Every Promise He Makes (down to the most minute detail) —
All Scripture is Inspired and Reliable (no matter how long the fulfillment seems
delayed)
"Brethren, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit foretold by the
mouth of David”

Much we can learn here about the inspiration of Scripture
David = mouthpiece of God

Holy Spirit actively directing the process

Inerrancy in all details must be maintained

3. (:16b-17) God’s Purposes are Never Thwarted by the Treachery of His Enemies
“concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus. ‘For he was



counted among us, and received his portion in this ministry.’”

Problem: How could Jesus have chosen someone to be one of the chosen 12 who turned out to be
a traitor?

a. Began in position of privilege and trust and provision — a true insider

b. Apostasized to become a tool of Satan rather than a servant of God
name forever linked to treachery; to being a traitor; a friend who turns on
you and sells you out; what a legacy

Issue of reconciling God’s Sovereignty with Human Responsibility — Acts 2:23 “this Man,
delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the
hands of godless men and put Him to death.”

Whitcomb: His betrayal was predestined; Did Judas have a choice? Yes; you can’t harmonize
predestination and human responsibility; “No man can come unless the Father draws him; but
whosoever comes | will in no wise cast out.” Judas made a choice against the Savior; Have you
made one against Him?

4. (:18-20) God’s Judgments Are Legendary — The High Price of Wickedness
“(Now this man acquired a field with the price of his wickedness; and falling
headlong, he burst open in the middle and all his bowels gushed out. And it
became known to all who were living in Jerusalem; so that in their own language
that field was called Hakeldama, that is, Field of Blood.) For it is written in the
book of Psalms, ‘Let his homestead be made desolate, And let no man dwell in it';
and, 'His office let another man take."”

Kent: The field which Judas obtained with the blood money was actually purchased by the
priests (Matt. 27:6-8). They probably purchased it in Judas’ name since it was legally his
money.

Stott: Both (Matt and Luke) say that Judas died a miserable death, that a field was bought with
the money paid him (thirty silver coins), and that it was called “The Field of Blood.” The
apparent discrepancies concern how he died, who bought the field and why it was called “Blood
Field.” . ..

Why did the field purchased come to be known as “The Field of Blood?” Matthew’s answer is
that it had been bought with “blood money;” Luke gives no explicit reason, but implies that it
was because Judas’ blood had been spilled there. Evidently different traditions developed (as so
often happens) as to how the field got its name, so that different people called it “Blood Field”
for different reasons.

Quoting Psalms 69:25; 109:8

Fruits of wickedness are very clear — what do you get at the end of the day? Is it worth it?

Transition: Some commentators believe that Peter overstepped here and was in error in this
selection process. They want to have Paul included as the 12" apostle and therefore believe



there is no space for Matthias.
[Rest of this material covered in next message]

B. (:21-26) God’s Will (His Sovereign Plan) Can Be Discovered and Implemented --
God’s Sovereign Plan for the Launch of the Great Commission Ministry Filled the 12™
Apostolic Slot with God’s Choice —

Man looks on outward appearance but God looks on the heart

CONCLUSION: FINAL PREPARATIONS
- Strengthen your Spiritual Relationships
- Submit to God’s Sovereign Plan
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DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:
1) What contributed to the unity of the church in its formative stages?

2) Are the activities of prayer and praise and worship of primary importance in our Christian
fellowship or just appendages to other priorities?

3) How could Judas have been such a wicked apostate and yet the apostles could not discern this
during their intimate times of fellowship and ministry?

4) What do we learn in this passage about the process of determining the will of God in
important ministry decisions?
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QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Dr. Sinclair Ferguson: The Waiting Community --

Now they are moving into a different stage of fellowship with Him; Ascension was a final
farewell; cf. the Transfiguration account; the coming of the cloud = pictorial representation of
God coming in His glory to take His son home; Jesus is exalted; going to the right hand of God
in order to receive the kingdom; could these two men be Moses and Elijah — the law and the
prophets bearing testimony one more time; holy huddle of 120 gathered together and kept on
praying; as the Lord prepares His people to bring the gospel to their community there is a pattern
here of devoted, consistent prayer; you can’t understand Acts chapter 2 apart from chapter 1; the
Guidance of Jesus for the Church — Peter is a different man now; he begins to put into practice
the lessons he had learned in the past 6 week seminar with Christ; seeing the OT scriptures in
light of how they reveal the Messiah; Jesus was not taken by surprise by betrayal of Judas; both
of these names are names of tremendous honor; only the Lord knows the heart; very language
Luke had used in his gospel for the choosing of the twelve; praying to the Lord Jesus for
direction; we look to Jesus to defend His church and build His church by the power of His word



and faithfulness of His chosen leaders; You defend your church; You reform your church; you
ready your church for the next stage;
3 essential pieces in place for church to move forward and receive baptism of Holy Spirit:
- Obedient to Word of God = fruit of His work in us
- Fellowship defended and reformed by the Son of God = fruit of His work for us
- Engaged in intercession for Holy Spirit giving blessing = our cry to Him to keep His
glorious promise to take the gospel to the ends of the earth — pleading for the divine
blessing
Jesus turns to His Father and says “they are ready now; let’s pour out the Spirit upon them”

Dr. John Whitcomb: The Apostles of Jesus

Let’s see what God has planned for the apostles of Jesus Christ; Rev. 21:14ff — that’s the church;
the foundation stones will be made of precious stones — vs. 19 — very impressive — around that
city are 12 gates named after 12 tribes of Israel; Gentiles is another group — God maintains the
distinction between these 3 groups: Gentile believers and Israelite believers and the church — all
saved the same way — by grace through faith as illumined by the Holy Spirit based on the merits
of Jesus and His blood shed on the cross; Ephes. 2:19ff talking about Gentile Christians joined
with Jewish believers having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets — Christ is
the cornerstone; Ephes. 4:7ff — gave some as apostles and prophets ... why did He give these
special gifted people to His body and bride — for the equipping of the saints; Apostles were
special people (not the most brilliant or spiritual) who had qualification of having been with
Jesus in His ministry = witnesses of everything He had said and done; the basis of our salvation
not just the testimony of two or three — but 12 men;

Acts 1 — let’s take a closer look at these apostles — 40 days of preparation for ministry just as
Jesus tested for 40 days in the wilderness = significant number; gathering them together = eating
together = proof He had a real body; visible confirmation of bodily resurrection; can’t launch out
in our own strength; we are very different from Israel in the function of worship (not in the
method of salvation);

Concentric circles of privilege and opportunity for believers based on how close they drew near
to Jesus — 500 saw Him after resurrection, the 70, the 12, the 11 born again apostles, the three
who were very specially privileged; John wanted to be closest to Jesus — outlived them all and
wrote final book of Bible = Revelation — keep coming closer to Jesus; we all have opportunities
to respond to Jesus;

Consistent groupings of apostles — presented this way all the time; going to be the foundation of
the church forever, symbolized by precious jewels in the New Jerusalem; look who else was with
them; the women travelled with them constantly; Luke 8 provided food and other needs; last
mention of Mary in the NT; did you know that Jesus had 4 half brothers? By Mary and Joseph;
also had half sisters; Mark 14:21 —David is a picture of Jesus in the OT; apostles had no clue
which one would betray Jesus; you can’t always judge by outward appearances; Luke 22:28 you
stood with me in my trials; they are transition men who saw two different dispensations in their
lifetime; extent of ministry of John the Baptist — everywhere Paul went he found disciples of
John the Baptist; Why wasn’t the Apostle Paul the 12" apostle?? He didn’t qualify — had to be
with Jesus publicly from time of his baptism to his resurrection; Acts 14 — Paul and Barnabas
were apostles in broader sense; two men were put forth as qualified; Prov. 16 — casting of lots —
Jewish way to determine the will of God on special decisions to be made; now that we have the
indwelling Holy Spirit and canon of Scripture, no more casting of lots to determine the will of
God; but God honored this; Why do we never hear any more about Matthias ... or about some of
the other apostles?



TEXT: Acts 1:21-26
TITLE: FINAL PREPARATIONS

BIG IDEA:
FINAL PREPARATIONS EQUIP THE APOSTLES TO LAUNCH THEIR GREAT
COMMISSION MINISTRY UPON THE ARRIVAL OF HOLY SPIRIT POWER

INTRODUCTION:

Think of soldiers being deployed to the battlefield. They have finished their training. They
finally receive their orders regarding their specific mission. They are in a state of readiness to
perform their mission.

2 KEY AREAS OF FINAL PREPARATON FOR LAUNCHING THE APOSTOLIC
GREAT COMMISSION MINISTRY

[Review from last week (:12-20)]

I. (:12-14) STRENGTHEN YOUR SPIRITUAL RELATIONSHIPS -
DRAW CLOSE TO GOD AND TO YOUR PARTNERS IN GOSPEL MINISTRY

Il. (:15-26) SUBMIT TO GOD’S SOVEREIGN PLAN - WHICH INVOLVES
FOLLOWING THE BLUEPRINT OF GOD’S REVELATION

A. (:15-20) Sinis No Surprise or Threat to God’s Sovereign Plan --

God’s Sovereign Plan for the Launch of the Great Commission Ministry Took Into
Account the Apostasy of Judas

Transition: Some commentators believe that Peter overstepped here and was in error in this
selection process. They want to have Paul included as the 12 apostle and therefore believe
there is no space for Matthias.
Argument based on:
- Text that speaks of 12 stones representing the 12 tribes of Israel — can’t have 13
stones — Rev. 21:14 — promised by Jesus in Matt. 19:28
- Prominence of Apostle Paul — how could he not be included on the same level with
the other 11? But others in the NT are called apostles and not included in the 12.
- Never hear of Matthias again ... but never hear of several other of the apostles again
either.
- Peter’s personality is prone to acts of presumption
- Try to disparage the practice of casting of lots as a pagan methodology
- Does the command “Wait” imply taking no administrative action as well?

Refutation:
- Presented here in positive fashion — in contrast look at how seriously the sin of
Ananias and Sapphira is dealt with
- First act of obedient apostles could not be a major blunder without some indication in
the text



- Transitional nature of the early mission of the apostles — a reoffer of the kingdom to
the Jews — only after the repeated rejection did Christ raise up Paul as the Apostle to
the Gentiles — even though that was in His eternal plan

- Would bring into serious question the efficacy of prayer and the ability of the apostles
to rightly discern the will of God when they were seeking it sincerely — [would
seriously change my application for today’s message]

- Paul did not meet the requirement of having personally been present during the
earthly ministry of Christ

- Paul never argued that he should be included in this elite group: 1 Cor. 15:5,8

- Foundational nature of the apostles — there from the beginning of the building of the
church; Paul is in a special category

Fundamental Principle: interpret the unclear in light of the clear; don’t make problems where
none exist; take the clear, simple sense of the passage whenever possible; don’t complicate
things unnecessarily

Bruce: The idea that Paul was divinely intended to be the twelfth, and that the apostles here
wrongly anticipated God’s plan, betrays a misunderstanding of the unique character of Paul’s
apostleship.

Since we believe this to be a positive example — what can we learn for our situation today?

[Today’s Text]

B. (:21-26) God’s Will (His Sovereign Plan) Can Be Discovered and Implemented —
God’s Sovereign Plan for the Launch of the Great Commission Ministry Filled the 12™
Apostolic Slot with God’s Choice --

Man looks on outward appearance but God looks on the heart

In fact: Must be discovered and implemented — Context here is discovering God’s choice for
spiritual leadership — Apostles as the foundation of the church — but for us today:
Whom does God want to be the undershepherds serving under the Chief Shepherd?

Some Christians are virtual agnostics when it comes to the Will of God — What’s the use ... I
don’t know what God wants me to do; I don’t see God giving any clear direction to His church
...What’s it matter what choices I make??

Look at the theology of the hymns we sing — do we really believe what we are singing:

“He leadeth me, O blessed thought! O words with heav’nly comfort fraught! What e’er I do,
where’er I be, still ‘tis God’s hand that leadeth me ... by His own hand He leadeth me

“All the way my Savior leads me; What have I to ask beside? Can I doubt His tender mercy,
who through life has been my guide? Heav’nly peace, divinest comfort, Here by faith in Him to
dwell! For I know, whate’er befall me, Jesus doeth all things well”

“Guide me, O Thou great Jehovah, pilgrim through this barren land; I am weak, but Thou art
mighty; hold me with Thy pow’rful hand; Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven, feed me till [ want
no more”



1. (:21-22) God’s Choice for Spiritual Leadership Must Meet God’s Revealed

Standards

- Meshes with His Revealed Criteria of Qualifications

- Meshes with His Revealed Definition of Role and Responsibilities

God Embraces the Next Man Up Philosophy — Without Compromising on

the Necessary Qualifications
"It is therefore necessary that of the men who have accompanied us all the time
that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us-- beginning with the baptism of
John, until the day that He was taken up from us-- one of these should become a
witness with us of His resurrection."

A€l 00V 1@V GUVEADOVTOV NPTV AvOp&V v TavTl pove &v @ eicfiAdey kol ERADeY 8¢’
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Key Question: Why was it “necessary”? This solves the whole issue
“therefore” — look in the previous context to see what it is there for = points back to fulfillment
of specific prophecy — application to Judas being made by the Holy Spirit

[Aside: Note how the apostles under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit and the use of the gift of
prophecy interpreted OT passages and applied them to present day events is not a good pattern
for us who must be more circumspect in our interpretation and application — this is a major
difference between the hermeneutics of the amills and the premills]

“Let another man take his office” — clear instructions

a. One Primary Qualification: Participation in the earthly ministry of Christ along
with the other apostles — beginning back at the baptism of John up until the
Ascension
Does not mean that you personally had to see Jesus baptized by John ... but from
that time period characterized by John’s preparation ministry ...

= Involves a certain level of experience

= Involves a certain level of knowledge

b. One Primary Function: Witness of the resurrection in ministry partnership with
the other 11 apostles — read through Acts to see the emphasis on this witness to
the resurrection

= Involves a certain level of ability

Look at all of the problems that arise in our local churches when we fail to emphasize the
revealed qualifications for spiritual leadership ... or we fail to focus on the intended functionality

2. (:23) God’s Choice for Spiritual Leadership Must Be Recognizeable and
Acceptable to the Existing Disciples —

Identification of the “they” = 120 disciples involved in the evaluating who met the
qualifications

Acts 6 — input from the congregation in selection of deacons



Acts 14:23 — who is involved here in the ordaining decision? Derivation of word
involves stretching forth the hand — does not necessarily imply some type of congregational
voting; word is used in general sense of ordaining, appointing

“And they put forward two men, Joseph called Barsabbas (who was also called
Justus), and Matthias.”

Kai éomoov dvo, Toone tov kadoduevov Baposafdv, ¢ émekAnon Todotog, kol
Maoartfiov.

Barsabbas = “son of the Sabbath” — probably born on the Sabbath

Maybe these were the only two men that met these qualifications

Someone does not just pop up out of nowhere; you don’t put someone into leadership without
close personal knowledge of their character and qualifications; this is not something you audition
for with a couple of preached sermons

Certainly not a popularity contest
But not ignoring or minimizing the input and discernment of the entire body of believers; not
every input will be a mature one or a valid one; but still should be considered and evaluate

3. (:24-26) God’s Choice for Spiritual Leadership Must Become Evident Through a
Process of Sincerely Seeking God’s Will

5 Principles Regarding the Selection Process of Church Officers:

a. (:24a) Involves a Commitment to Persevering Prayer
“And they prayed,” Koi mpocevéauevor

Discerning God’s will in any area always starts with a study of biblical principles and with
persevering prayer — we come before God in humility; in recognition of our limitations; in a
desire to embrace His will

b. (:24b) Involves a Recognition of the Surpassing Knowledge and Sovereign
Wisdom of Jesus in providing guidance for the church
“and said, "Thou, Lord, who knowest the hearts of all men, show which
one of these two Thou hast chosen”

gimov, XV KOpie Kapdloyvdoto Thvinv, dvadeitov ov eEelEEm, £k TOVTOV TdV
dvo éva

Ministry roles appointed by the Head of the Church; we just recognize the giftedness and
character and free up for ministry

We must settle in our minds the important question of who is in charge of the church of Jesus
Christ — too many times men get too big in their understanding of their own calling and
giftedness and imagine that in some practical sense they are in charge of God’s church; we are
prone to act presumptuously; to pridefully imagine that we know the hearts of men and can make
such decisions; even leaders as influential as the original apostles recognized their limitations
and submitted to the Headship of Jesus Christ; you don’t see Peter taking charge in the sense of



dictating which individual should be chosen as the replacement for Judas

Do we really believe that Jesus can guide us and that we are just undershepherds with delegated
authority?

Heart and character issues take precedence over intellect and natural abilities

Reference to God the Father or to the Lord Jesus Christ here?? Difficult to say for sure
[Bock: Usually the Father performs the action and Jesus mediates in Acts — |

But possibly addressing Jesus directly here as the one who needs to personally choose the 12
apostle as He had done with the other 11 — cf. vs. 21 “the Lord Jesus”

c. (:25a) Involves an Understanding of the Nature of the Specific Office
“to occupy this ministry and apostleship”

AaPeiv TOV KATpov Ti|g Slakoviag ToNTNG Kol ATOGTOARG

Longenecker: probably a hendiadys (i.e. two connotative words connected by a conjunction that
are used to express a single complex idea normally expressed by an adjective and a substantive
noun), with the definite article tying the two elements together, and is best translated as “this
apostolic ministry.”

The importance of the particular role —
The qualifications ... as we have discussed —
How this role is different from other roles -

Transition: an understanding of the nature of ministry
d. (:25b) Involves a Dedication to Servant type leadership vs Greed and Self
Promotion
“from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.”
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Contrast John 14:2-3 — Ultimate destiny is in view; Christ preparing a place for His disciples;
Judas rejected Christ and turned aside (apostasy) to go to his own place

Longenecker: likely a euphemism for “to go to hell” which shows spiritually the awfulness of
Judas’s fate

You are able to recognize the genuine by having a good understanding of the counterfeit; what
was it that led Judas to reject this apostolic ministry and make a choice to betray Jesus — to go his
own way instead of submitting to God’s Sovereign Plan?

e. (:26) Involves a Confidence in the Selection Process which God will bless
“And they drew lots for them, and the lot fell to Matthias; and he was
numbered with the eleven apostles.”

Kai &dmxav kMipovg adtdv, kol Eneoev 0 kATjpog mi Matbiav, kol



ovykateyneictn petd T@v Evoeka ATOGTOA®Y.

Process of discerning God’s will by the drawing of lots was common in the OT for very special
circumstances; but last time it is referred to in the Scriptures — Transition in how one determines
the will of God — no longer rolling the dice

Prov 16:33 “The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the Lord.”

(Lev. 16:8 — method prescribed by God for choosing a scapegoat in the Day of Atonement ritual)
Kent: Usually stones were used, either a white and a black one, or stones on which the names of
the candidates were written.

Our process today will be different — not the drawing of lots — but these 5 principles still apply;
- We enjoy the completed canon of God’s revelation
- We enjoy the guidance from the indwelling Holy Spirit
- We enjoy the counsel of many godly people who have gone before us

CONCLUSION: FINAL PREPARATIONS
- Strengthen your Spiritual Relationships
- Submit to God’s Sovereign Plan

Stott: The stage is now set for the Day of Pentecost. The apostles have received Christ’s
commission and seen his ascension. The apostolic team is complete again, ready to be his
chosen witnesses. Only one thing is missing: the Spirit has not yet come. Though the place left
vacant by Judas has been filled by Matthias, the place left vacant by Jesus has not yet been filled
by the Spirit. So we leave Luke’s first chapter of the Acts with the 120 waiting in Jerusalem,
persevering in prayer with one heart and mind, poised ready to fulfil Christ’s command just as
soon as he has fulfilled his promise.

Apostles are now ready for the Spirit in all of His power to be poured out upon them so that they
might testify to Christ with great effectiveness

K %k %k sk sk ok ok ok ok o3k

QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Longenecker: We need not insist that the Christians believed that the primary reference of these
two psalms was to Judas, as if no one could have understood them prior to the betrayal. What
they seem to be saying, however, is that just as the psalmist’s portrayals of “The Servant of the
Lord and the Righteous Sufferer” can on the basis of the Semitic concept of corporate solidarity
be applied to God’s Messiah, Jesus, the Servant and Righteous Sufferer, so the retribution
spoken of as coming upon false companions and wicked men in general is especially applicable
to Judas, who above all other men was false. So Peter quotes Psalm 69:25 in a Christian context
and applies it to Judas’s defection. In itself, of course, this verse gives no justification for
replacing Judas — in fact, it even opposes it. Therefore Peter goes on to cite Psalm 109:8 on the
Jewish exegetical principle of analogous subject in order to defend the legitimacy of replacing a
member of the apostolic band. . . The twelvefold witness was required if early Jewish
Christianity was to represent itself to the Jewish nation as the culmination of Israel’s hope and



the true people of Israel’s Messiah. The “remnant theology” of Late Judaism made it mandatory
that any group that presented itself as “the righteous remnant” of the nation, and had the
responsibility of calling the nation to repentance and permeating it for God’s glory, must
represent itself as the true Israel, not only in its proclamation, but also in its symbolism.

Wiersbe: When the apostle James was martyred, he was not replaced (Acts 12). Why? Because
the official witness to Israel was now completed, and the message was going out to Jews and
Gentiles alike. There was no more need for twelve apostles to give witness to the twelve tribes
of Israel.

Max Doner: Selecting Church Leaders
No more critical task than the selection of leaders; determine the spiritual welfare and direction
of the church; church never rises above the quality and character of its leaders; look at OT
history of the character of the kings and priests and impact on their spiritual prosperity; godly
men have been a great help to us in our past; We would expect God to give us some guidelines
for their selection — by way of precept (direct teaching) and by way of example; 1 Tim. 3; Titus
1; 1 Pet. 5; Here we have a passage of example; also Acts 6 and 14; an example of the method
and means whereby church leaders may be selected; there are some unique features in this
situation:

- Selection of an apostle rather than an elder or deacon

- Selection was done before the outpouring of the Holy Spirit and before the

establishment of normal local church principles

Must be sensitive to these unique features; look beyond the specifics and grasp the general
principles;
A combination of factors that demonstrate 2 principles relative to selection of church
leaders
I. There is a distinctly human element in the selection of church leaders
People are involved for 2 reasons:

- Because candidates for office must meet the proper qualifications; this requires

human evaluation (:21-22)

O Must have a proper degree of experience — not a novice; not a Johnny come
lately; not someone who happened on the scene in the last few days of the
ministry of Jesus; demonstrated faithfulness and consistency; someone proven
over the long haul; faced problems and dealt with them; knows when to take a
stand and when to be flexible; a proven character over the long term

O Must have a proper degree of knowledge — he knew the life and ministry of
Christ from the beginning to its finish; must be well acquainted with the
doctrines and doings of Christ; must not be gaping areas of ignorance; not to
say they will have a perfect, full and complete knowledge; John 17:7; be a
diligent student of the Word; can recognize and refute error; absolutely
committed to truth; set forth a positive presentation of the truth and polemical
defense of the truth

O Must have a proper degree of ability (:22) — to be a witness this person must
have the ability to convey the message in an accurate and credible and
believable fashion; not a mere figurehead; ability in the area of preaching; is
the teaching balanced, clear, applied accurately; in the area of counseling —
does this person have wisdom? Would I be comfortable going to this person
for advice; in the area of ruling? Is he kind and yet firm? Is he power hungry
or does he desire to be a servant; does he have enough humility to work well




with others; does he operate on the basis of principle or expediency?

- Because candidates must be chosen by the congregation and this requires human
decision (:23) — “they appointed two” — Context of vs. 15-16 shows that the disciples
are the “they” involved here; selection of church leaders was not dictated from the top
down but from the bottom up; Acts 6:2-3 repeats this pattern — getting the input of the
congregation; Acts 14:23 repeats the same pattern [seems that the apostles came back
through and selected and ordained the elders] — “select by the raising of hands”??
Cooperation between existing church leaders and congregation based on the biblical
qualifications;

I1. There is a distinctly divine element in the selection of church leaders (:24-26)

Sought and recognized the need for divine guidance; In order to accomplish this they cast lots;
there was only room for one to serve because there was a fixed number of apostles needed; we
can evaluate the external qualifications but only God Himself knew who should fit into that
position because He sees the heart; human knowledge and evaluation has its limits; Ephes. 4:11;
Acts 20:28 “over which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers” — God chooses church leaders;
2 Errors to be avoided in the selection of church leaders:

1) The error of carnal presumption — we will choose the man we want — mere political, human
process; no prayer or waiting upon God

2) The error of pious mysticism — we have no voice at all in the selection of church officers; God
put me here; therefore I have no accountability to the people of God

Church leaders need both a call of men and a call of God

How does this apply to us today? No business casting lots today; How do we know whom God
has chosen?? How God has equipped that person with gifts and graces for the proper and godly
execution of the office; when we see the equipping we need to recognize and ratify that person



TEXT: Acts2: 1-4

TITLE: THE COMING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT — PART 1 -- IN POWERFUL
PROCLAMATION

BIG IDEA:

THE COMING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT ATTESTED BY SIGN MIRACLES IMPACTS
THE WHOLE WORLD WITH THE SUPERNATURAL PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S
MIGHTY DEEDS

INTRODUCTION:

It is appropriate that as we celebrate the beginning of our nation on this holiday weekend, we
also celebrate today the beginning of the Christian church as we study Acts chapter 2.
[Fireworks] Something very special is happening on this occasion. You remember the
anticipation on the part of the disciples as they obeyed the command of their Lord to wait in
Jerusalem for the coming of the Holy Spirit. Think of all of the times we have eagerly waited for
something only to find that the experience ended up being disappointing — not measuring up to
our expectations. Well the disciples certainly were not disappointed on this occasion.

The history of the Christian church begins here — although many would deny that. Reformed
theologians (whom I love dearly and share much in common) would argue, based on the
common means of salvation (by grace through faith based on the redemption accomplished by
Jesus Christ), that the church is simply an extension of Israel — not some separate entity; that the
body of Christ contains believers of all ages. Certainly there is a commonality of faith and
identity as the people of God. Certainly the means of salvation is the same. But God is doing
something radically new and different here as He creates the church. God has a different
program for the nation of Israel and for the bride of Christ. That is why as you proceed through
Acts you see a variety of different groups incorporated into this new body of Christ — it was not
enough to be faithful disciples of John the Baptist — you needed to be incorporated into this new
body of believers by the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Remember John the Baptist was referred to
not as the bride but as simply the friend of the bridegroom (John 3:29). Christ prophesied that all
who come after John will be greater than John (Matt. 11:11) the greatest prophet who had ever
lived — but greater in what sense?? in the sense of participating in the New Covenant program of
God — something far superior than the Old Covenant program. Christ said He was going to build
His church (future tense); this would require Him going away and sending His Holy Spirit — here
we see the fulfillment of those promises.

The history of the Christian church begins here -- not with some significant acts by
significant men; but with sovereign acts by an all powerful God who is living and active and
continues to perform great works here on this earth and especially in the hearts and lives of
people; the transforming power of God at work

Wiersbe: the early church had the power of the Holy Spirit energizing its ministry. They were a
people who were ignited by the Spirit of God. [quote from Vance Havner]

This was such a special event that God provided significant sign miracles to accompany the
arrival of the Holy Spirit and to attest to the validity of this new message of the gospel of Jesus



Christ. Therefore, there is much in this passage that will not characterize the normal experience
of believers today. However, the power of the Holy Spirit for the proclamation of the gospel is
for us and derives back from this birth of the church on the day of Pentecost.

(:1) THE SETTING

A. (:1a) SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DAY OF PENTECOST HISTORICALLY
“And when the day of Pentecost had come,”
TNV NUEPAV TH|G TEVINKOGTHG

Lev. 23:15-17 ff

The second of the three great Jewish feasts where the nation was required to gather in Jerusalem
— Passover (picturing Redemption) followed closely by the Feast of Unleavened Bread
(Picturing the removal of sin and the communion and fellowship that would then be enjoyed) ,
secondly the Feast of Weeks, then thirdly the Feast of Tabernacles or Booths (pointing to the
establishment of Messiah’s kingdom on earth)

The Feast of Weeks was essentially a harvest celebration — grain harvest lasted 7 weeks from
the waving of the first sheaf of grain; means 50"; comes 50 days after Passover; nation required
to gather in Jerusalem so it provided the perfect audience for the initial proclamation of the
gospel of Jesus Christ; offering of first fruits was made (Lv 23:20);

B. (:1b) SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS SPECIAL DAY OF PENTECOST
“they were all together in one place.”
Kai &v 16 copmAnpodcat . . . ooy mavieg 6pod &mi 10 oTo.

Wiersbe: Passover pictures His death as the Lamb of God (John 1:29; 1 Cor. 5:7), and the Feast
of Firstfuits pictures His resurrection from the dead (1 Cor. 15:20-23). Fifty days after Firstfruits
is the Feast of Pentecost, which pictures the formation of the church. At Pentecost, the Jews
celebrated the giving of the law, but Christians celebrate it because of the giving of the Holy
Spirit to the church. Priest waved 2 loaves of bread — uniting Jews and Gentiles into one body of
the church — another representation of first fruits

Longenecker: By the stress on Pentecost as the day when the miracle took place, he is also
suggesting (1) that the Spirit’s coming signals the essential difference between the Jewish faith
and commitment to Jesus, for whereas the former is Torah centered and Torah directed, the latter
is Christ centered and Spirit directed — all of which sounds very much like Paul.

Holy Spirit came as first fruits of inheritance of believers

Ephes 1:14 “having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, who
is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God’s own possession,
to the praise of His glory”

Remember the concern of the apostles: Will it be worth it in the end to have left everything to
follow Jesus? Here is the assurance of our final destiny — we are co-heirs of Jesus Christ and
will enter into glory with Him — The possession of the promised Holy Spirit is our guarantee —
Don’t disregard your guarantee! You don’t buy an expensive new product and then throw out
the warranty. You safeguard that warranty — you might need it.

You see the Holy Spirit in His effects — transforming your life



“they” — reference to just the 12 apostles (2:14) or all 120 disciples (1:15)
- They all needed this baptism of the Holy Spirit
- They all were typically gathered together to pray — but you would need a big area for
120 people to be sitting down
- When you look at all of the messages conveyed in so many languages, it may have
required more than just the 12 apostles

What “place” is the setting here?

- The temple — because you need a large area that could accommodate a crowd

- The same upper room of the house where they were gathered to pray back in chap 1
[House could refer to the temple — Acts 7:47?? Wiersbe] Probably a large house that could
accommodate the 120 disciples — might have been the same as in Acts 1

John 16:14 — Key function of the Holy Spirit is to glorify Christ — Must keep that in mind as we
explore this wonderful phenomenon of speaking in tongues

I. (:2-4) THE EXPERIENCE OF THE COMING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN POWER
A. The Experience Was Startling
1. Startling in its Timing -- The Holy Spirit Came Suddenly
“And suddenly” immediately; at once
Kol ... dpve

What types of events can come on you suddenly? God in His Providence controls the timing of

all events
Calamity -- Proverbs 1:27 When your dread comes like a storm, And your calamity comes on like a
whirlwind, When distress and anguish come on you.

Death -- Ecclesiastes 9:12 Moreover, man does not know his time: like fish caught in a treacherous net,
and birds trapped in a snare, so the sons of men are ensnared at an evil time when it suddenly falls on
them.

Earthquake -- Acts 16:26 and suddenly there came a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the
prison house were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone's chains were
unfastened.

John 3:8 — look at how the wind operates and why it is such a good symbol for the working of
the Holy Spirit — “The wind blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know
where it comes from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

New Birth attributed to the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the individual --

What is unusual in this context is that you have genuine believers who have not received the
permanent indwelling of the Holy Spirit — Does that mean that for all believers today they should
seek an experience of Spirit baptism at a point sometime after salvation? NO — You must
understand the timing here — the transitional nature of God starting something new

2. Startling in its Source -- The Holy Spirit Came from Heaven
“there came from heaven”

EYEVETO . . . €K TOD OVPOVOD

This was something miraculous; supernatural; God was at work; doing something very special



Just as Jesus Christ had come down from heaven and then returned to the Father; we must
recognize that the Holy Spirit came from heaven; People feel lonely; they feel that God doesn’t
care about them; doesn’t know what’s going on in their life; God so loved the world He sent His
Son from heaven so that you might believe and enter into a personal relationship with the living
God; now He sends His Holy Spirit; you do not need to be alone

The source of a gift often gives an indication of its worth; you open up your gift packages and
you discover an LL Bean box — that means something — here you have a gift with heavenly
wrapping — Awesome!

B. The Experience Was Impressive and Powerful — 2 Key Symbols
1. The Holy Spirit Came Audibly in Power — Symbol of Wind
“a noise like a violent, rushing wind and it filled the whole house where they were
sitting” Not an actual wind — a noise, a sound of any sort (not a distinct voice)

Mo Homep pepopévng Tvoiic Pladag kol Emhipmcey HAov TOV oikov ob foav Kadiuevot
Word for wind and spirit is the same — even sounds a bit like wind --

The wind is a powerful force that spreads rapidly — think of the noise that people associate
with a tornado — like a locomotive engine coming right through your house

violent — Acts 27:14 Paul on the voyage to Rome experienced a sudden, violent windstorm
Ezek 37:9-10; John 3:8 — breath and wind associated with giving of life

Boice: That sounds very much like the story of the Spirit of God hovering over the waters of the
earth at creation. So the suggestion is that here, in Acts, we have a new creation — as important
(more important in many ways) as the original creation of the heavens and the earth. That
heaven and earth are destined to pass away, but what is done by the Spirit at Pentecost is eternal.
Again, the account in Acts sounds like Genesis 2, where God breathes life into man. Pentecost
is a life-breathing experience. The account is also like John 3, where Jesus told Nicodemus,
“You must be born again.” Obviously the coming of the Holy Spirit as a violent wind was meant
to symbolize the coming of the creative power of God to inaugurate a new era in which men and
women should be brought to spiritual life. [Also Is. 2:22 — contrasts man who is limited to
breath in his nostrils vs God who is source of all breath and life]

Recalls Shekinah glory at time of establishment of Messianic kingdom — Ezek 43:1-5
“His voice was like the sound of many waters” — Auditory component

notice that they were sitting — not rolling around on the floor in some type of out of body ecstatic
experience; fully under control — but now going to be controlled by the Holy Spirit sent from
heaven

emphasis of filling is one of domination and control

2. The Holy Spirit Came Visibly in Power — Symbol of tongues of fire
“And there appeared to them tongues as of fire” Not actual fire
Kol dEONcav avtoig . . . YAOOGL OCEL TVPOG

You didn’t get burned by this phenomenon; it didn’t make you hot — but it was spectacular



Let the fireworks begin!

Fire often symbolizes the divine presence — Ex. 3:2-6; God described as an all consuming fire;
Fire is a powerful force that spreads rapidly —

“it only takes a spark to get a fire going; and soon all those around will warm up in its glowing;
that’s how it is with Christ’s love”

Tongues — speaks to the emphasis on communication to others; Holy Spirit given for expression;
we grieve the Holy Spirit when we restrict or inhibit that expression; don’t argue that you have
an introverted personality; you have an extroverted Holy Spirit!

Matt. 3:11 — He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire — fire used in that context in a
negative sense of judgment; here it is used in a positive sense and coupled with the image of
tongues because of the emphasis on powerful proclamation of testimony to the risen Christ

“O for a thousand tongues to sing our great Redeemer’s praise”

C. The Experience Was Personally and Profoundly Life Changing
1. The Holy Spirit Came to Rest on Each Believer in His Personal Presence
“distributing themselves, and they rested on each one of them”
Swapepilopevar . . . kai Exddioey €@’ Eva EKOGTOV ADTAV,

Pres Participle middle voice — dividing themselves
Remember dove resting on Christ and voice from heaven after His baptism

No believer left out here; not some elite group separate and distinct from lower class citizens of
heaven

Longenecker: This seems to suggest that, though under the old covenant the divine presence
rested on Israel as a corporate entity and upon many of its leaders for special purposes, under the
new covenant, as established by Jesus and inaugurated at Pentecost, the Spirit now rests upon
each believer individually. In other words, though the corporate and individual aspects of
redemption cannot actually be separated, the emphasis in the proclamation of redemption from
Pentecost onward is on the personal relationship of God to the believer through the Spirit, with
all corporate relationships resulting from this.

2. The Holy Spirit Came to Fill Each Believer and Permanently Indwell
“And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit”

Kol EmAnencoay Taviec TveduaTog oyiov

Distinction between Baptism of the Holy Spirit and Filling

Wiersbe: The baptism of the Spirit means that I belong to His body; the fullness of the Spirit
means that my body belongs to Him. The baptism is final; the fullness is repeated as we trust
God for new power to witness. The baptism involves all other believers, for it makes us one in
the body of Christ (Eph. 4:1-6); while the fullness is personal and individual. These are two
distinct experiences and they must not be confused.

Acts 11:15-16 — points back to this original experience of the baptism of the Holy Spirit; so here
the baptism and the filling are used almost synonymously — although the baptism occurs once
and then multiple experiences of filling should follow — in fact believers are commanded to be
filled with the Spirit — in the same sense or different sense?? This was a sovereign act of God



D. The Experience Was Impactful on Others -- The Holy Spirit Came to Give Expression to
Powerful Utterances in Known Foreign Languages — Impressive Sign Miracle

“and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance.”

kol fp&ovto Aalely £Tépaig YAOoooig kabmg TO Tvedua £6id0v dmopbéyyesbout avtoic.

Utterance — ability to speak out
Is the gift of tongues for believers today?

Boice: if you ask whether a person is “Spirit-filled,” the only way to answer the question is by
determining whether or not he or she speaks often and effectively about Jesus. It is not by
whether he or she speaks in an unintelligible language or does miracles. The question is, Does
he or she testify to Jesus Christ, and does God bless that testimony in the conversion of men and
women?

Look forward: explanation of gift of tongues as we see it in operation; focus is on proclaiming

the mighty deeds of God

CONCLUSION:

Have you experienced the Holy Spirit? Not in the audible and visible sense of a roaring wind
and tongues of fire but in His inward power to change your life and empower your testimony and
ministry for Jesus Christ?

Have you received this precious gift from heaven so that you have been baptized into the body
of Christ?

Is the Holy Spirit using you to impact the lives of others?
On this July 4™ as we remember our privileged heritage as members of this great nation of ours,
let us also think back to the day of Pentecost and the start of a vastly more important

organization of people — the church as the body of Jesus Christ — indwelt by the powerful Spirit
of God.
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DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) Asyou study the OT feasts, what symbolism do you see regarding eschatological fulfillment
by the Messiah?

2) Why is the emphasis here on the filling of the Holy Spirit rather than explicit reference made
to the baptism of the Holy Spirit? (cf. 1:5)

3) Were the tongues at Pentecost the same as those at Corinth in 1 Cor. 14?

4) Why the emphasis on all speaking in tongues when in 1 Cor.12-14 it is made plain that not all



receive the gift of speaking in tongues?
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QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Wiersbe: Pentecost was a reversal of the judgment at the Tower of Babel when God confused
man’s language (Gen. 11:1-9). God’s judgment at Babel scattered the people, but God’s
blessings at Pentecost united the believers in the Spirit. At Babel, the people were unable to
understand each other, but at Pentecost, men heard God’s praises and understood what was said.
The Tower of Babel was a scheme designed to praise men and make a name for men, but
Pentecost brought praise to God. The building of Babel was an act of rebellion, but Pentecost
was a ministry of humble submission to God. What a contrast!

Whitcomb: The Miracles of Pentecost

Creation of the true church is one of the greatest miracles God ever accomplished;
interpretative challenges; many Christians confused about things in this chapter; Was this
actually the birth of the church? They (reformed theologians) believe the church began back in
the OT since there is only one people of God; no other distinct body; When did the church
begin? On the day of Pentecost; ultra dispensationalists think the church began later; the Lord
has been preparing us for something of colossal, cosmic significance that is about to happen;
something very special; the Spirit of God is going to create this church; 120 people going to
experience spiritual baptism, immersion, identification with Jesus Christ — brought into a new
body, a new organism, the church;

Why the day of Pentecost? 7 weeks after feast of First Fruits when Christ arose on that
first Sunday; a joyful time; God launching His church when there would be an enormous number
of Jews in Jerusalem

What were the miracles here? Definition: miracle, sign, wonder = a special rare
spectacular work of God that absolutely defies explanation or denial — God’s Providence is the
normal outworking of His plan as He works through natural laws and processes to accomplish
His purposes; Pentecostal movement, charismatic movement, signs and wonders movement take
a very different view: If God did signs and miracles in the days of the early church then why
doesn’t He do them today? Issue is not His power or ability but His purposes for these sign
miracles; Bible always places these physical miracles in secondary position to the inward
spiritual miracles of conversion and character transformation; miracles of Jesus were temporary
in their effect vs “the greater works which you shall do” — not intended to permanently solve
anyone’s problem; God is not performing sign miracles in this post apostolic era; even the
apostle Paul saw these sign miracles ceasing — had no healing powers at the end of his ministry;
cast off deadly serpent on island of Miletus; had accomplished their temporary purpose of
attracting attention to the miracle worker to hear the message from God they brought; Word of
God is our priority in ministry

Sign miracles on the Day of Pentecost — they did happen and were spectacular but are not
happening today; after the Rapture of the church all kinds of spectacular sign miracles start
occurring on earth (Rev. 11) — both divine and demonic miracles; it was a sound of a wind, not a
wind itself; like fire — looked like a little candle flame on each person’s head; Matt 3:11 is for
unbelievers — nothing to do with Pentecost; the filling followed the baptism; you don’t get re-
baptized throughout your Christian life; Was this the point at which these people became
believers? No — they lived in transition period — they were already believers; they experience
something that brings them into the body of Christ; a new dispensation; John the Baptist



anticipated this — no man ever born greater than John — but everyone in the church is positionally
in a higher program and privilege than OT saints; “I am a friend of the bridegroom” — “He must
increase, [ must decrease” — I am not part of the bride; Acts 18 — Apollos preaching about Jesus
—but only understood what John the Baptist had said — led into the fuller story — became Spirit
baptized and incorporated into the church; Acts 19 — 12 men who also needed Spirit baptism; no
born again person in this transition period rejected the full message when they heard it;

1 Cor. 12:12, 13 — we fit into this just as the Corinthian believers did; What happens
when you are born again today? If you are unsaved you do not have the Holy Spirit at all; all or
nothing; only one way you can get into this one body; Acts 11:16-18 — note he does not quote
“with fire” here; we experienced what they experienced and we are all now in the one body — so
the church began on the Day of Pentecost; don’t make distinction now between Jew and Gentile,
between kosher food and non-kosher;

Third sign miracle = speaking in tongues = foreign languages; people who were not
academically qualified to be multi-lingual; God reversing the curse of Tower of Babel; 6,000
people groups today with their own language and culture all over the world; Great Commission
sounds like impossible task — but not when Jesus is present; church very negligent in fulfilling
this commission because we don’t trust in Christ; Israel will someday succeed in this worldwide
witness (Rev 7:9) = 72,000 two men gospel teams — fruit of their ministry; Rev 5:9 — Jesus
finally wins

Sinclair Ferguson: The Pentecostal Church

Lord Jesus began to reign on the day of His Resurrection; rose over sin and Satan and death;
soon after ascended to right hand of heavenly Father; but on the day of Pentecost He celebrated
His coronation by a lavish and unrepeated display of extraordinary gifts; elements of this day
that are not repeated in experience going forward; apostles preached the gospel by way of
languages they had never themselves learned; this gospel intended to extend to the ends of the
earth; we are able to share in the blessings brought at this day; Kuyper illustration: new water
supply celebrated in big event ... but every time a new home is built it is connected to this water
supply; emphasis in this message: what was repeatable about this day

1) When the Spirit comes, He comes to empower His disciples for witness — they already
were witnesses of Jesus — but they needed power; What does it mean to be filled with the Holy
Spirit — your heart overcome with such love and admiration and faith that you want to stand up
and speak about Him; consequence always the same = spoke about Jesus with boldness and
people responded in both positive and negative ways; without the Spirit your words will fall to
the ground; just sounds in the air;

2) When the Spirit comes to empower for witness, He exalts the Lord Jesus Christ

Acts 2:22-23; Christ must be glorified and exalted in our heart;

3) When the Spirit comes, He brings conviction of sin (:37)

His words went through me like a knife;

4) When the Spirit comes, He comes to create a living challenge

Effects: devotion to Lord Jesus and to one another



TEXT: Acts 2: 5-13

TITLE: THE COMING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN POWERFUL PROCLAMATION —
PART 2

BIG IDEA:

THE COMING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT ATTESTED BY SIGN MIRACLES IMPACTS
THE WHOLE WORLD WITH THE SUPERNATURAL PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S
MIGHTY DEEDS

INTRODUCTION:

As we continue this week to reflect on the miracle of Pentecost — the coming of the Holy Spirit
in great power — [ want to focus on the greatness of our God. Often we are so self-absorbed
with our own set of problems and what we want God to do for us in our situation that we lose
sight of the greatness of God and what He wants to accomplish on a grand scale. His purposes
are not limited to my personal needs. His purposes are not limited to Solid Rock Community
Church and its struggles. His purposes are not limited to the United States of America and its
moral deficiencies. His purposes are not limited to any one race of people. The Great
Commission reflects God’s worldwide scope of kingdom expansion. If we are going to be in
tune with the heart of God we must have a heart for worldwide missions.

How Great is God in your thinking? Are you overwhelmed with a sense of awe and
amazement at His providential workings as He carries out His grand scheme in history? Does
your heart overflow with a good theme — with worship and praise to your God? Are we filled
with the Holy Spirit today in the sense of Ephes 5:19 “speaking to one another in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your heart to the Lord; always
giving thanks for all things in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father.”

Last week — Part 1: (:1-4)

(:1) THESETTING

I. (:2-4) THE EXPERIENCE OF THE COMING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN POWER
A. The Experience Was Startling

B. The Experience Was Impressive and Powerful — 2 Key Symbols: Wind / Tongues of Fire
C. The Experience Was Personally and Profoundly Life Changing

D. The Experience Was Impactful on Others

God in His greatness is doing something huge at Pentecost

This week — Part 2: (:5-13)
Il. (:5-13) THE EXPLANATION BY THE ASSEMBLED CROWD OF FOREIGN JEWS
[Next week — God’s own explanation through His spokesman Peter]
Simple outline — Who, What, Where, Why , When, How (not necessarily in that order) — but
dissect this spectacular event like an investigative reporter — Imagine that you are at the scene,
circulating among the crowd, interviewing people, Asking the basic questions — First:
A. Who Heard This Phenomenon of Speaking in Tongues?

1. Speaking in Tongues was Directed to a Jewish Audience

“Now there were Jews” -- talked about the Feast context last week
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City was filled to overflowing; no vacancies; tents and temporary dwellings set up everywhere;
people entertaining out of town visitors; hustle and bustle of a lot of activity; Jerusalem was a
happening place

Sign of judgment to unbelieving Israel — 1 Cor. 14:21,22 — God is switching gears in His
kingdom focus and now bringing this kingdom message to the world instead of working
exclusively through the Jewish nation. Represents a huge transition.

MacArthur: Upon hearing the apostles speaking in known foreign languages the Jews should
have known that the judgment prophesied and historically fulfilled first by the Assyrians and
then by the Babylonian captivity was about to fall on them again for their rejection of Christ,
including the destruction of Jerusalem (A.D. 70) as it had happened in 586 B.C. under
Babylonian power. . . The blessing of that sign was that God would build a new nation of Jews
and Gentiles to be His people (Gal. 3:28) to make Israel jealous and someday repent (see RO
11:11, 12, 25-27).

2. Living in Jerusalem — at least staying there for the important annual feast
“living in Jerusalem,”
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Stedman: Josephus, the Jewish historian who lived at this time, tells us that oftentimes the city of
Jerusalem (which normally had a population of 150,000) would be swollen in numbers to well
over a million. The city was packed and the suburbs were filled, and out on the hillsides were
many camps of pilgrims.

3. Devout in their Devotion to God — faithful Israelites — not yet believers in Christ
“devout men,”
Gvopec edAPeig
many of them trapped in a sense of self righteousness like the Pharisees of Christ’s time;
but very religious

4. Representatives of Every Nation
“from every nation under heaven.”
0710 TavTOg E0voug TGV VIO TOV 0VPOVOV.

This sign miracle could be viewed as a reversal of the judgment that took place at the Tower of
Babel. Remember the Lord’s worldwide charge to Noah after the flood: “Be fruitful and multiply
and fill the earth.” Instead the people in pride determined to make a great name for themselves
and resist being scattered over the face of the earth. The multiplication of languages facilitated
God’s worldwide mission.

Wiersbe: Pentecost was a reversal of the judgment at the Tower of Babel when God confused
man’s language (Gen. 11:1-9). God’s judgment at Babel scattered the people, but God’s
blessings at Pentecost united the believers in the Spirit. At Babel, the people were unable to
understand each other, but at Pentecost, men heard God’s praises and understood what was said.
The Tower of Babel was a scheme designed to praise men and make a name for men, but
Pentecost brought praise to God. The building of Babel was an act of rebellion, but Pentecost



was a ministry of humble submission to God. What a contrast!

B. Where and Why Did They Happen to Hear?
“And when this sound occurred, the multitude came together,”
YEVOUEVNG O TTG P@VT|G TaVTNG cLVIABEY TO TATB0C

God got their attention; stimulated their curiosity; gathered them together;
This was a big-time event; Set the stage for initial sermon by Peter

Does God have your attention? He uses a variety of means to get our attention:
- Trials, difficulties, hardships, pressures
- Silence
- Humbling us in a variety of ways so we need to seek His face

Sometimes it is a lot less painful to just pay attention to God rather than force Him to go to extra
lengths to get our attention

C. What Did They Hear? A Message from God about His Greatness in their Native Language
(not some unintelligible language of angels or ecstatic utterances)
A message that was relevant to them and accessible to them
1. The Communication Via Known Foreign Languages
“because they were each one hearing them speak in his own language.”
dt1 fjxovov €i¢ £xaotog Th] 16ig SloAékTm AalodvTey ovTdY.

“saying, ‘Why, are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how is it that
we each hear them in our own language to which we were born? Parthians and
Medes and Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia,
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the districts of Libya around
Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—

Aéyovtec: oy idov Bmavteg ovtol gicty oi Aadodveg Folhaior; kai mdg Huelg dodopey
Exaotog Tf) 1dig Stodéicte Nudv &v 1 dyevviOnuev; Ilapor kai Mijdot kai "Elapiton kol ot
Kkatowobvec v Mecomotauiav, Tovdaiav e kol Kanradokiov, I1oviov kai tv Aciav,
®pvoyiav te kai [MapguAiov, Alyvrtov kal ta pépn tiic APpong tiic kata Kvprvny, kai ot
gmdnuodvres Popaiot, Tovdaiol te kol mpoonivtol, Kpfiteg kai Apafeg,

we hear them speaking in our own tongues’”
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Word from which we get “dialect” in the English

MacArthur: Galileans — inhabitants of the mostly rural area of northern Israel around the Sea of
Galilee. Galilean Jews spoke with a distinct regional accent and were considered to be
unsophisticated and uneducated by the southern Judean Jews. When Galileans were seen to be
speaking so many different languages, the Judean Jews were astonished. . . The listing of
specific countries and ethnic groups proves again that these utterances were known human
languages.



2. The Content of the Speaking in Tongues? Very important!
“of the mighty deeds of God."
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Nothing small about our God — But does this mighty God intervene in our lives here on earth?
You bet He does!

Reflect on the Mighty Deeds of God:

Mighty deeds of Creation — the heavens declare the glory of God ... 7 Wonders of the
ancient world pale in comparison to God’s mighty deeds

= QGreat Pyramid of Giza

= Hanging Gardens of Babylon

= Statue of Zeus at Olympia

= Temple of Artemis at Ephesus

= Mausoleum of Maussollos at Halicarnassus

= (Colossus of Rhodes

= Lighthouse of Alexandria
Mighty deeds of Forming me in all of my uniqueness — | will give thanks to Thee, for |
am fearfully and wonderfully made; Wonderful are Thy works, And my soul knows it very
well. — Ps. 139:14
Mighty deeds of His New Creation — 2 Cor 5:17 “Therefore if any man is in Christ, he is
a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.”
Mighty deeds of Judgment — Tower of Babel and Noah’s Flood
Mighty deeds of His dealings with His covenant People — Nation of Israel
Mighty deeds of the Giving of His Law — revelation to guide His people
Mighty deeds of the coming of the promised Messiah — His incarnation by virgin birth
Mighty deeds of Christ accomplished during His earthly ministry
Mighty deeds of His death and resurrection and ascension
Mighty deeds continuing now by the Holy Spirit as recorded in this Book of Acts

Reflect on the Greatness of our Lord Jesus Christ:

As a Great Light to the nations who were in darkness — Matt. 4:16

0 Are you walking in light or in darkness?
As the Great Shepherd (Heb 13:20) who loves and tenderly cares for His sheep

O Are you trusting Him as your Shepherd?
As the Great Physician (Mark 2:17)who heals all of our spiritual diseases

0 Do you turn to Him for healing and restoration?
As a Great Prophet (Luke 7:16) — come down from heaven to communicate the message
of God

O Are you listening to the Word of God and obeying it?
As our Great High Priest (Heb. 10:21)who sympathizes with our weaknesses and
represents us to God; our Advocate; our Mediator; the one who is our Propitiation —
satisfying God by paying the penalty for our sins as the Great Lamb of God

O Are you drawing near to God through the great high priest who sits at the right

hand of God the Father?

As our Great King (Matt. 5:35) who will come again to rule in majesty and dominion
over all the earth and the people of every nation

0 Is your life submitted to this great king?



- Asour Great God and blessed hope — Titus 2:13 “looking for the blessed hope and the
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus”
O Are you living in holiness in anticipation and expectation of the return of Jesus
Christ?

What is our response:
Psalm 71:19 “For Thy righteousness, O God, reaches to the heavens, Thou who hast done great things;
O God, who is like Thee? “

Psalm 145:3 “God is great and highly to be praised, and His greatness is unsearchable”
Psalm 150:2 “Praise Him for His mighty deeds; Praise Him according to His excellent greatness. “

Mary’s song of praise — Luke 1:46-55 “For the Mighty One has done great things for me”
Is this our testimony??

Song of Moses — repeated at the end of the age — Rev 15:3-4

“And they sang the song of Moses the bond-servant of God and the song of the Lamb, saying, ‘Great and
marvelous are Thy works, O Lord God, the Almighty; Righteous and true are Thy ways, Thou King of the

nations. Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify Thy name? For Thou alone art holy; For all the nations will

come and worship before Thee, For Thy righteous acts have been revealed.™

D. How Did They React?
1. Emotionally? How did it make them feel?
“and were bewildered,”
Kol cuveyvon

“And they were amazed and marveled”
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“And they all continued in amazement and great perplexity,”
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Stedman: Notice the reaction Dr. Luke records of this crowd. There are, first, two words he uses
for astonishment -- they were amazed and bewildered. Twice he indicates that they were amazed.
The word in Greek is a word that means literally, "to push out of their senses." It is exactly what
we say when we use the modern phrase, *"they blew their minds." That is exactly what he said.
It blew their minds as they heard this phenomenon occurring. And linked with that, Luke says,
they were bewildered. Now the word is not quite accurately translated here. It is really a word
which means they were "hit hard, stunned." They were staggered by this amazing thing. They
heard these Galilean peasants speaking these languages and they were staggered by it, especially
since they easily recognized the languages they were speaking.

Then we have two more words that indicate puzzlement: They wondered, and they were
perplexed. Those are suggestive words. "Wondered" means they sought for a solution. They
began to ask themselves, what is behind all this. They began to think through, why does this
occur? The second word means literally, "thoughts running through their minds." They were
perplexed, they had various thoughts running through their minds. That in turn gave way to
two expressions that are recorded of this crowd which are very interesting to note. They indicate



the two divisions that always occur when something is suddenly sprung on people. When the
human mind is confronted with the new thing it reacts in one of two ways, as in this case.

First, they said to one another, "What does this mean?" i.e., they began to inquire, What is
behind this? What is the purpose of it? Why does this occur? That represents the group of open
minds that are always ready to investigate further before coming to a conclusion. But there was
another group who immediately dismissed the phenomenon with the infantile reaction of
mockery, ridicule. They looked at the disciples and said, "Yes, they're drunk! That explains it.
They've been getting into the new wine." Thus they dismissed it with ridicule. All this sets the
stage for Peter's explanation, and, in the next few verses, we have a wonderful message delivered
by the apostle on this occasion. . .

2. Intellectually? How Did They Interpret the Phenomena?
a. Confusion / Ignorance / Searching / Inquiring — No reasonable explanation
“saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’"
8AAoc PO BALOV Aéyovteg: Ti OEAel TODTO Elvoil;

b. Mocking / Dismissing — Trying to dismiss what they could not explain
“But others were mocking and saying, ‘They are full of sweet wine.”"
gtepot 0¢ drayrevalovteg Eleyov OTL YAEVKOLG LEPEGTMOUEVOL ElGTV.

Lenski: The great bulk of the hearers were sensible; they stopped with their question, gave no
hasty answer, were willing to wait for the true and satisfactory answer. They were in the
presence of a great miracle that transcended all reason and all experience and deeply felt the
effect of it.

CONCLUSION:
It was a vision of the Greatness of God that awoke the great Princeton theologian Jonathan
Edwards from spiritual lethargy:

Jonathan Edwards was suddenly converted, as by a flash of light, in the moment of reading a
single verse of the New Testament. He was at home in his father’s house: some hindrances kept
him from going to church one Sunday with the family. A couple of hours with nothing to do sent
him listlessly into the library: the sight of a dull volume with no title on the leather back of it
piqued curiosity as to what it could be: he opened it at random and found it to be a Bible: and
then his eye caught this verse: “Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise
God, be honor and glory for ever and ever, Amen!”

He tells us in his journal that the immediate effect of it was awakening and alarming to his
soul: for it brought him a most novel and most extensive thought of the vastness and majesty of
the true Sovereign of the universe. Out of this grew the pain of guilt for having resisted such as a
Monarch so long, and for having served Him so poorly. And whereas he had hitherto had slight
notions of his own wickedness and very little poignancy of acute remorse, now he felt the
deepest contrition. — C. H. Robinson

Next week we will see that Peter’s sermon had this same effect on multitudes of the Jews —
piercing their hearts and confronting them with their lost condition — opening the door for him to

testify to the grace gift of salvation from this perverse generation through the Lord Jesus Christ.

Let’s never lose sight of the greatness of our God.
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DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) Does my heart reflect God’s passion for worldwide missions?
2) How has God gotten my attention in the past?

3) What passages help me to reflect on the greatness of God?

4) What type of mocking responses do we see to the gospel message?
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QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Whitcomb: The Miracles of Pentecost

What were the miracles here? Definition: miracle, sign, wonder = a special rare
spectacular work of God that absolutely defies explanation or denial — God’s Providence is the
normal outworking of His plan as He works through natural laws and processes to accomplish
His purposes; Pentecostal movement, charismatic movement, signs and wonders movement take
a very different view: If God did signs and miracles in the days of the early church then why
doesn’t He do them today? Issue is not His power or ability but His purposes for these sign
miracles; Bible always places these physical miracles in secondary position to the inward
spiritual miracles of conversion and character transformation; miracles of Jesus were temporary
in their effect vs “the greater works which you shall do” — not intended to permanently solve
anyone’s problem; God is not performing sign miracles in this post apostolic era; even the
apostle Paul saw these sign miracles ceasing — had no healing powers at the end of his ministry;
cast off deadly serpent on island of Miletus; had accomplished their temporary purpose of
attracting attention to the miracle worker to hear the message from God they brought; Word of
God is our priority in ministry

Sign miracles on the Day of Pentecost — they did happen and were spectacular but are not
happening today; after the Rapture of the church all kinds of spectacular sign miracles start
occurring on earth (Rev. 11) — both divine and demonic miracles; it was a sound of a wind, not a
wind itself; like fire — looked like a little candle flame on each person’s head; Matt 3:11 is for
unbelievers — nothing to do with Pentecost; the filling followed the baptism; you don’t get re-
baptized throughout your Christian life; Was this the point at which these people became
believers? No — they lived in transition period — they were already believers; they experience
something that brings them into the body of Christ; a new dispensation; John the Baptist
anticipated this — no man ever born greater than John — but everyone in the church is positionally
in a higher program and privilege than OT saints; “I am a friend of the bridegroom” — “He must
increase, [ must decrease” — I am not part of the bride; Acts 18 — Apollos preaching about Jesus
—but only understood what John the Baptist had said — led into the fuller story — became Spirit
baptized and incorporated into the church; Acts 19 — 12 men who also needed Spirit baptism; no
born again person in this transition period rejected the full message when they heard it;

1 Cor. 12:12, 13 — we fit into this just as the Corinthian believers did; What happens
when you are born again today? If you are unsaved you do not have the Holy Spirit at all; all or



nothing; only one way you can get into this one body; Acts 11:16-18 — note he does not quote
“with fire” here; we experienced what they experienced and we are all now in the one body — so
the church began on the Day of Pentecost; don’t make distinction now between Jew and Gentile,
between kosher food and non-kosher;

Third sign miracle = speaking in tongues = foreign languages; people who were not
academically qualified to be multi-lingual; God reversing the curse of Tower of Babel; 6,000
people groups today with their own language and culture all over the world; Great Commission
sounds like impossible task — but not when Jesus is present; church very negligent in fulfilling
this commission because we don’t trust in Christ; Israel will someday succeed in this worldwide
witness (Rev 7:9) = 72,000 two men gospel teams — fruit of their ministry; Rev 5:9 — Jesus
finally wins

Dan Broadwater: God’s Spirit, Poured out to the Nations

What has God done for us at Pentecost? Poured out upon His followers His Spirit for the sake
of the lost nations. 120 all together in one place; People from all over the world were present;
When Christ was on earth He ministered personally face to face; how is He going to minister
after His Ascension? This is the launching of a new era; through His representatives as they
empowered by His Spirit to speak to the nations; How dramatically different from the modern
Pentecostal movement; Different in sound; different in vision; different in language that was
spoken as a result; cf. difficulty of learning a new foreign language (using flash cards to
memorize the vocabulary); God wanted to get the attention of the world; doing it in a big way; if
you want to get someone’s attention, do something spectacular; What are they going to be doing
in the Book of Acts; proclaiming the wonders of God through Jesus Christ to the world; telling
their stories of how Christ had transformed them; Beginning their witness campaign;
foreshadowing of what we see in book of Revelation with people from every nation praising
God; What were they saying? Vs. 11 —the wonders of God are incredible; the heavens declare
the wonders of God; have to live 80 lifetimes to get to the first star in outer space; awesome;
breathtaking; cf. the Grand Canyon; speaks of what God did not only in creation ... but in
history; what was Jesus doing in those last 40 days on earth; Christ would give up His life to
redeem me

Ray Stedman: What is This?

Whenever the true gift of tongues is manifest it will always be characterized by these four marks.
The Holy Spirit always moves in line with the Word of God: First, as we have clearly seen, the
biblical gift of tongues is always known languages, spoken somewhere on earth. They may be
unknown to the people hearing them, as in the fourteenth chapter of First Corinthians, but they
are spoken somewhere. They are not "unknown tongues"; the word "unknown" does not occur in
First Corinthians 14 in the Greek language. They are known languages, spoken somewhere.
Second, they are addressed to God as praise and worship. They are not messages intended for
men. Tongues is not a means of preaching the gospel. The early Christians did not preach the
gospel in tongues in the New Testament; they praised God in tongues, they worshipped God in
these strange languages. Paul confirms this in his treatise on tongues in First Corinthians 14. He
says there,

For one who speaks in a tongue speaks not to men but to God; {1 Cor 14:2a RSV}

This exposes the falseness of those occasions during which a message is conveyed in tongues to
those who are present, or some prediction is made, or some attempt is made to proclaim a truth
for the benefit of the people present. These are false, says the New Testament, for he that speaks



in a tongue does not speak to men but in worship and praise to God. The third mark is very clear
in this Pentecost incident. The gift of tongues is intended to be manifested publicly and never
privately. Again Paul confirms this in 1 Corinthians 12:7:

To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. {1 Cor 12:7 RSV}

The gifts are not for private blessing; they are for the common good. In chapter fourteen he
insists that if tongues, which is intended for another use, be exercised in the church, then it must
be interpreted, otherwise it is of no value whatsoever. It is not designed for individual benefit; it
is for the edifying of others. This was perfectly evident on the day of Pentecost. The miracle
occurred for the benefit of the thousands of Jews who had gathered in from the four corners of
the earth. There is no record in the New Testament of the private use of tongues.

This leads to the last sign which is also clearly evident at Pentecost and is definitely referred to
by Paul in First Corinthians 14: The biblical gift of tongues is a sign to unbelievers, and not to
believers. It is amazing how many Pentecostal writers will deal with First Corinthians,
Chapter 14, and totally ignore Verse 22. They will not face the fact that Paul quotes an Old
Testament prophet, the prophet Isaiah. Isaiah had predicted to the people of Israel that there
would come a day when God would send to them men speaking strange tongues. And, says
Isaiah, when you hear these you will know that the hour has struck when God turns from his
limited ministry to Israel and begins to send the message out to all peoples everywhere. That is
the reason why the tongues were given. It was a sign to unbelievers that the gospel was now
going out to the whole Gentile world. Wherever you find tongues occurring in the New
Testament you will always find unbelievers present, because tongues is a sign to them and not to
believers.

Phil Newton: What is Pentecost All About?

The promise of the Spirit coming to indwell the one who believed in Christ marked a new epoch
in history. Now, God Himself would not only come redemptively to man, but would indwell
him, satisfying him with the constant flow of living waters. This was the Messianic age, a new
era in which all of the glorious promises of the Old Testament prophets would be fulfilled. As
Isaiah, Ezekiel, Joel and other prophets pointed out, the coming of Messiah would bring about a
new relationship to God through His Spirit. . .

Everyone did not appreciate what they saw and heard. While some asked questions, others
mocked, accusing the disciples of being "full of sweet wine," which was wine made from grain.
How does the church respond to both questions and mocking? That is what we face in our day,
so we need to learn from the apostolic pattern.

We are to preach Jesus Christ! There are so many things substituted today for the preaching of the gospel
of Christ. Rather than confronting the age, we seem to want to coddle it and pet it. Peter's message, on
behalf of the entire group of believers, shows that the Christian message is still best presented in the
preaching of the Word of God.

Steven Cole: The Meaning of Pentecost

The meaning of Pentecost is God’s equipping His church with the power of His Spirit so that He
will be glorified among the nations.

God’s purpose at Pentecost was to equip His church with the mighty power of the Holy Spirit so
that we would be His witnesses to all the nations, resulting in His eternal glory. I want you to ask
yourself these questions as you think about this purpose:



(1) *Is my focus on God’s glory in all things? Did I even think about that as I went through my
week? Did it determine how I resisted temptation or how I spoke to others?

(2) *Is my passion that the nations would glorify God through the gospel? If my heart is not on
world missions, it is not in tune with God’s heart.

(3) *Is my daily life consciously dependent on the Holy Spirit? Would I have missed Him if He
had withdrawn from me this past week? Do I lean on Him for purity of life and power to obey
God?

(4) *Is my daily desire to bear witness of Christ to those who are lost and perishing? The power
of the Spirit isn’t given just to make me happy. It is given to make me holy so that my life and
my words bring glory to God as I bear witness to His saving grace. That should be the meaning
of Pentecost for you and me.



TEXT: Acts 2: 14-24

TITLE: THE COMING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN POWERFUL PROCLAMATION —
PART 3 — THE AUTHENTICATION OF JESUS AS THE PROMISED MESSIAH

BIG IDEA:

THE COMING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT ATTESTED BY SIGN MIRACLES IMPACTS
THE WHOLE WORLD WITH THE SUPERNATURAL AUTHENTICATION OF JESUS
AS THE PROMISED MESSIAH

INTRODUCTION:

One of the earliest TV game shows was “To Tell the Truth.” The show featured a panel of four
celebrities attempting to correctly identify which of 3 contestants was truly who he said he was.
So the show would begin with the 3 contestants each identifying themselves as the same
individual -- “I am Sam Jones”. The moderator would then read a brief statement describing
some unique occupation or experience of Sam Jones. The true character was joined by two
imposters who pretended to be that same central character. The celebrity panelists questioned the
three contestants; the two imposters were allowed (if not encouraged) to lie, but the central
character was sworn "to tell the truth". The panelists voted at the end of the show secretly for #1,
#2 or #3. Then the moderator concludes by asking “Will the real Sam Jones please stand up.”

How do you prove your identity? We live in the age of identity theft. What type of
authentication can you offer that you really are who you say you are? You might point to your
birth certificate; your social security number; your driver’s license; your passport — all
documents that might lend some degree of credibility. Someone arrested just this past week
because they were using the credentials of a dead man — caught because they had the wrong eye
color. You might point to the testimony of those who know you personally: your parents, your
family, your neighbors, your co-workers.

As we continue this week to reflect on the miracle of Pentecost — the coming of the Holy Spirit —
keep in mind the primary mission of the Holy Spirit = to testify to Jesus Christ and exalt Him.
How can you be sure that Jesus of Nazareth is who He claimed to be? How can you be sure that
the only path to fellowship with the eternal God is by becoming a disciple of Jesus Christ? How
can you be sure that repentance of sins and faith in Jesus Christ will grant you the free gift by the
grace of God of forgiveness of sins and eternal life and a rich inheritance in glory? It all comes
down to the authentication of the person of Jesus Christ. Who is He really? Who is this
Jesus of Nazareth? Who did He claim to be? Who do you recognize Him to be? Who does
God say that He is?

[Last week: The reaction and explanation of the Jewish crowd of these Pentecost events]

What made it difficult for the Jews to believe that Jesus was the Messiah?
- Humble beginnings — born in a stable; came from Nazareth
- Was opposed by the religious hierarchy and establishment
- Did not establish a political kingdom that was impressive and domineering
- Ended up being crucified = a humiliating death fit only for criminals




I. (:14-15) NATURAL EXPLANATIONS EASILY REFUTED
What are we to make of this impressive and powerful event — this speaking in known foreign
languages of the mighty deeds of God?

A. (:14a) Authoritative Interpretation by the Chosen Apostles of Jesus Christ
“But Peter, taking his stand with the eleven, raised his voice and declared to them:”
Ytafeig o¢ 0 [IETpog oV 101G Evdeka EmTipev TNV vV adTod Kol dnepdéyEoto avToig:

Had to raise his voice to be heard by the large crowd — if 3,000 responded, you can imagine the
huge crowd that must have assembled; no microphone system — just some strong lungs

Here we see the ministry of the chosen apostles beginning; once more Peter functioning as
spokesman for the group; This is the first sermon of the Christian era — gives us insight into a
number of key elements of preaching — we will see that Christian sermons must be:

- Authoritative proclamation -- Today’s culture shies away from any type of
authoritative declaration -- speak forth, pronounce — not everyday speaking but more
of a formal and public discourse; to speak one’s opinion plainly — required boldness —
especially in the face of potential persecution by the Jews

- Consistent with the experience of the preacher; no hypocrisy; must walk the talk

- Biblically based — quite a number of different texts used by Peter — yet also
characterized by reasonable argumentation

- Christ centered — especially keying on the crucifixion and resurrection

- Application focused — requires a response from the hearers

B. (:14b) Attention Getting of the Target Jewish Audience in Jerusalem
"Men of Judea, and all you who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give heed
to my words.”
dvopeg Tovdaiot kai ol kaTotkobvteg TepovcaAn L TAVTESG, TOVTO DUV YVOOTOV E0TM Kol
évorticaots o PuaTd pov.

So easy for people to miss the point of God’s object lessons — despite clear revelation

C. (:15) Absurdity of Natural Explanations Exposed
"For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only the third hour of the day;”
0¥ Yap ¢ VUELS drodapPavete odtot peddovoty, Eoty yap dpa tpitn tiig Huépo,

9 AM = the hour for prayer in the temple for the Jews during this important religious feast;
would not be found drunk at this time

Blaiklock: Scrupulous Jews drank wine only with flesh, and, on the authority of Ex. xvi. 8, ate
bread in the morning and flesh only in the evening. Hence wine could be drunk only in the
evening.

Longenecker: Unfortunately, this argument was more telling in antiquity than today.
Man’s wisdom always falls far short of explaining the ways of God — yet man is quick to offer

his wild explanations — anything is better than the truth which makes one accountable to God —
cf. the Darwinian explanation of origins — No design involved, just chance mutations — that is



how we developed from some simple cell that originated from who knows where — what kind of
explanation is that?? Yet people readily accept it over God’s revealed explanation

Control of the Holy Spirit vastly different from losing control to a drunken state of inebriation

Il. (:16-21) SUPERNATURAL EXPLANATION CONSISTENT WITH OT PROPHECY
OF THE LAST DAYS
A. (:16) Understand the Message of the OT Prophet Joel

“but this is what was spoken of through the prophet Joel:”

GAAG TOUTO EoTv TO gipnuévov did Tod mpo@rtov TonA:

THE DEVASTATION OF THE COMING DAY OF THE LORD (PREFIGURED IN THE
LOCUST PLAGUE AND SEVERE DROUGHT) SHOULD PROMPT HEARTFELT
REPENTANCE THAT WILL LEAD TO GOD’S GRACIOUS PROMISES OF
RESTORATION AND BLESSING

“Yet even now, declares the Lord, Return to Me with all your heart, and with fasting,

weeping and mourning; and rend your heart and not your garments. Now return to

the Lord your God, for He is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger, abounding

in lovingkindness and relenting of evil.” (2:12-13)

The message is one of certain future judgment; judgment that will be far more devastating than
the historic foretaste of the locust plague — Karen was telling the story the other night of driving
across Texas and encountering a horde of tarantulas — all over the ground — over a mile of them —
not a pleasant sight — let’s not get a flat tire here

Yet the message is one of the mercy and grace of God if we will but repent

The focus is going to be on the outpouring of the Holy Spirit as we shall see

B. (:17a) Understand the Timeframe of the Last Days = Messianic Age
“’And it shall be in the last days,” God says,”
kol £oton v Taic Eoyartang uéparc, Aéyet 6 0gog,

Has the Messiah come to earth? We are in the last days!
I John 2:18 — whole Christian era is characterized “the last hour” by John; we are waiting for
the wrap-up of God’s program for the nation of Israel — does not seem that way to us in 2010

1 Tim. 4:1 — “But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith,
paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons”

1 Peter 4:7 “The end of all things is near”

Piper: Are we living in the last days? Now let me answer the first question by quoting several
biblical passages. Hebrews 1:1-2, "In many and various ways God spoke of old to our fathers
by the prophets; but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son." 1 Peter 1:20, "Christ was
foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest at the last of the times for
your sake." 1 Corinthians 10:11, "These things happened to them as a warning, but they were
written down for our instruction, upon whom the end of the ages has come." In all these texts the
"last days" or the last times or end of the ages came when Jesus came. The coming of the
Messiah was the beginning of the end—the beginning of the "last days."



Longenecker: God has inaugurated, Peter proclaims, the long-awaited “last days” here and now,
and we know this because of the reinstitution of prophecy. Other signs, to be sure, were part of
Joel’s vision, but Peter does not stress them. His emphasis is entirely on prophecy as the sign of
the inauguration of the last days. Even though he might have had his own personal expectations,
Peter leaves all else for God to work out in the Messianic Age that had been inaugurated.

You have prophecy playing a significant role in the foundation of the church; then there will be a
renewed emphasis on prophesying during those final days leading up to the Second Coming of
Jesus Christ — it is the outpouring of the Holy Spirit — demonstrated here in tongues speaking on
the day of Pentecost — that makes possible this prophetic movement that distinguishes this new
era of God’s working = the last days = the Messianic Age

C. (:17b-18) Promise of the Universal Outpouring of the Holy Spirit in Those Days —
Eschatological Promises in Anticipation of National Repentance and Restoration
“That I will pour forth of My Spirit upon all mankind; And your sons and your daughters
shall prophesy, And your young men shall see visions, And your old men shall dream
dreams; Even upon My bondslaves, both men and women, 1 will in those days pour forth
of My Spirit And they shall prophesy.”

EKYe® Ao TOD TVEDUATOG OV €Ml TAGOV GAPKA, KOl TPOPNTEVGOVGLY 01 Viol VUMY Kal oi
Buyatépeg LUAY KAl ol veaviokol DUdV 0pacelg dyovtal kal ol mpesfitepol LUV Evumviolg
gvunviacOnoovtor kai ye &ml Tovg S0OAOVE LoV Kol £ TOC SOVANG LoV £V TG NUEPUIG EKEIVALG
EKYED AmO TOD TVEOHUATOG OV, KOL TPOPTTEVGOVGLY.

(Joel 2:28-29)
“It will come about after this
That I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind;
And your sons and daughters will prophesy;
Your old men will dream dreams,
Your young men will see visions.
Even on the male and female servants
| will pour out My Spirit in those days.”

Time reference — Acts 2 at Pentecost = partial fulfillment
“this is that” — not referring to entire paragraph from Joel
Complete fulfillment right before Second Coming

Look at Is. 61 as quoted by Christ in Lk. 4:21

Promise of the Spirit associated with New Covenant

“pour out” — like a torrential downpour on a scorched and thirsty earth

- No limitation as to gender
- No limitation as to age
- No limitation as to economic class or status

Stedman: Peter's explanation is very simple. This, he said, is what Joel declared would happen. It
is, therefore, neither unexpected nor unexplained. It is what Joel predicted. The key to this
passage from Joel is the phrase, all flesh. "I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh." If you read



the prophecy as it occurs in the second chapter of Joel, you will find that, before this passage, the
prophet had predicted that the Lord would visit his people. He would come to them and would
live in their midst. Then, as the prophet puts it, "afterward" (after this visitation) "I will pour out
my Spirit upon all flesh." The contrast is between the visitation of God to Israel, and the pouring
out of the Spirit upon all peoples everywhere -- Gentiles as well as Jew. The emphasis of this
section is that now the good news about Jesus Christ is to go out to the Gentiles as well as the
Jews. Up to this point it had been confined to the Jewish nation. Jesus had said more than once,
"I have come only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel," {Matt 10:6, 15:24}. But he had also
said, "Other sheep have I which are not of this fold; these also I must bring that there may be one
flock," {cf, John 10:16}. Now Peter announces that the time has come when God would pour out
his Spirit upon all flesh, Jews and Gentiles alike. Not only all people everywhere, but all kinds of
people -- young men, young women, male and female. "Your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, and your young men shall see visions." Note the emphasis upon youth. God is saying
that in this age of the Spirit, leadership, effectiveness, and power will not be limited to grey
hairs, but also young men and young women shall speak and lead -- shall see visions and
prophesy. Even servants, menservants and maidservants, obscure people, insignificant people,
upon them God would pour out his Spirit; and they would prophesy. All classes are affected by
this. . .

It is important also to notice that in this quotation of Joel there is no mention at all of tongues.
Is that not strange? Peter says, "This is that which was spoken of by the prophet Joel," but Joel
does not mention tongues. Instead he refers to another gift of the Spirit, the gift of prophecy.
Prophecy is the ability, in power, to declare the Word of God, to tell forth the Word of God. It
will be manifested by young men and old, even servants and obscure people. They shall be
equipped by the Spirit to tell forth the Word of God with power. That will be the mark of the age,
he says. The emphasis is not upon tongues at all, not even upon gifts, but upon the Spirit who
gives the gifts. The age will begin, Peter says, with the pouring out of the Spirit. It will end, Peter
indicates, by the sun being turned into darkness, and the moon into blood. . .

Wiersbe: Peter did not say that Pentecost was the fulfillment of the prophecy of Joel 2:28-32,
because the signs and wonders predicted had not occurred. However, Peter was led by the Spirit
to see in the prophecy an application to the church. “This is the same Holy Spirit that Joel wrote
about. He is here!” Such an announcement would seem incredible to the Jews, because they
thought God’s spirit was given only to a few select people (see Num. 11:28-29). But here were
120 of their fellow Jews, men and women, enjoying the blessing of the same Holy Spirit that had
empowered Moses, David, and the prophets.

D. (:19-20) Promise of Cosmic Signs Before the Day of the Lord
“And | will grant wonders in the sky above, And signs on the earth beneath, Blood, and
fire, and vapor of smoke. "The sun shall be turned into darkness, And the moon into
blood, Before the great and glorious day of the Lord shall come.”

Kol Sdhow Téparta &v T® 0Vpavd Eve Kod onueio &l TG YA KaTo, oipo kol Tp kol dTpida
KamvoD. 0 A0 LETAoTPaPNOETAL i OKOTOG Kol 1) oeAnv gl aipa, Tpiv EABETY uépav Kupiov
TNV LEYAANV Kol ETLQAVT.

(Joel 2:30-31)
“I will display wonders in the sky and on the earth,
Blood, fire and columns of smoke.



The sun will be turned into darkness
And the moon into blood
Before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes.”

Has not happened yet; cf. Joel 2:10
Had earthquake this week — but not these types of cosmic signs yet

Some people claim that such events were fulfilled back at the time of the crucifixion when the
earth became dark for 3 hours — Again that was a prefiguring but not the ultimate fulfillment of
this prophecy which is directly connected to that eschatological day of the Lord yet future

E. Promise of Deliverance to Those Who Repent and Call on the Lord -

Leads to Application
“And it shall be, that everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”
kol Eoton g 0g av Emkaiéontal 10 dvopa Kupiov cmbnoetat.

(Joel 2:32)
“And it will come about that whoever calls on the name of the Lord
Will be delivered;
For on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem There will be those who escape,
As the Lord has said,
Even among the survivors whom the Lord calls.”

Tremendous promise: Rom. 10:8-13 — salvation available to all; you cannot argue that you are
doomed because you are not one of the elect; Matt 7 — some will call on the name of the Lord in
spirit of hypocrisy and self righteousness; you must humbly call in repentance and genuine faith;
Passage leads right into the urgency for world missions

Piper: In the Old Testament the Spirit of God is the presence of God in the world to reveal
himself by some action or word. Therefore when Joel says that God will pour out his Spirit on all
flesh, he means that God will draw near to men and women and make himself known and felt in
a powerful way. There is a great difference between perceiving a lake at a distance and being
immersed in the lake. So there is a great difference between experiencing God as a distant object
of knowledge and being immersed in his presence. The picture of a worldwide pouring compels
us to think of being soaked and saturated and swept along by the Spirit of God. Joel wanted his
readers to anticipate an unmistakable flood-tide of God's presence.

When God draws near to a person by his Spirit, he does so to reveal himself. He aims to be
known as God, not as a psychic phenomenon or some indescribable fantasy. Therefore when he
pours himself on us by his Spirit, he stirs up in us true images and conceptions of his beauty and
power and mercy and truth and holiness and greatness, and he quickens our affections to respond
properly to all that we see. It is unthinkable that a person could be, as it were, soaked by the
presence of the infinite and holy God and not be moved deeply. If you are not often moved
deeply by the self-revealing presence of the Judge of the world and the Lover of your soul, then
pray for the fulfilling of Joel 2:28 in your experience, and set your gaze firmly on God's beauty
in Scripture.



1. (:22-24) APPLICATION AUTHENTICATES THE MESSIANIC CREDENTIALS
OF JESUS THE NAZARENE
(:22a) Call for Attention: "Men of Israel, listen to these words:

"Avdpeg TopanAital, akovcate TOVG AOYOLS TOVTOLS:

Remember the function of the Holy Spirit: to glorify Jesus Christ

A. (:22b) Jesus — Attested to by God with Miracles and Wonders and Signs
“Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with miracles and wonders and signs
which God performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves know—*
‘Incotv 1ov Nalwpaiov, dvdpa dmodederypévov dmod tod 0eod gig Db duvaueot kol tépact Kol
onusioic oic noinoev 81” avtod 6 O£dC &v HEGE DUDY KOOGS avTol oidarte,

Kent: The works of Jesus on earth substantiated that Jesus is the Messiah and Lord. By miracles
(dunamesi, deeds of great power viewed here as supernatural), and wonders (terasi, acts which
produced wonderment and awe among the beholders) and sign (semeiois, deeds and words which
served as credentials or proofs of his person and mission), Jesus had shown that he was sent of
God.

Bock: Peter details what God did through Jesus. God accredited him, showed him to be
victorious, gave him authority, and calls those who hear the gospel to respond to him.

2 Cor. 12:12 — note how Paul pointed to God’s divine validation of the apostles

B. (:23) Jesus — Not Invalidated by the Manner of His Death --

Crucified by Godless Men in Accordance with the Sovereign, Prophetic Plan of God
“this Man, delivered up by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed
to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death.”
ToDTOV Tf] OPLoUéVN POVAT] Kal Tpoyvdcel Tod Beod £kd0TOV d10 YEPOG AVOUWOY TPOGTNEAVTES
aveilore,

Suffering and humiliating death of Jesus Christ was no surprise to God or stumbling block to His
prophetic program regarding the Messianic promises

Lloyd-Jones: Now the apostle’s argument is that the events on the day of Pentecost would not
have happened were it not for those facts. Were it not that our Lord had risen from the dead and
appeared to His disciples, nothing would have happened. Peter was claiming that this Jesus of
Nazareth is the only begotten Son of God and that such a claim is proved by His resurrection
from the dead. .. Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection were fulfillments of prophecy. This was
the basis of Peter’s message, and I suggest to you that it is unanswerable. . . He is a living God
who gives revelation, gives knowledge, and imparts information.. . Peter also made this striking
point: In those revelations that God gave to the prophets, He was revealing that He has a great
plan and purpose with respect to this world. That is the message of Christianity.

C. (:24) Jesus — Attested to by God by Legitimately Raising Him from the Dead
"And God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it was
impossible for Him to be held in its power.”



Ov 6 0£0¢ dvéotnoey Moag Tag ddivac Tod Bavatov, kaddTt oK NV Suvatdv Kpateichor avToV
VT aVTOD.

Kent: Peter was well aware that most of his audience, though willing perhaps to admit the
miraculous deeds of Jesus, would reject his messiahship because he had been executed as a
criminal. Therefore, he showed from Psalm 16:8-11 that Messiah’s death was included in the
will of God and was predicted in Scripture (even though men who killed him were not excused
from guilt for they were called “wicked”).

Stott: “Agony” means literally “birth pains”, so that his resurrection is pictured as a regeneration,
a new birth out of death into life.

MacArthur: Because of His divine power (Jn 11:25; Heb 2:14) and God’s promise and purpose
(Lk 24:46; Jn 2:18-22; 1 Co 15:16-26), death could not keep Jesus in the grave.

CONCLUSION:

Peter’s audience was faced with a crucial choice after hearing this first Christian sermon. Did
they believe that Jesus was truly the Messiah, the Son of God, the Lord of all — crucified and
now risen from the dead. Did they believe that Jesus told the truth in the claims He made about
coming from heaven and returning to the Father to send the Holy Spirit? Did they believe
Peter’s explanation of this phenomenon of Pentecost and the pouring out of the Holy Spirit? If
so they must respond in repentance and faith to the truth of the gospel.

We are called to take this same message of the person of Jesus Christ to a world that largely has
no expectation of a coming Messiah; to a world that is lost in darkness and sin; to a world that
desperately needs someone to stand up and tell the truth that is powerful to save. How can we

who know the Savior keep quiet? Will the real witnesses to the true identity of Jesus of Nazareth
please stand up and proclaim the truth!

K ok sk sk sk ok ok ok ok o3k

DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) How could Peter have turned around so dramatically from denying the Lord to now being so
bold to preach to the Jews in Jerusalem?

2) How could Peter use this OT passage by way of application when all of the elements had not
yet been fulfilled?

3) What is the difference in emphasis between speaking in tongues and prophesying?

4) Why was it impossible for death to hold Jesus captive?

* %k %k sk sk ok ok ok ok o3k



QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Boice: Model Sermon of Peter that saved 3,000 Souls
1) Biblical sermon — look at the use of the OT quotations
2) Christ-centered sermon

3) Fearless sermon

4) Eminently reasonable sermon

Bock (quoting Dodd): notes the following themes that appear throughout the speeches in Acts,
though not in every speech:

(1) the age of fulfillment has come;

(2) it has come through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus;

(3) the resurrection exalted Jesus;

(4) the Holy Spirit is the sign of the church’s power;

(5) the messianic age’s consummation comes in Jesus’ return; and

(6) God calls for repentance and offers forgiveness, the Holy Spirit, and his promise

Stedman: Where the Action Is — What is This?

We are used to sirens today. We do not pay much attention to them. But imagine the effect in
Jerusalem when this mighty air raid alarm was suddenly sounded, and the people did not know
what it meant. They came rushing together into the temple. When they arrived, they were
additionally bewildered, "because each one heard them speaking in his own language." What
they heard when they got there was the strange sound of certain men and women, evidently
peasants by their dress, from Galilee, who were speaking in over sixteen different languages. It
was quite evident that these people were not educated. It was difficult for any to believe that
these peasants could have learned these languages. This was long before the days of the art of
linguistics, and it was very difficult to learn a language. There were no tourist guides available
by which you could stammer through a language, but you had to go live in a country before you
could learn the language. Yet here were untrained men and women speaking these languages. . .

What Peter did not say is as important as what he did say. He said this is what Joel predicted, but
he did not use the phrase which is usually used in the New Testament concerning an Old
Testament prophecy. He did not say, "Thus is fulfilled what was said by the prophet Joel." From
other Scriptures we learn that Joel's prophecy has yet to be fulfilled in a greater way. Once again
God will visit his people at the second return of Jesus Christ. Then, after his return, the Spirit
will be poured out again. When Peter quotes this passage he changes the word which Joel used,
"afterward," to the phrase, "in the last days." Thus Peter is adapting this to the present age of the
Spirit which begins, he says, with the pouring out of the Spirit of God.

Piper: The meaning of our time is threefold: It is the FINAL time. It is a time for FULLNESS. It
is a time for reaching all FLESH with the gospel—old and young together.

5 Ways in which God Endorses Jesus:

1. By Working Signs and Wonders Through Him
2. By Planning His Death for the Sins of His People

3. By Raising Him from the Dead



4. By Exalting Him and Subjecting All Enemies to Him

5. As One Worthy to Receive and Pour Out the Spirit

Bordwine: Peter says that Joel predicted the events which were coming to pass on this day. What
have we already learned about the events of this day? We've already learned that the Spirit came
to the disciples according to God's promise and the promise of the Savior. We've already learned
that the appearance of tongues as of fire over the heads of the disciples was a sign of divine
presence and divine equipping. We've already learned that this manifestation of the tongues
phenomenon constituted a sign to the Jews that God was preparing to judge them even as He
began to make Himself known to the Gentiles. Now, with that reminder, hear Peter again: “this is
what was spoken of through the prophet Joel.” This means that however we interpret this
prophecy from Joel, we cannot come up with a conclusion that excludes the facts we already
know.

Dr. Whitcomb — The Pentecostal Sermon

Peter only 50 days earlier had denied the Lord! Only 9 in the morning = hour of prayer in the
temple; Joel is stating something that other prophets had already said: Is. 44:3; pour out speaks
of abundance and vast generosity; Gal. 3:14 — blessing might come to the Gentiles; church
grafted in to Abrahamic Covenant — Rom. 11; John 7:39; difficulty is that not everything that
Joel said would happen ended up happening on Day of Pentecost; in fact Joel did not reference
speaking in tongues; application to present situation = the pouring out of the Holy Spirit;
prophesying = speaking forth directly from God (not limited to predicting future events); we
don’t have prophets today; essential for foundation of the church; had direct revelation from
God; miracle of prophesying extended to youth and women — but not authoritative teaching and
administrative leadership in the church; long parenthetical period of the church before the Day of
the Lord and the millennial kingdom; need temple before Jewish nation can operate once again
as a theocracy — that is coming soon; miracles of Jesus were undeniable — never claimed to be
fake — just that the supernatural source was Satan; but demons don’t do those type of
compassionate and merciful deeds; What more could Jesus have done to validate His Messianic
claims?

Derek Thomas: The “This is That” Sermon
1. Peter has a conviction about the Bible
2. Peter has a conviction about divine providence

However tempting it may be for us to run along the lines of all kinds of philosophical
explanations when evil things happen — that God doesn’t know, or that God’s hands are tied, or
whatever it may be in the modern and current fads — Peter is absolutely sure and categorical: God
was in this; God planned this; that things happen because God wills them to happen. They
happen because He wills them to happen before they happen. Things happen because He wills
them to happen in the way that they happen. Things don’t happen and take God by surprise. He
has a confidence, a certainty, a conviction not only about the Bible, but a conviction about
providence, a conviction about history, a conviction about where he is at this moment in time on
this Day of Pentecost, with all of what lies before him.
3. Peter has a conviction about Jesus

He has a conviction, do you see, about Jesus, and that the Holy Spirit has come because
Jesus has been exalted, because Jesus is at the right hand of God. And what he wants to say is
that what Pentecost is essentially about is — well, it’s not about the Holy Spirit essentially. Well,



that’s a strange thing to say, isn’t it, that Pentecost isn’t about the Holy Spirit? But do you see
what Peter is saying? The Spirit is the representative agent of Jesus Christ. He’s the ongoing
ministry of Jesus Christ. It’s not that there was a ministry of Jesus but now there’s a ministry of
the Spirit. The Spirit in the New Testament is often called the Spirit of Christ, the Spirit sent by
Christ, the Spirit who indwelt Christ, the Spirit who understands everything there is to
understand about Jesus Christ.

4. Peter has a conviction about salvation

5. Peter has a conviction of urgency

MacArthur: Dreams (Ge 20:3; Da 7:1) and visions (Ge 15:1; Rev 9:17) were some of God’s most
memorable means of revelation since they were pictorial in nature. . . Most frequently [in the
NT] they were used to reveal apocalyptic imagery (cf. Eze, Da, Zec, Rev). They were not
considered normal in biblical times, nor should they be so now. The time will come, however,

when God will use visions and dreams during the Tribulation period as predicted by Joel 2:28-
32.



TEXT: Acts 2: 22-32

TITLE: THE COMING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN POWERFUL PROCLAMATION —
PART 4 - THE AUTHENTICATION OF JESUS AS THE PROMISED MESSIAH BY THE
RESURRECTION - GOD RAISED HIM UP AGAIN

BIG IDEA:

THE COMING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT ATTESTED BY SIGN MIRACLES IMPACTS
THE WHOLE WORLD WITH THE SUPERNATURAL AUTHENTICATION OF JESUS
AS THE PROMISED MESSIAH BY HIS RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD

INTRODUCTION:

One of the main arguments by those opposed to the death penalty is that there is a terrible
possibility of executing an innocent person. Can you imagine how you would feel if you pulled
the switch and terminated the life of an innocent person? We have been studying the first
sermon of the Christian church — the explanation given by Peter back on the Day of Pentecost
regarding the outpouring of the Holy Spirit in such dramatic fashion. In addressing his targeted
Jewish audience he lays the blame for the crucifixion of the most innocent man who ever lived
directly at their feet.

His goal is not to alienate the crowd or stir up similar persecution against himself and the other
11 apostles. His goal is to bring conviction of sin and a sense of need of the deliverance that can
only be provided by the true Messiah — the one promised in OT prophecy and now sent to earth
to accomplish their salvation. It is interesting to see how Peter approaches this skeptical
audience. He makes a very logical, reasoned argument — not just some emotional plea. And yet
he is not here to refute all of their wild speculations and rabbit trail philosophical digressions.
He knows that he has one very powerful trump card to play — an ace in the hole that cannot be
refuted. That trump card is the reality of the bodily resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. A
resurrection that he can personally testify to because he has seen the risen Lord on numerous
occasions.

The resurrection of Jesus Christ must be the pivotal point in our presentation of the gospel to lost
sinners. It constitutes the Supreme Court from which there can be no appeal to any higher
authority. Once you have played this trump card the burden is on the listener to respond. How
do you deal with the reality of the resurrection? Do you deny it? We live in the year A.D. 2010
— our very calendar marked by the life and ministry of Jesus Christ here on this earth. We rub
shoulders with people who claim their life has been transformed by a personal relationship with
this very Jesus who is alive today. As Christian disciples we do not follow some dogmas of an
historical religious founder but we live by the power of the Holy Spirit to please our living Lord.

Such a life should be supremely joyful and hopeful as we are secure regarding our eternal
destiny. How blessed is the man says the psalmist. We are the ones who have discovered true
happiness in life. How happy is your life? How secure are you regarding your eternal destiny?

THE COMING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT ATTESTED BY SIGN MIRACLES IMPACTS
THE WHOLE WORLD WITH THE SUPERNATURAL AUTHENTICATION OF JESUS
AS THE PROMISED MESSIAH BY HIS RESURRECTION FROM THE DEAD



3 DRAMATIC IMPLICATIONS OF THE RESURRECTION

I. (:22-24) THE RESURRECTION PUTS GOD’S STAMP OF AUTHENTICATION ON
JESUS THE NAZARENE AS THE PROMISED MESSIAH
It establishes Jesus Christ as both Christ and Lord — He is who He said He was — ends all debate
on this subject — looked at these verses briefly last week — but they are important for today’s flow
of thought as well — the whole sermon of Peter is tightly constructed — just takes us several
weeks to work through it
(:22a) Call for Attention: "Men of Israel, listen to these words:

Avdpeg Toponiitat, dkovoate Tovg AOYOLG TOVTOVG
Parallel expression to vs. 29: Men brothers — Peter speaking as one of them — not as an outsider;
he understands their thought process; what makes them react the way they do to the gospel
message about Jesus of Nazareth

A. (:22b) Jesus — Attested to by God in Earthly Ministry by Miracles and Wonders and
Signs
“Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with miracles and wonders and signs
which God performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves know—*

‘Incodv 1ov Nalwpaiov, dvdpa dmodedetypévov amd tod Beod gig bdc duvapueot kol tépaot Kol
onueioic oic &noinoev 8t avtod 6 O£dC &v HEGH DUDY KOOGS avTol oidarte,

John 18:5, 7 — “Jesus the Nazarene” -- the man the Jews sought to execute

This passage is all about God attesting to the authentication of Jesus — now the apostles as God’s
appointed spokesmen are bringing that message to the world

These are things that intellectually you already know — you witnessed the miracles and wonders
and signs. You saw the numerous healings; you experienced the divine power over the laws of
nature; you heard the powerful teaching; you witnessed the love and compassion and mercy of a
sinless life. The question now is one of your heart — will you continue to love your sin or be
humbled by God and moved to repentance and faith?

B. (:23) Jesus — Attested to by God in Predetermined Death By Crucifixion
“this Man, delivered up by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed
to a cross by the hands of godless men and put Him to death.”

ToVUTOV Tf] OPLoUEVN POVAT] Kal Tpoyvdoel Tod Beod £k60TOV d10 YEPOG AVOUWOY TPOGTNEAVTES
aveilore,

MacArthur: Before Peter can ever talk to them about where they need to be, he's got to show
them where they are. And just in that subtle little statement that carries itself through Acts, "you
have killed Him, God has raised Him," is implied that constant dichotomy. And that constant
issue that every man on the face of the earth must face. That he is a rebel against God.

This simple statement gets right to the heart of the problem = the pride of man. Are you willing
to admit your rebellion against God? God has an agenda, a will, a path of righteousness and
holiness that He has prescribed. You have your own agenda and will and path of sinful pleasure
that you choose to follow. Do you want the narrow road that leads to heaven or the broad way
that leads to destruction? You cannot enter that salvation gate without stooping low in humility
as a little child.



C. (:24) Jesus — Attested to by God in Righteous Resurrection that Broke the Power of
Death
"And God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it was
impossible for Him to be held in its power.”

Ov 6 0£0¢ dvéotnoey Moag Tag ddivac Tod Bavatov, kaddTt ok NV Suvatdv Kpateichol avToV
VT aVTOD.

Message = God raised Him up again -- this will be repeated in our passage today as the central
point — that trump card that Peter plays time and time again

Your sins put Him to death ... God raised Him up again
Your pride put Him to death ... God raised Him up again
Your selfishness put Him to death . .. God raised Him up again

Spurgeon: Bonds Which Could Not Hold

PETER is here speaking of the risen Christ, whom God had raised up, “having loosed the pains
of death.” So it is clear that whatever those pains were, our blessed Lord Jesus Christ felt them—
He felt them much more than His followers do, for, in His death-agony, He was left without the
sustaining help of God and the light of His Father’s Countenance was hidden from Him. His
death was a bitter one, indeed! He took the deepest draughts of wormwood and gall, for He

had to “taste death for every man,” whatever that mysterious expression may mean. We must
never imagine that there was about Christ’s death anything which took away from its bitterness.
There was much that increased it, but nothing that diminished it. He was bound, as with strong
cords, by the pains of death. All His powers were, for a time, fettered. He was held captive and
He did really die. After death, He was buried. But there was this remarkable fact about His dead
body—it saw no corruption. In the case of ordinary corpses, corruption begins very speedily. In a
climate like that of Jerusalem, it is very quick in doing its work of dissolving the mortal fabric.
But, although our Lord did truly die, no taint of corruption came upon His precious body.

Why was it impossible that the bonds of death should hold Christ? There are several reasons:

1) The first is that Christ had in Himself the inherent power to die, and to live again . . .

2) Next, the dignity of His Person rendered it impossible that He should be held by the cords of
death, apart from the consent of His own will, = His Deity . . .

3) His redeeming work was done. . .

4) He had His Father’s promise that He should not. . .

5) Because each of His offices (as high priest, King and Redeemer) is everlasting, ordained of
God in perpetuity—therefore He must rise from the dead.

Il. (:25-28) THE RESURRECTION OF THE MESSIAH TRANSFORMED DEATH
INTO ADOORWAY TO A JOYFUL AND HOPEFUL ETERNAL OUTCOME

Chiastic Structure: A BB A / Joy Hope Hope Joy — quoting from Psalm 16

How do we know this is a Messianic Psalm? — Holy Spirit says so — language goes way beyond
the experience of King David who is a type of the promised King to come who would reign for
eternity

Constable: God’s presence with David made him happy and hopeful.



A. Joyful Eternal Outcome — Emphasis on the Present
1. Joy in the Presence of God — for all Eternity
"For David says of Him, 'l was always beholding the Lord in my presence;’”

Aowid yop Aéyer gig adTOV: TPOOPOUNY TOV KOPLOV EVOTLOV OV 10 TOVTOG,

2. Joy in Strength and Security
“For He is at my right hand, that | may not be shaken.”

Ot €k de&1dV nov oty tva ur colevdd.

“Right hand” — position of power and strength
Lenski: as advocates used to sit at the right side of the clients they supported . . . so as not to be
made to toss to and fro in uncertainty and in fear

“Shaken” -- Agitate, shake as by winds or storms; cause to waver or totter; disturb
Psalm 62:2 “He only is my rock and my salvation, My stronghold; | shall not be greatly shaken.”

3. Joy on the Inside and on the Outside -- in Heart and Expression
“Therefore my heart was glad and my tongue exulted;”

d10. ToUTo MOEPAEVOT 1) Kopdia pov Kol NYoAAAcaTo 1) YADCGA LoV,

Lenski: His heart, in the Scriptures always the center of the personality, was filled with gladness,
the same verb that is used for making merry at a celebration in Luke 15:32; and his tongue
jubilated, exulted in songs and expressions of praise.

The mouth should speak out of the overflow of the heart

4. Joy in Understanding God’s Wisdom
“Thou hast made known to me the ways of life;”

Eyvmplodc pot 000vg Lmfig,

Proverbs 14:12 “There is a way which seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death.”
(Also 16:25)

Psalm 16:11 Thou wilt make known to me the path of life; In Thy presence is fulness of joy; In Thy right
hand there are pleasures forever.

5. Joy in the Presence of God — Abundant and Sufficient
“Thou wilt make me full of gladness with Thy presence.”
TANPDOGCELS [LE EVPPOGVVNG LETH TOD TPOGDTOV GOVL.

Transition: Prov. 10:28 “The hope of the righteous is gladness, But the expectation of the
wicked perishes.” The unsaved can make plans; they can have expectations of a bright and
glorious future; but when it comes to their eternal destiny, they end up perishing in the lake of
fire.



B. Hopeful Eternal Outcome — Emphasis on the Future
1. Hope for the Body — Physical part of man
“Moreover my flesh also will abide in hope;”

€71 08 Kol 1 6apE POL KATACKNVAGCEL €T EATIO,

Paul’s earthly ministry was motivated by hope in the resurrection — a Certain Hope and
expectation — not speculative prediction but assurance of things not yet seen (Heb. 11)

Acts 24:14-16 "But this | admit to you, that according to the Way which they call a sect | do serve the
God of our fathers, believing everything that is in accordance with the Law, and that is written in the
Prophets; !> having a hope in God, which these men cherish themselves, that there shall certainly be a
resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked. *® "In view of this, | also do my best to maintain always
a blameless conscience both before God and before men.”

Lenski: This hope of David’s has solid reality under it and thus cannot end in disappointment as
do the hopes of the ungodly which have no other foundation than the desires of the ungodly
themselves. Jehovah, who has ever been at David’s right to keep him from being shaken by
doubt and by fear, will never forsake him at the time of death. His hope is sure.

2. Hope for the Soul / Spirit — Immaterial part of man
a. For the Soul
“Because Thou wilt not abandon my soul to Hades,”

OTL 00K EyKATOAEIYELS TNV YOV LoV &ig Gonv
Bock: Hades is the Greek equivalent of Gehenna or Sheol, the place where the dead are gathered
for judgment . . . Being in hades stands in contrast here to being in God’s presence and expresses
the threat that death represents.

Lenski: Here soul is in contrast with flesh and not with spirit and thus refers to the soul as the
entire immaterial part of man which in life animates the body and also contains the spirit and
personality. Thus body and soul constitute the entire human being. When psyche and pneuma
are paired, the former refers to the immaterial part only as animating the body (translated “life”),
the latter to the same immaterial part as representing the ego or personality and as being able to
receive impressions from the divine Pneuma or Holy Spirit.

b. For the Spirit
“Nor allow Thy Holy One to undergo decay.”

000¢ doelg TOV 6610V 6oV 10TV drapOopav.
Bock: “Holy One” is used seventy-seven times in the LXX. It can refer to a priest (Deut. 33:8),
to the pious, or to the faithful. A reference to the faithful is the term’s most common usage,
especially in the Psalter. In Ps. 16, however, it is a reference to a specific person, as the singulars

in the psalm show.

“Decay:” that destruction which is effected by the decay of the body after death



1. (:29-32) THE RESURRECTION OF THE MESSIAH WAS ANTICIPATED BY OT
PROPHECY, ACCOMPLISHED BY GOD AND NOW ATTESTED TO BY MANY
WITNESSES
A. Anticipated by OT Prophecy -- David
1. David Speaking as a Patriarch -- was not speaking about himself
"Brethren, | may confidently say to you regarding the patriarch David that he
both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day.”

Avdpeg adedpot, EE0V ginelv peta mappnoiog Tpog LUAG TEPL TOD maTPLAP)OV Aawid &TL
Kol £TededTnoey Kol £Taon, Kol 1o uvijpo avtod Eotv &v MUV Gypt THg MUEPOS TOVTNG

Parallel expression to earlier form of address: “Men of Israel”
Spoke with boldness and confidence; no fear

Messiah not just a founder of a religion; not just the foundation stone upon which all is built; He
is risen and alive today to function as the Head of His church; very different than a patriarch
figure

Key: Check the tombs and see who has risen and is worthy to be followed; become a disciple of
the risen Messiah

2. David Speaking as a Prophet = mouthpiece of God
"And so, because he was a prophet,”

TPOPHTNC 0DV VIAPYDV

3. David Speaking as a Promise Keeper -- Confident of God’s Promises
“and knew that God had sworn to him with an oath to seat one of his descendants

upon his throne”

Kol l0mg 6TL OpK® dPocev AT 6 Be0g €k Kapmod Tiig 05PHOG avTod Kabicot &mi
oV Opdvov avto,

Piper: We know that God gave David a promise (in 2 Samuel 7:12-16) that one of his own
posterity would be the everlasting king of Israel -- the Son of David, the Messiah (Isaiah 9:6-7).
David must have often thought of this wonderful thing -- that in his own body, as it were, there
was a King whose reign would never end.

Bock: Peter’s point is that the exercise of messianic authority is on display now in the Spirit’s
present distribution, as verses 32-36 declare.

4. David Speaking as a Predictor -- of the Future Resurrection of Christ
“he looked ahead and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ,

TPOIOOV EAGANGEV TTEPL TG AVOOTAGENMS TOD XP1oTOD

a. Victory Over Spiritual Death — No Hope
“that He was neither abandoned to Hades,”



Ot ovte ykateleipOn gig gonv

b. Victory Over Physical Death — No Hope
“nor did His flesh suffer decay.”

obte 1} 6ApE adTod £1dev SrapOopay.
Favorite argument of Peter’s — apparently a favorite argument of Paul’s as well: Acts 13:34-41

“it stinketh” — body of Lazarus -- cf raccoon that died in our driveway; talk about maggots
...where do they come from and how do they multiply so quickly?

Who says the OT does not speak of the resurrection? Very clear prophetic word from the
patriarch David, himself a type of Christ

1 Cor. 15:53-57 “For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on
immortality. >* But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on
immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, "Death is swallowed up in victory. > "O death,
where iss¥our victory? O death, where is your sting?" > The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is
the law; °" but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

B. Accomplished by God
"This Jesus God raised up again,

todToV TOV Incodv dvéotnoev 6 0gdg,

Message = God raised Him up again

Many false Messiahs and false claims; must be able to recognize the authentic Jesus

C. Attested to by Many Witnesses
“to which we are all witnesses.”

00 TaVTEC NUEIC EOUEV HAPTVPEC

Stott: Thus the spoken testimony of the apostles and the written prediction of the prophets
converged. Or, as we would say, the Old and New Testament Scriptures coincided in their
witness to the resurrection of Christ.

Scott Bayles: When Peter said “we are all witnesses,” he probably waved him arm, indicating the
other eleven Apostles. The Law of Moses said that “The facts of the case must be established by
the testimony of two or three witnesses” (Deuteronomy 19:5 NLT). The case for Christ was
established not by just two or three witnesses, but twelve men and at least a half dozen women.
Peter’s audience was looking, but at twelve men of unimpeachable character who personally had
nothing to gain and everything to lose by preaching Jesus Christ. Even if you reject the miracles,
the prophesies and everything else the Bible says, you’ve still got to deal with the testimony of
twelve men who say they saw Jesus come back from the dead. They believed it with all their
hearts and they died for their belief. How else can we explain that?



CONCLUSION:
God raised Him up again! Resurrection is key to our personal Christian faith and witness to
others.

Think of the Humpty Dumpty nursery rhyme: Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall. Humpty Dumpty
had a great fall. All the king's horses and all the king's men. Couldn't put Humpty together again.
How about the power of God to put your life back together — in fact to impart new spiritual life;
in fact to raise your body from the dead and grant you eternal existence in the presence of God?

[lustration: We have a lot of ""Jigsaw Christians’’ these days: Every time they're faced with
problems, they go to pieces.

Has Jesus made you whole? Are you living a life of joy and hope?

[lustration: "There are no hopeless situations; there are only people who have grown hopeless
about them." - Clare Boothe Luce

Play the trump card as you witness to others about the resurrected and reigning Lord Jesus
Christ. There is no answer to the reality of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

% sk ok sk ok sk ok sk ok sk

DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:
1) What was Jesus experiencing in the 3 days between death and resurrection?
2) How can we cultivate right now a sense of joy in the presence of God?

3) Despite all of the bluster of the world as they blindly chase after pleasure and achievement
and a lasting legacy, the utter hopelessness of their life apart from Christ should affect believers
in what ways?

4) Why not just play the trump card of the resurrection instead of trying to argue people into the
kingdom of God?

K ok sk sk sk ok ok ok ok 3k

QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Phil Newton: But God Raised Him Up Again

The resurrection of Jesus Christ tends to make many religious and not-so-religious people squirm
or even angry. Consider what the resurrection implies: Jesus Christ, the Son of God was indeed
crucified, and then in three days was bodily resurrected; that puts Him in a unique category
among all humanity (He must be who He claims to be-God Incarnate); that also demands
response to His call for repentance and faith. If the bodily resurrection is true then everything



that Jesus Christ and His followers claimed concerning Him has validity. The gospel message is
then, the most important truth for every person. The certainty of the resurrection, therefore, will
not let men ignore or slide by their need for faith in Christ.

Stott: the psalm is “in reality a believer’s testimony regarding both his present faith and his
future hope. Having taken refuge in God (verse 1), he has found in Him his greatest good
(verses 2, 6, 7) and is convinced that even death cannot rob him of that true life which consists of
fellowship with God (verses 11, 12)...

Peter himself in his first letter (1 Peter 1:10-12) explained that the prophets did not fully
understand to what the Spirit of Christ within them was referring when predicting Christ’s
sufferings and subsequent glory. We need not therefore assert that David was making a
deliberate and conscious prophecy of the resurrection of Jesus which was fully intelligible to
himself. It is enough to say that, caught up by the Spirit of prophecy, he was led to write words
about the conquest of death and the fulness of life and joy in the presence of God, which would
be finally fulfilled not in his own experience but in that of his illustrious descendant.”

Spurgeon: Bonds Which Could Not Hold

Why was it impossible that the bonds of death should hold Christ? There are several reasons.
The first is that Christ had in Himself the inherent power to die, and to live again. I will not
enlarge upon this Truth of God, but simply give you our Lord’s own Words concerning it.
“Therefore does My Father love Me, because I lay down My life, that I might take it again. No
man takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power
to take it up again. This commandment have I received of My Father.” . ..

Next, the dignity of His Person rendered it impossible that He should be held by the cords of
death, apart from the consent of His own will, for, though Jesus Christ was truly Human—and let
that blessed fact never be forgotten—yet His Humanity was in so close an alliance with the
Godhead that, though we do not say that the Humanity did really become Divine, yet, “Jesus
Christ Himself” is altogether Divine and is to be worshipped and adored in the completeness of
His blessed Person. And, therefore, that flesh, which He took upon Himself for our sake, was
lifted up, exalted, ennobled, by being taken into mysterious unity with His Deity. It could not be
that a body in which dwelt the fullness of the Godhead could be held by thin bonds of death—He
who slept in Joseph’s tomb was the Son of God! It was He who is without beginning of days or
end of years. It is He with whom Jehovah took counsel when He laid the foundations of the
heavens and built all worlds, for “without Him was not anything made that was made.” It was
not, therefore, possible that He should be held by the bonds of death. Marvelous condescension,
not human weakness, brought Him into the sepulcher— it was by His own free will that He was
laid in the tomb and, consequently, He had but to exert His royal prerogative and He could rise
again from the dead whenever He pleased.

Those two reasons might be sufficient to prove the assertion I made concerning our Lord, but |
want you to notice, with delight, a third one. It was not possible that the dead Christ should be
held by the bonds of death any longer than the third morning because His redeeming work was
done. Remember—and oh, how well some of you know it, and how gladly do you welcome it!—
that the reason why Jesus died was because He took the sin of His people upon Himself and,
being found in the sinner’s place, He had to suffer the sinner’s doom, which was death. But after
He had endured the penalty, that is, after He had died and remained the appointed time in the
tomb, how could He be held any longer in the grave? After He had said, “It is finished,” and after



the predestinated hours for a full examination of His work before the Throne of God had passed,
why should He be detained any longer? He was the Hostage for our debt, but when the debt

was paid, who could keep Him in durance vile? Having borne the penalty, He was free forever
and so, as Paul writes, “Christ, being raised from the dead dies no more; death has no more
dominion over Him.” In that He has satisfied all the claims of the Law of God, what hand can
arrest Him, what power can hold Him captive? He died for our sins, but He rose again for our
justification! And His rising proved that all His people were accounted righteous in the sight of
God! It was not possible, while there was a just God in Heaven, that Christ should remain in the
tomb. As His work was done, justice demanded that He should be let go—

“And now both the Surety and sinner are free!”

In the next place, it was not possible that Christ should remain in the tomb because He had His
Father’s promise that He should not. I have already reminded you that David, speaking by
Inspiration, had said, “You will not leave My soul in Hades” (the abode of departed spirits)
“neither will You suffer Your Holy One to see corruption.” That promise must be kept, so it was
not possible that Christ should remain in the grave beyond the appointed period. Indeed, this was
part of the Father’s purpose and plan—and an essential part of the great work of the redemption
of His elect—that He who died should rise again. And what is in Jehovah’s plan and purpose,
none shall ever gainsay. When He opens the door, no man is able to shut it. And where He shuts
it, no man can possibly open it. Even Nebuchadnezzar, when he came to his right mind, said
concerning the Most High, “None can stay His hand, or say unto Him, What are You doing?” So,
when the Father had purposed and decreed that His Son, Jesus Christ, should not be held any
longer by the bonds of death, it was not possible for Him to be detained!

Remember, too, dear Friends, that there is a fifth reason for Christ’s deliverance that is to be
found in the perpetuity of His offices. You scarcely need for me to remind you that our Lord
Jesus Christ was a Priest, but not after the order of the Aaronic priests, for they died and there
was an end of them so far as their priesthood was concerned. But to Christ it was said, “You are
a Priest forever after the order of Melchisedec.” But a man cannot be a priest when he is dead!
Therefore, since Christ’s is a Melchisedec priesthood, He, “is made, not after the law of a carnal
commandment, but after the power of an endless life.” And, in order that He might have that
endless life, it was necessary that He should rise from the dead—His Melchisedec priesthood
required it. Next, Jesus was King as well as Priest. You know what sort of a King He was, for it
is written, “Your Throne, O God, is forever and ever.” Now Christ must reign. It is also written
that “He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet.” But a dead king cannot reign and,
therefore, Christ must rise from the tomb. He must have death under His feet, for death is one of
His enemies. But if He had not risen from the dead, He would have been under the feet of death,
and that could never be. So that both His priestly and kingly offices required that He should rise
from the grave. Yes, and so did His office as our Redeemer, for when He undertook to become
our next of kin and to redeem us, it was essential that He should continue to live, or else that
ancient cry of the Patriarch Job would not have remained true, “I know that my Redeemer lives.”
Therefore, Jesus must rise from the dead. I cannot stay to go further into this argument, but if
you will think it over yourselves, you will see that because Jesus Christ is “the same yesterday,
and today, and forever’—because each of His offices is everlasting, ordained of God in
perpetuity—therefore He must rise from the dead.

But, to come to the close of this part of our subject, it was not possible, in the very nature of
things, for Christ to be held by the bonds of death. If He had been, think what the consequences



to us would have been, for, first, we should have had no assurance of our own resurrection! The
blessed hope that those who have been called away from us and whose bodies we have
committed to the earth, shall rise again, would have been without any substantial foundation.
“But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the first fruits of them that slept.” When you
get the first fruits of a harvest, you feel certain that the rest of it will be garnered in due time. So
Christ has risen as the first of a great host and we, thus, have an assurance which otherwise we
could not have had, but which is essential to the comfort of Christians. Only imagine what would
have been the consequences to us if that assurance had not been ours. There would have been no
evidence of our justification. I might have said, “Yes, Christ took my debt, but how do I know
that He paid it? Christ bore my sins, but how do I know that He put them away?” So, if He had
never risen from the dead, we would have had no proof that we were justified. Then, too, if He
had never risen and gone up to Heaven in His human body, we would not have had anyone to
take possession of Heaven on our behalf. Now we have “a Man in possession.” We have a
wondrous Representative before the Throne of God who has taken possession and grip of the
Divine estates. What a joy it is to us to know that He is there to represent us before God!

Further, if Christ’s body had remained in the grave, there could have been no reign of Christ, and
no sitting down at the right hand of God as there now is. He would have been in Heaven in the
same respect as He is here as God—but there would have been no visible appearance of the
representative Man, and the once-crucified Redeemer—and the ransomed ones could not have
sung, “For You were slain and have redeemed us to God by Your blood,” for He would not have
been there to hear the song! They might have remembered the Sacrifice on Calvary, but He, as
the Lamb that had been slain, wearing the marks of His priesthood and death, would not have
been there.

Ray Stedman: Jesus the Christ

The second movement of Peter's address is the revelation of the background of prediction. Here
are these manifested events [ministry, crucifixion, resurrection], which they could not deny, set
before this crowd. But there is also a pattern of prediction to which they are linked which
tremendously enhances the power of the apostle's argument. He quotes now from David . . .

The point Peter is making here by this quotation from the sixteenth Psalm is not merely that
David had predicted that Jesus would rise from the dead, it is also that David had declared that
the resurrection was absolutely necessary in view of the life Jesus had lived. David foresaw Jesus
saying, "I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand that I may not be moved."
That is a life lived in continual dependence upon the power and authority of the Father. . .

Steven Cole: A Life of Joy and Gladness

Everyone wants to be happy. The Rolling Stones complained years ago that they couldn’t get any
satisfaction, but clearly satisfaction was their goal. Sixteen centuries ago, Augustine observed,

“I am not alone in this desire [for happiness], nor are there only a few who share it with me:
without exception we all long for happiness... They may all search for it in different ways, but
all try their hardest to reach the same goal, that is, joy” (Confessions, X, 21, cited by John Piper,
The Legacy of Sovereign Joy [Crossway Books], p. 70).

Probably you could explain all human behavior as a search for joy or happiness or satisfaction,
although most search in the wrong place. People get married and pursue a certain career because
they hope to find happiness through these things. They divorce and change careers for the same
reason. People commit sexual immorality because they think that it will bring them happiness.
They steal because they think that having material possessions will satisfy. Murderers kill



because they think that they will be happier if they get rid of an enemy or take what belongs to
the other person. Even suicidal people hope that death will bring relief from their
problems.

One of Satan’s most successful lies is that God is a cosmic killjoy who wants everyone to be
miserable. People view God as a great sadist in the sky, who gets perverse delight in making His
creatures miserable. But even a casual reading of the Bible reveals that, to the contrary, God is a
being who has great joy and that everyone who comes to know Him enters into the only true and
lasting joy possible.

The Psalms overflow with joy and gladness. Jesus told the disciples that He spoke to them so that
His joy would be in them and their joy would be made full (John 15:11). The fruit that the Holy
Spirit produces in the believer is first love, then joy (Gal. 5:22). God has promised eternal,
lasting joy for us in heaven (Rev. 21:4). The Puritans had it right when they said, “The chief end
of man is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever.” So, rather than discouraging us from seeking
joy and gladness, the Bible rather exhorts us to seek it, but to seek it in the right place. God
Himself is the source of all joy and gladness. If we seek joy in God, we will find eternal
satisfaction.

God wants us to be growing in His joy and gladness.

While true joy and gladness come from God, our text breaks it into three sources: Joy and
gladness come from knowing God’s presence; from being conformed to God’s holiness; and,
from the hope of God’s raising our bodies so that we can eternally dwell with Him. . .

That is the key to joy and gladness, daily to cultivate a sense of God’s presence. Then, even if we
go through trials, we will not lose our joy, because God is with us. Jonathan Edwards expressed
it well in a sermon, “God the Best Portion of the Christian” (The Works of Jonathan Edwards
[Banner of Truth], 2:106):

Hence we may learn, that whatever changes a godly man passes through, he is happy;
because God, who is unchangeable, is his chosen portion. Though he meet with temporal
losses, and be deprived of many, yea, of all his temporal enjoyments; yet God, whom he
prefers before all, still remains, and cannot be lost. While he stays in this changeable,
troublesome world, he is happy; because his chosen portion, on which he builds as his
main foundation for happiness, is above the world, and above all changes. And when he
goes into another world, still he is happy, because that portion yet remains.... But how
great is the happiness of those who have chosen the Fountain of all good, who prefer him
before all things in heaven or on earth, and who can never be deprived of him to all
eternity!

Freddy Fritz: He Descended Into Hell
I. The Origin of the Phrase—“He Descended Into Hell”

It is surprising to find that the phrase “he descended into hell” was not found in any of the early
versions of the Apostles’ Creed. It first appeared in the Fourth Formula of Sirmium, the so-called
Dated Creed of 359 AD. It was not until about 650 AD that it was commonly found in
widespread use in the Apostles’ Creed.



Now, Rufinus, who wrote a commentary on the Apostles’ Creed in about 404 AD, did not think
that it meant that Christ descended into hell, but understood the phrase simply to mean that
Christ was “buried.” In other words, he took it to mean that Christ “descended into the grave.”
(The Greek form of the Apostles’ Creed uses the word hades, which can mean just “grave,” not
gehenna, which means “hell, the place of punishment”).

As one continues to survey the use of the Apostles’ Creed, it seems that when the phrase “he
descended into hell” began to be more commonly used, it may have been in versions (now lost to
us) that did not have the expression “and buried.” In other words, the creed used only one of the
two expressions to signify Christ’s burial. But later when “he descended into hell” was used in a
version of the creed that already had the phrase “and buried,” some other explanation had to be
given to it. This mistaken insertion of the phrase after the words “and buried” was apparently
done around 650 AD—Ied to all sorts of attempts to explain “he descended into hell” in some
way that did not contradict Scripture.

Some have taken the phrase “he descended into hell” to mean that Christ suffered the pains of
hell while on the cross. John Calvin, for example, says that “Christ’s descent into hell” refers to
the fact that he not only died a bodily death but that “it was expedient at the same time for him to
undergo the severity of God’s vengeance, to appease his wrath and satisfy his just judgment.” . . .

But is this a satisfactory explanation of the phrase “he descended into hell”? While it is true that
Christ suffered the outpouring of God’s wrath on the cross, this explanation does not really fit
the phrase in the Apostles’ Creed. It does not explain in which way Christ “descended.” And
furthermore, the statement (and interpretation) seems artificial and unnecessary after “was
crucified, died, and was buried.” . . .

I1. Possible Biblical Support for “He Descended Into Hell”
Support for the idea that Christ descended into hell has been found in primarily five passages:
Acts 2:27; Romans 10:6-7; Ephesians 4:9; 1 Peter 3:18-20; and 1 Peter 4:6. . . .

Acts 2:27

The word translated “hell” is the Greek word hades. It is the Greek translation of the Hebrew
word sheol. Both words simply refer to the “grave” or “the place of the dead.” Therefore, the
New International Version gives the preferable translation: “Because you will not abandon me to
the grave, nor will you let your Holy One see decay.” This translation is preferable because the
context emphasizes that Christ’s body rose from the grave, unlike David’s, which remained in
the grave and decayed. Peter is using David’s Psalm to show that Christ’s body did not decay—
he is therefore unlike David, who “died and was buried, and his tomb is here to this day” (vs.
29). ..

Ephesians 4:9

Here Paul writes: “What does ‘he ascended’ mean except that he also descended to the lower,
earthly regions?”” Those who use this passage to support the idea that Christ descended into hell
view “the lower, earthly regions” as equivalent to hades. But this is a doubtful interpretation.
Paul is arguing that the ascent of Christ presupposes a descent. And the opposite of the ascension
of Christ, in this context, is the incarnation of Christ. That is, in fact, the understanding of the
NIV Translators.



And so Ephesians 4:9 teaches that Christ first descended to earth, and then he later ascended into
heaven.

1 Peter 3:18-20

The most satisfactory explanation of this passage seems to be one proposed (but not really
defended) by Augustine long ago. The passage refers not to something Christ did between his
death and resurrection, but to what he did through the Spirit at the days of Noah. When Noah
was building the ark, Christ, through the Spirit in Noah, preached to the disobedient all around
him.

This view gains support from two other statements. In 1 Peter 1:11, Peter says that “the Spirit of
Christ” was speaking through the Old Testament prophets. This suggests that Peter could readily
have thought that the “Spirit of Christ” was speaking through Noah as well. Then in 2 Peter 2:5,
he calls Noah a “preacher of righteousness,” using the noun (keryx) that comes from the same
verb “preached” (ekeryxen) in 1 Peter 3:19. So it seems likely that when Christ “preached to the
spirits in prison” he did so through Noah in the days before the flood.

I11. Biblical Opposition to “He Descended Into Hell”

In addition to the fact that there is little if any biblical support for a descent of Christ into hell,
there are several texts that argue against the possibility of Christ’s going into hell after his death.

A. John 19:30

The cry of Jesus on the cross, “It is finished” (John 19:30) strongly suggests that Christ’s
suffering was finished at that moment and so was his alienation from the Father because of his
bearing our sin. This implies that he would not descend into hell, but would go at once into the
Father’s presence.

B. Luke 23:43

Second, Jesus’ words to the thief on the cross, “Today you will be with me in paradise” (Luke
23:43), imply that after Jesus died his soul went immediately into the presence of the Father in
heaven, even though his body remained buried in the tomb.

C. Luke 23:46

Finally, the cry, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit” (Luke 23:46), also suggests that
Christ expected (correctly) the immediate end of his suffering and estrangement, and the
welcoming of his spirit into heaven by God the Father (similar to Stephen’s cry in Acts 7:59).

These texts indicate, then, that Christ experienced in his death the same things believers today
experience when they die: his dead body remained in the earth and was buried (as ours will be),
but his spirit passed immediately into the presence of God in heaven (just as ours will).

Then, on the first Easter morning, Christ’s spirit was reunited with his body and he was raised
from the dead—just as Christians who have died will (when Christ returns) be reunited to their



bodies and raised in their perfect resurrection bodies to new life.

This truth has great encouragement for us: we need not fear death, not only because eternal life
lies on the other side for the believer in Christ, but also because we know that our Savior himself
has gone through exactly the same experience we will go through. He has prepared—even
sanctified the way—and we follow him with confidence each step of that way. This is much
greater comfort regarding death than could ever be given by any view of a descent into hell.

Pat Damiani: How to Focus Our Faith on the Resurrection
1. Ponder the proof
2. Seize the significance
Jesus is Lord
Jesus is the Christ
3. Render my response

John Piper: The Gladness of the Risen God

I begin this morning with three questions for you to answer silently in your own mind.
e First, do you want to be happy?
e Second, do you want your happiness to be partial or full?
e Third, do you want your happiness to stop or to last as long as you last? . ..

In Acts 1:3 Luke tells us that "Jesus presented himself alive after his passion by many proofs,
appearing to his apostles during forty days, and speaking of the kingdom of God." For forty days
he sought to prove to his followers that he really was alive,

o that his body was new and indestructible,

o that his death for sinners was validated,

o that his teaching was true,

o that his fellowship would be permanent,

e and that his cause would triumph in the world. . .

In other words, what we see from this text is that God's goal for Jesus Christ beyond the grave
was that he might fill him with gladness. So he didn't abandon his soul to Hades or let his flesh
see corruption. He raised him from the dead to make him full of happiness for ever and ever.

And what is the essence of this happiness?

Verse 28 says, "Thou wilt make me full of gladness with thy presence." Which means that we
end this 13-week series on the pleasures of God where we began -- with God the Son and God the
Father delighting in each other's presence. "Thou wilt make me full of gladness with thy
presence."

But what does Jesus experience in the presence of God? What are the pleasures in God's right
hand?



The first thing that comes to mind is glory. Jesus had prayed in John 17:5, "Father, glorify me in
your own presence with the glory which I had with you before the world was made." Jesus had
laid down his glory in order to suffer for us. Now he is eager to take it up again. . .

Jesus didn't just happen upon this gladness beyond the grave; he pursued it with all his might.
Hebrews 12:2 says, "For the joy that was set before him he endured the cross, despising the
shame, and is seated at the right hand of God."

In other words, Jesus was able to endure the cross because he knew it was leading to the Father's
presence where there is "fullness of joy" and to the Father's right hand where there are "pleasures
for evermore". . .

But there's more that has to do with us. If all Jesus wanted was the glory and gladness that he had
with his Father before the world was, why did he come into the world in the first place? The
Bible says, Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners like you and me (1 Tim. 1:15).

But someone might say, I thought you said he was pursuing his own joy. You said he wanted to
be glorified by the Father. Which is it? Does he want his own glory and his own gladness or does
he want ours? This has been the key question of this whole series on the pleasures of God. Is he
for us or for himself?

Listen to his own answer one last time from John 17:24, "Father, I desire that they also, whom
you have given me, may be with me where I am, to behold my glory which you have given me. .
. before the foundation of the world."

Yes he is for himself because he longs for the glory and the gladness of his Father's presence.
And yes he is for us, because he wants us with him there.

The message of Easter is doubly wonderful.

It is wonderful to see the suffering Son coming home to the Father. What a reunion that must
have been when Creator embraced Creator and said, "Well done Son. Welcome home." What a
wonderful thing to see the bloody Passover Lamb of Good Friday crowned with glory and honor,
and handed the scepter of the universe!

But it is also wonderful to hear Jesus say, "I want others to be with me, Father. I want others to
share my glory. I want my gladness in your glory to overflow like a mountain spring and become
the gladness of others. I want my joy in you to be in them and their joy to be full for ever and
ever."

On Easter Sunday morning Jesus blew the lock off the prison of death and gloom and returned to
the gladness of God. With that he put his sanction on the pursuit of happiness. And he opened the
way for sinners to find never-ending satisfaction at the fountain of the glory of his grace.

From the right hand of God he speaks to everyone of us today and invites us to the never-ending
banquet: "I am the bread of life; he who comes to me shall not hunger, and he who believes in
me shall never thirst (John 6:35). . . I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes in me,
though he die, yet shall he live, and whoever lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you
believe this?" (John 11:25-26).



TEXT: Acts 2: 33-36

TITLE: THE COMING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN POWERFUL PROCLAMATION —
PART 5 — THE AUTHENTICATION OF JESUS AS BOTH LORD AND CHRIST - FOCUS
ON THE ONGOING ACTIVITY OF THE EXALTED JESUS

BIG IDEA:

THE OUTPOURING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT - SENT DIRECTLY BY THE EXALTED
JESUS -- IMPACTS THE WHOLE WORLD WITH THE SUPERNATURAL
AUTHENTICATION OF JESUS AS BOTH LORD AND CHRIST

INTRODUCTION:

Logical arguments lead to logical conclusions. Peter not only serves as the supreme example of
the ultimate Christian preacher but also as the supreme example of a brilliant lawyer. Remember
Tom Cruise in “A Few Good Men” — he showed his lawyering skill by making an argument in
court that resulted in the exposure of the truth and the indictment of Jack Nicholson. His
argument capitalized on emotion and the understanding of human personality and motivation ...
but it was still a logical argument. We have been studying the tightly constructed historical
narrative by Luke regarding the events and significance of the Day of Pentecost:

Review: Four parts to our study so far:
2:1-4 The Experience of the Coming of the Holy Spirit in Power
- Startling — came suddenly — even though they were obediently waiting in Jerusalem
- Impressive and Powerful — sound like a rushing wind; tongues of fire
0 Two powerful forces of nature that spread rapidly
- Personally and Profoundly Life Changing
- Impactful on Others
2:5-13 The Explanation by the Assembled Crowd of Foreign Jews
- Communication in known foreign languages regarding the mighty deeds of God
- Varying initial reactions — Amazed, Astonished, Perplexed, Mocking . . .
2:14-24 The Supernatural Explanation rendered by God’s spokesman the Apostle Peter
- Consistent with OT Prophecy — Joel 2 — “this is that” — not complete fulfillment
- Authenticating the Messianic credentials of Jesus
0 His Life = Attested to by God with miracles and wonders and signs
O His Death = no surprise but part of God’s sovereign, predetermined plan
0 His Resurrection = key; Death could not hold Jesus; God raised Him up
2:22-32 Three Dramatic Implications of the Resurrection
- Puts God’s Stamp of Authentication on Jesus the Nazarene as the promised Messiah
- Transformed Death into a Doorway to a Joyful and Hopeful Eternal Outcome
- The Resurrection of the Messiah was Anticipated by OT Prophecy, Accomplished by
God and now Attested to by Many Witnesses

THE OUTPOURING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT - SENT DIRECTLY BY THE EXALTED
JESUS -- IMPACTS THE WHOLE WORLD WITH THE SUPERNATURAL
AUTHENTICATION OF JESUS AS BOTH LORD AND CHRIST

2 LOGICAL CONCLUSIONS FROM THIS OUTPOURING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT



I. (:33-35) DRAWING CONCLUSION #1 - THE SUPERNATURAL SOURCE OF THE
OUTPOURING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IS THE EXALTED JESUS CHRIST
“Therefore” -- odv  Passage structured around 2 occurrences of this powerful little connector

How do you explain this phenomenon of the speaking in tongues?

Wiersbe: If the Holy Spirit is in the world, then God must have sent Him. Joel promised that one
day the Spirit would come, and Jesus Himself had promised to send the gift of the Holy Spirit to
His people (Luke 24:49; John 14:26; 15:26; Acts 1:4). But if Jesus is dead, He cannot send the
Spirit; therefore, He must be alive. Furthermore, He could not send the Spirit unless He had
returned to heaven to the Father (John 16:7); so, Jesus has ascended to heaven! To back up this
statement, Peter quoted Psalm 110:1, a verse that certainly could not be applied to David.

A. Revelation of the Source of the Gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost
1. The Out Pouring of the Holy Spirit was Dependent on the Ascension of Jesus
a. Elevated to the Position of Ultimate Power — Where is Jesus now?
"having been exalted to the right hand of God,”
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Bruce: the place of supremacy over the universe, in fulfillment of His own assurance to His
judges: “From henceforth shall the Son of man be seated at the right hand of the power of God”
(Luke 22:69 — testimony to His Deity).

Strange word to apply to a humiliating death on the cross:

George Flattery: The exaltation of Christ preceded the outpouring of the Spirit. Peter uses a
Greek word (hupsotheis) which means "having been exalted" or "having been lifted up." Using
various forms of this word, Jesus spoke several times (John 3:14; 8:28; 12:32-34) of His being
lifted up. He was referring to the manner in which He would die. As Peter uses the word, the
exaltation of Christ has to do with the resurrection, the ascension, and the seating of Christ at the
right hand of the Father (Acts 2:32-33; 5:30-31). Jesus was exalted (lifted up) both literally and
in the sense of being honored and seated in power.

1) Place of Consummated Accomplishment: (message of Hebrews)

Hebrews 1:3 And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds
all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand
of the Majesty on high;

Hebrews 8:1 Now the main point in what has been said is this: we have such a high priest, who has
taken His seat at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens

Hebrews 10:12 but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at the right hand of
God,

Hebrews 12:2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

2) Place of Enjoyment of the Presence of God and Access to All Spiritual Blessings:
Acts 7:55 But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into heaven and saw the glory of God, and
Jesus standing at the right hand of God;




Ephesians 1:20 which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, and seated Him at
His right hand in the heavenly places,

Colossians 3:1 If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ
is, seated at the right hand of God

3) Place of Majesty and Dominion and Victory and Power:
Exodus 15:6 "Thy right hand, O LORD, is majestic in power, Thy right hand, O LORD, shatters the
enemy.

1 Peter 3:22 who is at the right hand of God, having gone into heaven, after angels and authorities and
powers had been subjected to Him.

Psalm 98:1 A Psalm. O Sing to the LORD a new song, For He has done wonderful things, His right hand
and His holy arm have gained the victory for Him.

Psalm 118:16 The right hand of the LORD is exalted; The right hand of the LORD does valiantly.
4) Place of Deliverance and Salvation and Protection:

Psalm 20:6 Now | know that the LORD saves His anointed; He will answer him from His holy heaven,
With the saving strength of His right hand.

Psalm 18:35 Thou hast also given me the shield of Thy salvation, And Thy right hand upholds me; And
Thy gentleness makes me great.

Psalm 44:3 For by their own sword they did not possess the land; And their own arm did not save them;
But Thy right hand, and Thine arm, and the light of Thy presence, For Thou didst favor them.

Acts 5:31 "He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant
repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.

5) Place of Security and Happiness:

Psalm 16:8 | have set the LORD continually before me; Because He is at my right hand, | will not be
shaken.

Psalm 16:11 Thou wilt make known to me the path of life; In Thy presence is fulness of joy; In Thy right
hand there are pleasures forever.

Psalm 17:7 Wondrously show Thy lovingkindness, O Savior of those who take refuge at Thy right hand
From those who rise up against them.

6) Place of Favor and Privileged Access and Compassionate Intercession:

1 Kings 2:19-20 “So Bathsheba went to King Solomon to speak to him for Adonijah. And the
king arose to meet her, bowed before her, and sat on his throne; then he had a throne set for the
king’s mother, and she sat on his right. Then she said, ‘I am making one small request of you;
do not refuse me.’”

Romans 8:34 who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who was raised,
who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us.



7) Place of Knowledge and Righteousness and Power:
Psalm 21:8 Your hand will find out all your enemies; Your right hand will find out those who hate you.

Psalm 45:4 And in Thy majesty ride on victoriously, For the cause of truth and meekness and
righteousness; Let Thy right hand teach Thee awesome things.

Psalm 48:10 As is Thy name, O God, So is Thy praise to the ends of the earth; Thy right hand is full of
righteousness.

Illustration: Reading book by George Stephanopoulos — knew what a privilege it was to serve at

the right hand of the most powerful man in the world — the President of the United States — Bill

Clinton -- “All Too Human — A Political Education”
“When it comes to White House offices, it’s not the size that counts. Location, location,
location. Proximity, like celebrity, is a source and sign of power. The closer you are to
the president, the more people believe he listens to you. The more people believe he
listens to you, the more information flows your way. The more information flows your
way, the more the president listens to you. The more the president listens to you, the
more power you have.”

Think of the power of Jesus at the right hand of God.

a. Elevated to the Position of Ultimate Power — Where is Jesus now?

b. Endowed with the Promised Gift of Ultimate Power — What is He doing?
“and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit,”

TV T€ Emaryyehiav 1o Tvedatog Tod ayiov Aafmv mapd 10d TaTpog,

Bock: Jesus functions as the “middle” figure in God’s blessing, as the Father directs to and
through him. This is not so much subordinationism as associative work in the capacity of a
mediator who shares God’s presence and glorious position.

2. The Out Pouring of the Holy Spirit was Executed by Jesus Himself
“He has poured forth this” = Key declaration in the passage

é€€yeev T00TO
Jesus is alive and directing the affairs of this new Christian church — what does this mean for us?
To give in abundance; to bestow generously

Another passage speaks of God the Father pouring out the Holy Spirit upon His beloved:
Titus 3:4-7 But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared, He
saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out
upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, that being justified by His grace we might be
made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

3. The Out Pouring of the Holy Spirit was Undeniable



“which you both see and hear.”

0 VUEC [Kai] PAénete Kol GKOVETE.

a. What they saw = tongues of fire

b. What they heard = sound like a mighty rushing wind; speaking in tongues
Peter could bear witness to the resurrection and ascension; but all present could bear

witness to the power and effects of the ministry of the Holy Spirit

B. Recognition of the Deity of Jesus Christ by Virtue of His Heavenly Exaltation
1. Ascension Applied to Jesus — not David
"For it was not David who ascended into heaven,”

00 yap Aavid avéPn ig Tovg ovpavovG,

2. Lordship Applied to Jesus — by David
“but he himself says: 'The Lord said to my Lord,””

Méyel 8¢ antoc: elmev [0] KOpLog T@ Kupim pov-

3. Honor and Power Recognized by God the Father
"Sit at My right hand,”

KaBov €k 6e&1dv pov,

4. Dominion and Kingdom Reign Promised by God the Father
“Until I make Thine enemies a footstool for Thy feet.”

Emg av 06 tovc £x0podg 6oV VTOTOSIOV TMV TOODY GOL.

Matt. 22:41-45 — Jesus applies the same prophecy to Himself — establishes His Deity

Those who are not friends of the Lord are His enemies — quite a harsh sound to this Jewish
audience who viewed themselves as privileged children of Abraham and close friends of God

It establishes Jesus Christ as both Christ and Lord — He is who He said He was — ends all debate

Future complete subjugation: 1 Cor. 15:20-28

Il. (:36) DRAWING CONCLUSION #2 - THE SOVEREIGN SIGNIFICANCE OF THE
OUTPOURING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IS THE AUTHENTICATION OF JESUS AS
BOTH LORD AND CHRIST

“Therefore” -- ovv

What is God trying to accomplish?




A. Flip-Flopping of Israel’s Sacrosanct Agenda
"let all the house of Israel know for certain” Assuredly, with assurance

AGPAADS YIVOoKET® TG olkog Topam
Lenski: Any other deduction is false to both the facts and the prophecies.

There can no longer be any doubt about the facts. No room for doubt or uncertainty about who
Jesus is. True beyond a shadow of a doubt.

They have imagined themselves to be protected by God; bloated in their own self righteousness;
looking down with disdain at the Gentiles; holding to a fierce sense of nationalistic pride and
prejudice

B. Fulfillment of God’s Kingdom Agenda — God Established Jesus as Lord and Christ
“that God has made Him both Lord and Christ”

OTL KOl KOPLOV OOTOV Kol ¥PLoTov Emoincey 6 Bgdg,

Not making him something He had not been previously but establishing him as Lord and Christ
in the eyes of everyone.

Longenecker: The verb translated “made” has sometimes been taken as implying an adoptionist
Christology, as though Jesus became ontologically what he was not before. But in functional
contexts, epoiesen has the sense of “appointed” (cf. 1 Sam 12:6 LXX; 1 Kings 12:31 LXX; Mark
3:14; Heb 3:2), and it is in just such a context that Peter uses it here. He is proclaiming not an
adoptionist Christology but a functional one with ontological overtones — viz, that the
resurrection of Jesus from the dead is God’s open avowal that the messianic work has been
accomplished and that Jesus now has the full right to assume the messianic title; that the
exaltation of Jesus is the proclamation of his lordship, which God calls all to acknowledge. . .

“Lord” came to have particular relevance to the church’s witness to Gentiles just as “Messiah”
was more relevant to the Jewish world. So in Acts Luke reports the proclamation of Jesus “the
Christ” before Jewish audiences both in Palestine and among the Diaspora, whereas Paul in his

letters to Gentile churches generally uses Christ as a proper name and proclaims Christ Jesus
“the Lord.”

1. Significance of Jesus as Lord

You don’t want Jesus to rule your life?? Then you don’t want Jesus period! You don’t want to
be a Christian; you don’t want to be His disciple. Lordship is the only relationship Jesus offers.

Stedman: "Lord" means ruler of all things, king over all men, the One who holds the key to life
and death, heaven and hell, in his hands. All power in heaven and in earth is committed unto
him. And there is no authority or power that exists which does not take its direction and its
limitation from him. "Christ," of course, means "Messiah." We say the words, "Jesus Christ," and
many of us think that Jesus is his first name, and Christ his last. But that is not the case. Jesus is
his name; Christ is his title. Christ means Messiah -- the promised One, the Deliverer, the only
hope that mankind has ever had. Suddenly all this made perfect sense to this multitude. The full



force of Peter's arguments thudded home, and they realized that they were in a very precarious
position. This One whom he had proven, by indisputable evidence, to be Lord, was the One they
had crucified 50 days earlier.

2. Significance of Jesus as Christ = Messiah = Anointed One = Prophet, Priest, King

Are you going to listen to the teachings of Jesus as the authoritative Word of God and obey
them”

Are you going to worship the Father through the one Mediator He has appointed, our great high
priest who offered up Himself as the Lamb of God, the only sufficient sacrifice for our sins”

Are you going to submit to Jesus as the anointed King who will return to earth to establish His
physical kingdom and rule over all nations?

Bruce: He was exalted not only as Messiah, but as Lord. The first apostolic sermon leads up to
the first apostolic creed: “Jesus is Lord” (cf. Rom. 10:9; 1 Cor. 12:3; Phil. 2:11) — “Lord” not
only as the bearer of a courtesy title, but as bearer of “the name which is above every name”
(Phil. 2:9). To a Jew, there was only one name “above every name” — the Ineffable Name of the
God of Israel, represented in synagogue reading and in the LXX text by the title “Lord.” And
that the apostles meant to give Jesus the title “Lord” in this highest sense of all is indicated by
the way in which they do not hesitate on occasion to apply to Him passages of OT scripture
referring to Jehovah. Indeed, in this very context it may well be that the promise “that
whosoever shall call on the name of Jehovah shall be delivered” (Joel 2:32) is viewed as being
fulfilled in those members of Peter’s audience who repentantly invoke Jesus as Lord.

BBC Pulpit Ministry: Despite the pluralism of our day, despite the high level of biblical
ignorance, we must proclaim that Jesus is Lord and Christ. He is the rightful King over every
aspect of our lives, and Savior who brings us into right relationship with God.

C. Frustration of Israel’s Killing Agenda — Jews wanted Jesus Dead
“-- this Jesus whom you crucified."

todTOV TOV Incodv 6v DUES EoTavpmoaTe.
God wanted Him to die also — but for a far different reason; and on a temporary basis

Great contrast between how men treated Jesus and how God treated Him. You have killed your
promised Messiah.

What does man bring to the table to contribute to his own salvation and to establish a right
relationship with God? Nothing

CONCLUSION:

Are you willing to submit to Jesus as both Lord and Christ? There can be no salvation apart
from repentance of sin. Our next message will examine this required response of repentance
from sin.



Do you believe that Christ is right now at the right hand of God the Father and actively
exercising power and influence over what happens here on earth and in our lives today? The
Head of the Church is actively shepherding His flock. He has poured out the Holy Spirit to give
us power and direction in fulfilling the Great Commission He has left for us.

THE SUPERNATURAL SOURCE OF THE OUTPOURING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IS
THE EXALTED JESUS CHRIST

THE SOVEREIGN SIGNIFICANCE OF THE OUTPOURING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
IS THE AUTHENTICATION OF JESUS AS BOTH LORD AND CHRIST

K %k %k sk sk ok ok ok ok o3k

DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:
1) What is the significance of Jesus now seated at the right hand of God the Father?

2) How can you visualize the relationships among the Trinity where the Father gives the gift of
the Holy Spirit to God the Son?

3) Who today is in that category of being enemies of Jesus Christ?

4) Why is it so important for Peter to emphasize their moral culpability in the crucifixion of
Jesus?

K ok sk sk sk ok ok ok ok o3k

QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Longenecker: Jesus was acknowledged and proclaimed Lord and Christ not just after his
resurrection but because of his resurrection. In Jewish thought, no one has a right to the title
Messiah till he has accomplished the work of the Messiah — in fact, in all of life accomplishment
must precede acclamation. During his earthly ministry, as that ministry is portrayed in all the
Gospels, Jesus was distinctly reluctant to accept titular acclaim, probably because his
understanding of messiahship had to do with suffering and because his concept of lordship had to
do with vindication and exaltation by God. But now that Jesus has accomplished his messianic
mission in life and death and has been raised by God and exalted “at his right hand,” the titles
Lord and Christ are legitimately his. This theme of function and accomplishment as the basis for
titular acclaim is a recurring note in the Christological statements elsewhere in the NT (cf. Rom
1:4; Phil 2:9-11; Heb 2:14; 1 John 5:6).

Bock: The speech thus shows how God’s activity through Jesus stands at the core of the
Christian message. Jesus’s resurrection means far more than merely that there is life after death.
It is a vindication of Jesus’s life and mission, a demonstration that Jesus lives and still rules, and
a reflection that Jesus is a unique person, sharing the precious presence and glory of God in a



unique way. Christ’s death led to Christ’s victory and rule. The reality of the resurrection
transformed the apostles from those who were timid to those who were bold to share Jesus with
others. Peter also makes clear that the sin of rejecting God’s unique messenger stands at the base
of why Jesus had to die and that forgiveness and the Spirit are what the gospel offers, as the next
unit will show. The Spirit’s central place in the promise of God also is highlighted here. The
Spirit is the evidence that Jesus is raised and reigns with God. The believer’s changed life is a
testimony to Jesus’s current activity in the world and enables the mission. So God works
through the Son and gives the Spirit. Undergirding the salvation message is the united work of
Father, Son, and Spirit.

Saucy: Peter's statement that Jesus is presently at 'the right hand of God,' in fulfillment of Psalm
110:1, has been a focal point of disagreement between dispensational and nondispensational
interpreters. Traditional dispensationalists have understood this as teaching the present session of
Christ in heaven before his return to fulfill the Davidic messianic kingdom promise of a literal
reign on earth. They are careful to distinguish between the Davidic throne and

the position that Christ presently occupies in heaven at the right hand of God (Ac 2:30).

Non-dispensationalists, by contrast, see Peter's statement as a clear indication that the New
Testament has reinterpreted the Davidic messianic prophecies. The messianic throne has been
transferred from Jerusalem to heaven, and Jesus 'has begun his messianic reign as the

Davidic king.

Piper: So you see, the real issue the Charismatics raise for us is not the issue of tongues. In itself
that is relatively unimportant. The really valuable contribution of the Charismatic renewal is their
relentless emphasis on the truth that receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit is a real, life-changing
experience. Christianity is not merely an array of glorious ideas. It is not merely the performance
of rituals and sacraments. It is the life-changing experience of the Holy Spirit through faith in
Jesus Christ the Lord of the universe.

D. Mark England: Jesus Exalted

Now is the time of salvation; God has sent His Spirit; You may have killed the promised
Messiah but death could not hold Him; God raised Him up; Exalted Him to the right hand of
God; instead of being uninvolved He is at the very point of power and influence; God is
exercising His role solely and completely through Jesus Christ; Ephes. 1:20; crowned with glory
and honor — Heb.; Phil. 2:9; 1 Pet. 3:22; the Spirit was given to Jesus to send so that there would
be no doubt in anyone’s mind that Jesus is Lord; “rivers of living water”



TEXT: Acts 2: 37-42

TITLE: THE COMING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN POWERFUL PROCLAMATION —
PART 6 - HOW CAN A CONVICTED SINNER BE SAVED?

BIG IDEA:
THE OUTPOURING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT - SENT DIRECTLY BY THE EXALTED
JESUS -- DEMANDS THE RESPONSE OF REPENTANCE AND BAPTISM

INTRODUCTION:

Context: Testimony has just been delivered to support the claim that Jesus of Nazareth has risen
from the dead and is both Christ and Lord. What does it mean in your life for Jesus to be both
Christ and Lord?

The audience has been brought face to face with their sin against a holy God and the guilt and
shame and judgment associated with that sin. These are some heavy words — words that the

modern church thinks we can avoid or sugarcoat. But the reality is that apart from man being

humbled to experience the depths of his lost condition, he has no need for a Savior.

Peter is going to answer for us the most important question a person can ask: “How can a
convicted sinner be saved?” His answer will be biblical and balanced — rooted in God’s
sovereignty and yet placing the responsibility and accountability squarely on the shoulders of the
individual. No one will be able to argue that God did not make a legitimate universal offer of a
gracious free gift of salvation.

We affirm two truths: all those who contritely and humbly desire to be saved will be saved AND
only those who have been appointed by God’s elective decree and awakened by His effectual
call will have such a desire.

THE SEVEN FUNDAMENTAL INSIGHTS REGARDING SALVATION

You must understand God’s message in these seven areas to grasp the answer to the all-
important question: “How can a convicted sinner be saved?”

I. (:37) THE PREREQUISITE OF SALVATION = CONVICTION OF SIN

A. Conviction of Sin Requires Insight Into Man’s Condition from Understanding God’s Word
“Now when they heard this,”
AxoUcovtec 5€

“Faith comes from hearing and hearing by the Word of Christ” Rom. 10:17

Word of God is still the method that God uses to bring conviction of sin; need to get the Word
out; Satan does not want the Word to get out; wants us to use other methods

Charles Spurgeon often warned against the invitation system, even in his public preaching to the
lost. It was not uncommon to hear him warn,



e "God has not appointed salvation by enquiry-rooms. . . . For the most part, a wounded
conscience, like a wounded stag, delights to be alone that it may bleed in secret."”

The role of the preacher is to exhort men and women to faith in Christ. That is all. And that is
enough. God is well able to do everything else. . .

"Sometimes we are inclined to think that a very great portion of modern revivalism has been
more a curse than a blessing, because it has led thousands to a kind of peace before they have
known their misery; restoring the prodigal to the Father's house, and never making him say,
'Father, I have sinned.' How can he be healed who is not sick? or he be satisfied with the bread of
life who is not hungry? The old-fashioned sense of sin is despised, and consequently a religion is
run up before the foundations are dug out. Everything in this age is shallow. Deep-sea fishing is
almost an extinct business so far as men's souls are concerned. The consequence is that men leap
into religion, and then leap out again. Unhumbled they come to the church, unhumbled they
remained in it, and unhumbled they go from it."

http://www.biblicalstudies.com/bstudy/ecclesiology/altar.htm

B. Conviction of Sin Can Only Be Produced in the Heart by the Holy Spirit
“they were pierced to the heart,”
katevUynooy Thyv kopdioy

“For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as
the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of
the heart.” Heb 4:12 dtikvoduevog as moving into and through something producing a marked effect go
through, thoroughly penetrate

But Holy Spirit is able to produce conviction
Emotional response will not be the same with each individual

“pierced” — sharp pain or a stab, often associated with emotion; literally be pierced through, be
stabbed, be pricked deeply; idiomatically, of the sharp pain felt in the heart from conviction or remorse; to
experience acute emotional distress, implying both concern and regret — only NT usage

“He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment”
John 16:9

Parable of the Soils — only one type of soil is that good soil where the gospel seed takes root and
grows to a healthy, sustaining plant —
Many obstacles to a heart that is prepared to respond to God’s Word

- Hard, stubborn heart

- Preoccupied heart — too many other concerns

Are we allowing the Holy Spirit to pierce our heart in areas where we need to respond to Him in
repentance and faith in our spiritual growth? Or have we shut down; tuned out the Holy Spirit;
developed a calloused conscience ... how sensitive are we to the Holy Spirit?

C. Conviction of Sin Prepares the Heart to Respond to the Gospel Message of God’s Grace
“and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, ‘Brethren, what shall we do?’"



elnOv te mpOg OV I1€Tpov xal ToUc AouroUg AroctOlove: i moompey, Avpec Adehpoli;

Asking the right question; Peter is going to respond by telling them how they can be saved; All
of the apostles united in the same message; divine plan of salvation — not invented by each
preacher

“Men brothers” — as sinners we have more in common than not; no room for arrogance or
disdain — same address Peter had used earlier 2:29 — now they are on common ground before the
Cross

he doesn’t say: There is nothing you can do. God is sovereign and there is nothing you can do
but beg him that perhaps He will give you a shot at salvation ... Look at the wrong emphasis in
the inquiring movement — moaning and groaning; long travail of seeking God ...

Balance: not saved by some human decision of the will; saved by Spirit of God; but called to
make a decision of the will — Not works to repent of sins and transfer trust to Jesus Christ

Il. (:38a) THE PROCESS OF SALVATION (FROM THE PERSPECTIVE OF HUMAN
RESPONSIBILITY) =2 KEY STEPS (not conditions)
Many ways to examine the process of salvation:

- Can look at the Order of Salvation from the divine perspective — God must first grant
life before man is able to repent and believe — that is not the emphasis here

- Can look at the nature of the New Birth experience itself; what takes place at conversion

John 3 and interaction of Jesus with Nicodemus

- Can look at the Human Responsibility to repent and believe and then follow through
with baptism to demonstrate that your change of mind is genuine and results in a change of
action = that is the emphasis here

A. Repentance
“And Peter said to them, ‘Repent,”” One word answer to life’s deepest question
[I€tpoc §€ mpOc alitoUc: petovonoarte, [enoiv,]

A change of mind that leads to a change in action; a turning of direction is involved
Parallel later in vs. 41 with “receiving the word” = responding in faith

Faith and Repentance are two sides of the same coin; where one exists, the other does also
Not just a change of mind about who God is .. but a sin component to this repentance

Not a new message — look at Jonah’s message to Nineveh — need for repentance because of
their great wickedness 3:10 “When God saw their deeds, that they turned from their wicked
way; then God relented concerning the calamity which He had declared He would bring upon
them. And He did not do it.”

Ministry and Message of John the Baptist had prepared the way for this gospel response of
repentance and water baptism; what happened when the hypocritical Pharisees came to
participate: Brood of vipers; bring forth fruits worthy of repentance —

Not everyone who professes repentance is a genuine believer

Difference between worldly sorrow and godly repentance — 2 Cor. 7:10 “For the sorrow that is
according to the will of God produces a repentance without regret, leading to salvation, but the



sorrow of the world produces death.”

B. Water Baptism — talking about immersion in water
“and let each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ”
kal Banticdnto Exactoc Up@v Eni 1@ OvOpatt ITncol Xpiotol

Seems to us strange to include such an emphasis here on water baptism — we hurry up and add
all types of caveats — does not mean this ... emptying this command of its force

Can’t say that it is talking about Holy Spirit Baptism — obviously, water baptism is in view =
symbol of that reality that has occurred spiritually

Not advocating baptismal regeneration — Acts 3:19 -- repentance; but not minimizing baptism
either -- what about all of the people that were sprinkled as infants and have never been
baptized? Are they saved? Mark 16:16

Yes, if they have made a true confession of faith in Christ and identified with Him .. but still
does not minimize the importance of the act — only 2 ordinances Christ left for His church —
baptism and Lord’s Supper

Wiersbe: the people in the home of Cornelius received the Holy Spirit before they were baptized
(Acts 10:44-48)

Cleansing symbolism of baptism — 1 Pet 3:21 “not as the removal of dirt from the body but as an
appeal to God for a clear conscience” — emphasis is on the attitude behind the act -- Bock

Not a people movement — everyone must individually repent and be baptized — parents cannot do
it for their children — another blow against infant baptism; testimony of your own conscience to
identification with Jesus Christ

Exclusivity of the gospel promise — only through the name of Jesus Christ — no other name under
heaven by which we can be saved — look at how people waffle on this key point when pressed
(Joel Osteen TV interview with Larry King)

Alexander: by his authority, acknowledging his claims, subscribing to his doctrines, engaging in
his service, and relying on his merits

Taking step to identify with Jesus in His death, burial and resurrection; commitment to have
Jesus as the new authority in your life; entrance into path of discipleship

Rom. 10: Confess with your mouth

Look at other responses to this question of What must I do to be saved?

- Response of Jesus to rich young ruler in Matt. 19:16-26 — “Teacher, what good thing
shall I do that may obtain eternal life?”” Different starting point; works orientation; heart not
pierced with conviction of sin; trying to convict him of his sinfulness — Go, keep the
commandments ... “Go and sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have
treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me”

- Account of Philip preaching Christ (His crucifixion and resurrection) to the Ethiopian
eunuch in Acts 8:26-40; Response -- “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God” — let’s move
on to take the next step of water baptism



- Paul evangelizing the Philippian jailor — Acts 16:30-31 “What must | do to be saved?
Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be saved, you and your household” — baptism
immediately follows

Stott: What the gospel demands is a radical turn from sin to Christ, which takes the form
inwardly of repentance and faith, and outwardly of baptism. For submission to baptism in the
name of the Christ we have formerly repudiated gives public evidence of penitent faith in him.
Additionally, by this same repentance, faith and baptism we change allegiance, as we are
transferred into the new community of Jesus

1. (:38b) THE PURPOSE OF SALVATION = REMISSION OF SINS
“for the forgiveness of your sins;”
eic Apeoty 1@V Auapti®y Upddy

eis — usually describes purpose or direction; (some want to translate: “with a reference to”)

Toussaint: take the clause “and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ” as
parenthetical. The verb “repent” is plural and so is the pronoun “your” in the clause “so that
your sins may be forgiven”. Therefore the verb “repent” must go with the purpose of forgiveness
of sins. On the other hand the imperative “be baptized” is singular, setting it off from the rest of
the sentence.

Mark 1:4 “John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness preaching a baptism of repentance for the

forgiveness of sins.” Uses eis here as well — connection is directly to the repentance rather than the
symbolism of the baptism

This is the issue — How are you going to deal with your sin problem? They don’t just go away
on their own. The wages of sin is death. That is the reality. The OT sacrifices were just a type
of the sacrifice of the Lamb of God that provides complete remission of sins = “sending away”

Most people want to try to build up some type of brownie points or goodwill points to try to
balance off the sins they have committed — but you must find forgiveness and remission of sins

Not just a passing over of sins but actual forgiveness, cancellation of debt, of guilt, of
punishment; sending away; pardon

Leviticus 16:26 "And the one who released the goat as the scapegoat shall wash his clothes and bathe
his body with water; then afterward he shall come into the camp.” 16:20-22 symbolism of releasing the
goat and sending the sins away — activities of high priest on annual Day of Atonement

Deuteronomy 15:1 "At the end of every seven years you shall grant a remission of debts.”

Matthew 26:28 “for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of
sins.”

Mark 1:4 “John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness preaching a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins.”

Luke 4:18 "The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, Because He anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor.
He has sent Me to proclaim release to the captives, And recovery of sight to the blind, To set free those
who are downtrodden, -- focusing on the results of forgiveness of sins



Luke 24:47 “and that repentance for forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His name to all the
nations, beginning from Jerusalem.” — universal offer of salvation

Acts 5:31 "He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant
repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.” — talks of repentance as a grace gift

Acts 10:43 "Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through His name everyone who believes in Him
receives forgiveness of sins." -- here speaks of faith instead of repentance

Acts 26:18 “to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of
Satan to God, in order that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who
have been sanctified by faith in Me.” — good definition of repentance

Ephesians 1:7 “In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses,
according to the riches of His grace,” — Parallel to redemption

Colossians 1:14 “in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”

IV. (:38c-39) THE PROMISE OF SALVATION

A. Consisting in the Gracious Gift of the Holy Spirit
“and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”
kol AuyecaBe v Swpedv tol Ayiov TveUpatoc.

2 gifts — forgiveness of sins and now gift of Holy Spirit — not just something for the privileged
few; the apostles; or the 120 disciples

Longenecker: This primary gift includes a variety of spiritual gifts for the advancement of the
gospel and the welfare of God’s people. But first of all, it has to do with what God’s Spirit does
for every Christian in applying and working out the benefits of Christ’s redemptive work.

Pretty important gift as we see from the dramatic events of the Day of Pentecost
Once again, we have tended to minimize the reality of the presence of the Holy Spirit in our
lives.

Grace Gift
Receive this gift right now = downpayment that we will receive all we are promised for glory
Emphasis on being called to Holiness — talking about the Holy Spirit

B. Universally Offered in This New Church Age — to Jews and Gentiles
"For the promise is for you and your children, and for all who are far off,”
Opiv ydp €otwv 1 Emayyelia kol toig Tékvolg Un®dv kai ndotv toic gi¢ poicpdv,

The opportunity for salvation is present today; right before you; you cannot make some lame
excuse that you were shut out from any opportunity to receive the promise; you cannot blame
God or His sovereign election

Same method of receiving the promise applies all over the world and down through the ages



Toussaint: those who are far off = Gentiles (cf. Ephs. 2:13, 17, 19)

C. Made Effectual by the Sovereign Election and Calling of God
“as many as the Lord our God shall call to Himself.”
Ocovg Gv mpookaA€ontot kKUptoc O 00¢ Auddv.

Doctrine of the effectual calling; but don’t isolate this from the universal offer of salvation and
the need to take personal action to repent and be baptized

V. (:40) THE PROCLAMATION OF SALVATION
A. Manner of Proclamation
1. Witnessing
“And with many other words he solemnly testified”
€t€potc e MOyo1g mheiostv SiepaptUpato

2 Kings 17:13 Yet the LORD warned Israel and Judah, through all His prophets and every seer, saying,
"Turn from your evil ways and keep My commandments, My statutes according to all the law which |
commanded your fathers, and which | sent to you through My servants the prophets.” (2Ki 17:13 NAS)

Giving a solemn warning; to be emphatic in stating an opinion; to insist
this salvation issue is serious business; dealing with eternal destiny; we have something to
testify; cannot remain quiet; can approach it from many directions

2. Persuading / Exhorting — try to close the deal
“and kept on exhorting them,”
kal Tapexdiet altoUc

Imperfect active — ongoing activity, not just a one-shot appeal; call to one’s side
We are appealing primarily not to the emotions but to the will; so intellectual understanding is a
prerequisite and then there must be a call to commitment

B. Message of Proclamation
“saying, ‘Be saved from this perverse generation!””
AMyov: cwbnte Ano thg yevedc T oroldc Taltnc.

Nothing unique about the perverseness of this present generation — In fact people at time of
Christ were even more culpable because they did not respond to the personal presence of Christ
and His preaching on earth — cf. references to Sodom and Gomorrah not being as liable

Wiersbe: apostles looked on the nation of Israel as a “crooked generation” that was under
condemnation (Matt. 16:4; 17:17; Phil. 2:15). Actually, the nation would have about forty years
before Rome would come and destroy the city and the temple and scatter the people.

Luke 9:41 — look at the characterization Christ made of this generation — “You unbelieving and
perverted generation, how long shall I be with you and put up with you?”

“perverse” — crooked, bent, dishonest, unscrupulous; bent sideways; twisted; tangled; turned
away from the truth



Proverbs 21:8 “The way of a guilty man is crooked, But as for the pure, his conduct is upright.”

Philippians 2:15 “that you may prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above
reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the
world,”

literally, of an object on the potter's wheel become misshapen; figuratively pervert, corrupt, distort
(AC 13.10); passive, of the truth be perverted, be distorted (AC 20.30); in a moral sense be depraved (LU
9.41);

VI. (:41) THE PERSONAL APPLICATION OF SALVATION
A. Immediate Connection Between Faith and Obedience -- Two Step Process
1. Exercise of Personal Faith in Word of God = Response of Repentance that was
demanded
“So then, those who had received his word”
ol pév oUv anodeEAuevot tOv Adyov altol

receive gladly, welcome — after understanding what was said — only NT usage

Bock: “Receive” goes along with “call on the name of the Lord” (v. 21) and “repent” (v. 38).
Each expression points to a different dimension of the embrace of the gospel that saves.

2. Obeying Christ in Water Baptism
“were baptized;”
€BomticOncav

B. Integration Into the Visible Church
“and there were added that day about three thousand souls.”
kol Tpooetédncay Ev T NUEPQ Ekeivh yuyal Woel tpioyitat.

Nothing wrong with counting baptisms; seems to be the initial step of integration into the visible
church; that is why we can make it a prerequisite

Why don’t we see such dramatic response in our situation?
Lot of baby believers to nurture and disciple — how did they accomplish this task?

Stott: commitment to the Messiah implied commitment to the Messianic community

VII. (:42) THE PERSEVERANCE OF SALVATION = EVIDENCE OF THE REALITY
OF CONVERSION AND MEANS OF HEALTHY GROWTH
A. The Focus of Perseverance — 1 Concentrated Mindset

“And they were continually devoting themselves”

Hoav 5¢ TPOGKOPTEPOUVTEC

- Daily not just weekly interaction;
- intimate not just superficial interaction



B. The Focus of Perseverance = 4 Ongoing Christian Commitments = Marks of a Healthy,
Growing Church — What should we be focusing on as a church?
1. Indoctrination — A Learning Church
“to the apostles' teaching”
M S180yf} t@v ArocTO MV

Importance of doctrine and theology — Massive indoctrination program begun at Pentacost with
baby believers who had a hunger to hear God’s message

Aspect of submission to teaching God has provided; important to study on our own as well; but
we need teaching from gifted leaders

Look at the access we have to the apostles’ teaching; so many opportunities to learn and grow
Not for knowledge sake but for growth and ministry
2. Integration of Fellowship — A Loving Church

“and to fellowship,”
Kol tfj Kowvaviq,

Sharing their new common life in Jesus Christ (1 John 1:1-4); Includes the sharing of
their material possessions to meet the needs of others — will be studying this in depth next week

Toussaint: The omission of “and” between “fellowship” and “to the breaking of bread and to
prayer” indicates the last two activities are appositional to fellowship.

3. Intimacy of Relationships — both horizontally and vertically — including Worship — A
Liturgical Church (not high liturgy!) — Communion Service — simplicity of the elements of
bread and wine

“to the breaking of bread” Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 11
M K\doet toU dptov

The observance of the Lord’s Supper at the close of their agape meal; we gather together to
remember the death and resurrection of Christ and look forward to His coming again;

Did not just see each other on Sundays ... but during the week as well; spent a lot of time
together; not burdensome

4. Intercessory Prayer — a Looking-to-the-Lord Church
“and to prayer.”
Kkal Talg TpocevyIC.

Acts 1:14 — a focus right from the start

The Privilege of Prayer
The Expectation of God answering our prayers
Perserverance in prayers — takes a long time for many requests — maintain the fervency



Ongoing ministry of Christ as our great High Priest and Advocate before the throne of the Father

Rom. 12:12; Col. 4:2

CONCLUSION:
Have you responded to the message of salvation? Repent; receive the Word; be baptized — you
need God’s gifts of the remission of sins and the promise of the indwelling Holy Spirit

Are we focusing as a church on the most fundamental areas that will ensure our healthy growth
and ministry success?

K %k %k sk sk ok ok ok ok o3k

DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) When was the last time you experienced conviction of sin from the Holy Spirit and how did
you respond?

2) How significant was baptism in your experience?

3) Do you struggle with holding on to the guilt and shame of some of your sins even though you
have received complete forgiveness through Jesus Christ?

4) How does the time you spend in various activities reflect what it is that you are completely
devoted to?

* %k %k sk sk ok ok ok ok o3k

QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Longenecker: Peter’s answer to the people’s anguished cry presents interpreters with a set of
complex theological problems that are often looked upon only as grist for differing theological
mills. But Peter’s words came to his hearers as the best news they had ever heard — far better,
indeed, than they deserved or could have hoped for. So today these words remain the best of
good news and should be read as the proclamation of that news and not as just a set of
theological problems.

Longenecker: The Jews generally looked on baptism as a rite only for Gentile converts (i.e.,
proselytes), not for one born a Jew. It symbolized the break with one’s Gentile past and the
washing away of all defilement. So when Jews accepted baptism in the name of Jesus on hearing
Peter’s message, it was traumatic and significant for them in a way we in our mildly
Christianized culture have difficulty understanding.

MacArthur: [on The Altar Call]: Preachers who are gifted communicators, and who are
articulate, and who use the emotional techniques, and the sad stories, and the tear jerking



approaches, and who get the mood music playing behind the scene, and can create the kind of
manipulative environment, can effect in people behavior changes and even alter their basic
values--and never need to use the Word of God. But what is the result? What is the ultimate
result? Is it true regeneration? Of course not! The only legitimate tool is the Scripture. The only
legitimate bridge to change--is the mind. Lifton also says in this article, In an excellent article on
attitude change, in the "Handbook of Social Psychology, Volume 3" psychologist William
McGuire suggests that human attitude change may be broken down into at least five steps of
levels (this is interesting). This is the process people go through when they change attitudes:
ATTENTION, COMPREHENSION, YIELDING, RETENTION, and ACTION.

Stott: Here, then is a fourfold message — two events (Christ’s death and resurrection), as attested
by two witnesses (prophets and apostles), on the basis of which God makes two promises
(forgiveness and the Spirit), on two conditions (repentance and faith, with baptism). We have no
liberty to amputate this apostolic gospel, by proclaiming the cross without the resurrection, or
referring to the New Testament but not the Old, or offering forgiveness without the Spirit, or
demanding faith without repentance. There is a wholeness about the biblical gospel.

Dr. John Whitcomb: The First Church

First sermon brought colossal response. Perfectly timed event in terms of numbers of Jews
present for the feast. Holy Spirit had just arrived for a special ministry (had been active
throughout time), but something new now = Spirit baptism. Unique to church age for body and
bride of Christ. Baptism (especially infant baptism) has given many people false assurance that
they are fine with God. Opposite extreme is abandoning the importance of water baptism. Cor.
1:13 — Why did Paul not spend his time baptizing legitimate believers? Don’t want people
boasting about who baptized them. Non-baptized believer not offered as an option in the NT.
The Tri-Unity of the Godhead under new attack today because of Islam. Acts 10:44-45 — Peter
saw Gentiles receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit. You don’t have to become a Jew anymore to
become acceptable to God and go to heaven. Peter didn’t modify his message to get such a great
response (cf. mega churches who adapt the message and make it user friendly). Never revel in
the fact that you are in a small church — better be for a good reason — for taking a stand for the
truth and paying the price. Enormous responsibility — 12 apostles become parents of 3,000 new
Christian babies in one day. God is concerned with what you are being taught immediately upon
responding to the gospel. 2 Tim. 3:16 — Scripture is profitable first of all for doctrine. Massive
indoctrination program led to unity — if you did not subscribe to apostolic doctrine you were
excommunicated. Then came fellowship based on the truth; powerful dynamic of prayer. Acts
20:7 speaks of breaking of bread — a communion of the saints. 1 Cor. 11:20 — agape feast of love
that was characteristic of early church. Doing everything they can to implement the detailed
instructions of Jesus. Most of these simple practices became horribly adulterated and corrupted
within a few centuries.

Gil Rugh: God’s Church is Cross Cultural

Church is always trying to adjust to reach the culture of their day; Need to remind ourselves that
nothing has changed from when God established the church 2000 years ago; God’s purposes and
methodology have not changed. Growth and development come from being nurtured on the
Word of God ... today we need to be devoted to apostolic teaching as well. The message has not
changed. Church is to be the pillar and support of the truth. Teach the truth to faithful men who
will teach others also. 2 Pet. 3:14 — “in which are some things hard to understand” -- don’t
distort or twist the Scriptures. Spirit of God gives us understanding. Focal point for the church
needs to be the Word of God. Bound together in a new relationship -- Spiritual relationship we



have in Christ supercedes our physical family relationship. This is an eternal bond. 2 Cor. 13:14
— “the fellowship of the Holy Spirit” binds us together in a supernatural way. “Do not forsake the
assembling of yourselves together” to encourage one another in service for the Lord. People
today claim to be so busy that they are happy to cut back on time spent with the saints.
Importance of communion service -- We are gathered together around the death of Christ. We
are not a social organization or an entertainment center. We are here about serious business.
Devotion to prayer — Acts 1:14. Prayer is limited to believers — those who have Jesus Christ as
their great high priest have access to God; otherwise God hates the prayers of unbelievers. Don’t
believe in common prayer across religious boundaries. Prayer is a great privilege. You have to
have a high priest who has offered an acceptable sacrifice to be the go-between. Rom. 12:12;
Col. 4:2.



TEXT: Acts 2:43-47

TITLE: CHURCH COMMUNITY SHOULD BE A HAPPENING PLACE - SNAPSHOT OF THE
FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH

BIG IDEA:

CHURCH VIBRANCY AND GROWTH SHOULD BE REFLECTED IN SUSTAINED
MOMENTUM IN EXPERIENCING THE BLESSING OF GOD --

4 CONTRIBUTORS TO CHURCH MOMENTUM

INTRODUCTION:

When you drive through small towns across America and look at the signs on the various
churches, invariably you will spot a name like: The First Christian Church of XXX; The First
Baptist Church ... Seems a bit presumptuous after so many hundreds of years of church history
to call yourself the First of anything ... but this morning we are truly studying a Snapshot of the
First Christian Church period — the church formed by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the
day of Pentecost. God provided an incubator type of environment to protect the life and health
of this new born church. They are quickly headed for hard times and severe persecution ... but
the snapshot we look at this morning is one of joyful celebration of their new life in Christ and
their fellowship together by the Holy Spirit.

As we noted earlier in our study of Acts, because this is an historical record of a transitional
time — the establishing of the NT church — we need to carefully analyze what should be
normative for our times and what might be special for just these transition times. Keep that
concern in mind as we work through these verses.

We see a church gaining some important momentum here — the type of momentum that gets you
over the hump and enables you to exist long-term as a viable entity. There are important lessons
for us ... because we are struggling to gain that same type of momentum — not the numbers
talked about here — but the display of some contributors to church momentum that will be
essential for our long term viability. Today we will be asking ourselves some hard questions.
We need to take the next steps forward as a local church. Our Lord intends for us to grow in the
context of church community — not as isolated believers. We need that strength and
encouragement that comes from community.

This early church was definitely a happening place. It was exciting and alive with divine
activity.

CHURCH VIBRANCY AND GROWTH SHOULD BE REFLECTED IN SUSTAINED
MOMENTUM IN EXPERIENCING THE BLESSING OF GOD --

Let’s look together at:
4 CONTRIBUTORS TO CHURCH MOMENTUM

I. (:43) SUSTAINED CREDIBILITY

We have to be convinced that God is at work in our midst before others will be convinced.
People are bound to be skeptical. The questions come fast and furious: Who are you to start a
church? Who vetted your leaders? Are your leaders even legitimate in terms of meeting the NT



qualifications for elders? Where is the evidence that God wants you to be involved in this work?
Are you just being presumptuous and employing wishful thinking? These are hard questions —
we certainly expected more growth and evidence than what we have seen to date.

Let’s look at the early church — Credibility was not a problem for them.

As the church grew, many false leaders would arise and seek to create a following for
themselves; seek to become popular and powerful; seek to exploit people for money and selfish
ambition — We need to make sure that our motives are pure and our Credibility comes from God

2 Key Ingredients to this Sustained Credibility:
A. Awe = Recognition that God is Performing an Amazing Work
“And everyone kept feeling a sense of awe;”

€yiveto o€ maon yoyii eopog,
The word @opog — in the sense of reverential awe of God is used here ...

When you got up this morning and thought about today’s worship service, were you overcome with a
sense of awe — a conviction that the Almighty God is at work in our midst and we are in the center of His
kingdom building will and Great Commission Plan?

Or would our outlook be characterized by other types of feelings:
- Maybe complacency and boredom — things just continue along as every other Sunday and |
have no great expectation that God is doing anything special

- Maybe feelings of duty and obligation — Sunday has rolled around again, so I guess I had
better show up and check the box

- Maybe a sense of uneasiness and anxiety — Are we really doing what God wants?
These believers in Jerusalem were all united in this sense of awe — I think of the chorus”

You are beautiful beyond description
Too marvelous for words

Too wonderful of comprehension

Like nothing ever seen or heard

Who can grasp you infinite wisdom
Who can fathom the depth of your love
You are beautiful beyond description
Majesty enthroned above

And I stand, I stand in awe of you

I stand, I stand in awe of you

Holy God to whom all praise is due
I stand in awe of you.

Probably refers mainly to believers (since that is the context from vs. 42), but with spill-over
impact on the watching, unbelieving community (especially since the designation of “all those
who believed” could be viewed as a subset of the “everyone” referred to here) — cf. 3:10 for
specific example of impact on the non-believing community



Imperfect verb éyiveto used twice in this verse — at the start and at the end of the verse —
bracketing the two results of Awe and Authentication

This is a happening place!

MacArthur: Now this word awe is reserved for special times in Scripture. It's reserved for those
times when people’s minds are struck with an awe that is based on something divine that they
can't explain. And there are Many good illustrations of its use one classic one is in Luke 7:11,
"And it came to pass the next day that He went into a city called Nain and many of His disciples
went with Him and much people", this is Jesus, "When He came near to the gate of the city
behold there was a dead man being carried out the only son of his mother and she was a widow",
here comes a funeral procession marching along and they've got the guy in his little bier thing,
casket, "And when the Lord saw her He had compassion on her and said unto her, Weep not",
don't cry - I love this, "And He came and touched the bier and they that bore him stood still. And
He said, Young man I say unto thee Arise". Can you imagine what that must have caused, the
reaction? "And he that was dead sat up and began to speak." Just imagine what that must have
caused. And He said, "And He delivered him to his mother, and there came a fear on all". Now
that doesn't mean they were afraid. It says in the next statement, "And they glorified God". You
see, it's that idea that God is doing something. And they said, "There's a prophet come to our
place". It is being unable to explain the divine that leaves you in a sense of awe.

We need to take time to stop and reflect — What is God doing in our midst?

Do we have that sense of awe which is essential to Sustained Credibility — essential for ourselves
and essential to impact others who are watching what is going on here?

Most people will not join anything until the momentum factor has been clearly and visibly
demonstrated. It takes great faith and vision to be on the pioneering side of any movement.

So one key ingredient to Credibility is this sense that God is at work ... The miracle of Chap. 3
will further enhance this sustained sense of Awe
another is Authentication

B. Authentication of the Message, Methodology and Ministers of this Movement
“and many wonders and signs were taking place through the apostles.”

TOAAG T€ TEPOATO KOl oNUETR 010 TMV ATOGTOA®Y £YiveTo.

You need to understand WHY these wonders and signs were happening:
- Not because God’s intention was to heal everyone and fix everyone’s physical
hardships — the Apostle Paul could not even fix his own physical affliction
- Not because God put a supreme value on showy, flashy spectacular miracles — He has
always been most concerned about the quiet inward transformation of the heart

Why did Jesus perform signs and miracles such as those recorded in the Gospel of John?
“these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God;
and that believing you may have life in His name.” John 20:31

These wonders and signs had a specific purpose for this time and place in God’s program of
redemption — authenticating the message, methodology and ministers of the New Covenant — this
infant church movement



- The Message — the gospel united Jew and Gentile into one new body of Christ

- The Methodology — primarily the preaching of the Word of God and the forming of
local church bodies organized around divinely authenticated leaders

- The Ministers of this movement — all believers as priests; all spiritually gifted to make
significant contributions; but still certain ones designated as leaders

Wrong to expect these wonders and signs today without the same need to authenticate; all
believers were not performing these signs

Longenecker: Note reference to the phraseology of Joel’s prophecy from 2:19 and Peter’s
characterization of ministry of Jesus in 2:22

2 Cor. 12:12; Heb. 2:3-4
No apostles in today’s church — that is very important

Where did the Apostle Paul point to for his Authentication?
“my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of wisdom, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power” 1 Cor. 2:4

How does this Authentication take place today? By conformity and consistency to the
revealed Word of God —

Is. 8:19-20 “When they say to you ‘Consult the mediums and the spiritists who whisper and
mutter,” should not a people consult their God? Should they consult the dead on behalf of the
living? To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, it is
because they have no dawn [no light]”

Acts 17:11 remember the commendation of the Christians at Berea: “Now these were more
noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they received the word with great eagerness,
examining the Scriptures daily to see whether these things were so” — Check it out!

2 Cor. 4:2 “but we have renounced the things hidden because of shame, not walking in craftiness
or adulterating the word of God but by the manifestation of truth commending ourselves to every
man’s conscience in the sight of God” — True to the Word of God

MacArthur: Now, of course, when the word was finally completed in the Scripture, the age of
miracles as such ceased. If five people come into this building and they all teach five different
things I can tell very quickly who's teaching the truth. I compare him with the book. Right? I
don't need miracles anymore I have the standard right here.

We need Credibility — in our own eyes . . . in the eyes of others around us — gain it in 2 ways:
- Maintaining sense of Awe — God is at work
- Maintaining consistency with Word of God — our Authentication

2" Contributor to Church Momentum:
Il. (:44-45) SOLIDARITY IN SACRIFICIAL SHARING
A. (:44) Solidarity
“And all those who had believed were together, and had all things in common;”



mhvTeg 08 ol moTeEVOVTEG oAy £nl TO adTO Kol YOV GmavTo Ko

1. Solidarity of Place
How together are we? Gathered together in the same place -- America is a nation of proud
individualists — we don’t need help from anyone else; we stand on our own; we no longer live in
communities — we might live close together in townhouses ... but we don’t even know our
neighbors

We call ourselves Solid Rock Community Church — but we struggle trying to establish that sense
of community — of being together

Talking about spending time together — significant time; quality time; quantity time — did not
forsake the assembling of themselves together; not just a once a week experience

Our Solidarity starts with our common faith in the Lord Jesus Christ — “who had believed” =
Aorist participle rather than Present Participle??? Depends on the text you use — pointing back to
moment of conversion of repentance and initial faith — but certainly they were abiding in this
state of believing as well -- most basic characterization of Christians -- this is not some variable
spiritual pilgrimage where every person tries to find his own way to God — we are knit together
in one body — the body of Christ by one Spirit — celebrating the high calling Paul details in Ephes
4 — “being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and
one Spirit, just as also you were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one
baptism, one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all.”

[llustration: A young fellow who was fed up with church went to see this wise old Christian in
his cabin to get some advice. He told him all the things that were bothering him about church,
and how he felt that he would be better off without the company of other Christians. As he was
speaking, the old man silently took the fire tongs and removed a red-hot glowing coal from the
middle of the fire and set it on the hearth. The coal glowed for a while, but eventually dimmed
and turned black. He let it sit there a while and then took the tongs and places the coal back in
the middle of the fire. Within seconds the coal was glowing red hot once again. The young man
took the wordless lesson and left determined to stay with church. Just as coals soon burn out
when they are removed from the company of other coals, we will not last long in the faith if we
are removed from true fellowship.

2. Solidarity of Possessions
Had all things in common --
Not talking about communal pooling of all resources, elimination of private property and living
in some type of communal state; they still owned houses, etc. Sold their possessions as needed
according to perceived need and their ability to meet that need; not holding tightly to their own
possessions but embracing the concept of Christian stewardship

B. (:45) Sacrificial Sharing
“and they began selling their property and possessions, and were sharing them with all,
as anyone might have need.”

Kol T0 KTAUaTa Kol Tag vrapéelg Eninpacikov kal dtepéptlov anta Tdoty Kabott v Tig ypeiav



elyev-

Characteristics of this radical form of sharing:
- Voluntary — motivated by Christian love
- Distribution based on financial need
- Special Circumstances dictated that this was a temporary situation
0 Look later in Acts and you see disciples still had personal property 11:27-30
5:4 problem with Ananias was lying; he had the right to hold on to the
proceeds from the sale of property or choose not to sell it at all

But don’t want to mitigate the force of this example — we need to be balanced between
responsibility to bear our own burden (taking care even of our extended family) and taking on
responsibility for those in the church who have legitimate financial needs

Toussaint: The selling of property and the common possession of the proceeds may imply that
the early church expected the Lord to return soon and establish His kingdom. This may explain
why the practice was not continued. ???

Boice: The early Christians shared their possessions, not because they were communists or
socialists — not because they were forced to share their things — but for a far better reason. They
shared their goods because they were generous, and they were generous because they had
learned generosity from God. God had been generous with them. So because God had been
generous with them, they were determined to be generous with one another.

1. (:46-47a) SANCTIFIED COMMUNITY - EXPRESSED IN CHURCH WORSHIP
AND FELLOWSHIP
Sanctified = Set apart from the world and set apart to God
A. (:46a) Consistent and Unified Worship
“And day by day continuing with one mind in the temple,”

ka0’ MUEpav Te TPOooKaPTEPOVVTEG OLOBULAdOV &V T iep®d,

“day by day”
Christians were not content to just be one another once a week for services; they were a true
community — meeting as often as possible — both informally and for teaching and worship times

“with one accord” — 11 of 12 NT usages are in book of Acts! The unity of the early church
simply amazing; they acted as a true body, directed by one mind to accomplish the same goal
With one purpose; by common consent

Must understand the Jewish background of this first church; not continuing to participate in the
sacrifices ... but found the temple to offer space for daily prayers and worship as well as a
platform for proclamation

B. (:46b) Joyful and Genuine Fellowship
“and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together with
gladness and sincerity of heart,”



KABVTEC TE Ko™ 01KoV dpToV, LETEAAUPOVOV TPOQRC &V ByoAMAcEL Kai APeAdTNTL Kapdiog

We have developed our church model predominantly around structured services whereas we
need a balance between structured and unstructured times of fellowship and worship

Stott: And certainly it is always healthy when the more formal and dignified services of the local
church are complemented with the informality and exuberance of home meetings. There is no
need to polarize between the structured and the unstructured, the traditional and the spontaneous.
The church needs both.

Toussaint: One of the subthemes of Acts is Joy, because a victorious church is a joyful one.
(5:41; 8:8,39; 11:23; 12:14; 13:48, 52; 14:17; 15:3, 31, 16:34; 21:17)

Tony Miano: The Greek word for “sincerity of heart” has an interesting origin. It literally means
“simplicity” and comes from the root word that means, “free from rocks” (Robertson, v. 3, p. 39-
40). As John MacArthur has said, “There were no stones of selfishness in their hearts” (p. 89).
Although it didn’t always remain that way (the church in Jerusalem would eventually have its
share of problems), in the early days of the church their fellowship was simple. It wasn’t bogged
down by agendas, ulterior motives, and “What’s in it for me.” Their fellowship was healthy,
reverent, and pleasing to God.

C. (:47a) Vertical and Horizontal Blessing
“praising God, and having favor with all the people.”

aivodvteg OV 00V kal Eyovteg xapv Tpog OAOV TOV Aadv.
They spent their time blessing God and God spent His time blessing them
Unity comes from everyone praising God rather than promoting self
Again this is a snapshot in the time ... later God would not lead them in such easy, pleasant
pastures ... they would be maligned and attacked — in both circumstances, God is accomplishing
His sovereign purposes; we need to stay constant in our activity of praising God

Favor = grace

“Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify
your Father who is in heaven.” That is what was happening in this early church.

Bock: In sum, Luke affirms the internal fellowship, intimacy, and engagement of the community.
This positive activity is accompanied by joy and glad hearts, and their worship and praise of God
are ongoing. But this is not an isolated, private club or a hermetically sealed community. Their
reputation with outsiders also is good. This good reputation apparently impacts their witness.

Prov. 16:7 “When a man’s ways are pleasing to the Lord, He makes even his enemies to be at
peace with him.” Something winsome and attractive about these believers

IV. (:47b) SOVEREIGN GROWTH - BASED ON LIFESTYLE OF WITNESSING



“And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved.”
0 8¢ KOp1og Tpooetifel Tovg cmlopévous ko’ Nuépav €nt to avTo.

The good hand of God prospering us

We do not have the ability to add people to God’s church

We are privileged to even play a role in the process:
1 Cor. 3:5-9 — we can plant and water but we are mere men; it is God who gives the increase

God is in the business of building His church — so additions should be the norm — should be our
expectation to see fruit

Stott: He did not add them to the church without saving them (no nominal Christianity at the
beginning), nor did he save them without adding them to the church (no solitary Christianity
either). Salvation and church membership belonged together; they still do.

CONCLUSION:

If you don’t have these 4 contributors to church momentum, you tend to stall out

I. (:43) SUSTAINED CREDIBILITY

Il. (:44-45) SOLIDARITY IN SACRIFICIAL SHARING

1. (:46-47a) SANCTIFIED COMMUNITY - EXPRESSED IN CHURCH WORSHIP
AND FELLOWSHIP

IV. (:47b) SOVEREIGN GROWTH

Ps. 127:1 “Unless the Lord builds the house they labor in vain who build it” — not said by
Solomon to discourage the nation but to encourage them to focus their hopes for experiencing
blessing and prosperity on the Lord; we need to seek the Lord’s face for these 4 contributors to
church momentum ... but we also need to be opening our wallets to share, witnessing as we have
opportunity, joining together in glad fellowship and praising the Lord for what He is doing in our
midst

%k %k ok % ok k% ok
DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) How does God establish His authority today and authenticate the genuine ministers of His
gospel message?

2) Is your church fellowship permeated by a spirit of awe and joy and gladness and sincere
worship?

3) In what ways does God give His people favor with the unbelieving community?

4) How do you demonstrate that you value community over isolation?

K %k %k sk sk ok ok ok ok o3k



QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Mark Chanski: Awe / Sharing / Additions (Reformed Baptist Church of Holland MI)

We hear of your Spirit’s moving in past days and ask that you would work in our day. Picture of
protecting and nurturing a new-born baby; as time goes on, some of the overly protective
measures are removed in order to allow child to progress to maturity; As earthly father treats
new-born child, so heavenly Father treats new-born church. Favored them with a blessed climate
of undisturbed peace and protection and prosperity so they could grow and take root.

6 Initial Blessings Enjoyed by the New Born Church

I._A Sense of Internal Awe (:43a)

Their hearts have been softened; blinders have been taken off by the Spirit; they saw things
clearly like in Isaiah 6. 1 Cor. 14:25;

[Piper: they had a joyful but trembling sense of awe; sadly that is not our experience today. . .
For us today He is tame, distant and silent.]

Casual and relaxed is all the rage today; we are too laid back. Contributes to carnal mindedness.
We should not feel comfortable all the time, but God exposing our hearts (secrets of heart laid
bare). Living in the presence of God. Heb. 12:28ff “with reverence and awe because our God
is a consuming fire” -- sense that God is truly among us

II. A Sense of External Awe — a second dimension of the fear for those who observed them; the
outsiders; Jerusalem had been a hotbed of animosity against Jesus and His followers; little
church surrounded by blood-thirsty beasts that would devour her; Gen. 9:2 — same type of fear
on those around those emerging from the Ark; Lord provided a safe incubator for early growth of
NT church; a time of respite, a honeymoon period so church could gain her legs before onslaught
of persecution;

Packer: God is very gentle with very young Christians . . . encourages them . . . establishes them
in the life . . . but as they grow stronger and are able to bear more God exposes them to a tougher
school . . . overwhelm us with a sense of our inadequacy to drive us to cling to Him more
closely; season of pampering vs exercising so we reach maturity in Christ; don’t fret when you
encounter troubles; Acts 9:30ff — when we need times of respite God will bring them again

II1. A Spirit of Sharing (:44-45)

Outpouring of the Spirit; reciprocated in outpouring of generosity; people realized they had
experienced such great blessing; needed to take care of about 3200 believers; not accomplished
by miracles of multiplying the loaves here but opening of purses, pantries, barns, real estate
holdings, etc.; Is socialism the economic system urged in the Bible? No ownership of private
property ... that is not what is being taught here at all; based on coercion and confiscation of
property (violation of g™ commandment); money and property belong not to you but to the govt
which has the right to reach into your pocket and coerce your giving to others; but this sharing
was voluntary and results from Christian love; 2 Cor. 8:9; 1 Tim. 6:17-18 — doesn’t command
them to give away all their wealth — open up your purses with hearts struck with generosity of
Christ; not stingy hands that need to be pried open; generations of deadbeats in the UK that
refuse to work and are subsidized by socialist system; Repudiation of socialism must not permit
us to hide from impact of radical generosity that is called for here; endangers our lifestyle of self-
indulgent personal leisure and selfishness; we are called to be radical in our generosity; Spirit of
God poured out on us does not just bring orthodox doctrine and joyful singing but opening of our
purses




IV. An Appetite for Fellowship (:46)
These early converts would be puzzled at how reluctant we are to assemble together as believers;
longing for more opportunities; look at our relationships

V. A Favor with Outsiders (:47a)

Prov. 16:7; clearly something winsome and attractive about these new believers: gladness,
sincerity of heart, sharing, praising of God ...

Cf. fruit flies drawn to ripe fruit

Matt. 15:16 — something sweet and delightful about Christians; not sour faced

Ps. 21:2 — What expressions do we have on our faces?

VI. A Saving of Souls (:47b)

Many additions; they had some tools that we did not have — like Peter healing lame man; but
look at the intensity and passion of their brotherly love; gladness in the Christian church; you
want to be fishers of men? Most attractive lure is to love one another within the body of Christ;
this verse is not about our strategizing to evangelize — more about Lord’s sovereign initiative; He
must give the increase; we need to recover the excitement of Pentecost; shackles of sin must be
cut by the Lord — cannot be won by our persuasion or eloquence

Dan Brooks: Marks of a Healthy Church -- Heritage Bible Church

Small group of 120 has already exploded into a fellowship of over 3000. Jesus continuing His
work of building His church

1. (:43) Church that continues to display the power of God — led to fear, amazement — not just
some impressive people that are doing a great work; God is at work; these signs and wonders are
the fingermarks of God — to verify and authenticate that divine authority is at work in these
messengers; the kingdom message is real; stand in awe; there will always be scoffers despite
clear evidences of divine power (such as the speaking in tongues)

2. (:44-45) Church that is sharing its resources — selling and distributing; this was not merely a
one-time event; ongoing interaction with the members of the body; recognition of need — how
can [ help? Rom. 12:13; Titus 3:14 “meet pressing needs”; Phil. 4:19

God gives not according to our need but according to His riches; we serve a generous God; we
have to learn to give after the pattern of God; does not come naturally; indication of depth of care
and mutual love at work in the fellowship; an evidence of the power of God at work; “your needs
are my needs; my needs are your needs; how can we mutually provide for one another?”
Deacons make sure we are alleviating the needs of people in the church; how can we provide
immediate relief??

3. (:46) Church remains together — as many as possible in one place at one time; personal
commitment to the community; Persisting together takes commitment; reflection of their heart;
they find it easy to make time to be together; both public assemblies and private gatherings
characterized by joy and affection; glad hearts — exuberant joy; hearts that have no guile or
duplicity but pure in their intention; a sincere affection; a regard or appreciation for one another
because of what God is doing

Steven Cole: Snapshot of a Healthy Church -- Flagstaft Christian Fellowship
A healthy church is marked by continual devotion to the Lord, to His people, and to His work in
the world.



Many years ago, John Stott met a group of Christian students in Argentina who had visited all of
the Protestant churches in their city, but could not find any that satisfied them. They had dropped
out of the church. He asked them what they were looking for that they could not find. He was
startled when, without realizing what they were doing, they went down the list of Acts 2:42 in
order. They said that they wanted a church where the pastor faithfully expounded the Bible and
related it to where they lived. They were looking for warm, loving, caring, supportive fellowship.
They sought a sense of the living God and His greatness in worship. And, they were looking for
compassionate outreach (in Christianity Today [6/12/81], p. 21).

No church is perfect and none will come close this side of heaven. But as we continually devote
ourselves to the Lord through His Word and through worship, as we devote ourselves to

the fellowship of His people, and as we devote ourselves to His work in the world, He will use us
to glorify Himself. I challenge you to be fervent in your devotion to the Lord and to His church,
so that He uses us to reach many in this city and around the globe for His glory.

Guzik: The Jews had a tremendous custom of hospitality during any major feast like Pentecost;
all visitors were received into private homes, and no one could charge for giving a bed or a room
to a visitor or for supplying their basic needs. The Christians took this tremendous feast-time
hospitality and made it an everyday thing.

Thomas Constable: In the ancient Near East eating together reflected a common commitment to
one another and deep fellowship. A meal shared together was both a mark and a seal of
friendship. In contemporary pagan religions the meal formed the central rite of the religion
because it established communion between the worshippers and between the worshippers and
their god. In Judaism too eating some of the offerings of worship symbolized these things,
especially the peace offering.

MacArthur: Well, what produced that joy? Well, part of it was produced in verse 46 by
singleness of heart, unity brings joy doesn't it? When we're one we're experiencing joy. And then
verse 47, they had one mind praising God. Did you know that everybody, watch this, if
everybody's involved in praising God and giving Him all the glory then everybody's one with
everybody else. It's when somebody says - No, God, I want the glory, then you've got problems.
That's why the Bible says watch out for those who seek the pre-eminence. Who does the pre-
eminence belong to? It belongs to Jesus Christ and to God. You'll never have any conflict in a
church until people begin to seek the pre-eminence but as long as we're all singly committed to
praising God and exalting the Savior then we're one with each other. If you're concerned with
praising yourself you're never going to be happy because you'll never be able to praise yourself
sufficiently because you're not worth praise Did you get that? There's no joy in praising yourself
because you wind up the only one involved. There's joy in praising God and seeing what happens
as a result. And they had joy because they put their sights on the glory of God and gave Him the
praise. Joy comes from unity. Unity comes from everybody praying, everybody praising God.
Get it? Joy comes from unity. Unity comes when we all care about God's glory and not our own.

Brian Bill: In a book by Miraslav Volk called Exclusion and Embrace, he says that there are
really only two options available to us in relationships. We can embrace people, take them by the
hand, do life with them and open our heart to them. Or, we can exclude people, to grow cold and
distant and to shut people out of our life.



TEXT: Acts 3: 1-10
TITLE: HEALING BY THE POWER OF CHRIST

BIG IDEA:
THE AWESOME POWER OF JESUS CHRIST HEALS BROKEN PEOPLE IN
SPECTACULAR FASHION

INTRODUCTION:

How crippled were you before you came to know the power of Jesus Christ in your life? What
have you experienced of the strength of the shackles of sin; the destruction of its bondage in your
life; the broken relationships with God and with those around you? How has pride and
selfishness and lust and anger and anxiety and impatience imprisoned you and kept you outside
of the place of God’s blessing for you? What sense of desperation and failure and hopelessness
have you experienced? The healing power of Jesus Christ can only be appreciated against such a
black backdrop. That is why the miracle of healing in Acts 3 should be so exciting to us today.
Maybe we still have an area of our life that is still broken and still needs the healing power of
God and His gracious restoration to healthy functioning.

As we study the transformation of this pitiful cripple, we need to see our own spiritual
conversion and praise the Lord for His amazing grace in our lives. We also need to have
compassion for the broken condition of those around us who are far worse off than just a
physical cripple — they are lost in the bondage of sin and separated from the life of God.

Acts 2 prepared us for the study of these signs and miracles that took place in the early church
through the apostles.

2:43 “Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and signs were taking place
through the apostles.”

Kent: Luke picked this miracle because it produced the first conflict between the church and
outsiders. Until this time the church had been enjoying the favor of all the people (2:24).

Remember that the impact of signs and miracles goes way beyond the physical picture. There is
a purpose of God in authenticating the authority of the risen and exalted Jesus Christ and
pointing people to the corresponding spiritual work of transformation that is offered in Jesus’
name.

OVERVIEW OF CHAP. 3:

THE SIGN MIRACLES OF THE APOSTLES HIGHLIGHT THE GLORY OF CHRIST
TO ATTRACT PEOPLE TO THE BLESSING OF DELIVERANCE FROM SIN

I. 3:1-10 Healing by the Power of Christ — THE AWESOME POWER OF JESUS
CHRIST HEALS BROKEN PEOPLE IN SPECTACULAR FASHION

1. 3:11-16 Preaching the Glory of Christ

I11. 3:17-26  Offering the Blessing of Christ and His Kingdom




(:1) THE OCCASION
“Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the ninth hour, the hour of prayer.”
[Tétpoc 6¢ kai Tadvvng avéPaivov gig o iepov Emt TV dpav TG TPOCEVYRG TV Evatnv.

A. Partnership in Ministry

Wiersbe: Peter and John are often found together in Scripture. They were partners in the fishing
business (Luke 5:10); they prepared the last Passover for Jesus (Luke 22:8); they ran to the tomb
on the first Easter Sunday morning (John 20:3-4); and they ministered to the Samaritans who
believed on Jesus Christ (Acts 8:14). Now that they were filled with the Holy Spirit, the apostles
were no longer competing for greatness, but were at last working faithfully together to build the
church (Ps. 133).

Jerry Shirley: However, they were quite different from one another...Peter was outgoing and
gregarious, always had something to say...never hesitated to give his opinion...sometimes it
seemed like the only time he’d open his mouth was to change feet!/quite outspoken. But, John
was contemplative and reflective...tender, referring to himself as the disciple whom Jesus
loved!/at last supper, he leaned on Jesus’ chest.

B. Priority of Corporate Worship and Prayer

Psalm 55:17 — Jews had 3 times of prayer throughout the day — here it is 3 pm.
Kent: Twice daily the priest offered incense in the holy place of the temple, and devout Israelites
would gather outside for prayers.

Have you ever been involved in a fellowship group where you met daily for prayer? Creates a
strong bond of community — to say nothing of the power of answered prayer

I. (:2-3) HOPELESS RESIGNATION -- BROKEN PEOPLE HAVE RESIGNED
THEMSELVES TO A MISERABLE EXISTENCE
A. Life Dominating Brokenness
“And a certain man who had been lame from his mother's womb was being carried
along,”
Kot TIg Gvnp y®AOG €K KOtAlag unTpog avtod vdpymv EPactalero,

4:22 — man was over 40 years old at the time of this healing; no way to escape his plight; did not
have the hope that he might wake up tomorrow and face a brighter future

Look at the parallel to Original Sin and Total Depravity — often Scriptures use physical
ailments to symbolize the deeper-seated problem of spiritual sin — He was born into this
condition; could not rescue himself; no track record of health and victory; no way to break out of
his condition; could be very bitter and despondent

The farthest thing from being self-sufficient; could not get from Point A to Point B; totally
dependent on the help of others — but they could not give him the help he truly needed either

Knew nothing of health and fitness — pitiful situation; fortunate to have some friends or family to
help him out — but their resources had long ago been exhausted; he was a burden; dead weight;



no contribution to society

Stott: Luke’s medical interest seems to be betrayed in the brief clinical history he gives. It was a
congenital case, he tells us.

B. Located Strategically but Ironically (marked by paradox and incongruity)
“whom they used to set down every day at the gate of the temple which is called
Beautiful,”
ov €tiBovv kaO’ Nuépav Tpog v Bvupav Tod iepod v Aeyopévny Qpaiov

This was the spot for his best opportunity; probably had been working this gate for years; a
well-known, recognizable figure

Symbolism of being shut out of God’s presence and power — could get close to the temple but
could not participate in worship; unclean

Misshapen human body that did not function properly propped up at the gate called Beautiful

Zeisler: So we see that the lame beggar’s experience was a metaphor for the experience of most
of the folks in the world. If you could read the hearts of the people you interact with, most have
oriented themselves toward a place where God is. They can see the marble and gold shining in
the sunlight at a distance. They know that God cares enough to name a place for himself and to
invite people to come. And they have made some effort to go. They’ve gotten as far as the city,
or as far as the courtyard of the Gentiles, or as far as the courtyard of the women. But at some
point the gate was not an entrance but a barrier, and they couldn’t go any farther. They didn’t
know how to answer the questions of their own brokenness and fear and inadequacy.

Jerry Shirley: The contrast of v. 2—Gate beautiful...historians tell us this was the eastern gate,
made of Corinthian brass, overlaid w/ gold and silver...the sun would rise over the eastern mtns.
And this entrance to the temple was dazzlingly brilliant! And worth a fortune...but laying at it is
this man who is marred, disfigured, distorted, outcast. This gate is wealth, this man is woe.
Loveliness/lameness

Our culture is full of broken and miserable people who are just trying to get through the day:
Chuck Swindoll tells about a man who went to see a psychiatrist because he was extremely
depressed. The psychiatrist just could not get him to snap out of it. So he said to the man,
“Tonight I want you to go to the circus in town because they have a clown named the Great
Rinaldi, he is the funniest clown I have ever seen. Whenever I go to see the Great Rinaldi it
always lifts my spirits.” The man responded. “You don’t understand doctor, I am the Great
Rinaldi.”

C. Limited Expectations — Seeking Alms — Not seeking Deliverance
“in order to beg alms of those who were entering the temple. And when he saw Peter and
John about to go into the temple, he began asking to receive alms.”
TOD aitelv Elenpochvny mapd TV gicTopevopévmy €ig 10 iepdv: 0g idav ITétpov kal Twdvvny
pérAovtag giciévar €ig 10 iepdv, Npdta Elenpocivny Aafelv

Don’t even realize their Deepest Needs; looking for the wrong answers
Rev. 3:17-18



'‘Because you say, "I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing,” and you do
not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked, I advise you to
buy from Me gold refined by fire, that you may become rich, and white garments, that you may
clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and eye salve to
anoint your eyes, that you may see.

Resigned to his sad state in life; simply looking to sustain life

Il. (:4-8) HEALING POWER -- THE HEALING POWER OF JESUS CHRIST IS FAR
MORE VALUABLE THAN ANYTHING WE COULD IMAGINE

A. (:4-5) The Prerequisite of Healing = Compassion and Mercy extended

And Peter, along with John, fixed his gaze upon him and said, "Look at us!" And he began to
give them his attention, expecting to receive something from them.

drevicag 8¢ ITétpoc gic antov OV @ Twévvn inev: PAéyov gig UG, 6 8¢ énciyev anToic TPOGdOKMY Tt
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You can never truly help someone without the insight and concern associated with the
Compassion of Jesus Christ — He could be in a crowd and yet focus His attention on a single
individual and their specific needs; did not turn away from the poor and the helpless and the
pitiful — so easy to avert the eyes and not take any responsibility for pain and suffering around
us; Peter and John could have looked the other direction and hurried by — they were busy people;
they had their priorities; why take time to stop and get involved in a messy situation?

B. (:6-7) The Power of Healing = Application of authority and power of Jesus Christ

But Peter said, "I do not possess silver and gold, but what | do have I give to you: In the name of
Jesus Christ the Nazarene-- walk!" And seizing him by the right hand, he raised him up; and
immediately his feet and his ankles were strengthened.

gimev 8¢ Iétpog: apyvprov Kai ypuciov oy Vapyet pot, & 88 &xm T0DT6 oot Sidmpt &v 1 dvopatt Incod
Xpiotod 10D Nalmpoaiov [Eysipe koi] mepurdret. | kol méoag odTov Tig SeE18g Xe1pOC Hysipev anTdv:
mapoyptina 0¢ Eotepedbnoay ai Pacelg adtod Kal Td GPLOPA,

1. Poverty of Wealth — silver and gold cannot buy what you need the most

Why didn’t Peter and John have silver and gold?

Riches in an evangelist are cause for questioning motives — be careful of leaders who enrich
themselves at the expense of others; they are not acting as your servant but exploiting you
Material riches not the fundamental resource needed for spiritual ministry

The lame man simply wanted to be supported in the condition that he was in. God wanted to
completely change his condition.

2. Free Offer of Deliverance — not on the basis of works or merit — must come as a free
gift; we must be opportunistic in looking for divine appointments to enrich others
How precious and valuable is the gospel to us??
Prov. 8 — talks about seeking the Wisdom that comes from God and valuing it beyond silver and
gold
Later we find that faith played a vital role — Was it Peter and John’s faith or that of the cripple?




3. Authority and Power associated with the Name of Jesus
Other people might identify negative characteristics with one whose origins stem from Nazareth,;
we must not shrink back from identification with Jesus;
Age of the Messiah has come — miracles prophesied in Isaiah 35
He is resurrected and exalted and reigning — directing the activities of His church on earth;
Command: “Walk” — just like Jesus commanding the dead Lazarus to come forth from the tomb
(John 11)

4. Nature of the Healing
- divinely initiated and accomplished — sovereign miracles
- no contribution on the part of the broken person
- immediate; sudden; often unexpected
- complete healing that lasted

MacArthur: When God decides to do a supernatural miracle, if you want to check Him in the
word of God, you'll find they always had four characteristics. They were sovereign, they were
supernatural, they were sudden, and they were completely sufficient.

C. (:8) The Proof of Genuine Healing
1. Complete Restoration to full health and functioning
“And with a leap, he stood upright and began to walk;”
Kol EEaALOpEVOG EOTN Kol TEPLEMATEL

2. Emotional and Spiritual Rejoicing — full participation in worship and praise
“and he entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God.”
kol glofABev oV avTo1g €ig TO 1EpOV mEPMATAV KOl AALOUEVOG KOl aivdY TOV BgdV.

. (:9-10) HALLELUJAH IMPACT -- THE POWER OF GOD GETS PEOPLE’S
ATTENTION
A. Regarding The Transformation

“And all the people saw him walking and praising God;”

Kai £10gv Tic 6 Aadg avTOV TEpUTATODVTA Koi aivodva OV Oedv-

No doubt about what had happened; no trumped up, phony miracle
Remember the 10 lepers that Jesus healed — how many came back to give thanks?

B. Remembering the Predicament
“and they were taking note of him as being the one who used to sit at the Beautiful Gate
of the temple to beg alms,”
gneyivookov 8& antov 8TL adTog v O TPOC TV Edenpocvvny kadYpevog &mi Tfj dpaiq TOAN ToD
iepob

Easy to recognize the man
C. Reacting with Awe — Wonder and Amazement

“and they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him.”
Kol EmAnctnoav BauPoug kal ékotdoemg éntl @ cvuPepnkott adTd.



Bock: thambos appears three times in the NT, all in reaction to miraculous actions (Luke 4:36;
5:9). The term ekstasis for amazement appears seven times in the NT — Mark 5:42 (miracle of
Jairus’ daughter); Luke 5:26 (a paralytic); Acts 3:9; 10:10; 11:5; 22:17 (“vision™); the verb is in
Luke 2:47; 8:56; 24:22; Acts 8:9, 11, 13; 9:21; 10:45; 12:16). This term describes someone
emotionally impacted by an experience.

Look at Power of God expressed in Nature — supposed to get people’s attention
Rom. 1
Psalm 19

Look at Power of God expressed in Healing Miracles — not supposed to focus attention on the
healer who is just the channel

Look at Power of God expressed in Changed Lives — supposed to be evident = markedly
different than pre-conversion days

CONCLUSION:
What mighty works do you see Jesus doing in His church today?

THE AWESOME POWER OF JESUS CHRIST HEALS BROKEN PEOPLE IN
SPECTACULAR FASHION
How are we doing in reaching out to broken people with the compassion of Jesus Christ?

Maybe you are resigned to living in bondage to sin in some are of your life — not turning your
eyes on Jesus to deliver you with His healing power; Don’t ever imagine that you are too broken
for Jesus to restore — not talking about Humpty Dumpty — talking about the power of the risen
Lord Jesus Christ — Do you acknowledge your bankruptcy? Do you want healing? Are you
willing to trust in Him?

Let’s rejoice with leaping in our hearts as we praise Him for His mercy and deliverance

K ok sk sk sk ok ok ok ok o3k

DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) Do we remember our broken pre-conversion state and see the brokenness of those around us?

2) Do we have confidence in the power of the gospel as something real and life-changing that
we can offer to others?

3) Is our level of praise and rejoicing commensurate with the magnitude of our deliverance from
bondage to sin?

4) Do we attract attention to the power and authority of Christ or do our good works just attract
attention to ourselves?

* %k %k sk sk ok ok ok ok ok



QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Wiersbe: The emphasis in Acts 3 and 4 is on the name of the Lord Jesus (Acts 3:6, 16; 4:7, 10,
12, 17-18, 30). A name, of course, implies much more than identification: it carries with it
authority, reputation, and power. When somebody says, “You can use my name!” you sincerely
hope the name is worth using. . . The great concern of the first Christians was that the name of
Jesus Christ, God’s Son, be glorified . . .

Bruce: It was marvelous enough, to be sure, but it was more than a marvel: it was a sign. For the
two apostles had not cured him by any power of their own; it was when they invoked the name
and authority of Jesus Christ of Nazareth that he sprang up and found his feet for the first time in
his life. . . public confirmation of His authority to forgive sins as well as to heal the sick (Mark
2:10 £.). . . mark of the advent of the messianic age. (Isa. 35:6). That which Jesus’ personal
mighty works had signified was corroborated by this mighty work performed through His
disciples: He was indeed Lord and Messiah.

Martyn Lloyd-Jones: Here is the tonic, there is the place to get refreshment, where we feel the
life of God pulsating in the early Christian church . . . There is always the danger that we should
think of Christianity as something abstract and intellectual. Though we must know the theory
and have the understanding, we must never forget that first and foremost the Christian faith deals
with life and living; it is the most revolutionary power the world has ever known. A dead church
is a contradiction in terms. . . the church is life, and it is power, and it is vigor. All of this is
perfectly illustrated and exemplified for us in this story in Acts 3. Here is the church in action,
the church facing the world.

Lessons learned from this miracle which also served as a teaching parable:

1) Picture of humanity in a state of sin and helplessness — man’s total inability to conquer the
devil and temptation and sin

2) The world is unable to help us — only can offer alms

3) The world expects the wrong things from the church

4) The church’s condition is to address the bankrupt condition of the soul — offering forgiveness
of sins and spiritual life through Jesus Christ

Picture of justification by faith — It is all of grace. It is the gift of God, the action of the risen
Christ, and He has all power. He is a miracle-worker. He will give you His own life, and He
will do it now. He postulates nothing in you except that you see your need. He does not ask you
to produce any works. He does not ask you to produce anything that can in any way recommend
you to Him. He says, “They that are whole have no need of the physician, but they that are sick:
I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance” (Mark 2:17). Are you paralyzed? Are
you hopeless? He is life. He is power. He can give you everything that you need, and He will
give it to you at once.

Dr. John Whitcomb: The Re-Offer of the Kingdom (3:1-16)

What did the Apostle Peter and John know about the New Testament Church? Chap. 3 is a very
Jewish chapter; when the greatest crowds would be there; team ministry is an established
guideline from God; Jesus sent out teams presenting the kingdom message; 144,000 witnesses
will be sent out in pairs; John was closest to Jesus and Peter was most outspoken; confronting
Israel with a re-offer of the millennial kingdom; self-cursed nation; his case is really hopeless;
requested a hand-out; considered to be a legitimate way for a cripple to sustain himself; name of



Jesus not a mere label but power center; Reason why he was healed was not just that Peter lifted
him up but vs. 16 points to faith in His name = the beggar believed; by God and yet by faith; not
everyone Jesus healed believed; cf. the healing of the 10 lepers; no period of convalescence;
instantaneous and marvelous healing; Isa. 35 — foretaste of the kingdom — how can we know the
kingdom has actually arrived on the earth; when the kingdom comes everyone will know it has
arrived; the kingdom had arrived in the person of the king Himself; Christ-like kingdom
activities taking place here; not happening today; we will see people eternally transformed by
responding to the power of the Word of God applied by the Spirit of God

Dan Brooks: The Wonder of Spiritual Healing

Wonders and Signs -- It is God who is at work; fingermarks of God; indications of His grace and
power; false Christs will arise to perform signs and wonders that will deceive many; need to
evaluate the prophets on the content of their message; what does God do with this miracle?
Amazes the people and attracts a crowd; Effect of the sign miracles and healings:

1. verifies Christ’s divine authority -- seeing His authority on earth in His exaltation; not the
authority of Peter exercised here; invokes authority of Christ;

2. verifies Christ’s divine attributes — they haven’t changed; seen through the apostles; seeing a
man in a pitiful condition; Peter speaks with compassion of Christ for the poor and suffering;
truly a good deed done to a crippled man

3. verifies Christ’s divine activity — 4:10; Peter deflects attention to Christ and His power; 4:29-
30 Christ is active in the church; Christ remains active in us and through us while we do it; not
just delegating the Great Commission

4. Christ authenticates His identity as healing verifies His kingdom message — calling these
people to repent (true change of heart towards God) and turn again (be converted)

Joel Dykstra: A Lame Man Walks in the Power of Jesus’ Name

Introduction: Wouldn’t it be nice if these types of wonderful miracles could happen today in our
church? There are some churches that claim these things; But that doesn’t mean that the power
of Jesus is not at work among us; See the miracle beyond just the physical aspects; see the more
profound power of Jesus name that transforms lives; it is to be praised; we are to stand amazed
also; gospel message becomes ordinary to us

1. The poverty of this man (:1-2) — alms = offerings brought to give to those less fortunate;
beggar expected to receive gifts; not entirely sure which particular gate is referenced here;
overlaid with material that made it shine; appear worthy and expensive and valuable; having to
receive from the wealth of others; kept outside of the temple; unable to experience the power of
the living God; can’t enter into the presence of the Lord; poor spiritually; see ourselves as this
man; like him we are also born hobbled, crippled spiritually; the closest we can come is outside
of His temple; look at man outside of the Garden of Eden — you may not experience the blessing
of this place; we don’t see the brokenness of those around us

2. The power of the Lord's name (:3-8) — Peter and John stop and fix their gaze on this beggar;
this man doesn’t see what could be provided for him; amazing grace; wonderful miracle; all in
the authority of the resurrected and ascended King; power to deliver from sin and brokenness
that keeps us from enjoying God’s blessings; you first must understand how your sin shackles
you in so many ways — then this passage ought to thrill your heart; a lame man walks; the
authority of Jesus Christ is greater than the bonds of sin; we experience a very real deliverance;
sometimes we become cynical and jaded and sarcastic and bitter in this life; imagine that life
should be pain free — not talking about that type of existence; need to be renewed in our
confidence in Jesus Christ; it wasn’t Peter’s power that saved this man

3. The praise of the people (:9-10) — How can this be? They stand amazed; Praise our God for




the strength and deliverance He provides; this beggar would no more go back and sit in his
former spot than a sinner should return to his wickedness

Steven Cole: God’s miraculous gift of salvation should cause us to praise Him with exuberant
joy so that others will marvel at His mighty power.

There are three lessons for us to consider:

1. Salvation is a miraculous gift from Jesus, not a human self-improvement project.

A. The human race has been spiritually lame from birth due to the fall.

B. There is nothing that spiritually lame people can do to heal their spiritual condition.

C. God heals the spiritually lame by His mighty power, as His free gift, apart from our merit or
works.

D. When God saves our soul, He always gives us far more than we expect.

2. God’s salvation should cause those who have received it

personally to praise Him with exuberant joy.

A. Salvation fills us with exuberant joy because it is received unexpectedly.
B. Salvation fills us with exuberant joy because it is received instantly.

C. Salvation fills us with exuberant joy because it is received completely.

3. The exuberant joy of our salvation should provide an entrance
for the gospel with others.

Guzik: There is a story about a humble monk walking with a Roman Catholic cardinal at a time
in the Middle Ages when the Roman Catholic church was at its zenith of power, prestige and
wealth. The cardinal pointed to the opulent surroundings and said to the monk, "We no longer
have to say, silver and gold I do not have." The monk replied, "But neither can you say, In the
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk."



TEXT: Acts 3: 11-16
TITLE: PREACHING THE GLORY OF CHRIST

BIG IDEA:
FAITH IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST MAGNIFIES THE GLORY OF CHRIST
(BY UNLEASHING DIVINE POWER THAT BRINGS GREAT BLESSING)

INTRODUCTION:

The greatest mistake God’s servants can make is to receive the glory and praise from men that is
only due to Jesus Christ. Some people don’t seem genuine when they are deflecting the praise
to Jesus. Any sense of pride or personal boasting in spiritual ministry will make this an awkward
situation. Maybe one of the reasons that God does not use us more is that we need to improve in
this area of giving God all of the glory for what He accomplishes. But God calls upon us to
exercise great faith in the name of His Son; to expect great works of divine power; and to use
those occasions to direct the glory and praise to Jesus Christ alone.

OVERVIEW OF CHAP. 3:

THE SIGN MIRACLES OF THE APOSTLES HIGHLIGHT THE GLORY OF CHRIST
TO ATTRACT PEOPLE TO THE BLESSING OF DELIVERANCE FROM SIN

I. 3:1-10 Healing by the Power of Christ - THE AWESOME POWER OF JESUS
CHRIST HEALS BROKEN PEOPLE IN SPECTACULAR FASHION

1. 3:11-16 Preaching the Glory of Christ — FAITH IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST
MAGNIFIES THE GLORY OF CHRIST (BY UNLEASHING DIVINE POWER THAT
BRINGS GREAT BLESSING)

I11. 3:17-26  Offering the Blessing of Christ and His Kingdom —

FAITH IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST MAGNIFIES THE GLORY OF CHRIST
(BY UNLEASHING DIVINE POWER THAT BRINGS GREAT BLESSING)

3 FOCAL POINTS OF PETER’S SECOND SERMON

I. (:11-12) A JEALOUS GOD -- ANY GLORYING IN MAN IS MISDIRECTED

A. Historical Survey

This principle of acknowledging our dependence upon God and giving Him all of the glory has
been true throughout history.

Ex. 34:14 “His Name is Jealous”

Isaiah 42:8 "'l am the LORD, that is My name; | will not give My glory to another, Nor My
praise to graven images.”

Is. 48:11 “My glory I will not give to another”
Zech 4:6 “Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit, says the Lord of hosts.”

Experience of John the Baptist: “He must increase, but | must decrease” John 3:30



Experience of the Apostle Paul: just an earthen vessel used by God — “we have this treasure in
earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God and not from
ourselves” —2 Cor. 4: 7

Experience of Apostle John interacting with angel:

Rev 19:10 “And | fell at his feet to worship him. And he said to me, "Do not do that; | am a
fellow servant of yours and your brethren who hold the testimony of Jesus; worship God. For the
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy."

B. (:11) Misdirected Amazement
1. On the Part of the Healed Lame Man
“And while he was clinging to Peter and John,”
Kpatodvrog 8¢ avtod tov [1€rpov kai Tov Todvvny

kpatéw Pres act participle; To take hold of forcibly, seize, grasp; take into one’s possession (like
arrest, apprehend); hold on to; retain possession of

Not saying there was anything wrong in the lame man’s reaction here — the healing had just
taken place; but I think this offers a nice picture for an important spiritual lesson

Divine blessing should cause us to cling to Jesus Christ — this lame man who had been
miraculously healed was still learning to transfer his dependence totally over to the Savior

Look at how some disciples end up with a version of spiritual hero worship ....

No room for Ministry Super Heroes
- Not out to make a name for themselves or attract a following for themselves
- Not out to make others dependent on themselves
- Not communicating that they are the only channel through which God brings blessing

Priesthood of all believers — all have direct access to Jesus Christ; each one gifted with spiritual
gift for ministry; we encourage each other to strengthen ourselves in the Lord and step out in
faith in His name

Some people always look to some other well-respected believer to do the difficult tasks:
- I could never counsel someone — What about the sufficiency of the Word and of the
Spirit?
- I could never witness in that situation
- I need the top dog to come and pray for me

2. On the Part of the Crowd of Assembled Jews
“all the people ran together to them at the so-called portico of Solomon, full of
amazement.”
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Constable: A covered porch supported by a series of columns surrounded the outer temple
courtyard, the Court of the Gentiles. The eastern portion of this porch bore the name Solomon's
portico "because it was built on a remnant of the foundations of the ancient temple." Peter



addressed the curious throng from this convenient shaded area, where Jesus had formerly taught
(John 10:23).

Utterly astonished; full of amazement — at what?? Were they driven to their knees to worship
Jesus Christ and proclaim His glory and majesty and power?
Apparently not because Peter felt obligated to offer some Apostolic Correction

Remember the words of Christ: One greater than the temple is here
Matt. 12:6 "But | say to you, that something greater than the temple is here.”
Matt. 12:42 “greater than Solomon”

C. (:12) Apostolic Correction
1. Not by the Power of Men
“But when Peter saw this, he replied to the people, "Men of Israel, why do you
marvel at this, or why do you gaze at us, as if by our own power”
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Men of Israel -- They were men of the Covenant, of the church fathers, of the prophets, of the
OT scriptures — they should not have needed correction in this regard — just as Jesus felt
compelled to upbraid Nicodemus in John 3: “Are you the teacher of Israel and do not understand
these things?” They should have been living their life in an understanding of the demonstration
of the power of God and how He operates through those who place their faith in Him

The fruit that God brings about through our spiritual ministry is not due to the power of our
abilities or experience or knowledge

2. Not by the Piety of Men
“or piety we had made him walk?”
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Bock: “piety” occurs ten times in the Pastorals and four times in 2 Peter in addition to this
reference; refers to someone of good character

The fruit that God brings about through our spiritual ministry is not due to the piety of our godly
character ... so that God in essence owes us some type of response

Guzik: Many "healers" today who would never claim to heal in their own power still give the
impression that healing happens because they are so spiritual, so close to God, or so godly. Peter
knew that it was all of Jesus and nothing was of him.

MacArthur: So what he does then is take their wonder and their confusion and focus it on Christ.
He puts a disclaimer on himself and John. We didn't do it. And he puts the attention on some
other source. And it must be divine. What are you marveling at? God's always been working
among you. This is God's doing in effect. Which is hard for them to understand since they didn't
believe that Jesus was of God. Yet it was obviously done in Jesus' name wasn't it? They knew
miracles were done by...notice the two words in verse 12, miracles were done by power and
holiness. That had always been their knowledge. It took a holy power to do miracles.



Look at the answer that Christ gave to His disciples when they complained that they were unable
to perform the necessary spiritual ministry: Matt. 17:20 “because of the littleness of your faith”
We are so careful to guard against the excesses of charismatic healing ministries that we neglect
the importance of cultivating great faith to expect the Head of the Church to act with power and
decisiveness to bring deliverance to the lives of those we touch — We should be confident that
God wants to use us to be a savour of life unto life and of death unto death — the nature of the
results are in His sovereign disposition — but in either case He is working powerfully as we
exercise faith in His name

Let’s make sure we don’t Miss the Point and direct any of the glory or praise to Man

1. (:13-15) JEWISH GUILT -- CONTRAST BETWEEN GOD GLORIFYING JESUS BY
THE RESURRECTION AND THE JEWS KILLING THE PRINCE OF LIFE

Showing the Jews the great Inconsistency in their actions

MacArthur: Now in this the theme is Jesus. And He's presenting Jesus by six names, six
different titles of the 208 that He has. And at the same time in a majestic explosion of the
beauties of Jesus through all these names and we could spend a sermon on each name easily or
more than one on each name, but as he presents these six names, at the same time he presents six
statements about each name. So that it's not just a name, but it's a name and a statement. For
example, you see he calls Him servant rather than Son and we'll talk about that in a moment.
Servant, Jesus, Holy One, Just, Prince of Life, and then down in verse 18, Christ. Those are
SIX names.

Chiastic structure

A. God Glorifying Jesus by the Resurrection
1. Continuity with God’s Historical Activity
"The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified His
servant Jesus,”
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Stott: what was new in Jesus nevertheless enjoyed a direct continuity with the Old Testament.

Bock: God glorified his servant. This reverses the normal pattern associated with glory. God is
the one usually glorified.

MacArthur: You see, he is directing his message to Israel. And so he uses all his real terms. God
is also the God of all men, but God is especially the God of covenant promise with Israel. And
since he's talking about Messiah and since he wants to convince these Jews that Jesus is their
Messiah and that they are in rebellion against God and have executed their own Messiah then he
chooses messianic terms. So he begins by identifying God as the God of Israel. Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob, and our Fathers. . .

Now this is not a term foreign to the Jewish mind, because in the Old Testament, Messiah was
said to be a servant. Speaking to Jews and speaking about a servant, a Jew would have



immediately thought of the great sweeping passage of Scripture from Isaiah 40 clear through
Chapter 53 in which Isaiah speaks of the servant. But let me just pull two passages. Isaiah 42:1
and listen to this. Here is a messianic passage and here Messiah's called a servant. "Behold my
servant whom I uphold. Mine elect in whom I so delighteth. I have put my spirit him, he shall
bring forth justice to the nations." Here's a prophecy regarding Messiah. He is called what?
Servant. Servant.

And you go over to Isaiah Chapter 52 and you run right into the same thing again in that most
classic and wonderful passage which we love. "Behold," verse 13, Isaiah 52, "Behold my servant
shall deal prudently." Then he goes on to talk about his servant. Then in Chapter 53, he describes
the servant doesn't he? "Despised, rejected of men, the man of sorrows, acquainted with grief. He
is born our griefs, carried our sorrows, wounded for our transgressions. All we like sheep have
gone astray." That great passage on the suffering servant, right? And then he kind of ends it up
by saying "Therefore will I divide him a portion with the great and divide the spoil with the
strong, because he hath poured out his soul unto death." There it says Messiah will be a servant
who will die.

Look at example of Jesus in serving the disciples in John 13

Look at verses speaking of the Father glorifying the Son — John 5: 23 “so that all will honor the
Son even as they honor the Father”

MacArthur: Jesus comes from the Old Testament name Joshua. It's the very same word. And
Joshua is really an important word. It means salvation of the Lord. Or the Lord is salvation. Or it
means Jehovah Savior. That's what it means. It has a deity connotation. The full meaning is
Savior God. That's what Jesus means. And that's why it says "Thou shalt call His name Jesus, for
He shall save." That's the point. That's what Jesus means. That's what the name means. Joshua in
the Old Testament overcame the enemies of God's people. And though there were very many and
though they were very strong and though they had cities walled to heaven and chariots of iron,
yet in the name of Jehovah as captain of the Lord's hosts, Joshua defeated them.

And even so does our glorious Joshua, our Jesus, smite sin and all the powers of darkness to save
His people to utterly destroy their spiritual enemies. And Joshua, the son of Nun the Old
Testament Joshua, caused the people, it says, to serve the Lord all His days, but he couldn't save
them. And when he died, they went astray, but our Jesus, the New Testament Savior preserves
His people in holiness forever and is able to keep them from falling and present them faultless.

2. Climax in the Victorious Event of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ
“the one whom God raised from the dead, a fact to which we are witnesses.”
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Where do you look to see God manifesting His divine power?
What is the ultimate authentication of the glory which God the Father has set on His Son?
Read through Acts from the standpoint of following the importance placed on the resurrection

B. Jews Killing the Prince of Life
1. Delivered Him Up
“ the one whom you delivered up,
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Treachery, traitor-like behavior
How are you living as faithful disciples of Jesus Christ?

2. Disowned Him
and disowned in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release Him. "But
you disowned the Holy and Righteous One,
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Means to deny
Should have been proud to be identified with Jesus Christ

Pilate tried 3 times to release Jesus; overruled by the Jews

MacArthur: Luke 4:33. "And in the synagogue there was a man who had a spirit of an unclean
demon and cried out." Listen to what the demon says, "I know thee who thou art the Holy One."
Oh the demon knew that. The demon knew what Israel didn't even know. It's a shocking kind of
thing, isn't it?

The Old Testament declared Messiah by that name. That's another messianic title for Him, just as
is Savior, Joshua, and servant. In Psalm 16:10, listen, it's a messianic passage talking about the
Messiah's resurrection. "For thou will not leave my soul in hell, neither will thou permit thine,"
what, "Holy One to see corruption." Messiah was called the Holy One and Peter said, but you
denied the Holy One. And you didn't know what demons know. Oh that's how twisted they were.
They took the Holy One sinless without blemish harmless, undefiled and they denied Him. The
one consecrated to God is their Messiah, they denied.

What are you doing to demonstrate your identification with Jesus Christ; to own Him
before a wicked world?

3. Demanded a Murderer as Opposed to the Life-Giver
and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, (Barabbas)
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Could say that “Jesus died for me” — doctrine of substitutionary death

4. Designated Him for Execution
but put to death the Prince of life,
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Whitcomb: How is this even possible?? Added a human nature to His divine nature and became
a God-man in order to be able to die; also had to be willing to die (dedication to the will of the
Father); Jews crucified Jesus in ignorance — preached message of Repentance — we are special
people; we hate you for proclaiming that we are innately sinful and need drastic change in our
relationship to God; “Father, forgive them for they really don’t know who I am;” Basis for re-
offer of the kingdom



Kent: designates him as the one whose victory over death has made him the forerunner or leader
of others. His resurrection qualified him for this title, he is now the “Prince” who provides
salvation and assurance of resurrection life (the same title is employed in Heb. 2:10 and 12:2).

MacArthur: Jesus the originator of life. Do you know that He made that claim. Listen to the word
of God. John 1, "All things are made by Him. Without Him was not anything made that was
made in Him was," what, "life." And in John 11:25, don't you love that, where He says this. He
says to Mary and Martha at the home of Lazarus, "I am the resurrection and," what, "and the
life." John 14:6, "I am the way, the truth, the life." And John in 1 John 5:11, "This is the record
that God hath given unto us, eternal life and this life is in His Son." He was the life giver. He's
the only one who can provide life and that's the point of Ephesians 2. "You were dead in sin, but
He made you alive together with Christ."

Constable: Peter called Jesus the Servant (Gr. paida) of the Lord, the subject of messianic
prophecy (Isa. 42:1; 49:6-7; 52:13; 53:11; cf. Mark 10:45); the Holy One, a title of Messiah (Ps.
16:10; Isa. 31:1; cf. Mark 1:24; 1 John 2:20); the Righteous One (Isa. 53:11; Zech. 9:9; cf. 1
John 2:1); and the Prince (Author) of Life (Ps. 16; cf. John 1:1-18; Col. 1:14-20; Heb. 1:2-3;
2:10; 12:2). Peter pointed out three inconsistencies in the Jews' treatment of Jesus and contrasted
their treatment of Him with God's. They had condemned Him when Pilate was about to release
Him (v. 13). They rejected the Holy and Righteous One out of preference for a murderer,
Barabbas (v. 14; Luke 23:18-19). Furthermore they executed the Author of Life whom God
raised from the dead, of which the apostles were witnesses (v. 15). Prince or Author of Life
presents Jesus as the resurrected Messiah who gives life that overcomes death.

Bock: 2 possibilities:

1) the first among many, the one who shows and rules the way; leads to life versus one who
removes it = Leader, Prince, Originator

2) the one who makes life possible = Author

1. (:16) JESUS-FOCUSED GLORY -- FAITH IN THE NAME OF JESUS WORKS
A. Faith in Jesus is What Truly Matters

"And on the basis of faith in His name, it is the name of Jesus
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Whose faith is referenced here? Definitely faith required on the part of Peter and John to look to
the Lord for His work of healing

But what about the lame man ... any faith involved on his part??

Bock: The lame man’s response to his healing shows that he did respond to what God had done
and was thankful for it.

Emphasis is more on the object of the faith = the name of Jesus — His person and authority and
power

B. Faith in Jesus Can Make You Whole
“which has strengthened this man whom you see and know; and the faith which comes
through Him has given him this perfect health in the presence of you all.”
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Hymns:
- All hail the power of Jesus’ name! Let angels prostrate fall

- What can wash away my sins? Nothing but the blood of Jesus
- Trust and Obey — for there’s no other way

- Jesus paid it all, all to Him I owe; sin had left a crimson stain, He washed it white as
Snow.

- When I survey the wondrous cross, on which the Prince of glory died, my richest gain I
count but loss and pour contempt on all my pride.

- O for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer’s praise, the glories of my God and
King, the triumphs of His grace.

CONCLUSION:
Acts 4:12 "And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has
been given among men, by which we must be saved.”

In light of such an exclusive plan of salvation, we should not be amazed that God is a Jealous
God; He will not share His glory with man
“By grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of
God, not as a result of works, so that no one may boast”

It doesn’t make any sense to Reject Jesus Christ once you understand who He is:

- God’s Servant — Plan was always for Suffering to Precede Glory

- Jesus — the only one who can Save

- Holy One --

- Just — Always does what is right

- Prince of Life — Risen from the dead; can impart spiritual life

- Christ = Promised Messiah
Jews were guilty but were being given a second chance to embrace their King; we all are guilty
as well and need to respond while there is still opportunity

Faith in Jesus Christ truly works — whatever your brokenness; Jesus can make you whole

FAITH IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST MAGNIFIES THE GLORY OF CHRIST
(BY UNLEASHING DIVINE POWER THAT BRINGS GREAT BLESSING)

% ok % ok ok % ok k% ok
DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) Are you making disciples of Jesus Christ or are you making people dependent on your
ministry?



2) Do you expect God to respond to you because of your ministry success or personal piety?
3) Are you owning Jesus Christ in every way possible or rejecting Him in some sense?

4) Are you walking by faith in the name of Jesus Christ and experiencing the blessing of divine
power?
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QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Calvin: And yet doth he not simply reprove them because they wonder; for that was altogether
profitable and worthy praise; but because they do wickedly ascribe unto men that praise which is
due to the work of God. As if he should say, Ye do amiss, in that you stay in us, and stand gazing
upon us, whereas you ought rather to look upon God and Christ. Therefore, this is to be amazed
evilly, when as our minds do stay in men. And we must note that he condemneth the respect of
men; as if, saith he, we by our own power and virtue had done this. Therefore there is an error
and corruption in this, if we attribute that unto the godliness and power of men which is proper to
God and Christ. And, as concerning power, no man will deny that it cometh of God; yet when
they have confessed this in one word, they do not cease to take from God his right, to the end
they may adorn the creatures with that which they take from him

Steven Cole: To Proclaim the Gospel we must Exalt the Lord Jesus —

- To Exalt Jesus, we must deflect all glory away from ourselves
We are just the clay vessels that the Potter uses for His own purposes. To take any credit
for anything that God does through us is to rob Him of the glory rightly due to His name. As
Paul tells the proud Corinthians (1 Cor. 4:7), “What do you have that you did not receive? And if
you did receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it?” If someone praises you for
something that you have done, there is nothing wrong with saying, “Thank you.” The person
means it as an encouragement, and it is proper to thank them for their kind words. But if they go
on and on, or if there is any danger that you are robbing God of glory, you should say, “Thank
you for your encouragement, but the Lord should get all the glory. He alone enabled me to
minister to you.”

- To exalt Jesus, we must tell people who Jesus is and what He has done
The Jews had a holy reverence for the name of God, so much so that they would not even dare
pronounce it. In the Hebrew Bible, whenever they got to the name, “Yahweh,” they would say,
“Adonai,” which means “Lord.” “The name” became a way of referring to God. Peter here exalts
the name of Jesus. . . Peter also calls Jesus “the Holy and Righteous One” (3:14). Jesus
was without any sin of His own. Thus He could offer Himself as the substitute for sinners,
without needing to make atonement for His own sins. Only God is truly holy and righteous. In
his first sermon, Peter quoted from Psalm 16:10, where David declares that God will not allow
His Holy One to undergo decay (Acts 2:27). On another occasion, Peter affirmed his belief that
Jesus is “the Holy One of God” (John 6:68-69). Even the demons recognized Jesus as the Holy
One of God (Luke 4:34). “Righteous” focuses on the fact that Jesus had done no wrong (Isa.
53:9; John 8:46). . . Peter also refers to Jesus as “the Prince of life” (Acts 3:15). The word
“prince” means the leader or the author or originator. It is used in this sense in Hebrews 2:10,
where Jesus is called “the author of [our] salvation,” and in Hebrews 12:2, where He is called
“the author and perfecter of faith.” He originates our salvation and our faith and He brings it to
completion. As the Prince or Author of life, He originates life, both physical and spiritual. He



declared that He is the life (John 14:6). He said, “For just as the Father raises the dead and gives
them life, even so the Son also gives life to whom He wishes” (John 5:21).

Deffinbaugh: The guilt of the people of Jerusalem is described by means of a series of contrasts.
Let me point out a few of them.

First, Peter contrasted the glorification of God’s servant in His resurrection and ascension with
his audience’s disowning of Him as their Messiah:

Second, Peter contrasted Pilate’s desire to release Jesus because he felt he was innocent, with
their insistence that He be put to death, convinced He was guilty, and thus worthy of death:

Third, Peter contrasted the One whom they wished to crucify with the one they wished to
release:

Fourth, they dealt with Jesus, who was the promised “prophet like Moses,” as though He were a
false prophet.

Paul Tautges: Why God Glorifies Jesus

All the glory must go to God; The doctrine of the Trinity is an amazing truth — one God eternally
existing in 3 persons; each is equal in essence and power; but is distinct in function; Mystery of
submission: Son to the Father and the Spirit to the Son; Phil. 2 — one day the Father will cause
the Son to receive all of the glory from the nations of the world;

Setting of Sermon: miraculous healing of the lame man; power of Christ flowing through Peter
to this man,;

I. (:11) The Amazement of the People

Covered area near one of the entrances to the temple; the very place that the Lord Jesus taught
His disciples that He was the Good Shepherd; John 10:22; sovereignty of God in healing; Jesus
undoubtedly saw this same man who was in the audience and heard the discourse of the Good
Shepherd; yet it was a year later Jesus chose to heal him through Peter; Jesus does what He does
for His glory; we don’t always understand why God doesn’t heal when we want him to heal; God
has another plan for your trial; He has work He wants to accomplish that requires the pressure
and pain of that affliction; miraculous healings cannot be planned by man; they are the choice of
a sovereign God; you cannot coerce a sovereign God into healing; He chooses to heal when and
how and why He wants to; cf. schedule of Benny Hinn healing crusades; cf. World magazine
article — WallWatchers tracks financial accountability of various ministries; cf. Dateline report in
2002 — home worth $10M — he defended it as a “parsonage”, a “wise investment”. Another
example = TBN — Trinity Broadcasting Network;

I1. (:12-16) The Answer of Peter

Don’t look at us; look at Jesus Christ; 3 Reasons God glorifies Jesus:

1. (:12-14) The death of Jesus fulfilled God’s promise (of a suffering servant)

I am preaching to you of the same God you have always heard of;

The one whom you surrendered up and denied, this is the one God glorified;

Luke 12:9 — you will be denied as a consequence; you have crucified your Messiah; Luke 23:13
— the denial of Jesus by the Jews; Peter jogging their memories; they willingly and willfully
chose a murderer in place of the Messiah God had sent to them; they were held morally
responsible for their choice even though it was within the sovereign plan of God

2. (:15) The resurrection of Jesus originates spiritual life

3. (:16) The name of Jesus saves on the basis of faith




TEXT: Acts 3: 17-26
TITLE: OFFERING THE BLESSING OF CHRIST AND HIS KINGDOM

BIG IDEA:
RECEIVING THE PROMISED BLESSING OF CHRIST AND HIS KINGDOM HINGES
ON REPENTANCE

INTRODUCTION:

This second sermon of Peter in Acts 3 deals with a much bigger issue than the offer of personal
salvation. That is certainly part of the focus -- and living where we are now in this church age
that certainly tends to be our focus. But Peter is raising the issue of the offer of the Messianic
Kingdom to God’s covenant people, the Jews. That is why it is so important to understand the
transitional nature of the Book of Acts. This is not a sermon that we would preach in the same
way to our audience.

Look back with me to what we have studied earlier from Acts 1. Remember that John the
Baptist had preached a similar message of repentance for the kingdom of God is at hand. But the
Jews failed to recognize Jesus as their Messiah and rejected God’s kingdom offer. But look what
was still on the mind of Christ after His Ascension as He gave final instructions to His apostles:

1:3 “speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God” — He wanted them to know that the
ignorance and rejection by men did not change the plans of God — God is faithful to keep all of
the OT promises related to the nation of Israel and to the coming kingdom. You don’t have to
throw in the towel and spiritualize these promises or come up with some type of convoluted
allegorical interpretation. The plain literal, grammatical sense of Scripture works just fine. Jesus
is looking forward to returning and ushering in that 1000 year period of peace and righteousness
on earth ...

So it was natural for the disciples to ask “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to
Israel” 1:6 The only issue is the timing, not the reality of the particulars. Then we see the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit in chap. 2 characterized as being consistent with what we would
expect to see in the last days right before the establishment of the kingdom on earth as Joel had
prophecied. We see that Jesus is seated right now at the right hand of God UNTIL God the
Father makes your enemies a footstool for your feet. 2:35 You see Jesus understood that the
kingdom had not yet arrived in its full physical expression on earth — but it’s coming for sure!

So just like the miracle of the speaking in tongues amazed the people and got their attention for
Peter’s first sermon, so the healing of the lame man in Chap. 3 served as both an object lesson
for the Messiah healing the brokenness of man as well as the attention-getter for this marvelous
offer of the kingdom to the Jewish people. What love and patience and mercy and longsuffering
on the part of God to make such a fantastic offer to the same people that had killed His precious
Son. But that is what Christ had alluded to in Matt. 22:1-10 — multiple offers of the Messianic
Kingdom with all its associated blessings

We cannot forget that Jesus came first to preach to the Jews — remember the Canaanite woman in
Matt. 15:21-28 expressing her desire that Jesus heal her demon-possessed daughter. Jesus
replied “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But the woman persisted and



noted that “even the dogs feed on the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table.” Jesus
responded to her great faith. It is only later in Acts that we see the gospel going indiscriminately
to both Jew and Gentile after the renewed rejection and persecution of the church by the Jews.

How is that people can reject such a fantastic offer? Peter wants to make the gracious offer . . .
but at the same time deliver the solemn warning that they had better not presume upon God’s
goodness and patience. The time to respond in genuine repentance is now. There can be no
enjoyment of the forgiveness of sins and no participation in the kingdom of God apart from
repentance.

RECEIVING THE PROMISED BLESSING OF CHRIST AND HIS KINGDOM HINGES
ON REPENTANCE

Don’t forget that Jesus is speaking here to “Men of Israel” 3:12; whom he identifies as
“brethren” = fellow countrymen in vs. 17

OVERVIEW OF CHAP. 3:

THE SIGN MIRACLES OF THE APOSTLES HIGHLIGHT THE GLORY OF CHRIST
TO ATTRACT PEOPLE TO THE BLESSING OF DELIVERANCE FROM SIN

I. 3:1-10 Healing by the Power of Christ - THE AWESOME POWER OF JESUS
CHRIST HEALS BROKEN PEOPLE IN SPECTACULAR FASHION

I1. 3:11-16 Preaching the Glory of Christ — FAITH IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST
MAGNIFIES THE GLORY OF CHRIST (BY UNLEASHING DIVINE POWER THAT
BRINGS GREAT BLESSING)

I11. 3:17-26  Offering the Blessing of Christ and His Kingdom — RECEIVING THE
PROMISED BLESSING OF CHRIST AND HIS KINGDOM HINGES ON REPENTANCE

I. (:17-18) INDICTMENT -- REJECTION OF THE BLESSING OF CHRIST AND HIS
KINGDOM ATTRIBUTED TO IGNORANCE
[Rebellion because of Ignorance because of Blindness]
A. Perpetuated Ignorance and Rejection of Jesus as Messiah by the Jews
"And now, brethren, I know that you acted in ignorance, just as your rulers did also.”
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Case of the blind leading the blind (Matt. 15:14 “Let them [the offended religious leaders] alone;
they are blind guides of the blind. And if a blind man guides a blind man, both will fall into a
pit”) — they followed their rulers right over the cliff of ignorance of God’s Messianic plan for the
ages — Important to be following leaders that can exercise discernment

Bock: Ignorance cannot provide an ultimate excuse, especially now that Peter has revealed God’s
program to them. Their sin of not recognizing Jesus as Messiah and of killing him can still be
forgiven if they respond. . . Rulers are seen as a driving force behind Jesus’s death in Luke 23
(Acts 3:17-18; 4:5-10, 26; 7:27, 35; 13:27-28; 14:5-7; 16:19-21; 23:5)

The problem cannot be attributed to some lack of revelation on God’s part or the obscurity of
that revelation

They stumbled over the cross (1 Cor. 1:22-24) — could not stomach a suffering Messiah — so




Peter goes right to the heart of their objection and proves that the sufferings of Christ were
consistent with OT prophecies and should have been expected — further intensifying their guilt
for rejecting Jesus

Kent: The offense of the cross was the great obstacle to Jewish acceptance of Jesus as the Christ.

B. Prophetic Inspiration and Fulfillment Regarding the Sufferings of Christ —

Christ as the Suffering Servant
"But the things which God announced beforehand by the mouth of all the prophets, that
His Christ should suffer, He has thus fulfilled.”
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1. God has been revealing rather than hiding the truth; Prophecy of future events self
authenticates the Scriptures

2. God’s message was a consistent one — “by the mouth of all the prophets”

3. The point that especially tripped them up was the aspect of the Suffering of Christ
before entering into His glory — this was a necessity and it was literally and completely
fulfilled; giving us indication of how prophecies about His Second Coming in glory will
be fulfilled

Defined as “His Christ” — it is idolatry to make Christ after you own imagination — how you
would like Him to be — this is God’s promised anointed one — His program of redemption; don’t
try to tell God how to do things — Job had to learn that lesson — “Life is not fair” (Illustration
from work) — “I know that You can do all things, and that no purpose of Yours can be thwarted”
— ended up repenting in dust and ashes (Job 42:1-6)

Just like Jesus took the two men on the road to Emmaus after His resurrection and carefully
explained to them the OT prophecies:

Luke 24:25-27 “And He said to them, ‘O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the
prophets have spoken [you can’t just pick and choose what portions you want to believe]! Was it
not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?” Then beginning
with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all
the Scriptures.”

How can the Jewish nation recover from such a heinous crime — the rejection of God’s Christ?
Peter knew about denying Jesus 3 times but repenting and returning and experiencing great
blessing

Once you understand that God will fulfill all of His warnings as well as His promises ... you feel
the sense of urgency to repent — the wrath of God is hanging over you; it is imminent; it is on the

way; it could be fulfilled at any time —

So Peter moves quickly from the Indictment to the Invitation



Il. (:19-21a) INVITATION -- REPENTANCE BRINGS FORGIVENESS OF SINS AND
PROMISED KINGDOM BLESSINGS
A. Call for both Personal and National Repentance
1. Repent
"Repent therefore”
LLETOVOTGOLTE 0DV

Wiersbe: Peter was actually calling for national repentance, for the nation through its leaders had
denied its Messiah and condemned Him to die. The declaration is that, if the nation repented and
believed, the Messiah would return and establish the promised kingdom. The nation did not
repent — and certainly God knew this would happen — so the message eventually moved from the
Jews to the Samaritans (Acts 8) and to the Gentiles (Acts 10).

To “repent” means to have a heartfelt change of mind about sin, to agree with God about the
ugliness of their disobedience to God, about the rightness of His standard, about the realit of their
own sin. Repentance involves a sorrow over the harmful effects of sin toward God, toward
others, and toward self. It involves a decision to turn from sin and to Christ. Just as we receive
Christ by repentance and faith we need to continue to walk in the same way as we grow.

2. Turn
“and return,”
Kol EMoTpéYaTeE

Is. 59:20 “A Redeemer will come to Zion, and to those who turn from transgression in Jacob”

Message of Zechariah: “Return to Me that | may return to you” 1:3 The Lord remembers and
will again choose Israel; read 1:1-6 -- HISTORY PROVES THAT THE LORD’S URGENT
CALL TO REPENTANCE MUST BE RESPONDED TO RIGHT NOW

Running from God only brings sadness and destruction
- Cain — banished from the Garden of Eden — separation — no record of him repenting and
returning
- Jonah — impacted the lives of others — stormy seas and certain destruction
- Prodigal Son — thought he knew better how to enjoy life and get the most out of life
- Apostle Paul — Lord caught up with him on Road to Damascus — Why are you
persecuting me?

B. Promise of Forgiveness of Sins — Sins must be dealt with
“that your sins may be wiped away,”
€ig 10 €€are1pOijval DUAV TOG ApapTiog,

Isaiah 43:25 — “1, even I, am the one who wipes out your transgressions for My own sake, and |
will not remember your sins.”

Isaiah 44:21-22 — “Remember these things, O Jacob, and Israel, for you are My servant; | have
formed you, you are My servant, O Israel, you will not be forgotten by Me. | have wiped out
your transgressions like a thick cloud and your sins like a heavy mist. Return to Me, for | have
redeemed you.”



Kent: If Jesus really was the Messiah, where was the Messianic kingdom? Peter’s answer was
that his hearers must repent in order that their sins might be blotted out. Only then would Jesus
Christ return from heaven to bring “seasons of refreshing” and “times of restoration”.

Stott: Exaleipho means to wash off, erase, obliterate. It is used in the book of Revelation both of
God who wipes away our tears and of Christ who refuses to erase our name from the book of
life. William Barclay explains the allusion: “Ancient writing was upon papyrus, and the ink used
had no acid in it. It therefore did not bite into the papyrus as modern ink does; it simply lay upon
the top of it. To erase the writing a man might take a wet sponge and simply wipe it away.

C. Promise of National Restoration and Messianic Blessing — Christ as the Coming King
1. Far Purpose — Times of Refreshing
“in order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord;”
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Repentance brings refreshing in our relationship with God — picture someone weighed down
with sin and guilt and shame like the pilgrim with the burden on his back in Pilgrim’s Progress;
spiritually thirsty and worn out — what a joy to enter into times of refreshing

Ps. 72:6-7 “May He come down like rain upon the mown grass, like showers that water the
earth. In his days may the righteous flourish, and abundance of peace till the moon is no more.”

2. Second Coming of Messiah with Universal Restoration
“and that He may send Jesus, the Christ appointed for you, whom heaven must
receive until the period of restoration of all things”
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Is. 49:8-13

Restoration is needed because things are out of whack — not good as God had created
everything

- Twisted and perverted — Need to be straightened; set right

- Corrupted and tainted — Need to be purified

- Broken and dysfunctional — Need to be healed and restored

1. (:21b-26) INSTRUCTION -- REVELATION FROM THE JEWISH PROPHETS
SHOULD HAVE PREPARED THEM TO RECEIVE THE PROMISED BLESSING OF
CHRIST AND HIS KINGDOM
(:21) Introduction:

“about which God spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from ancient time.”
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A. (:22-23) Revelation from Moses (the greatest Prophet) — Solemn Warning — Obey or Be
Judged - Christ as the Anointed Prophet-Leader
"Moses said, 'The Lord God shall raise up for you a prophet like me from your brethren;
to Him you shall give heed in everything He says to you. 'And it shall be that every soul
that does not heed that prophet shall be utterly destroyed from among the people.’”
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Bock: This verb anastesei may well have a wordplay built around it (also Acts 13:33). It means
to bring someone onto the scene of history but could in this context allude to resurrection

Simple exhortation — Obey or be judged — should have learned that from our earthly parents

B. (:24) Revelation from All the Prophets — Beginning with Samuel — Great Expectations
"And likewise, all the prophets who have spoken, from Samuel and his successors
onward, also announced these days.”
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Bruce: Samuel was the prophet who anointed David as king and spoke of the establishment of
his kingdom (I Sam. 13:14; 15:28; 16:13; 28:17), and the promises made to David found their
highest fulfillment in Jesus.

Stott: It is impressive that Peter regards the many and varied strands of Old Testament prophecy
as a united testimony.

We should have great expectations as we await the Second Coming of Christ

C. (:25-26) Revelation from the Patriarchs — Beginning with Abraham — Covenantal
Privilege — But Hinged on Repentance and Conversion — Christ as the Promised Seed of
Abraham
"It is you who are the sons of the prophets, and of the covenant which God made with
your fathers, saying to Abraham, 'And in your seed all the families of the earth shall be
blessed." "For you first, God raised up His Servant, and sent Him to bless you by turning
every one of you from your wicked ways."
VUETC €oTe ol viol TOV TPoENT®V Kai TS Sradkng Nig 818010 6 HdC TPOG TOVS TATEPAC VUMDY
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Jesus called “His Christ” in vs. 18; now called “His Servant”

Bock: The appeal to old promises is important. It shows that although this community is a
seemingly new entity, it is rooted in old promises. In the ancient world, for a religion to be old
was a virtue because it meant that the religion had the benefit of experience. Peter’s appeal to
the past is a form of legitimization for the new community.

CONCLUSION:
We have only seen 2 sermons from Acts and already we see a pattern in the apostolic preaching:
- They hit hard on sin and brought home the conviction of guilt and the need for
deliverance — Strong Indictment here — due to Rejection of the Messiah
- They proclaimed the glory of Christ in every respect — here seen as the Suffering Servant,



the Coming King, the anointed Prophet-Leader and the promised Seed of Abraham

- They called for repentance and faith as the only way to receive forgiveness of sins and
blessing — Gracious Invitation — but don’t presume on God’s goodness and patience

- They looked forward to that Second Coming of Christ with all of the blessing that would
bring — Detailed Instruction — unfolding the whole Revelation of the counsel of God

The things which God announced beforehand by all the prophets about the Second Coming will
all be fulfilled just as we have seen with respect to Christ’s Suffering and Death and Resurrection
and Ascension. Even so Come, Lord Jesus.
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DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) How did the OT law deal differently with those who had acted in ignorance instead of defiant
rebellion in the light of full knowledge?

2) How many prophecies can you find in the OT related to the suffering of the Messiah? What
details are depicted that might have been surprising?

3) How does God deal with our sins? What examples do we see of great blessing resulting from
repentance?

4) What involvement will we have in the times of refreshing and period of restoration spoken
about here? What does the OT promise about this coming Messianic age? Do you really think
that we are currently living in these times?
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QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Dr. John Whitcomb: The Re-Offer of the Kingdom of the Messiah

Matt. 22:1 This re-offer was predicted by Jesus; They made light of the re-offer; persecution
resulted; Judgment of AD 70; the end of the theocracy of Israel on earth; Very ominous --
genuine offer confirmed by sign miracles rejected once again; Peter appealed to Moses to show
what happens to people who reject such an offer -- Deut. 18; Fulfilled prophecy is mark of
genuine revelation; The children of the prophets should have been familiar with the message of
the prophets; Gal. 3:16 — singular seed points to world-wide blessing through Christ; What a
magnificent offer; Israel was distinctive in its privileges to hear the Messianic and covenantal
promises; “Salvation is of the Jews” — John 4; change later in Acts = Gentiles being saved
without first becoming Jews: Acts 13:46; Rom. 1:16 “to the Jew first”; all that has changed
especially since AD 70 judgment

MacArthur: Necessity of Repentance — Five Results of Israel’s Repentance

Repentance therefore is based on the two things: their deed toward Christ and their attitude
toward Him and God's deed toward them in grace and the offer of forgiveness . . .

Be converted. That's an act of God. To begin with you turn around from sin exercise faith in
Jesus Christ and God changes you into His child. So both repentance and faith make up the total



which is conversion. Now Peter makes a simple appeal then; turn around, change your mind and
let God change you. . .

Now as I said, it would have been a very fair thing in some sense for God to have judged Israel at
this moment finally but He did not. And it reminds me of the occasion in the life of Jeremiah,
there were forty years of Jeremiah's ministry. And Jeremiah's ministry was a ministry of
judgment He was announcing the destruction of Jerusalem and God kept delaying it for all these
forty years in grace. And interesting that is a parallel of what we have here for Jesus being
crucified -- judgment could have come but judgment didn't come for forty years later. It was not
until 70 AD that Jerusalem was sacked and destroyed and Judaism as such was wiped out. And
God gave the same period of grace that He gave in Jeremiah's day a period of forty years.

There are five things that will happen if Israel repents.
1) Number one, their sins will be forgiven.

2) Second reason. Not only will your sins be forgiven but the kingdom will come.
The word times is kairos this has to do with a fixed, set or predetermined time.

The Jew has been hassled throughout all its history. The Jew has been moved. Israel has been
pushed and shoved all over the world mercilessly persecuted and abused, tragically treated. And
even today, one of the most despicable things in existence is anti-Semitism. The Jews have been
mistreated all through the years partly due to the fact of their own failure to recognize God and
so God has chastised them in this way. Which gives no right to any man ever to be abusive to
Israel but rather to love Israel like the apostle Paul said, "My heart's desire and prayer is for
Israel". But Israel has been under the judgment of God because of sin and they have been pushed
and shoved and abused throughout all the years. And Israel is longing for the time when they can
go somewhere and rest.

Isaiah chapter 11 describes a little of it. It's a wonderful description, “Rest shall be glorious”
Also Isaiah 35

It is the very same word in the noun form that is used in Acts 1:6 when the disciple said, "When
will thou restore the kingdom to Israel?" When are you going to give back what is ours? Here
there is the time when things are given back. Not some things but what? All things are going to
be given back to the God who rightfully owns them. That's the kingdom. And in the kingdom the
curse is removed and all these things are placed back in the control of God. Now, that's the
kingdom and he says it can't come until you repent

It's not a new offer. It's not a re-offer it's just the same standing offer Repent and you can still
have the kingdom even though you executed the King He took the execution of the King and
turned it to glory anyway.

3) The Messiah will return.

4) Judgment may be avoided

5) Promised blessing will be realized -- verse 25




Jim Sevastio: Heeding God’s Final Prophet

Two approaches to presenting the gospel: Wooing and Warning; What will happen to you if you
neglect so great a salvation? You will die in your sins; solemn warnings; promises of mercy and
forgiveness but also warnings; What will happen to us if we don’t listen to God’s great prophet;
cannot treat the grace of God lightly; primarily warning today

1. A Firm Prophecy Fulfilled (:22) — Deut. 18 prophecy

2. A Sure Privilege Announced

3. A Certain Promise Spoken

4. An Inescapable Warning Declared

David Harrell: Repentance and the Promised Kingdom

Now that God has sovereignly summoned this group to hear the message, Peter preaches the
gospel of God’s grace;

1. The Constant of Bible Prophecy (:17-18) -- something fixed, immoveable, unalterable,
unchangeable, you can take it to the bank; ignorance is no excuse; this was the pattern of the
Jews down through history; no surprise to God that Messiah was rejected by His own people; not
some fanciful allegory or meaningless spiritualization where it is anyone’s guess as to what God
means; interpret in literal and grammatical way;

2. The Cleansing of Repentance (:19) — Luke 3:3ff — ministry of John the Baptist — baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins; Jews were familiar with this theme of repentance;
symbolic rite that pictured internal reality; Is. 40:3-5; Peter’s message of repentance was nothing
new for his audience; clean up the roads in anticipation of the king coming; prepare the highway
to your heart; high places of self exaltation must be leveled; humble repentance; all of the
twisted, perverted, warped attitudes and beliefs and habits have to be straightened out; clear
away all of the debris and trash in your life; deal aggressively with every aspect of your life; God
grants repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth; ultimately repentance part of the
regenerative work of God; Jews didn’t think they needed to repent; thought they were pretty
good; today: gross distortion of gospel of Jesus Christ with respect to doctrine of repentance
today — far too offensive to call seekers to repentance; real problem is what is left out; no
understanding of being spiritually dead; no concept of being under the wrath of God and
controlled by bondage of sin; without repentance there is no salvation; change one’s mind and
purpose; turn from one direction and go another; not resolution of reformation; not just contrition
(feeling sorry for something you have done and the results); a voluntary change empowered by
the Spirit of God; accompanied by fear of God; pleading for mercy; 2 Cor. 7:9ff — nature of
genuine repentance; 2 reasons why people refuse to repent: love their sin or don’t see their sin;
Col. 2:14

3. The Certainty of the Messianic Kingdom (:20-26)



TEXT: Acts 4:1-12
TITLE: THE ONLY NAME THAT COUNTS — ONLY ONE ROAD TO GOD

BIG IDEA: THE EXCLUSIVITY OF THE GOSPEL --
SALVATION ONLY COMES BY FAITH IN THE POWER OF THE RESURRECTED
JESUS

INTRODUCTION:

Some people are name droppers ... “I know so-and-so.” Or maybe: “I know someone who
knows so-and-so.” There is only one name that counts = Jesus Christ; not religious pluralism
where it is believed that many roads lead to God

b

But here are some well known personalities who profess to believe in Jesus for salvation, but
listen to how they waffle on the controversial question of the exclusivity of the gospel ... Are
there other ways to God than through faith in Jesus Christ?

Exclusivity of the Gospel -- Look at waffling statements regarding that exclusivity —
1) Larry King interview with Joel Osteen:

KING: But don’t you think if people don’t believe as you believe, they’re somehow condemned?

OSTEEN: You know, I think that happens in our society. But I try not to do that. I tell people all
the time, preached a couple Sundays about it. I’'m for everybody. You may not agree with me,
but to me it’s not my job to try to straighten everybody out. The Gospel is called the good news.
My message is a message of hope, that’s God’s [message] for you. You can live a good life no
matter what’s happened to you. And so I don’t know. I know there is condemnation, but I don’t
feel that’s my place. . . .. [Later in the interview]

KING: What if you’re Jewish or Muslim, you don’t accept Christ at all?

OSTEEN: You know, I’m very careful about saying who would and wouldn’t go to heaven. I
don’t know . . .

KING: If you believe you have to believe in Christ? They’re wrong, aren’t they?

OSTEEN: Well, I don’t know if I believe they’re wrong. I believe here’s what the Bible teaches
and from the Christian faith this is what I believe. But I just think that only God will judge a
person’s heart. I spent a lot of time in India with my father. I don’t know all about their religion.
But I know they love God. And I don’t know. I’ve seen their sincerity. So I don’t know. I know
for me, and what the Bible teaches, I want to have a relationship with Jesus.

2) President George W. Bush — interviewed by prominent news anchor:
News Anchor: Do Christians and non-Christians, do Muslims go to heaven in your mind?

Bush: Yes they do. We have different routes of getting there. .. 1don’t get to decide who goes
to heaven . . .



3) President Obama: President Obama’s brand of Christianity leaves enough leeway to cause
confusion and concern among evangelicals.

“My particular set of beliefs may not be perfectly consistent with the beliefs of other Christians,”
Obama told Newsweek. “There’s the belief, certainly in some quarters, that if people haven’t
embraced Jesus Christ as their personal savior, they’re going to hell.”

In a discussion with Franklin Graham, Mr. Obama explained,

“I do not believe that my mother, who never formally embraced Christianity as far as I know,
went to hell.”

http://www.standingforegod.com/2010/08/obamas-nebulous-christianity/

4) Television interview of Billy Graham by Robert Schuller. Part 1, an approximately 7-
minute-long broadcast in Southern California on Saturday, May 31, 1997. The following is
an exact transcript* of an excerpt close to the end of this broadcast.

Schuller:

Graham:

Schuller:

Graham:

Schuller:

Graham:

Tell me, what do you think is the future of Christianity?

Well, Christianity and being a true believer--you know, I think there's the Body of
Christ. This comes from all the Christian groups around the world, outside the Christian
groups. I think everybody that loves Christ, or knows Christ, whether they're conscious
of it or not, they're members of the Body of Christ. And I don't think that we're going to
see a great sweeping revival, that will turn the whole world to Christ at any time. I think
James answered that, the Apostle James in the first council in Jerusalem, when he said
that God's purpose for this age is to call out a people for His name. And that's what God
is doing today, He's calling people out of the world for His name, whether they come
from the Muslim world, or the Buddhist world, or the Christian world or the non-
believing world, they are members of the Body of Christ because they've been called by
God. They may not even know the name of Jesus but they know in their hearts that they
need something that they don't have, and they turn to the only light that they have, and I
think that they are saved, and that they're going to be with us in heaven.

What, what I hear you saying that it's possible for Jesus Christ to come into human hearts
and soul and life, even if they've been born in darkness and have never had exposure to
the Bible. Is that a correct interpretation of what you're saying?

Yes, it is, because I believe that. I've met people in various parts of the world in tribal
situations, that they have never seen a Bible or heard about a Bible, and never heard of
Jesus, but they've believed in their hearts that there was a God, and they've tried to live a
life that was quite apart from the surrounding community in which they lived.

I'm so thrilled to hear you say this. There's a wideness in God's mercy.

There is. There definitely is.



Is JESUS really the Only Name that Counts??

THE EXCLUSIVITY OF THE GOSPEL -- SALVATION ONLY COMES BY FAITH IN
THE POWER OF THE RESURRECTED JESUS

Must exercise faith in the name of Jesus Christ — Must understand who Jesus really is

Not saying there is one denomination that leads to God — but One Gospel; one Savior

3 KEYS TO MAINTAINING THE EXCLUSIVITY OF THE GOSPEL

I. (:1-4) DON'T KEEP QUIET --

DESPITE INTIMIDATION/INCARCERATION — PERSECUTION CANNOT STOP
GROWING ALLEGIANCE TO JESUS CHRIST

- FOCUS ON THE EVANGELICAL APOSTLES

A. (:1-3) The Proclamation of the Gospel Incites Persecution from the Counterfeit
Religious Establishment

1. Aggressive Proclamation
“And as they were speaking to the people,”
AorobVTOV 08 adTAV TPOS TOV AoV

Bold and Dangerous mission for Peter to be openly proclaiming Christ in the heart of traditional
Judaism — right at the locale of the temple in Jerusalem; why didn’t he leave the Jews alone — if

all roads lead to God, let them just be sincere and things will turn out OK for them in the end . . .
Different strokes for different folks . . .

Peter knew they were doomed apart from faith in Jesus as their Messiah

2. Angry Persecution from the Counterfeit Religious Establishment
“the priests and the captain of the temple guard, and the Sadducees, came upon
them, being greatly disturbed”
EMECTNONV 0VTOIG Ol 1EPETg Kal 0 oTpatTNyos ToD igpod Kai ol Zaddovkaiot, S1TOVOVIEVOL

nobody likes to be exposed as being in error;

remember the antagonism of the Sadducess to any emphasis on resurrection — largely a
rationalistic party that rejected supernatural elements like angels and denied any physical
resurrection (Acts 23:8); ruling class of wealthy aristocrats; politically aligned themselves with
Romans and feared any uprising over this new teachings — especially with its kingdom emphasis

Kent: temple captain was the head of the Levitical police force which maintained order in the
temple. The Romans allowed the Jews to police the temple themselves. The captain ranked next
to the high priest in authority within the temple precincts.

Watch out for that evangelist who is always popular; everybody says nice things about him; he
never faces angry opposition; probably more of a politician and a man-pleaser than a true
evangelist



We should expect opposition; angry opposition

K %k ok sk sk

MacArthur: It is a strong word, and it means "thoroughly pained." The group of men that wanted
to stop Peter and John were in terrible mental anguish. Their anguish wasn't based on sorrow; it
was based on indignation and wrath. The same Greek word for grieve appears in Acts 16:18,
where Paul had the same anguish when he saw a woman in Philippi under the power of an evil
spirit. The priests, Sadducees, and the captain of the Temple were all very disturbed about what
Peter and John were doing. They felt that way for three reasons:

1. THEY DOUBTED THE COMPETENCY OF THE PREACHERS
a. They Were "Unlearned"
b. They Were "Ignorant"

Not only were Peter and John ignorant regarding Jewish theology, but they were commoners as
well. That's what the word "ignorant" implies. The Temple officials and religious leaders were
saying, "Who are these uneducated amateurs?" The fact that Peter and John were from Galilee
was repugnant to them. They thought Peter and John had no right to stand up in the Temple and
teach doctrines contrary to what was taught by the teachers in the Temple. The religious leaders
were angry because Peter and John's theology disagreed with their own. They wanted to protect
themselves, so they knew something had to be done about Peter and John.

2. THEY DISLIKED THE CORE OF THE PREACHING

The Temple officials and religious leaders were angry because of what Peter and John were
teaching. They didn't want to hear preaching about Jesus. They had determined that Jesus was a
blasphemer, but Peter was saying that the Jews had killed their own Messiah (Ac. 3:13-15). If
you tried to tell that to a congregation of Jewish people today, you would get a strong reaction.
Peter proclaimed Jesus as Messiah, and he indicted the whole nation of Israel for not recognizing
Him. As a result, some of the people in the Temple got angry.

3. THEY DESPISED THE CONTENT OF THE PREACHING

* %k %k ok o3k

John 15:18-19 — Jesus promised there would be persecution; 1 Pet. 2:21; 2 Tim. 3:12
Matthew 10:16, 17; Mark 13:9

3. Apostolic Preaching that was Christ-Focused and Resurrection-Oriented
“because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection
from the dead.”
S10, TO S10ACKELY OOTOVG TOV AAOV Kol KortayyAAew év Td Inood v dvactacty v €K
VEKPAV,

Teaching the people was the domain of the priests; they didn’t like someone else stepping in to
perform that role; Where were your credentials? Your ordination? Your official endorsement by
the religious establishment? not concerned for the Truth, but maintaining their position of
power and prominence



4. Abusive Policing that Assumed Their Guilt and Treated Them Unfairly
“And they laid hands on them, and put them in jail until the next day, for it was
already evening.”
Kkad EnéPaiov avtoic TG yeipag kol E0evo gic THpNoY gig TV abplov- fv yap Eomépa
non.

Apparently they were able to interact and preach for 3 hours (from 3-6 pm) and then were
interrupted and taken into custody and thrown into jail for the night

Lenski: The Jewish law forbade trials at night, a law that was most flagrantly violated in the case
of Jesus but was here observed.

B. (:4) The Proclamation of the Gospel Stimulates Abundant Faith in Jesus Christ
“But many of those who had heard the message believed; and the number of the men
came to be about five thousand.”

TOALO1 0€ TMV AKOVGAVTOV TOV AdYoV €mioTevcay kai £yevion [0] aplOuog tdv dvopdv [d¢]
YMAdEC TEVTE

Look at parallel passage in Matt. 21:23-32 “By what authority are You doing these things, and
who gave You this authority? . . . the tax collectors and prostitutes will get into the kingdom of
God before you.”

Math teacher verse — Greek word from which we get “arithmetic”

MacArthur: The number of males that came to believe was five thousand. There are two Greek
words for men: One is anthropos, which means "man" in a generic sense. The other word is
andros, which means "male"--as opposed to female. It is the latter word that appears in Acts 4:4.
So, the total number of men that became believers was five thousand.

Rom. 10:17 “So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.”

Il. (:5-7) DON’T BACK DOWN -

DESPITE INTIMIDATION/INQUISITION - POMPOSITY OF WORLDLY POWER
REFUSES TO ACKNOWLEDGE THE POWER AND AUTHORITY OF JESUS CHRIST
-- FOCUS ON THE ELITE ESTABLISHMENT (OF RELIGIOUS BIG SHOTY)

These same principles that relate to maintaining the exclusivity of the gospel are going to apply
on a lower level to new Christian doctrines that are introduced into the church against the
opposition of the established leadership (e.g. Anabaptist controversy; plurality of elder issue) —
we all have a sin nature and can manifest these same tendencies — although not to the degree that
we will see here

A. (:5-6) Religious Big Shots Protect Their Turf
“And it came about on the next day, that their rulers and elders and scribes were
gathered together in Jerusalem; and Annas the high priest was there, and Caiaphas
and John and Alexander, and all who were of high-priestly descent.”
‘Eyéverto 8¢ émi v adpilov cuvaydivar adtdv Tog dpyovtag Kai Tovg TpesPuTEPOVG Kol TOVG



ypoppoteic &v Tepovocainp, kai Avvag 0 dpylepedg kai Kaidpag kai Taodvvng koi AAEEavOpog
Kai 6601 ooy &K YEVoug GpylepoTikoD,

Big Convention — by invitation only; these were the religious elite leaders and rulers; the
Sanhedrin — composed of 70 members plus the high priest who served as president

Caiaphas was Annas’ son-in-law — both had figured prominently in trial and condemnation of
Jesus; Nepotism — gain a place of prominence and get your family in there with you

Kent: The usual meeting place of the Sanhedrin was in the Chamber of Hewn Stone, probably
situated west of the temple area.

B. (:7a) Religious Big Shots Presume to be the Supreme Court
“And when they had placed them in the center, they began to inquire,”
Kol GTHOOVTEC ADTOVG &V TA HEc® EmMuVvOGvVOVTO*

Control freaks — they set the stage to be very intimidating; this was their home turf; sat on a
raised stage in a semi-circle; position of dominance; healed man was present there with Peter and
John

Deut. 13:1-5 — set the procedures for investigating such a miracle

Peter had backed down and denied Jesus 3 times before His crucifixion — remember incident
before the servant of the high priest; found that experience to be bitterly disappointing; now he is
offered the opportunity to recant ... but his loyalty is firm

C. (:7b) Religious Big Shots Philosophize When They Should Be Submitting to Divine
Authority — Asking Key Question — but it had already been answered!

"By what power, or in what name, have you done this?"

&v moig duvapel fj v moim ovopaTL Emotoote TOUTO LUEIS;

Religious power; establishment power — We didn’t authorize this!

Sarcasm, contempt, bitterness — not dealing in an objective and reasonable sense but responding
very emotionally; pre-determining the issue; making presumptive judgments rather than
investigating the truth

1. (:8-12) DON’T WAFFLE -

IDENTIFICATION OF DISTINCTIONS - PERSON OF JESUS CHRIST ALONE CAN

ACCOMPLISH SALVATION

- FOCUS ON THE EXCLUSIVE SAVIOR

A. (:8) Recognize Divine Authority — God’s Authority Takes Precedence Over Man’s
Authority — Authoritative Proclamation Declares God’s Wisdom to Man’s
Impotence
“Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, "Rulers and elders of the people,”
Téte Tétpoc mAncheic mvevpaTog Gyiov imey mTPog adTovg: dpyoveg Tod Aaod Kol TpesPutepot,

Contrast between unlearned Peter and these high powered rulers and elders



Respectful address — despite their error

B. (:9) Leverage Good Works -- Mercy Always Triumphs Over a Critical Spirit
“if we are on trial today for a benefit done to a sick man, as to how this man has been
made well,”
el Nuelc oNnuepov dvakpvopeda mi edepyecio dvOpmdmov dcdevodc &v Tivi 00T0g GEGMmTOL,

council should have been spending their time investigating problems — not good deeds of mercy
and restoration

Martyn Lloyd-Jones: All the greatest benefits that humanity has ever known have come through
this Gospel. Good deeds! Where did hospitals come from? The Christian church. Where did
education come from? The Christian church. Where did relief for the poor and suffering come
from? The Christian church. Look at the great missionary enterprise. Look at the light that has
been taken to the dark places of the earth. . .

Look at the unreasonableness of it all. If the apostles had hit the lame man on the head, I could
understand why the authorities threw them into prison. But fancy throwing them into prison
because they had healed a man! What is it that makes people do such things? There is only one
answer: It is the blindness and the deadness that is ever produced by prejudice. Something in
human nature is malignant.

C. (:10) Preach Jesus Christ — Crucified and Raised from the Dead and Exercising
Healing Power Today
“let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus
Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead-- by this name
this man stands here before you in good health.”
YVOOTOV £0T® TAGY DUV Kol Tavtl T@ Aod Topand 61t év 1@ dvopatt Incod Xpiotod tod
Nolopoaiov dv Hueic otavpmcate, Ov 6 O£0C Fyelpey &k VEKPAV, £V TOVT® 0VTOC TAPEGTIKEV
EVOTIOV DUGV VYIC.

Nobody could dispute the reality of the healing miracle

Made his case to the leaders; made his case to the general public — same need for the one and
only Savior — only one name counts

“the Nazarene” — reference of rejection; you could not have treated Him any worse

How can you not believe in the physical resurrection? This complete and miraculous restoration
to health is a proof of the resurrection of Christ (who alone can accomplish such a feat) and a
foretaste of the coming resurrection for all

How’s your spiritual health?? Come to the Savior, the Great Physician

Martyn Lloyd-Jones: The world is refusing the only thing that can put it right. This statement
applies as much to individuals as to international politics. If there is trouble in your life; if you
feel you have gone to pieces, and all your prospects have been shattered; if you think that you
have made a mess of life and that you are a failure — then I urge you, consider the Gospel with all
your being. Ask God the Holy Spirit to give you the ability to listen with a far greater intensity
than ever before. Here is something that can put you right.



D. (:11) Expose Errors of Discernment — Religious Elite Have a Bad Track Record
"He is the stone which was rejected by you, the builders, but which became the very
corner stone.
00TG €TV 6 ABoc, 6 8E0v0evnOeic VO’ VUGV TOV 01KOSOU®Y, O YEVOUEVOCS €I KEQAATV YmViog.

Had already done this in vs. 10 above — they had chosen to crucify the one that God wanted to
exalt

(Remember how the sons of Jesse had been scrutinized as to which should become king; Samuel
overlooked David — but that was God’s choice)

Reference to Messianic prophecy of Ps. 118:22 — Jesus had applied this passage to himself
before His death — Mark 12:10

Rom. 9:33

E. (:12) Drive Home the Message of Exclusivity
"And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has
been given among men, by which we must be saved."
Kol 00K 0TIV &V AAA® 00deVi 1} canpia, 00OE Yap Ovoud 6TV £TEPOV VIO TOV OVPAVOV TO
dedopévov v avOpmmolg &v @ S&1 codijvar Hudc.

- You need to understand the problem of man’s lost condition to understand the qualifications
of the one and only Savior
0 Not just providing good moral teaching — that won’t deal with my sins
0 Not just providing a good example of how to live — that won’t deal with my sins
- You need to understand the purpose of God’s revelation in unfolding for us His unique and
exclusive plan of salvation
- You need to understand the necessity of coming to God through Jesus Christ for salvation

Obama at some point has characterized Islam as a “revealed religion” — like Christianity —
nothing could be further from the truth

Bruce: If the rulers persisted in their repudiation of Jesus, no such deliverance could be hoped for
from any other quarter or by the power of any other name . . . The course of duty and wisdom for
the rulers was therefore clear; if they refused it and persisted in their present attitude, they would

involve their nation as well as themselves in destruction.

Ps. 121:1-2 “I will lift up my eyes to the mountains; from where shall my help come? My help
comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.”

Ps. 20:7 “Some boast in chariots and some in horses, but we will boast in the name of the Lord
our God”

CONCLUSION:

We live in a pluralistic age — one that claims tolerance for all religions — but actually is
particularly intolerant towards any claim of exclusive truth.

People will react against this message of exclusivity with a number of common objections:



Josh McClellan: Are there really many roads to God — the question of religious pluralism --
Commonly asked questions:

1) What if someone is sincere in their belief? Would God really send them to hell?

2) Isn’tit arrogant for one group to claim that they have the right answer?

3) Is there anything right in other religions?

4) If only one religion is right, why are there so many religions?

5) What about all of the people who never did or never will hear about Jesus?
http://joshmcclellan.wordpress.com/2009/01/03/are-there-really-many-roads-to-god-the-
question-of-religious-pluralism/

Look at the serious problems faced by Christianity if we waffle on this issue of Exclusivity:
- Crucifixion not really essential
- Evangelism and Foreign Missions could be viewed as detrimental — increases the
light which people have; therefore increases their accountability
- Makes Christ and the Apostles liars since they clearly taught this principle:

0 “For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are
few who find it.” Matt. 7:14

o “l am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but
through Me.” John 14:6

o “If any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is
to be accursed!” Gal. 1:6-9

Don’t Be Quiet

Don’t Back Down
Don’t Waffle

* %k %k sk sk ok ok ok ok o3k

DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:
1) What should we conclude about our testimony if we never face any angry opposition?

2) Why would the religious leaders ask the apostles a question which they had already publicly
answered?

3) What are the practical implications of the exclusivity of the gospel message?

4) How do these same principles apply to not compromising in other areas of biblical
conviction?

* %k %k sk sk ok ok ok ok o3k

QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Mark Farrow: Here’s how the great Southern Gospel quartet, The Imperials, expressed this
concept in their unique song, “Old Buddha” [not politically correct ... but then look how the OT



prophets made fun of the idols of their day]

Well, old Buddha was a man

And I’'m sure that he did well,
But I pray for his disciples

Lest they end up in hell,

And I’m sure that old Mohammed
Was sure he knew the way,

But it won’t be Hari Krishna

We stand before on judgment day.

Chorus:

No, it won’t be old Buddha
That’s sitting on the throne,
And it won’t be old Mohammed
That’s calling me home,

And it won’t be Hari Krishna
That plays that trumpet tune,
And we’re going to see the Son,
Not Reverend Moon!

Well, I don’t hate anybody,

So please don’t take me wrong,

But there really is a message

In this simple song,

See, there’s only one way — Jesus,

If eternal life’s your goal,

And meditation of the mind,

It won’t save your soul.
http://www.lamblion.com/xfiles/publications/magazines/Lamplighter MayJunl0_ Roads.pdf

MacArthur: How to Handle Persecution

Today, Satan usually directs persecution not to a person's physical body, but to his ego. He
focuses on pride, the desire for acceptance, or the desire for status. That's very effective. Satan
doesn't often threaten a Christian by saying, "If you witness, I'll cut your head off." He threatens
a believer by saying, "If you witness, you might lose your job, your status--or someone might
think you are strange." The techniques Satan uses today have a tremendous effect in a subtle
way. He has found that it is very effective to kill the church by making it complacent, indolent,
fat, rich, and socially oriented. The church has watered down its theology to accommodate the
world. That is a more successful form of persecution than having all Christians boiled in oil!

How to handle persecution:
- Be submissive to persecution
- Be filled with the Holy Spirit
- Be bold and use opportunities to preach the gospel

Ron Ritchie: We are living in the age of the Spirit, whom God has put within us to give us power
to be witnesses of Jesus Christ. Notice that this entire episode in the temple began with a good
work, through the love and compassion of the disciples for a lame man. God then took that good



work and turned it into a testimony for his namesake; and out of that testimony came
persecution, and out of persecution 5,000 men came to salvation in Jesus. Would you want to
live any other way? Life would be so dull and monotonous without the Holy Spirit within us.
When you are walking in the Spirit you can anticipate these kinds of events. God will use you for
his honor and glory.

John Piper: There is Salvation in No One Else

If you compare the kingdom of God to a building, then the builders are the religious leaders.
They examined the stone called Jesus of Nazareth to see if he could be a brick in the wall of
truth. They said No and rejected him and threw him out as unusable. But God, the main architect,
came along and saw the stone lying in the grave and picked him up and made him not only a
brick in the wall, but the head of the corner—the chief stone in the building. Men rejected Jesus
as a merely local menace with no significance beyond the killing hill of Golgotha. But God has
made Jesus the universal head over all his house. As Acts 2:36 says: “God has made him both
Lord and Christ." . . .

Sometimes people will say, "Yes, Jesus is the only source of salvation, but you don't have to
know him in order to benefit from the salvation he offers. In other words, if you are a faithful
Muslim or Hindu or Jew or animist, you will be saved by Jesus. There is salvation in no one else,
but you don't have to believe on him in order to be saved by him."

But that is not what Peter meant. Peter focused on the NAME of Jesus. "There is no other NAME
under heaven by which we must be saved." He is saying something more than that there is no
other source of saving power that you can be saved by under some OTHER name. The point of
saying, "There is no other NAME," is that we are saved by calling on the name of the Lord Jesus.
His name is our entrance into fellowship with God. The way of salvation by faith is a way that
brings glory to the name of Jesus. Peter says in Acts 10:43, "Every one who believes in him
receives forgiveness of sins through his name." The name of Jesus is the focus of faith and
repentance. In order to believe on Jesus for the forgiveness of sins, you must believe on his
name. That is, you must have heard of him and know who he is as a particular man who did a
particular saving work and rose from the dead.

Bob Deffinbaugh: Truth or Consequences

There is no specific charge made against the apostles. Rather, the “trial” seems to be more of a
“fishing expedition” in which the religious leaders seek to find some transgression of the law or
of their traditions, giving them a handle on the situation. There is plenty of innuendo and a great
deal of intimidation evident here. Perhaps they can at least succeed in scaring these men into
giving up their activities. . .

The issue is a familiar one—that of the authority of the apostles. How often Jesus was challenged
in the same way. As the highest religious body in the land, this group felt they should authorize
all teaching and ministry in their midst, especially that which was done in the precincts of the
temple. Just who did these two “nobody’s” think they were, going into the temple as if they
owned the place, doing and teaching whatever they wished? There is a clear indication that any
ministry performed required their approval, which was not granted. There may also be the
inference that the power by which the miracle was performed (a miracle which they could not
deny) was other than the power of God.38 If they could establish any demonic involvement, they
would have a case against these men.



TEXT: Acts 4: 13-22
TITLE: OBEYING GOD RATHER THAN MAN

BIG IDEA:
SUPERNATURAL POWER OF JESUS CHRIST CANNOT BE EFFECTIVELY
OPPOSED - CHRISTIAN TESTIMONY CANNOT BE SILENCED

INTRODUCTION:

Persecution has never been effective in stopping the growth of Christianity and the spread of the
gospel. In fact the opposite has proven true: Persecution has always created a climate of growth
for Christianity down through church history. Satan’s tactics have not changed; and God
continues to demonstrate that it is impossible to effectively silence Christian testimony. That
was true back in the first century church with Peter and John and it remains true today in the
many places around the globe where physical persecution is inflicted.

Tactics of the Enemy:
1) Threatening the Preachers -- example of Peter and John we will study today

2) Killing the Missionaries

Karen Watson was one of our young missionaries to Irag. On March 15, 2004, she was killed by
unknown assailants. Later an envelope was found that said, “Open in case of death.” Inside was a
letter that said in part: “Dear Pastor Phil and Pastor Roger, You should only be opening this in
the event of death. When God calls there are no regrets. I tried to share my heart with you as
much as possible, my heart for the nations. I wasn’t called to a place; I was called to Him. To
obey was my objective, to suffer was expected, His glory my reward,. . .

The missionary heart: Cares more than some think is wise; Risks more that some think is safe;
Dreams more than some think is practical; Expects more than some think is possible. I was
called not to comfort or to success but to obedience. . . . There is no Joy outside of knowing
Jesus and serving Him. I love you two and my church family. In His care, Salaam, Karen”
http://bbcelders.wordpress.com/2007/05/20/sermon-notes-acts-41-22-acts-sermons-8/

3) Burning the Bibles

a. We are familiar with the fact that the English Reformer William Tyndale was burned
at the stake for his labours in seeking to provide a faithful translation of the Scriptures in the
English language. In fact, Rome persecuted the translation and circulation of the Scriptures in all
the countries of the European Reformation. The persecution was particularly fierce, however, in
England and Scotland. The threat of being put to death as a heretic did not extend merely to
translating the Scriptures into the English language, but also even to reading or possessing such a
translation or any part of it.

As Tyndale translated and published portions of Scripture in English it was eagerly taken up and
read. Although many thousands of copies of Tyndale's translation were printed, so fierce was the
persecution that only one complete copy of the first edition has survived the systematic
destruction ordered by the Romanist clerics. Tyndale knew that the Roman Catholic authorities
would go far beyond destroying the printed copies of his translation: 'In burning the New
Testament, they did none other thing than I looked for; no more shall they do if they burn me
also, if it be God's will it shall so be. Nevertheless in translating the New Testament I did my



duty and so do I now...".
http://www.fpchurch.org.uk/News/view.php?id=26

b. Read articles about how Christians right now are being killed in Somalia and how
bibles are being burned in Pakistan .... And other atrocities and acts of persecution ... the media
chooses to ignore most of these incidents

Why are we fearful about bearing witness for the Lord Jesus Christ? Why do we need
encouragement to be courageous and speak our convictions? We face more subtle forms of
mockery and rejection. But we need to be equally convinced that Jesus is alive and powerful and
victorious in working through us today.

SUPERNATURAL POWER OF JESUS CHRIST CANNOT BE EFFECTIVELY
OPPOSED - CHRISTIAN TESTIMONY CANNOT BE SILENCED --

FOUR FAILURES OF THE FUTILE ATTEMPTS OF CHRISTIAN PERSECUTORS

I. (:13-14) NO REFUTATION -- IMPRESSIVE SUPERNATURAL POWER CANNOT
BE REFUTED - EVEN BY THE PERSECUTORS OF CHRISTIANITY -
WHAT CAN BE SAID TO REFUTE THE POWER OF JESUS?
A. Observing the Boldness (and Effectiveness) in Witnessing Impresses
“Now as they observed the confidence of Peter and John,”
Bempoivteg 6¢ v 100 [1éTpov mappnciov kol Todvvov

Even in the Business world the importance of confidence is recognized: Sales tips magazine:
approach the customer with Confidence

What contributed to their confidence — find out that they spent time with Jesus; been
transformed by the power of God so that they were progressively becoming more and more like
Jesus — could speak the truth with authority and conviction like He did; did not rely on their own
natural abilities ... so were not dismayed by their own deficiencies; believed in the power and
presence of Jesus — who had promised to give them the words to speak when they faced such
tense situations — had been commanded by Jesus to preach this message (1:8); not even afraid of
death; confident in their resurrection

Martyn Lloyd-Jones: Courageous Christianity — Because the Christian faith is supernatural, we
do not need to be clever to understand it or put it into practice. This is the remarkable thing.

You may call it the paradox of the Christian message. Here we have the profoundest truth in the
world about everything to do with men and women, life, living, death, the cosmos, and God. Yet
this truth is never arrived at as the result of intellectual effort. .. So being a Christian does not
depend upon us, but entirely upon God and His power and what He has done in the person of His
only begotten, dearly beloved Son. You see God at work in these disciples. Look at the way
they could stand and reason before this great council and confute them.

B. Understanding the Bankruptcy of Natural Ability Impresses
1. No Formal Theological Education
“and understood that they were uneducated”
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We get English word “grammatical” — not that they were illiterate; but not formally schooled in
the Rabbinical system

2. No Professional Training
“and untrained men,”
Kol 101®dTat,

Stott: laymen or unprofessional; common, ordinary folks — nothing special in the way of
brilliance and debating skill

We have same prejudice against laymen in Christian circles today — people want to protect their
turf; Remember it is God who gives out the credentials and the enablement and the giftedness;
Seminaries have their role but we don’t want the lack of a degree to be a disqualification for
effectively developing and using your spiritual gift

Same charge leveled against Jesus by the Jews: John 7:15 “How has this man become learned,
having never been educated?” — Jesus pointed them back to the ultimate authority and
empowering and enlightening of His Heavenly Father (Matt. 7:28-29; Luke 20:19-26)

C. Marveling at the Bond to Jesus Christ Impresses
“they were marveling, and began to recognize them as having been with Jesus.”
g0avpalov éneyivookdy te odTodg 81t GOV @ Incod foav,

Most important credential for Christian leadership — spending intimate time with Jesus — close
bond of fellowship and communion; genuine disciple in the way you live; in what you teach;
becoming more like Jesus

D. Seeing the Resurrected Phenomenon Leaves Persecutors with no Answer
“And seeing the man who had been healed standing with them, they had nothing to say in
reply.”

16V 1€ GvOpmmOV PAETOVTEG GOV aTOIG £6TATO TOV TEDEPUMEVUEVOV OVSEV ETYOV AVTEITETV.

New creature in Jesus Christ
Sanhedrin had thought that this confrontation with the apostles would be a piece of cake; a
pushover; ends up with them having nothing to say

Boice: It is hard to miss that Luke used this word “standing” intentionally, for emphasis, and
perhaps for irony. He could have said merely, “They could see the man who had been healed
with them.” But this was a man who previously couldn’t stand. And there is this too. The
Greek word for “resurrection” is anastasis. The basic part of anastasis, stasis, is the word for
“standing.” To the Greek mind resurrected people were people who were standing up, as
opposed to dead people, who were lying down. So there was a sense in which this “resurrected”
man was a symbol of the very gospel Peter and the others were proclaiming.

Longenecker: But even the miraculous is not self-authenticating apart from openness of heart



and mind; and the Sadducees’ preoccupation with protecting their vested interests shut them off
from really seeing the miracle that occurred.

Toussaint: The apostles were thus experiencing what Christ had promised (Matt. 10:19-20; Luke
12:11-12; 21:12-15).

Sanhedrin needs to come up with a plan of action; this business about Jesus and the resurrection
has proven to be more of a pain than they bargained for

Il. (:15-17) NO RECOURSE -- INTIMIDATING SCHEMING PERSECUTORS SEEK

TO PUT A LID ON CHRISTIAN TESTIMONY -

WHAT CAN BE DONE TO STOP THE SPREAD OF CHRISTIANITY?

A. (:15-16) The Problem Faced by God’s Enemies
“But when they had ordered them to go aside out of the Council, they began to confer
with one another, saying, "What shall we do with these men? For the fact that a
noteworthy miracle has taken place through them is apparent to all who live in
Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it.”
KEAEVOOVTEG 08 aDTOVG EEM TOD cuvedpiov ameAdely cuvEBarlov Tpog AAAAOVG AéyovTes: Ti
TOWOWUEV TOIG AVOPAOTOIS TOVTOLS; OTL HEV YAP YVOOGTOV GMUETOV YEYOVEY 01’ adTAV THCLY TOIG
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Bock: “Noteworthy” — refers to an obvious, unusual event, a manifest miracle; points to God’s
activity

Boice: frustration of the leaders — They had eliminated Jesus, but his influence was still with
them — and spreading.

B. (:17) The Pressure of a Gag Order
“But in order that it may not spread any further among the people, let us warn them to
speak no more to any man in this name.”
AL Tva ) énl mielov Stoveun O] €ig TOv Aadv dneilnodpeda ovToig UNKETL AOAETV €L T®
ovouoTL TOOTE PUNdevi AvlphOTV.

Kent: They decided therefore to issue a restraining order prohibiting further speaking of any sort
in the name of Christ. The threat was an absolute restriction: they must henceforth speak to no
one regarding the message of Christ. It now became illegal to preach the gospel, whether in
mass meeting or by personal encounter.

Different if employer warns you against taking work time to distract people and to witness
excessively in a way that cuts into your productivity at your job

Bock: One of the effects of hardheartedness is that it not only blocks the individual from
responding to God but also can influence others in the same direction.



1. (:18-20) NO REAL AUTHORITY - IRREPRESSIBLE SUBMITTED PREACHERS
RECOGNIZE GOD’S AUTHORITY OVER MAN’S —
GREAT COMMISSION CANNOT BE OVERRULED!
A. (:18) Bogus Command
“And when they had summoned them, they commanded them not to speak or teach at all
in the name of Jesus.”
Kol koréoavteg antovg mapnyyethay 10 Kodolov un e0éyyecbatl unde diddokey Eml @ dvouaTt
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What did God leave us here on this earth to do?

B. (:19) Appeal to Ultimate Authority
“But Peter and John answered and said to them, “Whether it is right in the sight of God
to give heed to you rather than to God, you be the judge;’”
6 8¢ Iétpog kol Todvvng dmokpldévteg lmov mpdg adTovg: &l dikodv éotty dvdmov Tod Ogod
VUGV dxovew pariov fj Tod Beod, kpivate:

Don’t make this appeal lightly; if there is a way to comply with the orders of the government
without compromising our obedience to God, we need to comply — no matter how painful or
uncomfortable or undesirable — this is a very unique circumstance where Civil Disobedience is
not only allowed by Required

Remember the counsel of Peter in his epistles about obeying unjust rulers — 1 Pet. 2:13-14
“Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human institution, whether to a king as the one
in authority, or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of
those who do right.”

Remember the example of Daniel who would not bow down to King Nebuchadnezzar and
disobeyed the edict of the king — did it openly; did it with full acceptance of the consequences;
was not trying to foster political rebellion; was not physically fighting the King

Remember the Great Commission

Longenecker: But where that established authority stood in opposition to God’s authority, thus
becoming in effect demonic, the early believers knew where their priorities lay and judged all
religious forms and functions from a Christocentric perspective.

C. (:20) Necessity of Proclaiming Christ
“for we cannot stop speaking what we have seen and heard."
0¥ duvaueba yop MuUEig 6 eidapey Kol fKovoapeY Ur ACAELV.

Testimony of Martin Luther — ordered by the Roman Catholic Church to cease preaching a
gospel of salvation by grace alone by faith alone; need to add a works component to that
message:
“I cannot and will not recant anything, for to go against conscience is neither right nor
safe. Here I stand, I can do no other, so help me God. Amen. *



IV. (:21-22) NO RESOLUTION -- IMPRESSIVE SUPERNATURAL POWER
FRUSTRATES PERSECUTORS WHILE BRINGING GREAT GLORY TO GOD -
GLORY OF GOD CANNOT BE SQUELCHED!
A. Impotence Facing the Frustrated Persecutors -- All Bark and No Bite — nothing they
could do

“And when they had threatened them further, they let them go”

01 8¢ TPOGUTEIANGAUEVOL ATEAVGOV ADTOVG,

Nobody likes to be brought face to face with their own lack of power and helplessness

In later confrontations they add more specific terms to their threat — beatings, etc. Acts 5:40 — at
this point they are all words with no action

The apostles had just called their bluff; exposed them as being without any authority as
compared to the supreme authority of God; exposed them as not being legitimate spiritual leaders
and not speaking for God at all ... all they could do was make empty threats and let them go

B. Irony Facing the Frustrated Persecutors -- Hands Tied Politically
“(finding no basis on which they might punish them) on account of the people, because
they were all glorifying God for what had happened;”
undev 0piocKovTEG TO TAG KOAAGMVTOL DTOVG, O1d TOV AoV, OTL mhvteg £06Ealov Tov Beov &nt
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Searching for some grounds on which to hold these men and punish them — but their popularity
made that impossible

Exactly what they did not want to happen was taking place and there was nothing they could do
about it — How ironic!

They wanted to shut up any mention of Jesus — but everybody was talking about the great
miracle and attributing it to the power of Jesus Christ and making the connection to His deity —
resulting in glorifying God

C. Hlustration of God’s Power Facing the Frustrated Persecutors
“for the man was more than forty years old on whom this miracle of healing had been
performed.”
2T®OV Yap MV TAEOVOV TEGGEPAKOVTA O GvOpmTOg £ OV YEYOVEL TO oNEioV TodTO Thg idcENC.

Could not deny this obvious miracle; it was clearly a work of mercy and compassion; could not
be criticized in any way

CONCLUSION:

How are we doing in being bold and courageous to testify to what we have experienced of Jesus
Christ and His power in our lives?

Not difficult to be a witness — just need to speak up — doesn’t mean that we won’t experience any
fear ... just that we will be faithful and trust God and be more concerned with pleasing Him

SUPERNATURAL POWER OF JESUS CHRIST CANNOT BE EFFECTIVELY
OPPOSED - CHRISTIAN TESTIMONY CANNOT BE SILENCED --
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DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:
1) What contributed to the tremendous confidence of Peter and John?
2) What factors need to be considered before participating in any form of civil disobedience?

3) When have you been confronted with the hard choice of whether to obey God rather than
submit to the pressure of man?

4) How do the enemies of the gospel try to confuse the issues and raise smokescreens to disguise
the fact that they have no real answer for a resurrected Jesus Christ?

K %k %k sk sk ok ok ok ok o3k

QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Bock: These first-century Spirit-filled men knew their calling and would not be deterred. They
would serve and preach God’s way through Jesus, the only one through whom salvation comes.
They show that suffering is not to be feared, nor is it necessarily an indication of failure. In fact,
it may well come with the territory of sharing the need for Jesus in a world that seeks self-
sufficiency (John 15:20). God has not called them to preach a gospel without sacrifice. If Jesus,
the servant and example, experienced sacrifice and rejection by many, should those who follow
him expect anything different? Those who minister with an appreciation of this truth and let God
use his people as his vessels will not fear being poured out in whatever manner God calls for.

Wiersbe: All of us need to follow Peter’s example and make our decisions on the basis of “Is it
right?” and not “Is it popular?” or “Is it safe?”” However, we must be sure that we have the clear
teaching of the Word of God on our side before we take a stand against the authority of the
government. Peter knew what the Lord had commanded the believers to do (Acts 1:8), and he
was going to obey Him at any cost.

Martyn Lloyd-Jones:

Reasons for the defiance of the authorities here by the apostles:

1) Lord had commanded them to preach; they understood the message; they had been personally
transformed by the gospel and power of Christ; they had compassion for the lost condition of the
people; Have to give an account before judgment seat of Christ

2) Not to preach would have made life not worth living; “To me to live is Christ”

3) They were no longer afraid of death

How can Unbelief and Rejection be explained?

1) Look at the spirit of prejudice that animated these Sanhedrin leaders; antagonistic; defensive;
goes beyond unbelief to outright persecution; claim to be objective and open-minded and
scientific when they are exactly the opposite

2) Unreasonableness of unbelief — rejecting facts (resurrection of Jesus, healing of lame man),
not opinions or theories; these things were “seen and heard;” What is your objection in terms of
reason? Look at the results in terms of transformed lives; Look at the persistence of the church




down through the ages; Look at what the Christian church has accomplished for good in the
world

3) Look at the bankruptcy of unbelief — just making dogmatic arrogant assertions with no basis;
Can be explained only on the basis of the Fall having blinded and corrupted man’s thinking; You
need to judge for yourself and be prepared to receive the consequences of your action. If you
reject Jesus, you will probably be popular in the schoolroom tomorrow morning, or in the bar, or
in the office, or in the factory. But people there are not your judges; God is your judge, and you
will have to explain to Him

Dan Broadwater: Embracing and Sharing the Story

This text has to do with courage; Drucker: no organization can depend on genius; must enable
common men to do uncommon things; Christians seem to be speaking less and less; Fear has
very little to do with courage and whether or not God is eager to use you to speak in spite of your
fears; Story begins with two men having great courage; How do we move from fear to boldness
and courage; How do we get courage in us? Hanging out with Jesus; Regular, ordinary people; 1
Cor. 1:25; God is not real interested in higher institutions of learning; going into battle, God
says: “You have too many; cut some down so you depend on Me;” If you think you are too
small to have an impact, try going to bed with a mesquite in the room; God using these men to
speak against the professionals of the religious establishment; Christian courage can be
courageous

Clark Tanner: The Confidence of Peter and John

Peter and John and the others stood before thousands, and then stood before those who would
most strongly oppose them in those early days, and were able to say, not with cockiness or self-
aggrandizing, but in cheerful courage and freedom of speech, ‘we must obey God rather than
men’, because their confidence was established on what they knew in their hearts to be true,
based on their own investigation and examination over a period of more than three years, and
confirmed by the witness and testimony of the Holy Spirit in them, who points to truth and
€Xposes erTor.

CONFIDENCE MISPLACED

In sharp contrast were the Pharisees and the Sadducees, whose confidence was in self and the
knowledge that self can gain, which is always, being subject to the sin nature, colored and
confined by man’s prejudices, preconceptions and previous input from others.

They had a religion without power. The cold, dead letter of the Law. Their pride was in their
tenacious study and adherence to the Law and their study of the prophets, and although Christ
was on every page of those scrolls, they couldn’t see it, and they weren’t about to let anyone
change their thinking.

Confidence, misplaced, is like bungee jumping off an 80 foot cliff with a 90 foot cord.
What good does it do me to have confidence in error? None. Worse, it is dangerous to me and
my relationships with others.

The Master’s Bible Church: The Power of Conviction

Convictions are non-negotiable beliefs that can powerfully impact a world of preferences;

I. (:13-14) The Sanhedrin’s Problem — Jesus was a nuisance that would not go away; like
trying to stomp out an oil fire; the more you stomp on it the more it spreads; Look at their



reaction:

1. Observed — our word theater — nothing more than an amusing spectacle for them; a couple of
unlearned men trying to debate with their high-powered leaders; “Confidence” = no
equivocation, no hesitation; freedom in speaking;

2. Understanding — scribes were expert at debate; this will be fun; we will easily put these guys
down;

3. Marveling — Not only were Peter and John confident but pretty competent also

4. Recognizing them as having been with Jesus — now fun was over for the Sanhedrin; Jesus was
back, personified in these two ordinary fishermen from Galilee; “Jesus appointed 12 that they
might be with Him”; Luke 6:40; shared convictions and confidence and power of Jesus; they
were so much like Jesus; pesky lame man made it difficult for them to refute what the apostles
were saying; opponents left with absolutely nothing to say = their enormous problem; they had to
come up with a plan

I1. (:15-16) The Sanhedrin’s Plan to Solve Their Problem = Threaten them with Threats
Need solution for this thorny, unpleasant problem; coming together for counsel was a wise thing
for them to do; did not even consider the option of repentance and embracing Christ; they had
immersed themselves in the darkness of deception; used word for sign miracle; they refused to
believe in Jesus to whom this sign pointed; how could they have so lost touch with reality? John
3:19 — they were under God’s judgment; let us threaten them with a threat — meaningless, but it
was all they had; Acts 5:40 they get more severe and threaten them with a beating; here nothing
specific threatened; their helpless ability to control the situation; they had to stop the
incriminating truth that they had killed the Messiah; used medical terms that referred to cancer;
the truth that Jesus had returned from the dead and was saving people was viewed by the
Sanhedrin as a cancer

I11. (:17-20) The Sanhedrin’s Perplexity -- Difficulty for compromisers to deal with those who
refuse to compromise; they don’t understand that type of conviction approach; speak and teach
both refer to public communication; if apostles had complied, church history would have gone a
different route; church would have collapsed; everything hinged on willingness of apostles to be
witnesses for Jesus; even to do so when they received threats like this; they had no intention of
obeying the Sanhedrin — told them this while still in their custody; apostles had no other option —
God = highest authority; Sanhedrin never gave an answer — it was obvious and they didn’t dare
say to disobey God; they were on horns of a dilemma; Peter had indicted them for being at odds
with the God they claimed to serve; “We cannot stop speaking” — direct command from Christ;
witnesses have a very easy job; need to be faithful witnesses; example of Martin Luther —
commanded to no longer teach salvation by grace alone, by faith alone; you have to include
works in there: “Unless I am convicted by Scripture .... I will not recant ...”

IV. (:21-22) The Sanhedrin’s Paralysis — Impotent; unable to take any sort of official action
against Peter and John; “not finding the how we might punish them” so that the people won’t
react against us; needed an excuse or at least a reason for doing it; checkmated by Peter and
John; no possibility of faking his healing
http://www.mastersbible.com/MP3s/18Acts4.13-22.mp3




TEXT: Acts 4:23-31
TITLE: CHURCH PRAYER THE KEY TO MISSIONARY POWER

BIG IDEA:
PERSECUTION UNITES THE CHURCH TO PRAY TO THE SOVEREIGN GOD FOR
SPIRIT-FILLED MISSIONARY POWER

INTRODUCTION:

Like my family, you have probably attended many missionary conferences. You have heard the
reports of those who served on the foreign field in pioneering efforts, blazing a trail for the
reception of the gospel of Jesus Christ. You have heard of the difficulties and opposition which
they faced. You have been challenged to support the missionaries — not only financially — but
even more importantly — in prayer for specific needs. You have encouraged these missionaries
to continue to persevere and proclaim the Gospel with boldness and courage.

Here is the account of the very first missionary conference. But the people involved had much
more than just an academic interest. They had skin in the game. Peter and John had not yet
crossed cultural lines; they were still ministering in Jerusalem — preaching the fact and
significance of the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ and even being used by God to
perform works of healing. Now they had encountered the initial rumblings of intimidation and
persecution. Dragged before the Sanhedrin, they were commanded to stop preaching in the name
of Jesus. They were threatened with severe consequences if they refused to cease and desist.
How would these apostolic leaders respond to this challenge? The people listening to Peter and
John had feared for their safety — uncertain of how things would turn out before the Sanhedrin.
Now they needed confidence and boldness to fulfill the Great Commission.

PERSECUTION UNITES THE CHURCH TO PRAY TO THE SOVEREIGN GOD FOR
SPIRIT-FILLED MISSIONARY POWER

3 MISSIONARY ACTIVITIES WHEN CONFRONTED WITH PERSECUTION:

Each introduced by a short connective clause that gives the reason or occasion for that activity:
(:23) “And when they had been released,” leads to Missionary Playback
(:24) “And when they heard this,” leads to Missionary Prayer
(:31) “And when they had prayed,” leads to Missionary Power

I. (:23) MISSIONARY PLAYBACK (REPORT) UNEDITED
The Reason for the Missionary Activity (the Occasion) = After Release from Unfriendly
Custody

“And when they had been released,”

Amolvbévteg 6¢

A. The Reunion = The Christian Community
“they went to their own companions,”
MBov mpodg Todg idiovg



This group probably included more than just the other apostles — not sure how many believers
were gathered together — probably praying for a successful outcome for Peter and John; sense of
excitement and anticipation when you are in the front lines of trying to reach people for Jesus
Christ; apart from being immersed in the activity of witnessing, the church quickly loses its
vitality

Look at how Jesus regarded those in the family of God as “His own”

John 13:1 “Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing that His hour had come that
He should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world,
He loved them to the end.”

Genuine believers view people as being in either the camp of the unsaved or the believing
Christian community — unbelievers do not look at the world in that type of dichotomy

B. The Report = Blow by Blow Account
“and reported all that the chief priests and the elders had said to them.”
Kol dmiyyeihoy oa Tpog aTodg ol dpylepeic kai ol mpeaPoTepotL Elmay.

Carrying back word from a happening

We have all heard missionary reports where the details had been edited to make the situation
appear as positive and encouraging as possible

Did not sugar coat things; did not put some type of spin on what was said. They were able to
deal with the reality of the threats because they trusted in a higher authority.

They were in a partnership — a fellowship of gospel ministry — and everybody was interested in
the details

Notice their response: not wringing their hands in anxiety; not spending time speculating what
course of action they should take or how would things play out

Il. (:24-30) MISSIONARY PRAYER UPLIFTED
(:24a) The Reason for the Missionary Activity = After Hearing the Intimidating Threats
“And when they heard this,”

o1 8¢ dxovoavTEg

A. (:24b) Prayer for Missionary Success Directed in Unity to the Creator of the Universe
— Addressed to Sovereign God of Historic Creation
“they lifted their voices to God with one accord and said, ‘O Lord, it is Thou who didst
make the heaven and the earth and the sea, and all that is in them,””
opofupadov Rpav vy Tpodg TOV B0V Kol eimav: dE6moTa, GV O TOW GG TOV 0VPAVOV Kol TV
Y1V Kai v 0dAaccav Kol Tavta T £V a0Tols,

“With one accord” -- With one mind, one purpose, by common consent — Acts 1:14; 2:46; 5:12

Recall Hezekiah’s prayer in Is. 37:16-20



(Ex0d.20:11; Neh. 9:6; Ps. 146:6; Isa. 37:16)
Kent: “despot” = absolute ruler

Stott: a term used of a slave owner and a ruler of unchallengeable power. The Sanhedrin might
utter warnings, threats and prohibitions, and try to silence the church, but their authority was
subject to a higher authority still, and the edicts of men cannot overturn the decrees of God.

Bock: The Greek term does not have the negative connotation of the English.

Importance of maintaining Biblical view of Origins -- Creation — look at how evolution drains
passages like this of this force and application

Deffinbaugh: Jeremiah chapter 32 contains a rather striking parallel to our text. Here Jeremiah is
thrown into jail by Zedekiah, king of Judah, for prophesying that Jerusalem and Israel would fall
to the Babylonians. The people of Israel were instructed not to resist this (32:1-6). In response to
all that happened, Jeremiah prayed, beginning with these words:

“‘Ah Lord God! Behold, Thou hast made the heavens and the earth by Thy great power and by
Thine outstretched arm! Nothing is too difficult for Thee, ...”” (Jeremiah 32:17).

The key phrase, based on the fact that God is the Creator of the heavens and the earth is this:
“Nothing is too difficult for Thee.” To Jeremiah and to the other Old Testament saints who
found assurance in the fact that God is the Creator, the bottom line was simply that He who
could create all things could also control them. Here he was predicting the downfall of
Jerusalem, just as the apostles would do centuries later. And just as the king was persecuting
Jeremiah, so the political and religious authorities were persecuting the apostles. And just as
Jeremiah prayed to the Creator of the heavens and the earth, so did the early church.

B. Prayer for Missionary Success Based on Prophetic Historical Perspective and
Providential Fulfillment
— Addressed to Sovereign God of Prophetic Revelation
1. (:25-26) Prophecy of Opposition to Christ — Emphasis on the Futility of the
Opposition vs. the Supremacy of Christ
“who by the Holy Spirit, through the mouth of our father David Thy servant, didst
say, 'Why did the Gentiles rage, And the peoples devise futile things? The kings
of the earth took their stand, And the rulers were gathered together against the
Lord, and against His Christ.”

0 0D TATPOC UGV 010 TVEVUATOS Gyiov 6TOUATOG Aaid TOdOS GOV EimmV: tvarti
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“rage” — literally of the actions of a high-spirited horse; snort and neigh; stomp; Breeder’s Cup
races yesterday — filly Zenyatta was undefeated in 19 races — finally beaten by a nose ... see all
of these horses prance around before being loaded into the gate; some high-spirited, difficult to
control majestic animals;



figuratively: be arrogant, be insolent; to rave; to be incensed;

“devise futile things” -- Plot empty things, conspire; empty, futile, without results

The Lord laughs at their futile opposition; He was not worried by the empty words of the
Sanhedrin; the rulers of this earth owe their next breath to the master of the universe; they are but
dust

Why do we arrogantly think we can oppose God and His plan of salvation? Why do we try to
run our lives without submitting to His rule? Why do we think that our rebellion will go
unchecked? Why do we rage and waste our life in futile pursuits? The end game is no surprise —
God has revealed to us what will take place in the future. We have already seen the fulfillment
of the prophecies relating to the first coming of Christ.

Bock; “Messiah” points to Davidic messianic authority especially as it relates to the arrival in
power of the kingdom and the defeat of evil. “Servant” points to one who, like David, obeyed
God and was fully at his disposal, and it points to his suffering as well. Just as David had
enemies, as Ps. 2 notes, so did Jesus. Both figures, however, were God’s chosen and anointed.

Wiersbe: Psalm 2 describes the revolt of the nations against the Lord and His Christ. The psalm
originally grew out of the crowning of a new king in Israel, perhaps David, but its ultimate
message points to the King of Kings, Jesus Christ. Whenever a new king was enthroned, the
vassal rulers around were required to come and submit to him, but some of them refused to do
this. God only laughed at their revolt, for He knew that they could never stand up against His
King.

-- Addressed to Sovereign God of Historical Fulfillment
2. (:27-28) Fulfillment of Opposition to Christ — Emphasis on the Sovereignty of God
“For truly in this city there were gathered together against Thy holy servant
Jesus, whom Thou didst anoint, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the
Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, to do whatever Thy hand and Thy purpose
predestined to occur.” [this is key portion]

cuviyOnoav yap €n’ dAndeiog €v Tf) moAel TavTn €mi TOV dylov maidd cov Incodv ov
&xproag, Hpoong te xai [1ovtiog [Tikdtog cvv €Bvecty kai Aaoig Topani, motfcot 6ca
1N x&ip oov kai 1 BovAr| [cov] Tpodpioey yevéchai.

“Thy hand” — in the sense of power and control

“predestined” — Rom. 8:29-30;
1 Corinthians 2:7 “but we speak God's wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom, which God
predestined before the ages to our glory;”

Deffinbaugh: The reference to Herod harks back to the account in Luke 23:7-12, where Pilate,
learning that Jesus is a Galilaean, performs a diplomatic courtesy by referring him to Herod.
Luke is the only one of the four evangelists who gives Herod a role in the passion narrative.

C. Prayer for Missionary Success Seeks Specific Enablements
1. (:29a) Caring Protection -- Awareness of the Dangerous Circumstances
“And now, Lord, take note of their threats,”




Koi T VOV, KOpte, EMde €Ml TAG AMEINAG ADTMV

“take note” -- fix one’s glance upon; concern oneself with
Jeremiah 48:19 "Stand by the road and keep watch, O inhabitant of Aroer; Ask him who flees
and her who escapes And say, 'What has happened?"

Identification of the sufferings of the apostles with the sufferings of Christ

Bock: The request is that God take notice of the situation, as God did of Elizabeth’s disgrace
when she was childless (Luke 1:25 — only other NT usage). .. The community leaves to God
the moral judgment of the opponents and their actions. It does not pray explicitly for opponents
to be crushed, nor does it seek to be spared opposition. It asks to face the opposition and
suffering faithfully.

2. (:29b) Confident Proclamation
“and grant that Thy bond-servants may speak Thy word with all confidence,”
Kol 50¢ 101G 0VA0IC GOV PETA TaPPNGiaG TAGTG AOAETY TOV AdYOV GOV,”

This is the task that has been left to us — boldness, openness of speech, not holding anything back, no
reluctance or shame

Phillips Brooks: “Pray to be stronger men and women. Do not pray for tasks equal to your
powers. Pray for powers equal to your tasks”

3. (:30) Charismatic Performances
“while Thou dost extend Thy hand to heal, and signs and wonders take place
through the name of Thy holy servant Jesus.”
&v @ TV %Epa [cov] Exteively ot gig Tty Kai onpeio kol tépata yivesOot did Tod
ovopatog Tod ayiov taddc cov Incod.

Answered in 5:12

Stott: Certainly the thrust of the Bible is that miracles clustered round the principal organs of
revelation at fresh epochs of revelation, particularly Moses the lawgiver, the new prophetic
witness spearheaded by Elijah and Elisha, the Messianic ministry of Jesus, and the apostles, so
that Paul referred to his miracles as “the things that mark an apostle.”

1. (:31) MISSIONARY POWER UNLEASHED
The Reason for the Missionary Activity = After Praying to the Sovereign God
“And when they had prayed,”

Kol denBéviwv adTdv

Not some quick shout-out; not some period of meditation without any conscious thought; this
was an extended season of intelligent and audible prayer that had a beginning point and now an
ending point; they have addressed the God they knew personally and had laid out very specific
requests



The Results — Specific Answers
Do we expect answers from our prayers??

Ilustration:

Shortly after Dallas Theological Seminary was founded in 1924, it almost came to the point of
bankruptcy. All the creditors were going to foreclose at noon on a particular day. That morning
they met in the president’s office for prayer that God would provide. In that prayer meeting was
a man by the name of Harry Ironside. When it was his turn to pray, he said, “Lord, we know that
the cattle on a thousand hills are Thine. Please sell some of them and send us the money.” While
they were praying a tall Texan stepped up to the business office and said, “I just sold two
carloads of cattle in Ft. Worth. I’ve been trying to make a business deal but it fell through and I
feel compelled to give the money to the seminary. I don’t know if you need it or not, but here’s
the check!” The secretary took the check and knowing how critical things were financially, went
to the door of the prayer meeting and timidly tapped. When she finally got a response, the
president took the check out of her hand. It was exactly the amount of the debt! When he looked
at the name, he recognized the cattleman and turning to Dr. Ironside said, “Harry, God sold the
cattle!”
http://www.sermoncentral.com/sermons/the-key-to-victory-in-the-church-bruce-howell-sermon-
on-prayer-adoration-43140.asp?Page=2

A. Impressive Power — Lord has Power to Protect — Fear Him / Not Man
“the place where they had gathered together was shaken,”
goarevdn O T6moc &v O Noav GUVIYUEVOL,

outward indication of the Spirit’s presence; more than just a natural earthquake; supernatural
phenomenon that indicated the presence of the living and all-powerful God

Bock: The shaking of the place of prayer is an unusual sign of confirmation (in the OT: Isa. 6:4;
Exod. 19:18 — Sinai quakes at God’s presence).

How does God manifest His power when we pray as a church?
B. Inward Power — Charismatic Performances Rooted in Holy Spirit

“and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit,”
Kol EmAncOnoayv dmovieg Tod dylov TveduaTog

Kent: an operation of the Spirit which enabled them to perform their ministries at full
effectiveness

This sovereign, special filling that extended to the whole community of believers is similar but
not identical to the command to individual believers in Ephes. 5:18 to make it their responsibility
to have their lives controlled by the Holy Spirit — not identical experiences

Similar to the experience at Pentecost ... a fresh filling of the Spirit accomplished by sovereign
initiative of God ... but not a second baptism

C. Impactful Power — Confident Proclamation
“and began to speak the word of God with boldness.”




Kol EAGAovV TOV AdYoV ToD 00D et mappNCioc.

Imperf. Tense — continued, ongoing activity of speaking

CONCLUSION:

Norris Harris: Hlustration:

I read that in a certain cotton factory, the management had sign posted everywhere that said, "If
you get your threads tangled, Send for the Boss." There was a new worker who got her threads
tangled, so she tried to untangle the threads herself. But the more she tried to untangle them, she
only made the problem worse. Then when she recognized she couldn’t handle the problem, she
sent for boss. So, he came in and looked at her tangled threads and asked her why she didn’t send
for him when her threads first got tangled? She said she had done her best to untangle them
herself. But he told her, "No you didn’t. Because doing your best was sending for me."

Many times we get our Threads Tangled. We can’t handle our Problems. The more we try to
unknot our tangles, the knottier they get. We just can’t handle Our Problems! No matter how
small the problem is, we can’t handle it; all we can do is mess it up. That’s why the Lord says "In
all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will direct your path." Whenever a problem comes up,
Send For the Boss!

Are we tuned in to the Report of God’s saving activity through His servants?
Are we dedicated to praying for the spread of the gospel?
Are we speaking the Word of God with power and confidence and boldness?

E R I I

DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) How does prayer serve to alleviate our fears and anxieties and embolden us to witness for
Christ?

2) Do we follow a consistent pattern of unified, corporate prayer that has powerful effects?

3) Are we confident in God’s sovereign overruling of all of history so that the details of our
circumstances fall under His governance?

4) Do we tend to pray more for deliverance from pressure or boldness to use our circumstances
to proclaim God’s truth?

K %k %k sk sk ok ok ok ok o3k

QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Bock: In sum, this prayer is an expression of complete dependence on God, a recognition of his
sovereignty, a call for God’s justice and oversight in the midst of opposition, for an enablement
for mission, and for the working of his power to show that God is behind the preaching of the

name of Jesus in healing and signs. The prayer has roots in Hezekiah’s prayer in Isa. 37:16-20.



It is a mark of success for the community that in preaching the word its members have walked
the path of Jesus and have suffered rejection. The reliance on God, the resting in God’s justice,
the willingness to suffer persecution, the desire to preach Jesus, and the call to God to show
himself — all are signs of a healthy community. The presence of rejection and opposition is not a
surprise, nor is it sought, but suffering is embraced when it comes from God. Turning to God
leads to boldness.

Wiersbe: Characteristics of this great and powerful prayer
- Arose out of witness and service to the Lord; sense of danger and urgency
- United prayer meeting
- Based solidly on the Word of God
- Did not ask to have their circumstances changed, but asked for empowerment to
accomplish what God had already determined to do

Steven Cole: The Bible clearly affirms the absolute sovereignty of God. Nothing happens apart
from God’s ordaining it to happen. The Baptist Confession of Faith of 1689 (rewritten in modern
English as A Faith to Confess [Carey Publications], p. 20) puts it this way:

From all eternity God decreed all that should happen in time, and this He did freely and
unalterably, consulting only His own wise and holy will. Yet in so doing He does not
become in any sense the author of sin, nor does He share responsibility for sin with
sinners. Neither, by reason of His decree, is the will of any creature whom He has made
violated; nor is the free working of second causes put aside; rather is it established. In all
these matters the divine wisdom appears, as also does God’s power and faithfulness in
effecting that which He has purposed.

Some try to argue that God foreknows everything, including our salvation, but He did not
foreordain everything. What happens comes from man’s free will. But this passage (along with
many others) clearly refutes that notion. As Calvin points out (Calvin’s Commentaries

[Baker], Acts, 1:187), Luke adds the word “hand” here to make the point that this event was not
only governed in a passive way by God’s purpose, but also actively by His power. God
predestines all things, even the evil deed of crucifying His anointed one, Jesus. And yet He is in
no way responsible for the evil that the men who murdered Jesus committed. They intended it for
evil, and they will be judged according to the evil intent of their hearts. But God sovereignly
overruled it to accomplish His eternal purpose, remaining untainted by their sin.

G. Campbell Morgan: Being let go they came to their own company, a company of those who in
all probability during the hours of their imprisonment had been in prayer for them, perhaps with
a great deal of fear in their hearts. . . They knew that the hostility that was stirred against them
was determined and definite and daring; that as it had stopped at nothing in order to silence the
voice of the Supreme Teacher, so now it would stop at nothing in order to silence the voices of
those who were repeating what He had said, with the added argument and force of their
declaration of His resurrection. . . These were the things in which they believed: the sovereignty
of God, the wisdom of God, the active government of God; and these convictions concerning
God, inspired their prayer. . . convictions concerning Jesus: His sinlessness, His Messiahship,
and His accomplishment through Death of the Will of God. .. These men were filled with a new
consciousness, and a new actuality of the presence and power of the Spirit; with the result that
they went out, and spoke the Word of God with boldness.



John Hamby: When a Church Prays

l. (:23-24) Prayer as a Response to God

A. They were thankful for God’s deliverance

B. They were united in their desires

11. (:24-28) Prayer as Recognition of God

A. Recognized His Sovereignty as the God of Creation
B. Recognized His Sovereignty as the God of Revelation
C. Recognized His Sovereignty as the God of History
I11. (:29-31) Prayer as a Request of God

A. They prayed to have the chance to continue to serve
B. They prayed with the expectation of results

Martyn Lloyd-Jones: The ultimate object of the Christian faith is to bring us all to a knowledge
of God. If we have not come to this knowledge, then, to say the very least, our Christianity is
defective. These early Christians had a living, vital knowledge of God. In their extremity they
went to Him with an amazing assurance. There was no panic, nothing frantic, nothing excitable
about them; they were as cool as could be, and in this quiet confidence they spoke to God and
knew Him.

Knew God as the living God

Knew God as the all-powerful God, the sovereign Lord of the whole universe; the one
who continues to control and sustain all things

Knew God as the one who has revealed Himself not only in a general sense in nature but
in very specific detail in the Bible; value of prophecy

Knew God as the one orchestrating all of history

Knew God as the one who revealed Himself in the person of Jesus Christ

Knew God as a result of a personal experience that continues to transform their lives

The trouble with the world is their fatal ignorance of God. They are motivated by rebellion
against God’s laws and enmity against His person. They delude themselves with a sense of self-
confidence and thus act in complete futility in opposing God’s kingdom.

The Son of God is holding out His hand to you know. “Kiss the Son,” my friend. Give up your
rebellion, submit yourself to Him, take the oath of allegiance, and trust Him. In your
bewilderment, in your confusion, in your unhappiness, simply believe that Jesus of Nazareth is
the eternal Son of God and that He came into the world to save you. Accept His message,
believe the Gospel as it is, become a little child, and surrender yourself to Him. Trust Him to
save you, trust Him to keep you, trust Him to share His eternal glory with you. Then
immediately begin to serve Him. “Serve the Lord with fear”” and begin to “rejoice with
trembling” (v. 11). Then you will agree with the last statement in this old psalm: “Blessed are
all they that put their trust in Him.”



TEXT: Acts 4:32 —5:11
TITLE: NO PLACE FOR SPIRITUAL HYPOCRISY IN THE CHURCH

BIG IDEA:
THE INTEGRITY OF CHURCH FELLOWSHIP REQUIRES SEVERE JUDGMENT OF
SPIRITUAL HYPOCRISY

INTRODUCTION:

Halloween has been over for a number of weeks ... but many people in the church of Jesus
Christ are still wearing a variety of masks. The word hypocrisy comes from the Greek dndkpioig
(hypokrisis), which means "play-acting"; or “wearing a mask;” saying one thing and doing
something else.

“God has given you one face, and you make yourself another.” — William Shakespeare

Daily Bread Illustration: Have you checked the labels on your grocery items lately? You may be
getting less than you thought. According to U.S. News & World Report, some manufacturers are
selling us the same size packages we are accustomed to, but they are putting less of the product
in the box. For example, a box of well-known detergent that once held 61 ounces now contains
only 55. Same size box, less soap.

How something is wrapped doesn't always show us what's on the inside. That's true with people
as well. We can wrap ourselves up in the same packaging every day -- nice clothes, big smile,
friendly demeanor -- yet still be less than what we appear to be.

Robert Redford was walking one day through a hotel lobby. A woman saw him and followed
him to the elevator. "Are you the real Robert Redford?" she asked him with great excitement. As
the doors of the elevator closed, he replied, "Only when I am alone!"

Mark Twain: We're all like the moon, we have a dark side we don't want anyone to see.
What is the main thrust of this passage?
- Is this passage primarily about being generous with your material possessions?
- Is it primarily about the importance of telling the truth?

- It is really about the more fundamental issue of being authentic rather than a
spiritual hypocrite

THE INTEGRITY (AUTHENTICITY, GENUINENESS) OF CHURCH FELLOWSHIP
REQUIRES SEVERE JUDGMENT OF SPIRITUAL HYPOCRISY

2 CONTRASTING EXAMPLES RELATING TO THE ISSUE OF SPIRITUAL
HYPOCRISY IN THE CHURCH



I. (4:32-37) POSITIVE EXAMPLE - THE INTEGRITY OF CHURCH FELLOWSHIP
MARKED BY ABUNDANT GRACE EVIDENCED IN GENEROSITY
A. (:32a) Unity of Believers

“And the congregation of those who believed were of one heart and soul;”

Tod 8¢ TA0ovg TV TioTEVGAVTOVY TV Kapdio Kol Yoy pio,

Fascinating that in the early church we see all believers at almost the same maturity level — it is
as if once they are saved they immediately walk in obedience to the truth — where are the ones
who are out of step?? Where are the ones walking on the edge between loyalty to Christ and
friendship with the world? you certainly don’t see this same unity later on in the church at
Corinth, etc. What snuck into the church and robbed it of its pristine purity??

Are we united in our faith and in the practical demonstration of our love to one another?

B. (:32b) Sharing of Material Possessions (Acts 2:43-47)
“and not one of them claimed that anything belonging to him was his own; but all things
were common property to them.”
Kol 0082 €lg TL TdV VIapyOVTOVY AT Eleyev 1810V £tvor GAL MV adToig GmovTo KOwd.

This passage makes us uncomfortable — especially those of us who have been blessed by God
with an abundance of material possessions; what is more important to us? Our fellow brothers
and sisters in Christ or our possessions??

Bock: Community life means both mission and mutual care.

Are we actively meeting the needs of one another and sacrificially sharing rather than hoarding
what God has entrusted to us?

C. (:33a) Powerful Proclamation of the Gospel — Priority over Material Possessions
“And with great power the apostles were giving witness to the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus,”
Kol duvapel peydn amedidovy 10 HopTOPLOV 01 ATOGTOAOL THG AvaoTAGE®S TOD Kupiov Incod,

Matt. 6:33
Ignored the intimidation and ban of the Sanhedrin

Are we witnessing with the power of the Holy Spirit?

D. (:33b-37) Evidence of Abundant Grace
1. (:33b- 35) General Statement
“and abundant grace was upon them all. For there was not a needy person among
them, for all who were owners of land or houses would sell them and bring the
proceeds of the sales, and lay them at the apostles' feet; and they would be
distributed to each, as any had need.”

YAPIC TE PEYOAN NV &Ml ThvTag odTovg. 00E Yap Evaeng Tic v &v avtoig: doot yap
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2 Cor. 8:9 “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for
your sake He became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich.”

Note the confidence in the integrity of the apostles; they didn’t have any financial oversight
board with elaborate checks and balances; it would have been easy for a Judas to have robbed the
church treasury; but these were men of impeccable character

Are we experiencing abundant grace?

2. (:36-37) Specific Example — Generosity of Joseph
“And Joseph, a Levite of Cyprian birth, who was also called Barnabas by the
apostles (which translated means, Son of Encouragement), and who owned a tract
of land, sold it and brought the money and laid it at the apostles' feet.”

Toone 08 0 énuchnbeic Bapvafag 4mo t@v droctolmyv, 6 EoTv pebepunvevopevoy viog
nopoaxiiceng, Aevitne, Kompiog 1 yévet, ¥ drépyovrog adtd dypod moifcag fveykev
7O ypfine kol EOnkev TPog ToLC TOSUC TAOV ATOGTOAWMV.

“son of” = Jewish way to denote a person’s character: (OT expression “Son of Belial”)

What a testimony when the apostles are applauding you for your spirit of encouragement — think
of the spiritual gift which God has graced you with to bless others — you should be known as the
“Son of Powerful Edification” ... “Daughter of tender mercy” . . . “Daughter of gracious
hospitality” . . . “Son of passionate Soul Winning” . . . “Son of Administrative Organization™ . . .

Are we encouraging the believers around us?

Wiersbe: His noble act apparently filled Ananias and Sapphira with envy so that they attempted
to impress the church with their giving and ended up being killed.

Il. (5:1-11) NEGATIVE EXAMPLE - THE LEAVEN OF SPIRITUAL HYPOCRISY
MUST NOT BE ALLOWED TO CORRUPT THE PURITY OF THE CHURCH OF
JESUS CHRIST
A. (:1-2) The Deceitful Deed — Pretending to be Spiritual
“But a certain man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphira, sold a piece of property, and
kept back some of the price for himself, with his wife's full knowledge, and bringing a
portion of it, he laid it at the apostles’ feet.”

Avnp 8¢ Tic Avaviag Ovopatt 6OV com@ipn Tij yuvarki adtod Endinoey Krijua Kol évoopicato
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“But” — introducing a contrast; mild connective used here (would have expected alla rather than

de)

All about keeping back things for himself rather than freely sharing with others



Problem: not that they decided to give less than 10% of the purchase price ... but trying to
impress everyone with a higher level of spirituality and commitment than they really had.

Cf. account of Achan in the OT in book of Joshua

Stott: In both narratives an act of deceit interrupts the victorious progress of the people of God.
Word has connotation of to misappropriate; same word used in LXX of Achan’s theft (Josh.
7:1), and in its only other New Testament occurrence it means to steal (Tit. 2:10). . . guilty of
embezzlement; financial fraud

Wiersbe: It is worth noting that the Lord judges sin severely at the beginning of a new period in
salvation history. Just after the tabernacle was erected, God killed Nadab and Abihu for trying to
present “false fire” to the Lord (Lev. 10). He also had Achan killed for disobeying orders after
Israel had entered the Promised Land (Josh. 7). While God was certainly not responsible for
their sins, He did use these judgments as warnings to the people, and even to us (1 Cor. 10:11-
12).

Cf. teacher laying down the law the first few days in class
But still wanted to look good in the sight of others

What portion did he bring?? Maybe he only kept back a tenth — tithed a tenth to himself —
couldn’t keep too big a percentage or the theft would be obvious — some people probably knew
what property he had owned — wasn’t it enough to give the Lord 90%

If you haven’t given the Lord 100% you haven’t given Him what He requires — concept of
stewardship is key; are you making decisions based on the reality that it is the Lord’s money??
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Christ’s condemnation of Hypocrisy:

By far, of all preachers and prophets of the Bible, Jesus had the most to say about hypocrisy and
hypocrites. Since He didn't mince any words on the subject, but directly confronted the religious
hypocrites of His day (the scribes and Pharisees), they hated Him intensely - eventually having
Him arrested on trumped up charges. Here is a list of some of the hypocrisy that Jesus spoke
against:

e @Giving to the poor to be recognized by others (Sermon on the Mount)

¢ "So when you give to the poor, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do
in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be honored by men. Truly I say to
you, they have their reward in full." (Matthew 6:2)

e Praying in public to be recognized as "God's man"

e "When you pray, you are not to be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray
in the synagogues and on the street corners so that they may be seen by men. Truly I say
to you, they have their reward in full." (Matthew 6:5)

"Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you devour widows' houses, and



for a pretense you make long prayers; therefore you will receive greater condemnation."
(Matthew 23:14)

Letting everybody know you are fasting to get recognition by others

e "Whenever you fast, do not put on a gloomy face as the hypocrites do, for they neglect
their appearance so that they will be noticed by men when they are fasting. Truly I say to
you, they have their reward in full." (Matthew 6:16)

Complaining about other's behavior when yours is even worse.

¢ "You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to
take the speck out of your brother's eye." (Matthew 7:5)

"Or how can you say to your brother, 'Brother, let me take out the speck that is in your
eye,' when you yourself do not see the log that is in your own eye? You hypocrite, first
take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take out the speck that
is in your brother's eye. (Luke 6:42)

Pretending to honor God through lip service only

¢ "You hypocrites, rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you: "THIS PEOPLE HONORS ME
WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR AWAY FROM ME. 'BUT IN VAIN
DO THEY WORSHIP ME, TEACHING AS DOCTRINES THE PRECEPTS OF MEN."
(Matthew 15:7-9)

And He said to them, "Rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written:
'"THIS PEOPLE HONORS ME WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR
AWAY FROM ME. (Mark 7:6)

Testing other people to try to make yourself look superior

e But Jesus perceived their malice, and said, "Why are you testing Me, you hypocrites?"
(Matthew 22:18)

"Shall we pay or shall we not pay?" But He, knowing their hypocrisy, said to them, "Why
are you testing Me? Bring Me a denarius to look at." (Mark 12:15)

Deceiving people from knowing God

e "But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you shut off the kingdom
of heaven from people; for you do not enter in yourselves, nor do you allow those who
are entering to go in." (Matthew 23:13)

Repressing the poor and widows

e "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you devour widows' houses,
and for a pretense you make long prayers; therefore you will receive greater
condemnation." (Matthew 23:14)




e Teaching proselytes to be hypocrites

e "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, because you travel around on sea and
land to make one proselyte; and when he becomes one, you make him twice as much a
son of hell as yourselves." (Matthew 23:15)

o Tithing (giving to the church), but neglecting justice and mercy

e "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and
cummin, and have neglected the weightier provisions of the law: justice and mercy and
faithfulness; but these are the things you should have done without neglecting the others."
(Matthew 23:23)

« Doing everything for show, while really being self-indulgent and unrighteous

e "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup
and of the dish, but inside they are full of robbery and self-indulgence." (Matthew 23:25)
"Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs
which on the outside appear beautiful, but inside they are full of dead men's bones and all
uncleanness." (Matthew 23:27)

"So you, too, outwardly appear righteous to men, but inwardly you are full of hypocrisy
and lawlessness." (Matthew 23:28)

"Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets
and adorn the monuments of the righteous... Therefore, behold, I am sending you
prophets and wise men and scribes; some of them you will kill and crucify, and some of
them you will scourge in your synagogues, and persecute from city to city" (Matthew

23:29, 34)

o Treating stock animals better than fellow human beings

¢ But the Lord answered him and said, "You hypocrites, does not each of you on the
Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the stall and lead him away to water him? (Luke
13:15)

o Being able to analyze the weather, but unable to distinguish between right and wrong

e "You hypocrites! You know how to analyze the appearance of the earth and the sky,
but why do you not analyze this present time? And why do you not even on your own
initiative judge what is right?" (Luke 12:56-57)

http://www.godandscience.org/apologetics/why_are christians_hypocrites.html
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Wiersbe: Ananias means “God is gracious,” but he learned that God is also holy, and Sapphira



means “beautiful,” but her heart was ugly with sin.

Understand: Everybody must fight this natural tendency towards spiritual hypocrisy — often
spiritual leaders are the worst offenders

B. (:3-10) The Divine Discipline — Exposing and Judging the Hypocrisy
1. Disposition of Ananias (:3-6)
a. (:3-4) Hypocrisy is a Futile Attempt to Fool God

“But Peter said, ‘Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the
Holy Spirit, and to keep back some of the price of the land? While it
remained unsold, did it not remain your own? And after it was sold, was it
not under your control? Why is it that you have conceived this deed in
your heart? You have not lied to men, but to God.’”

gimev 8¢ O ITétpoc: Avavia, S1d ti dmhjpwcev O catavic TV Kapdioy cov,
yevoaohai og 10 mvedua O dylov Kai voopicacOot amo tig Tyfig Tod ympiov;
olyl névov ool Euevev kol Tpabey €v ti) of] E€ovaiq vrfjpyev; Ti 6T £Dov &v Tij
Kapdig 6oV TO TPAYH TODVTO; 00K EYeDow AVOPMOTOIG GALL T® Oed.

6 Lessons we learn here about Spiritual Hypocrisy:

- Spiritual Hypocrisy is energized by Satan
Filled with Holy Spirit or with Satan — concept of influencing and controlling your
decisions; devil is actively at work attacking God’s program of building His church; look
at how many people use as the excuse for not becoming a Christian that there are so
many hypocrites in the church — They are correct! But just because there are a lot of
counterfeit $20 bills, I’m not going to rip my good ones up

- Spiritual Hypocrisy is a matter of the Heart — so it can’t be fixed by education, by self help
programs; all about trying to manipulate the externals to mask what is truly in your heart;
need the Spirit of God to give you a new heart;

Ps. 51:6 God desires “truth in the innermost being”

- Spiritual Hypocrisy never fools God — it is Futile -- even if temporarily it impresses men —
characterized here as a lie against God — what arrogance; How God hates it; Man looks
on the external appearance and is easily impressed; God looks at the heart and sees us for
who we really are; that is why we all need the grace of God and His forgiveness; must
care more about what God thinks than what others think of us;
note the clear support for the Deity of the Holy Spirit here

- Spiritual Hypocrisy is always connected with other sins — Here: Greed, covetousness, envy —
wanted to keep control of their possessions — spend it on their own selfish lusts; security
reasons; etc. — but not motivated by unselfish love for others

- Spiritual Hypocrisy is intentional — not an accident; not forced; not caused by environmental
factors; here you have an overt conspiracy between a man and his wife; remedy is
intentional repentance and faith — no other way to remove the stain of guilt and the
judgment of God; requires the new birth that only God can accomplish

- Spiritual Hypocrisy is a serious offense — look at how harshly God judged it; many people
read this story and can’t get over the shock factor — What’s the big deal?

b. (:5-6) Hypocrisy Will be Judged Severely
“And as he heard these words, Ananias fell down and breathed his last;
and great fear came upon all who heard of it. 6 And the young men arose



and covered him up, and after carrying him out, they buried him.”

axodmv 8¢ 6 Avaviag Tovg A0Youg To0ToVG TEGMV EEEWVEEY, Kal &yEveTo POPog
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What if God judged hypocrisy in the church this severely today???
Ushers summoned for an unusual task

Were these two believers who were disciplined by death or unbelievers?? Only God knows --
Boyer: The fact of lying to the Holy Spirit is more easily understood of Christians indwelt by the
Spirit than of unbelievers who have no relation to God and certainly have no special relationship
to the Holy Spirit.

2. Disposition of Sapphira (:7-10)
a. (:7-9) Hypocrisy is a Futile Attempt to Fool God

“Now there elapsed an interval of about three hours, and his wife came in,
not knowing what had happened. 8 And Peter responded to her, “Tell me
whether you sold the land for such and such a price?” And she said, “Yes,
that was the price.” Then Peter said to her, “Why is it that you have agreed
together to put the Spirit of the Lord to the test? Behold, the feet of those
who have buried your husband are at the door, and they shall carry you
out as well.””

‘Eyéveto 0& g mp@dv TPV ST Kol 1] YoV avTtod ur| idvia 10 yeyovog
glofABev. dmekpiOn 8¢ mpog avtnv [1€tpoc: einé pot, €l TtosovTov TO YWpiov
anédoode; 1 8¢ elnev- vai, TocovTov. 6 88 [TéTpog Tpdg ATV Ti HTL GLVEPOVHON
VUV mEphoat TO TVEDO KVPiov; idoV o1 1ddec TV Baydavioy Tov Gvdpa cov &rl
] 00pa kai é€oicovoiv oe.

Why an interval of 3 hours?? Time for them to bury Ananias — not a traditional ceremony — his
wife was not even informed or present; what was Sapphira doing during this time?? Looking
forward to the praise and acclaim of the church

She figured the best bet was to stick to the same story she and her husband had agreed upon

Do you really want to test whether God knows your heart??? Taking a big risk to think you can
lie and try to hide something from your Creator

Great verse for women’s lib movement — true equality of the sexes in this historical example;
same offense; same penalty; no sexist favoritism on the part of the Judge of all the Earth

b. (:10) Hypocrisy Will be Judged Severely
“And she fell immediately at his feet, and breathed her last; and the young
men came in and found her dead, and they carried her out and buried her
beside her husband.”

gmeoev O mopayptipe TPOG TOVG TOdAG avToD Kol EEEyuEev- eioelBdvTeg O¢ ol
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Talk about being slain in the Spirit — not your holy laughter and rolling in the aisles type of
experience here

Guzik: As much as anything, the lesson of Ananias and Sapphira is that we presume greatly on
God when we assume that there is always time to repent, time to get right with God, time to get
honest with Him. Any such time given by God is an undeserved gift that He owes no one; we
should never assume it will always be there.

C. (:11) The Desired Effect
“And great fear came upon the whole church, and upon all who heard of these things.”
Kol £yéveto @OPog péyag €@’ OANVY TV EkkAnciov kol £l ThvTag TOLG AKOVOVTIS TADTA.

Great fear — where have I tried to impress others with my spirituality??
God takes sin seriously ... do we?

First mention of ekklesia in Acts

Constable: This was a common word that writers often used to describe assemblies of people that
congregated for political and various other types of meetings. The word "church," like the

word "baptism," can refer to more than one thing. Sometimes it refers to the body of Christ as it
has existed throughout history, the universal church. Sometimes it refers to Christians living in
various places during one particular period of time (e.g., the early church). Sometimes it refers

to a group of Christians who live in one area at a particular time, a local church. Here it seems to
refer to the local church in Jerusalem.

You can bet that a lot of people heard about these things

George Barkman: 5 Reasons for discipline in the church:
- Purity = remove contamination from unconfessed sin; Remove the leaven (1 Cor. 5);
Healthy body of Christ
- Perspective = Bring everybody back into the right perspective = seriousness of sin from
God’s perspective
- Preventive measure = keeps others from sinning
- Perception of the world = Testimony of the church to outside world; outside world afraid
to fake being a Christian; lines are clearly drawn; understanding that identification with
Christ means a commitment to a life of holiness
- Power for the church to continue to grow and prosper
Yet few churches practice any form of church discipline — Result: the church is rampant with
spiritual hypocrisy

CONCLUSION:
[llustration: A rather pompous-looking deacon was endeavoring to impress upon a class of boys
the importance of living the Christian life. "Why do people call me a Christian?" the man asked.

After a moment's pause, one youngster said, "Maybe it's because they don't know you."

Ralph Waldo Emerson: “Every man alone is sincere. At the entrance of a second person,



hypocrisy begins.”
George Herbert: Steal the hog, and give the feet for alms.
NO PLACE FOR SPIRITUAL HYPOCRISY IN THE CHURCH

THE INTEGRITY (AUTHENTICITY, GENUINENESS) OF CHURCH FELLOWSHIP
REQUIRES SEVERE JUDGMENT OF SPIRITUAL HYPOCRISY

Heb. 4:13 “There is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things are open and laid bare to
the eyes of Him with whom we have to do.”
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DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) How would the apostles characterize you if they were to name you “Son of . . .” or “Daughter
of...”?

2) When we see practical needs in the church are we prompted to give sacrificially?

3) What are some situations where you have been tempted to present yourself as more
impressive than you really are?

4) Does your church practice effective church discipline?
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QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Andre Gide: “The true hypocrite is the one who ceases to perceive his deception, the one who
lies with sincerity”

George MacDonald: Half of the misery in the world comes from trying to look, instead of trying
to be, what one is not.

Source Unknown: One blistering hot day when they had guests for dinner, Mother asked 4-year
old Johnny to return thanks. "But I don't know what to say!" the boy complained. "Oh, just say
what you hear me say" his mother replied. Obediently the boy bowed his head and mumbled,
"Oh Lord, why did I invite these people over on a hot day like this?"

Stott: We noted at the beginning of chapter 3 that, as soon as the Spirit came upon the church,
Satan launched a ferocious counter-attack. Pentecost was followed by persecution. An
alternative for this section might be “The strategy of Satan.” His strategy was carefully
developed. He attacked on three fronts. His first and crudest tactic was physical violence; he
tried to crush the church by persecution. His second and more cunning assault was moral
corruption or compromise. Having failed to destroy the church from outside, he attempted
through Ananias and Sapphira to insinuate evil into its interior life, and so ruin the Christian
fellowship. His third and subtlest ply was distraction. He sought to deflect the apostles from



their priority responsibilities of prayer and preaching by pre-occupying them with social
administration, which was not their calling. If he had been successful in this, an untaught church
would have been exposed to every wind of false doctrine. These then were his weapons —
physical (persecution), moral (subversion) and professional (distraction).

Gregory Barkman: Hypocrites in the Church
Barnabas: warm and loving and encouraging spirit; certain amount of acclaim that went to him
for his generosity; not a mandatory thing; strictly voluntary; wonderful sense of love and care
and concern for their brethren in Christ; as needs arose people responded; wanted the same
acclaim but were not willing to pay the same price; persecution on the outside not affecting the
spiritual growth of the church; devil doing his best to oppose the church — now switches his
tactics to attack on the inside; forward progress of church might be stopped by hypocrisy; 2
different acts played out with same three scenes for Ananias and Sapphira

- Hypocritical Deceit (:1-2,7)

- Public Exposure (:3-4,8-9)

- Divine Judgment (:5-6,10-11)
Different heart attitude but trying to act the same on the outside; but it was all a show, a pretense,
a lie; concocted a plan; pretending to do the same thing as Barnabas did; chap. 4 filled with the
Holy Spirit = controlled by the Word of God; vs. controlled by sinful desires: covetousness,
pride, deceit, hypocrisy; You thought you were lying just to Peter and just to the church, but you
were lying to God, to the Holy Spirit; immediate judgment; no opportunity to enjoy the money
they kept back; no opportunity to repent; no time for a flowery eulogy — he preached his own
funeral; judged on the spot by Almighty God
Sapphira came in expecting to hear the applause of the church; making a grand entrance; all of
the attention would be upon her; smug in her hypocrisy; unaware she is a widow; hardened in her
deceit; given an opportunity to tell the truth; what a sad distortion of God’s plan for unity in
marriage; don’t yield to sin in order to be united to your mate;
Result of all this was very helpful to the church; believers had a new fear of God; unbelievers
impacted as well; people on the outside afraid to join the church — don’t join for show, for
business reasons, for social reasons ... against the modern church growth movement; no
righteous fear of the church of God or of the God of the church today; the thing that confuses
people about the gospel is hypocrisy — that’s what the devil uses to keep people from coming to
the church; God’s appointed leaders stand before the people in the place of God; required to
stand for the truth; not playing to the popularity of the people; a church that will not discipline its
members will not experience the power of God;

Steven Cole: A 12-year-old boy was waiting for his first orthodontist appointment and was a bit
nervous. Apparently he wanted to impress the dentist. On the patient questionnaire, in the space
marked “Hobbies,” he had written, “Swimming and flossing” (Reader’s Digest

[8/94], p. 112).

That’s a humorous example of how we’re all prone to hypocrisy. But spiritual hypocrisy is not
humorous; it’s a dangerous and deadly sin. The hypocrisy of professing Christians has served as
an excuse for many to disregard the claims of Christ, saying, “The church is full of hypocrites.”
The hypocrisy of Christian leaders has caused many believers to stumble. While Jesus was
tender with many notorious sinners, He used scathing language to denounce those guilty of
religious hypocrisy.



MacArthur: The church is not perfect. It's not intended to be perfect. It is a hospital for the
spiritually sick, who know they're sick. We're not here because we think we're well, we're here
because we know we're sick. The church is not what Henry Knox Sherrill once said, when he
said, "The church is a nice, clean refrigerator, designed to keep a few select souls from spoiling."
That is not the church. The church is imperfect, always has been.

Those of you who have read English history, no doubt have been fascinated by Cromwell. Once
a painter was commissioned to paint the portrait of the great Cromwell. And Cromwell, as you
may remember, was disfigured by many warts on his face, and was, to put it mildly, quite ugly to
look at. The painter, hoping to please Cromwell, left all the warts out of the portrait. When it was
delivered to Cromwell, he saw the painting. Biographer records, quote, he said, "Take it away
and paint it the warts." . . .

That's the kind of testimony the world should have. I don't want to digress on that point, simply
to make it. The message we should be sending to the world is not that we tolerate sin, but that we
don't. And that we preach that there is, by the grace of God, a means for complete forgiveness.
That's the message. We would like the world to know that sin is a killer, and we have a message
of forgiveness.



TEXT: Acts 5:12-42
TITLE: THE UNSTOPPABLE GOSPEL

BIG IDEA:
POWERFUL OPPOSITION TRIES IN VAIN TO SILENCE THE PROCLAMATION OF
JESUS CHRIST

INTRODUCTION:

The intensity of the persecution against the new gospel message picks up in this section. The
Sadducees just can’t tolerate the emphasis on the resurrection of Jesus Christ and their guilt for
their role in putting him to death. We are tackling a longer narrative portion this morning —
beginning at 5:12 and working through the end of the chapter — over 30 verses — that’s a record
for me. The apostles have had a taste of jail time earlier. Here they experience a miraculous
release but still have to appear before the dreaded Sanhedrin court for another grilling. Despite
additional threats and even a severe beating, they continue to persevere in their public preaching
ministry.

The Proclamation of Jesus Christ is inevitably linked to Persecution in some form. But the
gospel will ultimately emerge victorious and accomplish its purpose of bringing God’s elect to
saving, eternal faith. There is no stopping the spread of the gospel. That should be an
encouragement to us this morning.

POWERFUL OPPOSITION TRIES IN VAIN TO SILENCE THE PROCLAMATION OF
JESUS CHRIST

Different Reactions to the Impact of Jesus Christ = the Proclamation of Jesus Christ and its
Associated Persecution:

I. (:12-16) THE IMPACT OF JESUS CHRIST ON THE WATCHING WORLD:
- ATTRACTS THE ATTENTION AND FEAR OF THE WATCHING WORLD
- ADDS NEW BELIEVERS INTO THE CHURCH COMMUNITY
- APPROPRIATES OPPORTUNITIES FOR DELIVERANCE AND BLESSING

A. (:12) Summary of the Powerful Impact of Jesus Christ
“And at the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were taking place among the
people; and they were all with one accord in Solomon's portico.”
A 8& TV xEp@®V TV AmooTO MV &yiveto onueia koi téporto ToAAS &V ¢ Aad. Kai foav
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these works of power were not being done in secret; no disputing the reality of the miracles or
the connection to the power of Jesus Christ through His appointed apostles

emphasis on unity as we have seen before

Kent: It was an ideal spot for their meetings, being at the religious center of the city and



providing in that vast concourse an opportunity for multitudes of interested people to learn of the
church without having to commit themselves prematurely. The performance of signs and
wonders by the apostles in this public setting gave the greatest possible exposure to the Christian
movement.

B. (:13-16) 3 Different Reactions on the Watching World
1. (:13) Attracts their Attention and Fear
“But none of the rest dared to associate with them; however, the people held them
in high esteem.”
TOV 0& LAV 0VOEIG ETOAUA KOALAGOOL 0DTOTG, GAL" EUEYAALVEY ODTOVS O AOG.

Identification of “the rest” —
- Believers other than the apostles — we have been stressing the unity of the church
- Unbelievers -- both phrases refer to “the people”

Unbelievers feared associating themselves with the believers because they saw that half-hearted
commitment or spiritual hypocrisy was dealt with severely.

2. (:14) Adds New Believers into the Church Community
“And all the more believers in the Lord, multitudes of men and women, were
constantly added to their number;”
LaAAOV 6€ TPoceTiBEVTO TOTEVOVTES TQ KVPI®, TANOTN AvOpDY TE KAl YOVOIK®V,

Stott: This paradoxical situation has often recurred since then. The presence of the living God,
whether manifest through preaching or miracles or both, is alarming to some and appealing to
others. Some are frightened away, while others are drawn to faith.

3. (:15-16) Appropriates Opportunities for Deliverance and Blessing
“to such an extent that they even carried the sick out into the streets, and laid
them on cots and pallets, so that when Peter came by, at least his shadow might
fall on any one of them. And also the people from the cities in the vicinity of
Jerusalem were coming together, bringing people who were sick or afflicted with
unclean spirits; and they were all being healed.”

MoTe Kol €1g TaG TAaTElNG EKPEPELY TOVG AoBevelc Kail TIfévan émtl Khvapiony kol
kpapattov, tva épyouévou IETpov kv 1) oKl EXOKIACT) TVI ADTMV. GUVIPYETO OE KOl TO
TAfi00g 1@V TEPIE TOAEmV Tepovcainp pépovieg AcOeveig kol dylovpéEvoug VIO
TVELUATOV AKOOAPTOV, 0iTIvES £0EpOmEVOVTO AmOVTEC.

Tremendous healing ministry — restricted only by the presence of Peter and the apostles — healing
only took place in their presence; healing each and every one — no failures, no lack of power;
look how many lives were being touched — each person healed had his own network of relatives
and friends — that’s how the gospel should spread so effectively — each person whose life is
transformed has his own network of relatives and friends and associates (school mates, fellow
workers, neighbors, etc.)

MacArthur: The streets of Jerusalem were an incredible sight. Everywhere there were beds
occupied by rich and poor alike, all waiting for the apostles to move through town. The
inhabitants of Jerusalem actually believed that Peter's shadow could heal. Some ancient peoples



believed that a man's shadow carried his influence, so parents would place their children into the
shadow of great men and snatch them away from the shadow of someone they disliked. The text
doesn't say that Peter's shadow healed anyone, only that the people believed so. Their actions
display a tremendous respect for Peter. Great miracles indeed occurred.

Il. (:17-25) THE IMPACT OF JESUS CHRIST ON THE JEALOUS RELIGIOUS
ESTABLISHMENT - ATTEMPT TO SILENCE THE MOVEMENT --
INITIAL ATTEMPT AT IMPRISONING THE APOSTLES BACKFIRES IN
CONTINUED PROCLAMATION OF THE GOSPEL
A. (:17) Controlled by Jealousy
“But the high priest rose up, along with all his associates (that is the sect of the
Sadducees), and they were filled with jealousy;”
AvooTac 82 6 dpylepeds Kod TAVTEC 01 GOV adTd, 1) 060 aipesig Tdv Zaddovkainv, EmAcOncay
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wanted to protect their privileged professional role of the religious elite;

resented the growing popularity of the apostles;

threatened by the power and efficacy of the demonstrated healing ministry;

no answer to the claims of the resurrection of Jesus Christ or the references to biblical
prophecies;

at a loss to refute the bible interpretations of OT passages

Jealousy is a powerful emotion

John Hamby: Today’s text will show that the high priest and his associates were enraged with the
apostles for several reasons. First, the apostles denied their doctrine. Their preaching on the
resurrection of Jesus was in direct conflict with the Sadducees teaching that denied everything
supernatural. Secondly, the apostles defied their authority. They had given the apostle strict
instruction to cease all preaching and teaching in the name of Jesus. That the apostle continued to
do so was a slap in the face to their authority. Third, the apostles denounced their spirituality.
By holding them responsible for the death of Jesus they found them guilty of sin and in need of
repentance. Finally, the apostles were a danger to their domination of the people. The high
priest and his associates, the Sadducees were filled with jealousy as they observed the growing
popularity and success of the apostles. As they watched the crowds coming to hear the apostles
preach and see them working miracles grew larger. They witnessed how the people held the
apostles in high honor, and at the same time felt their own influence shrinking. Something had to
be done!!!

www.sermoncentral.com

B. (:18) Aggressive in Trying to Confine the Problem
“and they laid hands on the apostles, and put them in a public jail.”
Kol EMEPAAOV TAG YEIPAG EML TOVG ATOGTOAOVG Kol E0EVTO aDTOVG €V TNPNoEL NUociy

Surprising response to a ministry of compassion and healing; they were helping people; they
were standing up for righteousness; they were model citizens — who could be against them?
The problem was not what they were doing ... but what they were teaching



This was their second offense; this same body, the Sanhedrin, had commanded them earlier to
stop preaching in the name of Jesus; the first time you get off with a warning; the second time
you expect that the hammer of judgment will fall

C. (:19-21a) Powerless Against the Divine Mandate to Proclaim the Person of Jesus Christ
“But an angel of the Lord during the night opened the gates of the prison, and taking
them out he said, ‘Go your way, stand and speak to the people in the temple the whole
message of this Life.” And upon hearing this, they entered into the temple about
daybreak, and began to teach.”

Ayyehog 82 kupiov d1d voktog dvoifac Tag OVpac Tig puiakiic EEayaydv e avTodg eimev:
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“Angel of the Lord” — probably not a reference to Christ here — look at Acts 9 where it is
indicated very clearly that Christ is involved
Didn’t just open one gate, but multiple gates — maybe they were held in multiple cells;

Lesson: God holds the keys to whatever prison may be giving you problems, may be enslaving
you, may be persecuting you; He has angels sufficient to minister grace and deliverance to you —
whatever the depth of your dungeon
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[Nlustration: A story appeared Moody Bible Institute’s devotional magazine Today in the Word,
(October, 1991, p. 18), the story of John Paton, who was a missionary in the New Hebrides
Islands.

*One night hostile natives surrounded the mission station, intent on burning out the Patons and
killing them.

*Paton and his wife prayed during that terror-filled night that God would deliver them.

*When daylight came they were amazed to see their attackers leave.

*A year later, the chief of the tribe was converted to Christ. Remembering what had happened,
Paton asked the chief what had kept him from burning down the house and killing them. The
chief replied in surprise, "Who were all those men with you there?"

*Paton knew no men were present--but the chief said he was afraid to attack because he had seen
hundreds of big men in shining garments with drawn swords circling the mission station.

This story sounds eerily like the story of Elisha and his servant in 2 Kings 6, when the King of
Syria sends an army to capture Elisha.

*Elisha’s servant wakes up early in the morning and sees chariots and horses surrounding their
home.

*He runs to Elisha and says, we’re surrounded! We’re dead!” Elisha says, oh no, we outnumber
them (servant; two of us?). Elisha prays, “Lord, open his eyes!” And we learn, “Then the Lord
opened the servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all
around Elisha.” (v. 17).

The point is, “If we could only see the angels. If we would only see all the chariots.”
*Maybe we would face life with more confidence in God. Confidence that God is in control.

-- Mark Strauss www.sermoncentral.com
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Go, tell it on the mountains — not in some cave — be very public in your proclamation

Didn’t lose even one day of preaching time — started at daybreak — couldn’t wait to get back to
the front line action; understood their calling and their mission

D. (:21b-23) Oblivious to God’s Effectual Opposition
“Now when the high priest and his associates had come, they called the Council together,
even all the Senate of the sons of Israel, and sent orders to the prison house for them to
be brought. But the officers who came did not find them in the prison; and they returned,
and reported back, saying, ‘We found the prison house locked quite securely and the
guards standing at the doors; but when we had opened up, we found no one inside.””

[opoayevouevog 6€ 6 ApylepeLs Kal ol UV AVTM GUVEKAAEGHV TO GLVESPLOV Kol oAV TNV
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We clearly see God’s sense of humor in this story. The impressive courtroom is called to order;
the officials cannot produce the prisoners. They are found — not hiding out or trying to escape —
but performing the very activity of preaching publicly that had landed them in jail in the first
place.

Ironic that the enemy has no clue what is taking place in the warfare; they go through the
motions but are powerless to accomplish their objectives

How could they find the gates “locked quite securely” when the angel had opened multiple
gates?

E. (:24) Perplexed by Their Inability to Contain the Situation and Perplexed Regarding
the Ultimate Outcome
“Now when the captain of the temple guard and the chief priests heard these words, they
were greatly perplexed about them as to what would come of this.
G O Mikovsay TovG AdYOVG TOUTOVG & T€ GTPATNYOG TOD iepoD Kol ol dpylepels, Simdpovv mepi
adTOV Ti dv Yévorto tobro.

Worried for their own lives if the prisoners could not be produced.

F. (:25) Embarrassed and Angered by the Blatant Disregard of Their Intimidating Tactics
“But someone came and reported to them, ‘Behold, the men whom you put in prison are
standing in the temple and teaching the people!””

TOPUYEVOLEVOG OE TIG AN yYEIAEY a0TOIC OTL 100V ol dvopeg oDg €0ecbe €v Tf) puAaki] giolv &v T®
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Their worst fears are realized

1. (:26-32) THE IMPACT OF JESUS CHRIST ON MEN OF BIBLICAL INSIGHT AND
CONVICTION (THE APOSTLES) -- THE FOLLOWUP ATTEMPT AT SQUELCHING
THE PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST ENDS IN SIMILAR FUTILITY



A. (:26-28) The Test — Low-Key Re-Arrest
Then the captain went along with the officers and proceeded to bring them back without
violence (for they were afraid of the people, lest they should be stoned). And when they
had brought them, they stood them before the Council. And the high priest questioned
them, saying, “‘We gave you strict orders not to continue teaching in this name, and
behold, you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and intend to bring this man's
blood upon us.””
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- Had defied their authority

- Hated the name of Jesus and what He represented — especially the emphasis on the
resurrection

- Threatened by the growing popularity of this new movement

- Did not like the blame laid at their feet for the crucifixion of this popular Messianic
figure

B. (:29-32) The Testimony — Clear, Confrontational, Convicting
“But Peter and the apostles answered and said, ‘We must obey God rather than men. The
God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom you had put to death by hanging Him on a
cross. He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to
grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses of these things;
and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey Him.’”

dmokpi0eic 8¢ Iétpog kai ol dmdcTorot elmoy: Teapyelv St Oed pdrlov § dvOpdmotc. 6 0edg
TV ToTEpOV UMV fyelpev Incodv ov vueils diexepicache kpepdoovtes mi EHAOV: TODTOV O
0g0¢ apymyov kai cotijpa Vywoey Tf] 0e€1d avtod [ToD] dodvar petdvorav 1@ Topand kai deeov
GUOPTIDY. Kol UETG ECUEV HAPTLPES TAOV PNUATOV TOVTOV Kol TO TVEDUO, TO Gylov O £dmKeV O
0g0g toig meBapyodov avTd.

Same answer given as before — what consistency — Principle of obeying the Highest Authority;
then Peter uses this occasion as a platform to repeat many of the same themes of his earlier
messages;

Emphasis on the nation of Israel still prominent — no way that you can say that Israel is now the
church; clear distinction

Distinction between those who possess the blessing of the gift of the Holy Spirit and those who
do not

V. (:33-40) THE IMPACT OF JESUS CHRIST ON THOSE CONTROLLED BY
NATURAL EMOTION AND THOSE CONTROLLED BY HUMAN REASON
A. (:33) Those Controlled by Natural Emotion
“But when they heard this, they were cut to the quick and were intending to slay them.”
01 8¢ dxovooavtec diempiovto kai ELoOAOVTO AVELETV adTODC



Extremely passionate; quick to react; shoot first and then ask questions

B. (:34-40) Those Controlled by Human Reason or Religious Tradition
“But a certain Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the Law, respected by all the
people, stood up in the Council and gave orders to put the men outside for a short time.
And he said to them, ‘Men of Israel, take care what you propose to do with these men.
\For some time ago Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody; and a group of about
four hundred men joined up with him. And he was slain; and all who followed him were
dispersed and came to nothing. After this man Judas of Galilee rose up in the days of the
census, and drew away some people after him, he too perished, and all those who
followed him were scattered. And so in the present case, | say to you, stay away from
these men and let them alone, for if this plan or action should be of men, it will be
overthrown; but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow them; or else you may
even be found fighting against God.” And they took his advice; and after calling the
apostles in, they flogged them and ordered them to speak no more in the name of Jesus,
and then released them.”
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Pharisee giving some cautionary council to the Saduccees

Gamaliel an impressive figure — like an Ivy League professor; Apostle Paul sat under his
teaching; how did he sum up the benefit?? Worthless to him — some real holes and blind spots in
his counsel -- but correct on the central point: It is futile to try to fight against God; God is
unstoppable

Cites 2 historical examples to support his point

Mark Strauss: When I teach the book of Acts at Bethel I treat this verse as almost the theme
verse of Acts. (Amazing, On the lips of an unbeliever!)

The theme of Acts is the unstoppable Gospel. The steamroller of the Gospel.

*Nothing can stop it: Persecution can’t; prison can’t; shipwreck can’t; snakebite can’t. Not even
murder can.

*That is the greatest proof of all that God is in this movement. Because God is unstoppable.
*Do you have big problems? God’s bigger.

If they wanted to make sure they were not actually fighting against God, they needed to give
more diligence to investigate the truthfulness of the claims of the apostles; check out their

message; seek wisdom from God — but they were not interested in the truth

In sports you call certain teams, a team of destiny ... because despite the adversity or the



challenge, they are unstoppable -- maybe Auburn is that team this year — behind 24-0 —
somehow they rally to win — Boise State may have thought they were that team — but their own
placekicker stopped them ... God is unstoppable! That is the message for today

Stott: Gamaliel thus sketched their histories in parallel. Both men appeared, advanced claims
and won a following. But then each was Killed, all his followers were scattered, and his
movement faded away.

Kent: The soundness of Gamaliel’s advice may be questioned. It is, of course, true that
ultimately God’s program will emerge victorious, and human schemes will perish. It is also true
that many times hasty action is foolish because it is taken before all the facts are known.
Nevertheless, one cannot always judge from short-term results whether an enterprise is God’s
work or not, and we may not have time enough to wait for the final issue. The measure is not the
pragmatic one of apparent success, but its conformity to the revealed will of God. Present
temporary failures (or successes) may not be final.

Neutrality to the gospel is never an option — If you do not fully embrace Christ you stand in
opposition to His command to repent and believe and follow Him. You can’t sit on the fence
and just watch how the game of life plays out.

V. (:41-42) THE IMPACT OF JESUS CHRIST ON THE GOSPEL PROCLAIMERS
(THE APOSTLES) -- THE PRIVILEGE OF PROCLAIMING CHRIST MOTIVATES
JOYFUL PERSEVERANCE IN PROCLAMATION
A. (:41) The Impact on Their Attitude — Joyful in Suffering
“So they went on their way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they had been
considered worthy to suffer shame for His name.”
Oi p&v odv &nopevovto yoipovTec Gmd TpocdmTov Tod cuvedpiov, Tt kKatnEmOncay Vep Tod
ovopoTog atipacofvar,

sharing in the fellowship of suffering
authenticity — they were the same people in front of the Sanhedrin as they were in the privacy of
their homes as they were in the public forum of the temple

a little different Thanksgiving celebration than what we experienced this past week

B. (:42) The Impact on Their Activity — Persevering in Proclamation
“And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they kept right on teaching and
preaching Jesus as the Christ.”
nAcav 1€ uUépoy &v 1@ iEp@ Kai Kot 01Kov 0K ETaoVTo S18GCKOVTEG
Kol gvayyelopevol Tov ypiotov Incodv.

Both in public discourse and in private tutelage
No watering down of the message

No softening of the impact
No diversion from the essentials



CONCLUSION:

There is no stopping the proclamation of the gospel of Jesus Christ. Many powerful leaders in
the past have attempted to squash Christianity — none have succeeded. The only question is
whether the gospel message will be effective in your heart to draw you to saving faith. Will it
prove to be an aroma of life that gives you life or a stench of death that confirms you in your
path of sin and rebellion. You cannot sit on the fence. You must respond with either faith or
unbelief.

For believers, we must persevere in our mission of proclaiming Christ to the world. We know
that God is unstoppable. We know that the proclamation of the gospel cannot be silenced. We
know that God will be victorious in the end. Will we participate in the joy of sharing the
sufferings of Christ and being identified with Him?

* sk ok sk ok sk ok sk ok sk

DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:

1) What are some examples of things that are unstoppable? How valuable is it to invest energy
trying to stop those things?

2) Why does God guide us into situations of danger and suffering?
3) When are we correct to invoke the principle that we must obey God rather than man?

4) How are we doing in persevering in the gospel proclamation?

* %k %k sk sk ok ok ok ok o3k

QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Bock: The undercurrent to the passage is that nothing will be able to stop the advance of the
gospel message. Divine leading and protection are on the apostles’ side. The opposition may
persecute them but will never crush them. The application to the readers of Acts is that they can
be strong in their support of Jesus. Another note is that the effective preaching of the word
brings respect from some, even if it does not always yield faith. This respect can also be a
source of protection in the context of persecution. The new community may be under pressure
and persecution, but it is to be obedient to God’s call and leading.

Boice: Suffering Disgrace for Christ’s Name

Luke alternates between a picture of the church by itself — a portrait of the believers alone in
their fellowship, in which he talks about their life, witness, and joy — and a portrait of the church
as it exists in its relationship to the world. This second portrait increasingly deals with
persecution. [Need a balance between fellowship and aggressive outreach.] . . .

Boice: C. H.Dodd distinguished kerygma from didache, which means “teaching.” The latter
word refers mostly to ethical instruction, the kind of thing we find in the Sermon on the Mount
and large portions of the New Testament letters. Kerygma, by contrast, refers to the basic gospel
facts. These facts include: Christ’s death for sins, his burial, his resurrection, his ascension to



heaven, and his appearance in his resurrected form to chosen witnesses. We find perhaps the
clearest example of this proclamation pattern in 1 Corinthians 15. But it is also found elsewhere
and is the basic structure for the four Gospels. It is precisely what we find in Peter’s short
sermon to the Sanhedrin:

- The crucifixion: “whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree” (v. 30)

- The resurrection: “God . . . raised Jesus from the dead” (v. 30)

- The ascension: “God exalted him to his own right hand as Prince and Savior” (v. 31)

- The witnesses: “We are witnesses of these things” (v. 32)
[You must begin with kerygma before laying upon people the burden of the ethical instruction.]

Wiersbe: Four Different Responses to God’s Truth
1. The Council: Attacking the Truth (:5:17-28)

2. The Apostles: Affirming the Truth (5:29-32)

3. Gamaliel: Avoiding the Truth (5:33-39)

4. The Church: Announcing the Truth (5:40-42)

MacArthur: 5 Keys to Effective Evangelism
Purity (:12b-14)

Power (:12a, 15-16)

Persecution (:17-28)

Persistence (:29-32)

Productivity (:33-42)

Nk W=

Jimmy Chapman:

A. They proclaimed a PERSON - death, resurrection, and exaltation of Christ

As Peter and John had done before (4:10), the whole group of disciples pointed to the religious
leaders’ guilt in crucifying Jesus Christ.

They point to the death of Christ, using rather graphic language: "The God of our fathers raised
up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree. Him hath God exalted."

B. They proclaimed a PARDON -forgiveness of Sins

Because of who Christ is and what He has done on the cross, God mercifully offers forgiveness
of sins to undeserving sinners.

C. They proclaimed a PRESENT -the gift of the Holy Spirit

Those who obey the gospel of Christ, which calls for our repentance and faith in Christ, will
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. This blessed third Person of the Trinity comes as the divine
paraclete to dwell within us, to comfort us, to empower us, to strengthen us, to fill us for service
and usefulness to God. He does not dwell in everyone, but only those who are truly born again.
www.sermoncentral.com




TEXT: Acts 6: 1-15
TITLE: PROFILE OF A SPIRIT-FILLED CHRISTIAN SERVANT (Two part message)

BIG IDEA:

SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP REQUIRES A SPIRIT-FILLED SERVANT WHO IS FULL
OF GRACE, FAITH, POWER AND WISDOM IN REFLECTING THE GLORY OF
GOD

(:1-7) INTRODUCTION:

There is a lot of interest today in the activity of Profiling the criminal mind. It is interesting that
in certain arenas it is not politically correct to use this tactic of profiling. But if you are looking
for a serial killer apparently the value of this discipline is recognized. TV shows are dedicated to
this relatively new discipline in law enforcement. I just read a book by Pat Brown — who grew
herself into a national expert in this arena by using the media to feature her commentaries on
specific cases of interest. She started out as a homeschooling housewife in this area of Prince
Georges County and studied the subject on her own. She read over 400 books on the subject.
She would immerse herself in a case and make a number of observations that would guide the
detectives in their search for the perpetrator of the crime. Or she would open up a cold case and
try to breathe new life into the investigation.

As we come to Chapters 6-7 and the account of Stephen, the first martyr in the Christian church,
we see that Luke is essentially Profiling a Spirit-filled Christian servant. What does one look
like? How does one act? How would we recognize one? What would be his qualifications?

Surprising that first Christian martyr was not one of the heavy hitters = one of the initial 12
apostles

Focus here is on Stephen

Contrast between Spirit-filled Christian servant — pictured in life of Stephen — and those who
are always resisting the control of the Holy Spirit and living lives of selfish rebellion

7:51-53 “You men who are stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears are always
resisting the Holy Spirit; you are doing just as your fathers did. Which one of the prophets did
your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who had previously announced the coming of
the Righteous One, whose betrayers and murderers you have now become; you who received the
law as ordained by angels, and yet did not keep it.”

Passage is about Spiritual Leadership ... that is why it is about Servant mindset

Matt. 20:26-28 “It is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to become great among you
shall be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your slave; just as the
Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”

FOUR DIMENSIONS TO THE PROFILE OF A SPIRIT-FILLED CHRISTIAN
SERVANT



I. (:1-7) CHARACTER OF SPIRIT-FILLED CHRISTIAN SERVANT =

FULL OF GRACE AND FAITH (HISTORICAL EXAMPLE OF ABRAHAM 7:1-8) -

WHO IS HE ON THE INSIDE? AUTHENTIC SERVANT OR SELF-SERVING?

A. (:1) Spiritual Leaders Must Be Deal Effectively with Problems in the Flock
“Now at this time while the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint arose on
the part of the Hellenistic Jews against the native Hebrews, because their widows were
being overlooked in the daily serving of food.”
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All believers are disciples — ridiculous to try to create some type of artificial two-tiered system

Constable: This is the first mention of the word "disciple" in Acts where it occurs 28 times. The
word appears about 238 times in the Gospels but nowhere else in the New Testament.

Support of widows is very important to God — who undertakes to provide for them — ideally
through immediate family ... and then through the church family; older Jews may have migrated
back to the Jerusalem area with a longing to be buried in that locale ... your ministry to support
your aging parents is valuable — not a very high profile ministry; remember how your parents
cared for you as an infant — not much benefit returned to them initially .... Now it is our turn to
serve

2 Key Threats here:

1) Dissension that would harm the church’s unity and health and testimony

2) Distraction of the apostles from their primary calling of the ministry of the Word and prayer
The solution will be teamwork with the proper exercise of all the gifts by the entire body

Kent: the Jerusalem believers were of two groups, and there had been friction between these
groups since long before the Christian era. Both groups were Jews. The “Hebrews” were native
Palestinian Jews who spoke Aramaic and used the Hebrew Scriptures. The “Hellenists” were
Greek-cultured Jews, many of whom had returned to Palestine in their later years. These spoke
Greek regularly, used the LXX as their Scripture, and were sometimes resented by their Hebrew
brethren.

So you have the “King James only” contingent over against those who swear by the New
American Standard version . . .

Stott: [distinction goes beyond just language difference to a cultural mindset] In this case, the
Hellenistai not only spoke Greek but thought and behaved like Greeks, while the Hebraioi not
only spoke Aramaic but were deeply immersed in Hebrew culture.

John Hamby: How could the leaders have dealt with the problem in the church?

(1) They could have Ignored the Problem.

(2) They could have Resented the Problem. They could have taken the criticism personally and
reacted with resentment.

(3) They could have Over-reacted to the Problem.
http://www.sermoncentral.com/sermons/the-complications-of-multiplication-john-hamby-
sermon-on-church-general-31681.asp?Page=3




B. (:2,4) Spiritual Leaders Must Maintain the Priorities Consistent with Their Giftedness
“And the twelve summoned the congregation of the disciples and said, ‘It is not desirable
for us to neglect the word of God in order to serve tables.””

TPOCKAAEGAEVOL 32 01 Sddeka TO TARO0G THV HodNT®OV Elmay: OVK APEGTIV E0TIV NUdG
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“But we will devote ourselves to prayer, and to the ministry of the word.”
NUETG 0€ i TpooevyT] Kol T1] dtoKovig ToD AOYOL TPOGKUPTEPT|GOLEV.

Nothing wrong with serving tables — in fact we are going to appoint some very spiritually
qualified leaders to oversee this important practical and necessary ministry — but meeting the
physical needs of the saints still is a lower priority than meeting the spiritual needs of the saints —
different roles based on our giftedness and calling; must have the right people plugged into the
right roles

Stedman: Now, it would be very easy to read that as though the apostles were saying, "We're too
good to serve tables. After all, we're apostles. Let's pick out seven flunkies who can do that,
while we devote ourselves to the tremendously spiritual work of prayer and preaching the word."
But if you read it that way you completely misread this passage because that is not what they did
at all.

1. Priority of the Ministry of the Word of God
How can the congregation free the right people up to pursue this most important
function? — same word for ministry used here as for the different form of ministry in vs. 1

2. Priority of Devotion to Prayer

Stott: The devil’s next attack was the cleverest of the three. Having failed to overcome the
church by either persecution or corruption, he now tried distraction. If he could preoccupy the
apostles with social administration, which though essential was not their calling, they would
neglect their God-given responsibilities to pray and to preach, and so leave the church without
any defence against false doctrine.

Hiebert (quoted by Constable):
"Prayer is the most powerful and effective means of service in the Kingdom of God . . . It
is the most dynamic work which God has entrusted to His saints, but it is also the
most neglected ministry open to the believer.”

"The Bible clearly reveals that believing prayer is essential for the advancement of the
cause of Christ. It is the essential element for Christian victory . . .”

"We may marvel at the spiritual power and glorious victories of the early apostolic
church, but we often forget that its constant prayer life was the secret of its strength . . .”

"If the church today would regain the spiritual power of the early church it must recover
the truth and practice of prayer as a vital working force.”



C. (:3) Spiritual Leaders Must Delegate Ministry Responsibilities to Qualified
Spirit-Filled Servants
1. Qualified by Personal Association
“But select from among you, brethren,”
Emokéyaoche 6¢, adehpot,

Not just recommended by others
Fully participating in fellowship and ministry already

2. Qualified to Function as a Team
“seven men”
Gvopog €€ vudv Emtd
3. Qualified in the Eyes of the Watching World
“of good reputation,”
LLOPTUPOVUEVOVG
Just like requirement for elders
4. Qualified by the Control of the Holy Spirit = Key to passage
“full of the Spirit”
TAPELG TVEDLOTOG
5. Qualified by Practical Wisdom
“and of wisdom,”
Kail coplag,
Good judgment; can make wise decisions; can implement the vision
6. Qualified by Willingness and Availability to Oversee the Work

“whom we may put in charge of this task.”
00¢ KOTAOTAGOUEY €M THG Ypelog TavTNng,

Not to perform all of the work ... but to effectively manage the ministry
This was a big task — maybe 20,000 — 30,000 disciples by this time

D. (:5a) Spiritual Leaders Should Solicit Buy-In From the Flock
“And the statement found approval with the whole congregation;”
Kol fipeoev 6 AOYoG Evamiov mavtog oD TAn0ovg

Steven Cole: Note also the blend between apostolic direction and congregational participation.
The apostles did not choose these seven men; they delegated that job to the congregation after
giving the necessary qualifications. The congregation brought the seven back to the apostles,
who validated the choice by praying and laying hands on them. Later, Paul appointed elders in
every church to have oversight. He gave us the qualifications to recognize elders (1 Tim. 3:1-7;
Titus 1:5-9). The church is not a democracy, but wise elders will involve the congregation on
important decisions. The entire church must be functionally under the headship of Jesus Christ,
seeking to honor Him and follow His will.



E. (:5b) Spiritual Leaders Must Be Genuinely Walking by Faith and Controlled by the
Holy Spirit
“and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip,
Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas and Nicolas, a proselyte from Antioch.”

kol £EeAéEavto ZTEQavVOV, Gvdpa TANPNG TOTEMG KOl TVELLLOTOC Gryiov, kol Dilmov Kol
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That is how you recognize additional spiritual leaders
Stephen and Philip are the only ones mentioned later in the book of Acts — emphasis here is on
the introduction of Stephen

Faith in what?
- Personal dependence on Jesus Christ:
0 For forgiveness of sins and entrance into heaven
0 For power for living a life of freedom from sin
0 For provision of personal needs
0 For direction and guidance in his life
- Belief in the revealed Word of God and especially the Promises of God:
0 Promise of the Presence and Protection of God — Matt. 28:20
= “lo, | am with you always, even to the end of the age”
O Promise of the Power of God for ministry and effective witnessing — Acts 1
= “you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you”
O Promise of Participation in great works
= John 14:12-14 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the
works that | do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will
do; because | go to the Father. Whatever you ask in My name, that
will 1 do, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask Me
anything in My name, | will do it.”
O Promise of the Personal Return of Jesus Christ and coming Kingdom
= John 14 “Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe
also in Me. In My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it were
not so, | would have told you for I go to prepare a place for you. If |
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to
Myself, that where | am, there you may be also.”

Stedman: The glory of this church was that they were conscious of the superintendency of the
Holy Spirit -- so aware that the Lord Jesus himself, by means of the Spirit, was the head of the
church. He was apportioning gifts, giving certain ministries to various individuals and sending
them out, giving the orders. All through this book of Acts you can see tremendous manifestation
of the direction of the Holy Spirit. It is the Spirit that sends Philip down to Gaza in Chapter 8. It
is the Spirit that arrests Saul on his way to Damascus. It is the Spirit that allows the persecution
that sends the disciples down to Samaria. Through this whole book of Acts the Spirit of God is at
work. . ..

Spirituality is dependence on the activity of God. It is the fact that you recognize God is within
you and that he intends to work through you, and you expect him to do it. That is what makes
you spiritual. Its opposite is carnality. A carnal Christian is one who counts on something within
himself. He says, "I've got what it takes. Just give me a chance, I'll show you what I can do for



Christ. What a tremendous thrill it must be for Jesus to have me on his team! Look at all the
qualifications I have! Look at my ability, look at all the experience I have. You can count on me,
I can do it." That is a carnal Christian. He may be very zealous, very dedicated, impressively so.
He may be ready to give up his sleep, his wealth, and his girlfriend or what have you. But he is
still carnal because he is not resting on Christ, he is not relying on the work of God, as does the
spiritual man. These men had to be spiritual men.

Spoken of as the background for the first deacons in the church —

MacArthur: These were not deacons in terms of the later church office (1 Ti 3:8-13), although
they performed some of the same duties. Stephen and Philip (the only ones of the 7 mentioned
elsewhere in Scripture) clearly were evangelists, not deacons. It seems, therefore, that a
permanent order of deacons was not established at that time. The 7 men chosen by the church all
had Gr. Names, implying they were all Hellenists. [but not necessarily because many Palestinian
Jews also had Greek names like the apostle Philip — Kent] The church, in a display of love and
unity, may have chosen them to rectify the apparent imbalance involving the Hellenistic widows.
.. Stephen’s martyrdom became the catalyst for the spread of the gospel beyond Palestine (8:1-
4; 11:19). Philip also played a key role in the spread of the gospel (cf. 8:4-24, 26-40). Nothing
certain is known of the other 5. According to some early traditions, Prochorus became the
Apostle John’s amanuensis when he wrote his gospel and Nicolas was a Gentile convert to
Judaism from Antioch.

F. (:6) Spiritual Leaders Must Make Decisions in the Context of Prayer
“And these they brought before the apostles; and after praying, they laid their hands on
them.”
oV¢ €otnoay VAoV TV ATocTOA®V, Kol Tpocevéapevotl Emédnikoy avtois TG Yeips.

Never assume anything or act presumptuously — look at what happened in the history of Israel
when they failed to seek the Lord in prayer and wait upon His leading

Kent: Hands were laid on them, symbolizing probably the blessing of God as well as their
official identification as the duly appointed functionaries. Nothing mystical was conveyed by the
action, however, for they were “full of the Spirit” prior to their being chosen.

Constable: Laying hands on someone symbolized the bestowal of a blessing (Gen. 48:13; et al.).
It also represented identification with the person (Lev. 1:4; 3:2; et al.), commissioning as a kind
of successor (Num. 27:23), and granting authority (8:17-19; 9:17; 13:3; 19:6; 1 Tim. 4:14; 5:22;
Heb. 6:2). Here commissioning for a task is in view (cf. 13:1-3) rather than formal ordination,
which came later in church history. Prayer accompanied this ceremony on this occasion, as was
customary.

Some people would argue that this passage supports not needing to follow the organizational

structure that we see in the early NT church — cf. Constable:
“the early church was willing to adapt its organizational structure and administrative
procedures to minister effectively and to meet needs. It did not view its original structure
and practices as binding but adapted traditional structures and methods to facilitate the
proclamation of the gospel and the welfare of the church. In contrast, many churches
today try to duplicate the form and functions of the early church because they feel bound
to follow these.”



However, I would respond that where the structure is presented as normative (for example:
offices of elders and deacons) we do need to adopt the pattern. There certainly is freedom as
well ... but not to contradict any of the important principles (male leadership, multiple team
leadership, etc. You would not want to appoint a bishop over multiple churches as the early
church ended up evolving towards.). Yes, a new church does not have to begin with a fully
developed structure of deacons, etc. ... but it should be launched under the direction of at least a
plurality of elders as opposed to a non-Biblical model of a one-man pastorate. Better to have no
formal authority and work towards the biblical model than to begin with an unbalanced structure
that will be difficult to correct later.

G. (:7) Spiritual Leaders Desire to See Spiritual Results
1. Impact of the Word
“And the word of God kept on spreading;” = Theme of Book of Acts
Kai 6 Adyog tod 00D ndEavev

2. Increase in the number of disciples
“and the number of the disciples continued to increase greatly in Jerusalem,”
Kol ETANOOVETO 0 ApONOg TAV padnTdv &v Tepovcain cpodpa,

3. Inroads Into Spiritual Strongholds
“and a great many of the priests were becoming obedient to the faith.”
TOAOG TE OYAOG TV iEpEmV DTKOVOV Ti| TOTEL

Cost them their job working in the temple — were they supported as leaders in the new
movement??

\

Kent: These were hardly the Sadducean aristocrats, but were most likely common priests, many
of whom were godly men who were open to the gospel (cf. Zacharias, Luke 1).

Here faith is spoken of in objective sense as the body of truth concerning Jesus Christ
Robertson: Here meaning the gospel, the faith system as in Romans 1:5; Galatians 1:23; Jude
1:3, etc. Here the word means more than individual trust in Christ.

Takes great faith to live this way

Piper: But what Stephen had to deal with was that the dismantling of the old temple system did
not happen overnight. It was happening gradually. This puts a whole new slant on Acts 6:7 from
last week's text, where it says, "A great many priests were obedient to the faith." What that really
means is: a great many priests came to believe that they were out of a job. A great many priests
came to believe that Jesus is the one and only high priest now, and will never die, and all
Christians are priests in his service.

ko ok kox ok ok k% Conclusion to Part 1:

[lustration: D. L. Moody was to have an evangelistic campaign in England. An elderly pastor
protested, “Why do we need this ‘Mr. Moody’? He’s uneducated, inexperienced, etc. Who does
he think he is anyway? Does he think he has a monopoly on the Holy Spirit?”

A younger, wiser pastor rose and responded, “No, but the Holy Spirit has a monopoly on Mr.
Moody.”

Stephen was also a man who the Holy Ghost had a monopoly on.
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(:8-15) INTRODUCTION to Part 2:

A guy dies, arrives at the Pearly Gates, and (as always in stories like this), St. Peter is there and
asks him to relate a good deed he had done. He thinks for a moment then says, “Well, there was
the time I was driving down a road when I saw a group of hoodlums harassing a girl. I stopped
my car, grabbed a tire iron, and walked up to the leader of the gang. He was huge—=6 foot 4 inch,
260 pounds, with a studded leather jacket, tattoos, and a chain running from his nose to his ears.
As I approached him, the others circled me and told me to get lost or I’d be next. So I grabbed
the leader’s chain, ripped it out of his face, and smashed him over the head with the tire iron.
Then I yelled at them, ‘Leave this girl alone! You’re acting like a bunch of animals! Go home
before I teach you a lesson in pain!’”

St. Peter, impressed, says, “Wow! When did you do all that?”
“Oh [looking at his watch], about three minutes ago.”

Sometime you get killed for doing what is right, don’t you? Stephen the first Christian martyr —
but remembered as an exemplary Spirit-filled Servant — Some would look at the life of Stephen
and say, “What a waste! Snuffed out in the prime of life” — But here we are in 2010 still learning
lessons from his Spirit-filled testimony — What an impact by a man of God!

SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP REQUIRES A SPIRIT-FILLED SERVANT WHO IS FULL
OF GRACE, FAITH, POWER AND WISDOM IN REFLECTING THE GLORY OF
GOD

FOUR DIMENSIONS TO THE PROFILE OF A SPIRIT-FILLED CHRISTIAN
SERVANT

[Last message dealt with Dimension #1 — vv. 1-7]

Il. (:8) CONDUCT (MINISTRY) OF SPIRIT-FILLED CHRISTIAN SERVANT =
FULL OF GRACE AND POWER - (HISTORICAL EXAMPLE OF MOSES 7:17-43) —
WHAT WORKS DOES HE PERFORM? GREAT OR FAKE?
A. Spirit-Filled Ministries Highlight the Grace of God

“And Stephen, full of grace”

2TéQavog 0& TANPNG Ydpttog

Stephen was certainly full of it:
- “full of the Spirit and of wisdom” :3
- “full of faith and of the Holy Spirit” :5
- “full of grace and power”

Sadly, too many of us are full of ourselves

Graciousness, attractiveness, charm
Grace - a special manifestation of the divine presence, activity, power, glory, and favor of God

Not a works-oriented, performance-oriented believer; but one who appreciated the grace of God
in his life; divine favor blessing his efforts in a supernatural sense



Both received grace and lived in the realm of grace and demonstrated grace towards others

2 Cor. 12:9 — “And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my strength is made
perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will | rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of
Christ may rest upon me.”

Lenski: the Lord singled out Stephen as his instrument through whom He wrought miracles when
and where the Lord desired.

B. Spirit-Filled Ministries Are Sourced in Divine Power
“and power,”
Kol Suvapemg

nothing weak or lame about Stephen’s ministry
could minister in boldness and confidence

C. Spirit-Filled Ministries Produce Great Works
“was performing great wonders and signs”
émoiel Tépata Kol onuelo peydlo

D. Spirit-Filled Ministries Connect with Needy People
‘“among the people.”
&V Td M.

1. (:9-14) CONTROLLING AGENT OF SPIRIT-FILLED CHRISTIAN SERVANT =
FULL OF GRACE AND WISDOM - DEMONSTRATED IN MEEKNESS (HISTORICAL
EXAMPLE OF JOSEPH 7:9-16) -- WHAT WORDS DOES HE SPEAK? TRUTH OR
BLASPHEMY?

Quote: In every believer the Holy Spirit is resident, but what He wants to be is President! [call
the shots, be in full control!]

A. (:9) God’s Servant Ambassadors for the Truth Face Strong Opposition
“But some men from what was called the Synagogue of the Freedmen, including both
Cyrenians and Alexandrians, and some from Cilicia and Asia, rose up and argued with
Stephen.”
avéotnoayv 8¢ Tiveg TV &k Tiig cuvaywyg Tiic Aeyouévng Afeptivav kol Kvpnvaiov kol
Are&avdpémv kal TV ano Kilikiag kol Aciag cuintodvieg 1d Xtedva,

Lenski: in 61 B.C., Pompey had taken many hundreds of captive Jews who were then sold as
slaves. Numbers of them and of their descendants gained their liberty and were considered
Romans. They were rapidly Hellenized. . . numbers of these freedmen migrated to Jerusalem

Toussaint: The members of this synagogue were from three divergent areas — North Africa
(Cyrene and Alexandria were two of its leading cities), Asia (the western portion of modern-day
Turkey), an Cilicia. Possibly this was the assembly Paul attended because Tarsus was located in
the province of Cilicia.



How must the servant of God respond under such pressure and attack?
With meekness and gentleness; not being contentious; but not backing down either

Not just serving tables; taking a verbal stand for the truth as well; standing up on the front lines
and taking some shots from the enemy

People wanted to pick a fight verbally with Stephen

B. (:10) God’s Servant Ambassadors for the Truth Excel in Wisdom and Spirit-Filled
Power
“And yet they were unable to cope with the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was
speaking.”
Kai 00K {oyvov AvtioTival T coeia kai T TvedpoTt @ EAGAEL.

Seek God’s wisdom to effectively do what He calls you to do. James 3:17 “But the wisdom that
comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving, considerate, submissive, full of mercy
and good fruit, impartial and sincere.”

C. (:11-14) God’s Servant Ambassadors for the Truth Are Falsely Charged with Trumped

up Charges
“Then they secretly induced men to say, ‘“We have heard him speak blasphemous words
against Moses and against God.” And they stirred up the people, the elders and the
scribes, and they came upon him and dragged him away, and brought him before the
Council. And they put forward false witnesses who said, ‘This man incessantly speaks
against this holy place, and the Law; for we have heard him say that this Nazarene,
Jesus, will destroy this place and alter the customs which Moses handed down to us.””

1o1e VEEPOrOV Avopag Aéyovtag 6Tt dxnKoapev adtod Aaiodvtog pruata PAdcenua gic Mobotv
Kal TOvV Bedv. cuvekiviody 1€ TOV ALaOV Kol TOVG TPESPLTEPOLS KAl TOVG YPOUUOTETS Kol
EMGTAVTEG GLVIPTAGOY AVTOV KOl fyoyov €ig 10 ouvEdpLov, EGTNCAV TE UAPTLPAG YELOETC
Aéyovtag: O 8vOpomog 0vTog 0V TavETOL AAGY PripaTe Katd Tod Tomov Tod dyiov [tovTov] Kol
70D VOpoL- dxknKdopey Yap adtod Aéyoviog &t Incodc 6 Nalmpaiog 00Tog kataldoel TOV TOTOV
ToDTOV Kol AALGEEL Ta £0M 6 TopEdmKey UiV MaboTic.

Reminds us of the trumped up trial of Jesus and the false witness that were brought forth to
accuse Him wrongly (John 2:19-22; Matt. 26:61; 27:40)

Bruce: Whatever form of words Stephen used which gave rise to the charge that he said Jesus the
Nazarene would destroy the temple, it seems plain that he had not only repeated the words which
Jesus Himself had spoken, but also grasped and expounded their inner meaning. The apostles
and many of the rank and file of the Jerusalem church might continue to attend the temple
services and be looked upon as devout and observant Jews; Stephen saw that the work of Christ
logically involved the abrogation of the whole temple order and its supersession by a new edifice
not made with hands, and yet within the main stream of OT revelation. Jesus Himself had said,
“one greater than the temple is here” (Matt. 12:6); these and other sayings of His about the
temple were apparently preserved by the early church in Jerusalem, but it was Stephen who
appreciated their full force. The gospel meant the end of the sacrificial cultus and all the
ceremonial law. These were the outward and visible signs of Jewish particularism, and could not
be reconciled with the universal scope of the Christian message of salvation accomplished. This



was the argument, pressed by Stephen in synagogue debate, which formed the real basis of the
case for the prosecution.

1. Attacking Moses (and therefore God)

2. Attacking the Temple — “this holy place”

Piper: What Jesus meant when he said, "Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up,"
was that he himself was taking the place of the temple—by dying for sin once for all, and by
rising from the dead to reign as the everlasting priest and Lord of glory. When I die, the temple
system dies. And when I rise, I am the temple. I am the sacrifice for sins. I am the priest and go-
between with God. I am the presence and radiance of his glory. The temple is finished.

3. Attacking the Law

4. Attacking their Expectations regarding the Promised Messiah by promoting Jesus the
Nazarene

5. Attacking Jewish Traditions

Guzik: Why would they make such accusations? Because Stephen was clearly teaching that
Jesus was greater than Moses; that Jesus was God; that Jesus was greater than the temple; that
Jesus was the fulfillment of the law; and that Jesus was greater than their religious customs and
traditions.

Tyler Edwards: His sermon in Acts 7 is one of the most brilliant sermons in the entire book of
Acts. So much so that you almost don’t notice what Stephen is really doing when he speaks.
Stephen was on trial for four forms of blasphemy: Blasphemy against Moses, against God,
against the Temple, and against the Law. What Stephen is doing here is using Jewish history to
make a legal defense against the charges brought against him while at the same time pointing all
of the things he was accused of blaspheming toward Christ.

Piper: If the Messiah is coming down from heaven, with forgiveness and advocacy and glory,
and the light of God shining upon him, then the first thing that will be seen is his shadow on the
earth. And so it was in the sacrifices and priestly service of the old temple. But as the reality gets
closer the shadow becomes smaller, and when the reality lands on its shadow, it swallows it up
entirely and it is no more. But that does not mean that the reality was against the shadow, or that
it blasphemed the shadow. It fulfilled the shadow. And in that sense destroyed the shadow.

IV. (:15) COUNTENANCE OF SPIRIT-FILLED CHRISTIAN SERVANT =

FULL OF GRACE AND GLORY —REFLECTING THE DIVINE PRESENCE

(HISTORICAL EXAMPLE OF JOSHUA, DAVID, SOLOMON 7:44-50) —

WHAT DOES HE LOOK LIKE AS HE IMPACTS OTHERS? LIGHT OR DARKNESS?
“And fixing their gaze on him, all who were sitting in the Council saw his face like the
face of an angel.”

Kai dtevicovteg gig anTodv maveg ol kabelopevot &v ¢ cuvedpim eidov 10 Tpdc®TOV AVTOD MGEL
TPOCHOTOV AyyELOV.




Whitcomb: What does our face look like when we are falsely accused? Phil. 1:28

Love and concern for our accusers? Peace and confidence in God?

Remember how Christ acted before His accusers
Moses came down from the Mount with a glowing face — he needed a veil covering his face until
the light faded out (Ex. 34:29-30)
Cf. Jesus on Mount of Transfiguration — face like the shining sun; a rare time in His earthly
existence when humans were allowed to see his glory

A. Angels Reflect Light Rather Than Darkness
Light of God’s revelation and truth

B. Angels Reflect Peace and Tranquility rather than Anxiety and Fear

C. Angels Reflect the Presence of God—His Glory and Majesty and Preeminence

Kent: The enigmatic statement that Stephen’s face had the appearance of an angel’s may indicate
a supernatural glow, similar to that of Moses when he came down from the mount (Exod. 34:29-
35). The vision of Christ which he received later in the council makes the comparison with
Moses somewhat similar, although the unusual appearance of Stephen’s face seems to have
begun before the vision, whereas in the case of Moses it came afterward. Saul of Tarsus was
probably Luke’s source for this report.

Lenski: We must recall the promise of Jesus given to the disciples that at their trials before
tribunals the Holy Spirit would inspire them (Matt. 10:19, 20; Mark 13:11-13; Luke 12:11;
21:14, 15). This was Stephen’s supreme hour. That Spirit now filled him to such an extent that
his countenance shone with supernatural radiance, light, and power, which were comparable only
to those that appear on an angel’s countenance. The Sanhedrists gazed in astonishment. They
were struck by this phenomenon — struck but not moved.

CONCLUSION:

How would a profiler characterize your character and conduct?

What is the controlling power behind your life?

Does your countenance reflect someone who spends time in the presence of God?

SPIRITUAL LEADERSHIP REQUIRES A SPIRIT-FILLED SERVANT WHO IS FULL
OF GRACE, FAITH, POWER AND WISDOM IN REFLECTING THE GLORY OF
GOD

He giveth more grace when the burdens grow greater
He sendeth more strength when the labors increase
To added affliction He addeth His mercy

To multiplied trials His multiplied peace

His love has no limit, His grace has no measure

His power has no boundary known unto men

For out of His infinite riches in Jesus

He giveth, and giveth, and giveth again!”



(the more you need the more you get!)

- Think a moment about a water-saturated sponge. If we push down with our finger even slightly,
water runs out onto the table. We immediately know what fills the interior pockets of the sponge.
The same is true of ourselves. We can tell what fills us on the inside by what comes out under
pressure. (Robert Schmidgall)
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Preview of Chapter 7

(7:1-50) Historical Summary — Argument before the Sanhedrin: History of Nation of Israel —
God’s Gracious Covenant Dealings with His People — Tradition proves rebellion against God
rather than smug self righteousness

A. (:1-8) Founding of Nation — Story of Abraham — Election and Faith and Covenant Promises
and Privilege

B. (:9-16) Story of Joseph — Mistreatment yet Deliverance and Blessing and Provision

C. (:17-43) Story of Moses — Leadership out of Egypt into the Promised Land — people resisting
that leadership and rebelling = bulk of the verses — Stephen accused of speaking against the law
of Moses

D. (:44-50) Rapid scan from Joshua to David to Solomon

Entrance into the Promised Land; Victory over enemies; Building of the Temple

- You don’t own God or have Him under any obligation

(7:51-53) Key — Always Resisting the Holy Spirit

Condemning words spoken by Stephen — pulled no punches
Is it surprising today that God’s people are resisting the Holy Spirit and not fully embracing His
revelation and His program?

(7:54-60) First Christian Martyr — Stephen — Spirit-filled Servant

% sk ok sk ok sk ok sk ok sk

DEVOTIONAL QUESTIONS:
1) What are some of the benefits of organization and structure within the local church context?

2) What types of needs do you see that are being neglected or mismanaged in the church? Can
you be of any help to improve the situation?

3) How can we encourage all believers to share in the load of responsibilities according to their
giftedness rather than overtaxing a few key individuals?

4) How would people describe your countenance and the overall impact you have on them?

% sk ok sk ok sk ok sk ok sk



QUOTES FOR REFLECTION:

Stott: We do a great disservice to the church whenever we refer to the pastorate as “the
ministry”, for example when we speak of ordination in terms of “entering the ministry”. This
use of the definite article implies that the ordained pastorate is the only ministry there is. But
diakonia is a generic word for service; it lacks specificity until a descriptive adjective is added,
whether “pastoral”, “social”, “political”, “medical” or another. All Christians without exception
being followers of him who came “not to be served but to serve”, are themselves called to
ministry, indeed to give their lives in ministry.

Mike Wilkins: There was discrimination going on. When it brought to the attention of the
Apostles, they realized two things —one that the situation was not right, and two, that they were
being pulled two ways in their ministry — toward their calling to prayer and the teaching of the
word, and toward the very important ministry of caring for the poor in their midst. To deal with
both these issues they invited the church to select seven men from among them who had good
reputations, were full of the Spirit, and of wisdom. These men would look after the
administration of the care of the poor, and the Apostles would devote themselves to prayer and
the teaching of the Word.

Stephen places the accusations into context. They have accused him of blaspheming God by
speaking against the temple — Stephen doesn’t go after their lie, he goes after their bad theology.
To equate the temple with God is folly.

He starts at the beginning of the nation —Abraham. The God of Glory appears to Abraham in
Mesopotamia of all places, when the whole family was still worshiping idols. And then again
God comes to Abraham at Haran after his father’s death and calls him into the land of Canaan.
He promises the land to Abraham’s people, but he never gives him a stitch of it, and he lives
much of his life there with no legitimate heirs to continue the hope! The covenant that he gives
him is a covenant of circumcision — a mark on the people that they are the people of God — God
resides with a people, not a building!

Then he takes us to Joseph who gets sold into slavery by his brothers — the patriarchs by whom
the tribes of Israel are named. In Slavery in the pagan country of Egypt, God was with Joseph
giving him the wisdom to become ruler of Egypt under Pharaoh. God needed no building to
work through Joseph.

When the people were enslaved, God raised up Moses, marked him to be a leader and savior of
his people from infancy. Moses steps into leadership in two ways — when an Israelite is being
beaten by his Egyptian master, Moses steps in to save him, and in the process, kills the Egyptian.
Stephen says “Moses thought that his own people would realize that God was using him to
rescue them, but they did not. Then Moses tries to settle a dispute between two Israelites. The
one in wrong pushes Moses aside and says “Who made you ruler and judge over us? Do you
want to kill me like you did the Egyptian? Moses runs off to Midian. Forty years later, God
speaks to him through a burning bush on a mountain, no-where near the hill the temple stood on.
God declared that spot to be holy ground — not because there was a building on it, but because
He was there.

When Moses finally leads the people out of Egypt, God gives them the plans for a Tabernacle — a
tent that will be a sign of his presence, and will be a place for the people to meet with God. It



does not contain the presence of God, but it is a place to experience his presence.

Later, when David wants to build a permanent temple for God, God allows his son Solomon to
build it. Solomon’s temple was not the one standing while Stephen was speaking, this was a
much larger temple built by Herod, but the people still held the first temple in highest regard. . .

Basically, God says, you can build me a house, but it cannot contain me — I am bigger than any
structure or building you can make — I made the very building materials you will use!

Stephen doesn’t argue with their accusation that he spoke against the temple (although he did
not). Instead he shows them that the temple should not be equated with the presence of God — by
doing this that had reduced the God of the universe to a territorial spirit, and were engaging in
Idolatry by worshiping the building, not the God that they were to meet there.

Their other accusation was that Stephen spoke against the Law.
Again he doesn’t argue with the accusation — it would be fruitless since it would be many voices
against his one. Instead he says “you’re one to talk”

You have always rejected God’s leaders and their words . . .

Even though they had the very presence of God with them, they still turned to idols; they still
refused to obey the Law even though it was given from God himself.

And then Stephen goes for the jugular. — he says not only did your forefathers not obey the law
and reject Moses — you rejected and killed the very one he prophesied about! . ..

This is what Stephen said to the people of his day — God is not constrained to buildings, and
structures, by being so caught up in the creation and your own opinions about it, you missed
what God is doing and what he has done in Jesus Christ.
http://www.sermoncentral.com/sermons/saint-stephen-mike-wilkins-sermon-on-people-in-acts-

53758.asp

Gary Bennett: Though Stephen, in his speech did refer to the accusations made against him, it is
more significant that he chose to not make a direct defence of his position and beliefs. Instead, he
focuses on Israel’s history and the evidence of God’s past workings to vindicate his faith. His
speech revolves around three premises:

1. GOD’S WAYS ARE ABOVE MAN’S

2. GOD MANIFESTS HIS GOODNESS EVERYWHERE

3. RESISTING THE HOLY SPIRIT --

Stephen’s final point is how the Sanhedrin’s predecessors have always been more concerned
with maintaining the law and increasing their influence and power base than in responding to the
Holy Spirit. . . His speech contains no opportunities for redemption. It is not a call for
repentance, but is instead a confirmation of the condemnation the authorities have chosen for
themselves by rejecting the Holy Spirit’s illumination and guidance.
http://www.sermoncentral.com/sermons/stephen--climax-of-conflict-in-jerusalem-gary-bennett-
sermon-on-people-in-acts-55547.asp?Page=4




Paul Fritz: How the Holy Spirit Develops Essential Traits Within Leaders

1. The Holy Spirit develops genuine trust and obedience in leaders without turning them into
unthinking puppets. Paul wrote, "Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must
prove faithful." (I Cor. 4:2) Ask the Lord to help you grow in greater trust and obedience to the
Lord without becoming a mere figurehead.

2. The Holy Spirit builds leaders up in their knowledge, wisdom and understanding without
making them arrogant. David wrote, "He guides the humble in what is right and teaches them
His way." (Psa. 25:9) Ask the Lord to help you grow in knowledge, wisdom and understanding
without become prideful.

3. The Holy Spirit gives leaders courage to make difficult decisions without becoming
dictatorial. God told Joshua, "Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go." (Josh 1:9) Ask the Lord
to help you grow in your courag